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The piT^&m, 

4 

The weather, though September drew liefiir ifir 
close, was still fine ; and in one of the finest of 
those soft mornings which make aii English au- 
tumn so peculiarly pleasant^ when the sun chears 
without burning, and we do not feel the atmosphere 
we breathe, Lady Elma^ making Mr. Reynardson 
invite the countess to partake an^ airing with bim^ 
obtained permission to take Gertrude on a visit 
with her a f^w miles off. Some objections had 
been started, when Lady Elma made the pro-^ 
posal ; but her ladyships who was not easily re** 
pulsed^ listened to notiiiog that did not accord 
with her wishes, and took the permission almost 
before it was granted. ' My good old friend. La- 
dy Waveney,' said she, ' is so kind as to lend vm 
yQU IV, B her 
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her carriage and servants ; and it is an important 
favor to me, to enable me to make a show, as the 
visit I wish to pay, is to very humble people/ 

* Your ladyship always does what is right,' said 
Lord Luxmore. 

. Lady Luxmore was * extremely astonished,' she 
protested, ^ at such new doctrine* — she ^ could not 
understand how making a show could suit humble 
people.' 

^ Lady Elma is right, I am sure,* said Ihe earl : 
— ^ in propriety, no one is fitter to be trusted/ 

* The visit I am going to make,' said she, Ms to 
a family of what we now call paroemis, and which, 
you wicked English, I fear, always translate w/)- 
starts. I have not seen them since they became 
great ; and I shall want somebody to observe to;^ 
so I will take .Gatty, with your leave : I know she 
ifrill not give herself any pretensions. The dear 
Pe Hauteforts know a little of my friends, and 
offered themselves \ but they would crush my good 
parvenus : — they are very satyrical naughty girls ; 
\\xt I do love theni.' 

/ O ! young people should carry their eyes in 
^eir heads,' said Lady Luxmore. 

* Certainly,' replied Lady Elma, and a padlock 
on their lips, till they know what they ought to 
expect from their fellow-creatures. I know no 
girl whom I would trust on this point so readily 
as my Gatty ; therefore, my dear, you will be 
ready, if you have no objection ;- but I will tell 
you fairly what you will see. The family I am 
ia questr of, bear the unfortunate name of Mudd. 

John 
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John Mudd was a poor boy with a liberal mind : 
he was .patronised by my family, and at length 
rose, by desert, to be my father's steward : he 
found his affairs in the most desperate state of 
confusion : be got them into order, and, 1 believe^ 
it was a sincere grief to him when he found, tha^ 
for want of a male-heir, the whole property^ ex-* 
cept a sniall fortune for me, went to my father's 
brother, who was, before this, by far the richest of 
his family, and unmarried. With what little John 
had saved, he went into a manufacturing-businesa 
in the norths where his knowledge of accounts, his 
clear head, and the education he had received^ 
were of the most important use to him : he got 
money, rapidly and fairly, by doing that for others 
which they knew not how to do for themselves ; 
and now he is, with a large family, returned ta 
his native place, where he has, as he tells me, built 
a house, and is living in alllluence. I honor him 
for this fearless gratitude to the place he Was bom 
in : a mean spirit would have shunned it ; and it 
is this circumstance that makes oie desirous of 
visiting these parvenus. ' 

* Well/ said Lady Liixmoi^, when Lady Elma 
f^aused and rose, ' if an angel from Heaven had 
told me you would so have demeaned yourself, I 
would not have believed it.' 

* 1 am happy,' she replied^ * to demean myself 
to your ladyship^a satisfaction : I did not doubt 
your approbation.— Gatty, I shall call you present^ 
ly. Farewell for the present.* 

Ba . With 
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With grace and sweetness, she quitted the room^ 
inet Portargis coming in to breakfast^ and left it to' 
Lady Luxmore to get out of the puzzle in which 
her last words had enwrapt her, and to get ready 
for the airing with Mr, Sylvanus Reynardson. 

Her ladyship called on Gertrude in her way out 
of Brighton; and Portargis, who had a mind to see 
' the appointments' of Lady Waveney's ^ travelling 
style,' swallowed his last bason of tea at the win- 
dow, while Gertrude, having waited on the countess 
in her own apartment, made her adieus to the 
earl, and found her way down stairs and into the 
carriage. ^ Stay,' said the earl, * let me ring for 
one of the men to open the door for you t — I think 
young gentleman' — * Poor fellow! poor fellow!' 
replied the viscount to Neptune, ^ it shall have a 
^wim this morning.' 

Gertrude was just shut into the carriage, when. 
Neptune was noticed by his master. The earl 
who had been, for half a moment, off his guard, 
repeated not his error ; and in a little more than 
an hour, the ladies reached the town, just beyond 
which, Mr. Mudd's house was situated. 

It was a large new habitation ; and Lady Elma, 
as soon as the servants informed her that she was 
in sight of Mr. Mudd's, was very anxious to 93** 
certain the style of the building. ^ I hate prgu- 
dtceSf said she, ^ but I value indications ; and I 
am sure I can guess, from the plan of this house, 
what we shall find the owner. If I see fine ar- 
diutecture, I shall think him a presuming fool; 

if 
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if it is a thing like a scooped brickkiln, I shall 
say, * Mudd pour jamais/ But there it is, and 
John Mudd is a sensible man : it is an extensive, 
but very low building ; and when the trees get up, 
it will be almost hid : I knew John Mudd would 
do right, if left to himself; and I can infer, that 
he is not married to a governing fool. 01 if 
none of his class would build higher! I wish, 
Catty, I was really humble : I often pray, 

* Teach me this important truth, 
The humble arc secure/ 

But I am sure I am not humble. I am not indeed 
proud, I am too good-humored to be proud. Pride 
comes to the serious ; but still I am not humble; — 
now you, I really believe, are humble, and you 
have an amazing advantage ; for I see you cannot 
be mortified. What your countess says to you, 
would, were I you, sink me to the earth ; but I 
see you do not mind it.* — ^Je plU et ne romps pas^* 
answered Gertrude, casting down her eyes. 

They now drew nearer to the mansion. The 
recent accompaniment of rapid-growing poplars^ 
the timber-trees that had not yet shed their hay*- 
bands, the un-notched paling, the walls capt with 
straw and stones, the quick hedges, of the height of 
parsley, the patches of turf that had never yet 
thought of the scythe, and the arid slopes to a sheet 
of bright water, all together gave a fit idea of that 
species of residence, called * HoteUParvenu/ * I 
am not discouraged,' said Lady Elma, * Chats worth 
^od Studley Park must have been, at mie time, new 

plantations ; 
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plantations ; and to quarrel with saplings because 
they are not veterans of the. forest, is just as rea- 
sonable as to laugh at a man because bis children 

ure born babies. Let us be thankful, even if we 

fnust laugh, that we have a little spare dignity to 
bestQw on others : we shall do the good people 
credit, and I shall have the delight of shewing my- 
self grateful : otherwise, believe me, Gatty, I never 
would faav^ condescended to borrow a carriage 
ivith four horses and coronets : I hate peacock-^ 
trappings; but I would have jolted hither in the 
baker's cart with all my spirit. Mine is not the 
common taste ; I would live in a cottage in pre* 
ference. to Blenheim ; but it should be such ^ 
cottage ji ■ ' V 

* I brought you here,' continued the vivacioui^ 
Lady Elma, * in my profession of gouvemante : 
this jis as much a lesson in life ^s any I can give 
you ; tind as I value myself a little on knowing 
)iow to make the best pf circutnstances : vou shall 
sep how 1 get through, let theip be what they will. 
}f the Mudds are, which I ani persuaded they are 
pot, fool^, I will mortify them, even while I am 
grateful : they shall get no advantage of me, nor 
have any thing to boast of: if they behave as they 
iOught, they shall be satisfied with me : for, for all 
fhis world can give, I would not pccasioq a mo- 
ineptV pain to a deserving person. You will see 
ine in my element to day, if they are so obliging 
as to be what I wish them ; it does my vei*y hear( 
good, when I can find the means to be kind : my 
^lender pur^e^ d^ud the fetters it puts pn uiy mover 

ments. 
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taentd, so often hinder me, that I am qnite a child 
when I get my liberty. And as for pure English 
politeness, I detest it : those who ai*e tied by its 
fules, are, nine times in ten, at a loss in their les* 
son : they learn to stand fire from their superiors, 
and to forget, to a certain degree, that they are 
such ; and having obtained this Sort of ease, they 
call themselves well-bred : all that they do is for 
themselves ; they are therefore very often capri- 
cious towards their equals, and negligent of their 
inferiors. Now the truest politeness is that which 
puts others at their ease, without encouraging pre- 
sumption ; and here I have seen some of the 
highest-bred people miserably deficient, even in 
what they thought the extreme of condescension ; 
they ^It it themselves to be condescension, and it 
was felt as such by those who received it.* 

* I can never hope,' said Gertrude, * to attain 
this excellence ; but I shall try always to behave 
to others, as I thmk in their situation I should 
wish them to behave to o^e ; and I hope this will 
prevent my being aukw^rd or giving offence.' 

* You cannot do better,' answered Lady Elma ; 
' but my advice is, to add a little French good-' 
humor in manners, to your respectable English 
sincerity. It is our own fault, if one debases this 
other : insincerity, very often, does upt consist so 
much in sayiiig what we do not think, as io not 
thinking what we say ; it is in every body's ppwer 

to be sincere. But here we are :-^all this Ibokt 

well J it will do in time ; what a host of wprocq 
wd childrea weeding !— Well, (few Mudd, I pausf 
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be a very smcere friend to thee ; for I am conde* 
ficending to be gazed at for thy sake.' 

Gertrude, sorry, very sorry, when Lady Elma 
ceased, still listeuedj ^ still thought' her ^ speaking/ 
They whirled up to the entrance of a house beauti^ 
fully simple in its structure. Mr. Mudd was al^ 
ready at the door, and, with hands uplifted, ex- 
claimed, ^ Thank God ! my old master's daughter t 
His servants had come out ; but this was no re- 
6traint on the honesty of his feelings ; nor did 
the recollection of what had escaped him, cause 
any suffusion; on Jiis cheek. Not permitting Lady 
Elma's foot to touch the ground, and choked in 
his utterance by the feelings of his heart, he trans* 
ferred her, in silent agility, into the hall ; and re- 
turning for her companion, left his wife to express 
the honor conferred by the visit ; but she, poor 
woman ! the perfect wife of her husband, burst 
into tears, and taking one of Iiady ^Ima's hands, 
suffered Mr. Mudd to place himself between the 
ladies, and thus escorted them to their common 
isitting-room, where the visitor and the visited 
gave way to, perhaps, some of the most delightful 
feelings of the human breast, the reciprocal sense 
of good received and conferred; and Gertrude 
felt herself repaid for all the vexations of her life, 
in the gratification of the present moment, : 

The children were now introduced : those al- 
ready in the room were called from their seats ; 
^ose absent were *8ent for, and all ranged before 
l^ady Elma, who rising to them, addressed each in 
|i^ ; * Jbis^' said Mr. Mudd, ' is, I believe, thQ 



A 
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W^y thing I ask of my children that is unpleasant 
to them to do. I never make them drink healths 
round a table ; I never tell them to hold up their 
beads, or to look in the faces of those they speak 
to c these trifles, and the choice of doing them, 
will come in time, if they are right and necessary, 
and the young tilings are properly informed ; but 
I owQ I do plague the poor brats by marshalling 
them : I tell them they will understand it when 
they are fathers and mothers : and not till then 
can they know the heavenly appeal it is to one's 
gratitude, when one sees, as I can» when they are 
all at home, a round dozen of such — I think I 
may say, promising young things. — Come, stand in 
order, boys and girls ; indulge your old father ; he 
faa^ worked hard for the sake of you all ; and this 
is the daughter of the master who gave him his 
first half-crown, my children !' 

The juvenile party consisted of seven girls and 
two boys. The eldest, a lovely girl of sixteen, 
had in her countenance a itant of chearfulness 
that lady Elma strove to supply by the kindness 
of her reception : the sweet girl tried to smile ; but 
her mother, with a sigh, remarked, that Mary had 
^ever recovered her spirits since they came out of 
the north; and poor Mary's eyes filled, as if saying, 
' 'Tis too true.' 

Lady Elma and Gertrude soon made the party 
feel at ease ; the young ones were sent off, some 
to play, some to the school-room ; and others re- 
turned to their employments where they were. 
Q^ftrviiQ jomed this party^ and beard of some 

beopyolent 
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benevolent or useful purpose, attached to every 
species of their occupation^ 

^ I wish/ said Mr. Mudd, * toy three othet 
boys were at home; but the eldest of them w* 
have had the great good fortune to place in the 
banking-house my lord used ; — there again we 
fitumble on obligation ! — I should have wished 
you, dear lady, to have 8een him, for w^ think him 
a very fine boy ; and he is willing to work, that bis 
brothers and sisters may be as well provided for 
as himself: you know, as we have no birth, we 
must have a little money ; if one, in a family of 
rank, has it, it is enough ; but the poor Mudlarks 
cannot sup upon singing ; and happy ought they 
to be, that every one will have, at least, beef and 
pudding for themselves, arid doubly happ^ that 
they will always have, please God J a slice for a 
friend, and a scrap for the poor/-— — r^ We have 
been guilty of some vanity, I am afraid,' continued 
he, wiping his eyes : * we have named our eldest 
boy after my lord; but as the name was only 
Richard, we thought we might enjoy it without 
seeming to presume ; it was a secret, but a sweet 
satisfaction to qs: as to the rest, they are all 
named after relations, or those who were so good 
as to stand for them at their baptism; Our 
second boy is, I iam sure you would say, • a fine 
fellow : I have made hinii a sailor,- ^twas tfie least 
1 could do to give rriy country a defender, in re 
turn for all it has done for me ; a*ttd, inr bur-navy^ 
it is an honor to rise from nothing, I woiild make One? 
a soldier ; but I should not like my boy to serve ii| 

th^ 
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the ranks, or to be made to feel that his father 
is, only by courtesy, a gentleman: I wish some 
such as myself would make a pride of styling 
themselves yeomen: the term will get out of use; 
and, in a short time, no one will recollect what it 
was ; ' but I look on the real yeomanry of England 
with great respect; and as it was my father's rank 
in life, though. his son could not maintain it, I 
have no higher ambition. — One of our boys, we 
shall, certainly, God willing ! give to the church. 
It should have been one of the two eldest ; but a 
parson is not so well at the head of a family* 
The care of its interests may lead him into too 
much worjklly care : I do not love trading-parsons : 
St Paul did not bid Timothy watch* the stocks or 
the markets ; but if we fathers put a parson-soix iii 
a situation where some must suffer if he does not 
do it, it is we, not the parson, that should be 
blamed; the second boy I would have brought 
up for orders, but though a very good fellow, he 
has such & rough spirit, that I feared he might 
have too much of tlie church-militant about him* 
If I live to make the choice, I shall endeavor to 
give the best-gifted of the three, others, to the 
l>ervice of our Maker. I am sure, if we have any 
(sense of what he has done for. us, we must wish 
we had a real Samuel to bring up before him ; but 
he will accept what we can do ; and we will take 
all the care in our power, to make them all good.' 

F 

it - ; ' 

^ Lady £lma had lived more than thirty years in 
Jfep >yprld; pr perhaps her eyes, like Gertrude's, 

might 
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might have glistened with tender feeling of the 
modest merit here portrayed. Gertrude said to 
Mrs. Mudd, ' You must be very happy here, 
ma*am* 

* We are hardly happy yet, ma'am ; we have 
not got over our difficulties.' 

Lady Elraa's ear caught the word ; ^ Difficulties ! 
my dear Mrs. Mudd ! — what difficulties can ydrf* 

have?' 

' Siich as you cannot know, or perhaps under- 
stand, my dearest lady,' replied Mr. Mudd, to 
save his diffident wife. ' If you will take a walk 
in our little domain, we will tell you all.' 

^ Of what sort are your difficulties?' said Lady 
Elma, as soon as they were out of the house. 

* ITie difficulty of making ourselves endured: 
we do not like to say much on the subject before 
the children.' 

* And of getting advantages for our young ones,' 
ndded his wife. ' But we shall surmount them 
in time ; and we will have patience.' 

* You astonish me,' said Lady Elma. * I should 
have supposed you worshipped here. But as to 
your children, what are, their disadvantages ?' 

* That,' answered Mrs. Mudd, sighing, ' is the 
cause of what you see in Mary. Such young 
creatures as she, take all the care you can, will 
suppose every thing made up of goodness and 
pleasure. We. left a very comfortable neighbor- 
hood : we were in a street, where we had good 
friends on both sides ; and as they were largQ 
families, and the parents clever people, our girls 

improved 
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improved very much by the acquaintance; but 
now, poor things ! tho' I believe they are as mo* 
dest and humble as they can be, and I am sure 
we have brought them up to give no offence, they 
can hardly get civil treatment; and sometimes I 
am almost tempted to wish we had staid where we 
were ; but John Mudd said it was a shame to get 
any more money, when so many people wanted it; 
and there were two young men just going to marry 
two sisters, all nice young people, and they just 
wanted the business ; and they could not afford 
to be at much expence, so my husband said, ' Then 
take it all, and God bless you with it.' — Jis I say, 
thafs like one of John Mudd's bargains ;-— but 
somehow, they all do better than other people's 
bargains ; and he thought it right to come among 
our own town's-people : but we did not indeed 
think it would have been quite so.' 

* Do, now you have begun,* said Mr. Mudd, 
* tell our dear lady of the ball. I do not love to 
be ill-natured ; but certainly, those who acted so 
by us, can never be angry at having it known.* 

' A ball was given a few months ago,' said Mrs. 
Miidd, * for the prisoners for debt in our jail, 
who could get certificates of their honesty. We 
thought we ought to go to it, or I am sure we 
would not have presumed. I took my two eldest 
girls, Mary and Judith. We were drest in good 
clothes, to be sure ; I should have thought it an 
affront to the neighborhood to be otherwise ; but 
we were as plain as possible, that we might not 
0^m to ape fashionable people. I made the girls 

stand 
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Stand the lowest in the second set ; and I had got 
two young men, whose parents were then at 
Brighton, and to whom my husband had done 
kindnesses, to dance with them^ Had you seen 
how the poor things were jostled, as the ladies 
came down the dance, and how careful they were 
not to take my daughters' hands, you would have 
laughed; but / could have cried. Now they 
certainly, I must say, though I am their mother, 
danced by far the best of any in the room, though 
they were frightened : they had very good partners, 
and being nice figures and very active, and having 
a good ear, and as I had always made them, what* 
ever they were learning, do their best, — when they 
went down the dance,, a great many gentlemen 
asked who those charmifig girls in the plain 
dresses were. I heard various answers given ; and 
I even heard one lady say, * O ! don't praise them, 
fbr God's sake; they are Mudds:' another added, 
*they are people rolling in their own dirt ;' another 
thanked God ^ she was not rich ;' and one said 
something in French about boue^ that I could not 
understand. — I am sure if your ladyship had heard 
all this, you would have said, your old servant 
paid dearly for all his money*/ 

. *WeUf 

• Were we writing essays, our experience would fumkk 
Qiatter, in abundance, for one ' On the distinctions in society •/ 
and we should take the opportunity to observe, that the mor^ 
tificattons now and then experienced, by those allied to the 
house of Mudd, are blows inflicted by the recoil of a spring 
drained beyond its iDclination. Few are those who can unit« 

' dignity 

s 
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• Well!' never mind, wife,' said Mr. Mudd, 
clapping her on the shoulder ; * the origin of the 
&t^er w\\\ be lost in the next generation ; and after 
all, what does it signify, if it does not hinder our 
doing good ? — a few j-ears hence, and we shall be 
on a level. — I own it vexes me sometimes^ but I 
call myself a fool when I think of it. I should not 
mind, if they were really persons of importance 
who set themselves against us ; but we are sur* 
rounded by a parcel of nabobs and planters ; and, 

dignity with a taste for popularity ; and many are the in- 
itances where to check the effects of the latter, an overbearing 
quantity of tl>e former has been assumed. We may play at 
being vulgar till we become so.; but the inconveniences at-^ 
tending it, will often admonish us to rein in, in time; and in 
proportion to tlie evil We dread, will be the coercion we prac- 
tice. The encouragement given, a few years since, to demo- 
cracy, has ended in the assertion of aristocratic rights ; and 
amongst those not quite sure of their footing at the base of 
the throne, there is certainly, at the present moment, a very 
sufficient jealousy of the approach of an inferior: — so does 
the balance of the world adjust itself ! Not twenty years 
ago, country-dances at a watering-place were rendered more 
'than naturally attractive to the lovely daughters of a Fitz- 
royal family^ by the distinguished part taken in them by ^ a 
.dashing, man' of a low rank in a disgusting trade.— We may 
question, by inference, for we cannot condescend to ocular 
demonstration, whether the association would now be thought 
correct ; we hope it would not ; for though we will never 
oppress any real and bonorfide Mudds, we shall always en<* 
.deavor to encourage distinctions of birth, even if we bar our- 
selves out in maintaining them ; while, at the same time, we 
will lend our aid to whatever can atone for the want of pedi- 
gfee, provided those experiencing it, give no cause to Lady 
•■ ' ' - ' , to repeat her correcting question, * Who can 

tkat .womaA. be ^-^ahe in. too proud for a duchess/ 

* ■ 

, I dare 
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I dare say, half of them were not mach above tl§ 
in the outset JTiey have braved it, indeed, and 
forced thernselves into notice* My wife and I 
cannot do that ; we cannot condescend to bait trapi^ 
with venison and turtle, for the sake of being 
visited : we too have our little pride : I will not , 
smuggle the productions of a country we are at 
war with, for the sake of being said to keep a good 
cellar; nor will I help my neighbors on in the road 
to repentance, by making gluttons of them, because 
I can afford to pay double the market-price for 
niceties : I should be a pest, instead of an advan- 
tage to my native place : I would rather sit down 
to a leg of mutton and turnips, with my laborers^ 
than do this ; and yet, I trust, we have no taste 
for low company. I shall always take that honest 
fellow Owen Felltjiam's advice, ^ not to express 
my humility in unworthy actions/ 

* And,' said Lady Elma, ^are you not visited?' 

* O ! yes,' answered Mr. Mudd : ^ my wife ha» 
morning visitors, who come out of curiosity to see 
how absurd we can be; and we are invited to 
State-dinners, that we may see how grand it is to be 
great. At these dinners, I can observe the conver- 
sation often turns upon heraldry and cohnej:ipn3 ; 
and when the ladies retire, the proceedings of the 
ministry y the a£fairs of great people^ the secrets 
of the cabinet^ and very often painting and staiu^ 
art/ are the subjects : we had a neighbor who got 
a party of his young college-acquaintance to meet 
us; and then nothing pleased but Horace and 
Yir^tl ahci Homer, I dare say they thought any 

thing 
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Hiing would do to irnke poor Mudd stare at their 
kaming ; but as it had been your honored father's 
good pleasure to send me to school, and I soon 
found I could make myself rich in marbles and 
tops and bats and balls, if I could do the other 
boys* exercise for them, I fagged like a little 
horse. It would have cost too much to keep me 
on in tiiis track, and it did not seem as if it would 
be of much use to me ; but at Mr. Macsoph's 
dinner, I certainly felt the advantage of it. When 
I dared to reply, or humbly assisted their igno- 
rance, which their advantages made disgraceful, 
s^d their cruel presumption scandalous, they were 
silenced ; and when I had seen the conversation 
safely landed on the subject of * whose mare would 
trot fastest,' and they were then * all at home,' I 
walked off, thinking, I confess, to you, of the 
fable of the Fox and the Stork, and almost medi- 
tating a jocular revenge ; but wife would not hear 
ofit' 

* No, no,' said Mrs^ Mudd. * Bear and forbear.' 

* No, no,' interrupted Lady Elma; * no bearing 
nor forbearing with such people ; I would make 
them ridiculous, wherever I could do it without 
degrading myself; it would do them good ; and you 
may be assured they will never resent it : such 
people are always cowards; and they will take 
any thing.' 

' Indeed,' said Mrs. Mudd, ' their insolence 
tries my patience more than it does his. I would 
otily ask what they would have us do. If any of 
them had John Mudd's talents ; if they could, ds 

vou IV. c he 



hi; ha$ dpne, make oaaahiiii^s a^d ipijib to sf^v^ 
horses, apd not to tftjie away the labor o^ the. poor; 
if they, I say, bad got, ^irly as he. haft done> a 
large fortune, what would tJiey do ? Wbati vroulA- 
they have e^^ do ; Ought we to bea.(i! intc^r^st oi>, 
interest; fot the sake of hoaj'ding or of boastingvf: 
our wealth? What would that do ? If >«e sti'ovo. 
tp- vie with thpse about qs, if we kept a fio€| caiw 
riage, gave grand liveries, ha4, v^hattbey call, a s$t 
of servant Sy a^d gave ourselves airs, I. should B(06 
wonder, ngr could I Qompltin j but ajl our carri- 
ages are quite plain, not even the letters of our 
names on them ; — and our family is so large,, that 
without theip we eoujd not move couafortaibly t 
you will see all about us J$ plain and: goodi At 
church, we have got leave ta put up a p»w, ateioet 
by thQ door ; but all will not do ; there i$ a prejor 
dice against us ; our naroe is. a joke/ ' 

* And a joke it may continue,' said Bir.'MtwSdj 
* there are some to which I prefer it, so long as iti*^ 
not Rascal Mudd, I canb^r it* 

* I, do not think,' continued Mrs. Mudd, - they 
suppose we are, capable of doing any thing. They 
cannpt, indeed» know the pains J have taken, not 
to disgrace our good fortune ; so I dare say they 
iinagine us as completely ignorant as if we were 
still poor. I am persuaded very few would come, 
if it were npt to laugh at us. We have', indeed, 
one family, much in our own circumstances as to 
birth, who will, I believe, be civil to us ; but I do 
not know how fhet/ will suit us. And soon after 
we. got ioto the house^ tl)^ two. great Miss Old- 

castlesj, 



caslles, who have takeo a nnseraUe cottage here^ 
aad called it CoDway-lodge|» came to make a visit: 
ttey questioned my girls about their accomplish^ 
meats, as if tbey were sure they could have ooaei 
Knowiag that these young womea were of highr 
birth, but unfortunately living on t very small 
pension, I had hoped we might do, them some deli- 
cate kindnesses in return for their condesotnsion ;. 
but I soon found it impossible* Their behavior 
was so provoking, that I made my Mary shew the 
room she has filled with her drawings in amr jout'* 
mes ; and I made Judith produce her mockl of a 
most, beauti&l little sheep we had : Sarah shewed 
her portraits of her brothers and sisters; and 
Martha and Jane played a duet; and th^ had nice- 
work to she\t, and a great oiany other useful and 
iagenious things, which every body who has tau^it 
tbeatf said did them credit*/ The kdies thed 

seemed 

V 

* in mentioiw}^ in aiiy w^y, tbo mgeQiom ms of female 
talents^ we cannot, without rendering pur work very dcr . 
fective, omU to speak of a singular performance of a lady in 
Smrry, wiro^ on a sca!c of the sixteeitrti of an rrrch to el foot, 
besR^ade^ in wood, and with 1 n^tfita thd de^icsity tb^M^ 
cannot bie \sAapnk6i a modd of h«t fathcrV house. Si^rb bpi* 
been her minute accuracy, that her Lilliputian gates, inclose 
sing the outlets of t)ie mansion, all swing on their hinges, and 
«hut truly, .with latches scarcely palpable; dnd tfot content' 
With satisfying the eye by an imposing facade, she has m9rde 
ker pi pear of tfea-lead carry oflf watef as comptetdy front h^t* 
roof, as those of a larger traltbre do the rain from the dwelling. 
Nor was t?ie task iri itself a vcfy comitiort demafid on ingenuity j 
for the building she had to copy, was of grrtrt frfegtfl«rity ; 
and parts of it required iMth eXtreifWe' nicety of finger, ti^ 

c 3 mijghi 
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seemed half angry that we could do any thing Dte 
otlier people. One of theni had on her shoulders 
a very beautiful worked muslin cloke : it slipt ofl^ 
and her sister set her foot through it Miss Old- 
castle was, I saw, sadly vexed : it was French 
work^ just new, and a present ; and in her pet, she 
said to her sister, * You know it is tlie only thing 
I have to come out in. ' Mary, looking at the torn 
place, which was in the work, and really pitying' 
her, said, very modestly, that, with her leave^ she 
could repair it, so that it should never be seen^ 
she had the pattern, and having worked it for a 
dress for herself, she could very easily make it 
good. Miss Oldcastle was, I am quite sure, goingto 
say she was obliged, and would have accepted the 
c^er ; but her sister stopt her, and I heard her 
say in a whisper, * No, no; if the Mudds have it, 
throw it away.' Miss Oldcastle therefore said, 

Mt is of no consequence.' A few days after, 

to my surprise, they called again, and brought the 
two Lady de Hauteforts, Lady Waveney's daugh- 
ters, who had rode over to see them; I dare 
say they sent for them on purpose. When they 
had introduced thdse great ladies, they asked to 
see the drawings and the model, and they looked 
at them in such a way, that 1 was glad M^hen the 
model was safe in its glass-case again ; they stared, 

might hare disieouraged pcrsoDS used to the finest cabinet- 
work : it was the employ nu^nt of leisure, and may be looked 
un as .the iudex of a very extraordinary conformation of fe- 
male intellect, rendered doubly valitable, by the Retiring mo- 
desty with which it is accompanied. 

and 
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and they took out their glasses, and snifted, and 
set their hats right, and in short, did all they could 
to shew how they despised us. * Tliey have time 
enough for these things/ said I^y Paula, aside, 
to the eldest Miss Oldcastle, ' for I hear nobody 
visits them;' and all the time they were in the 
house and grounds, we heard such observations as, 

* I dare say they pay people,* — * they would never 
be found out, for who cares about them?' — ^^ vul- 
gar wealth,' — * perhaps these things are to be sold.* 
— * I ivas so provoked, Lady Elma, that I could 
iiave set the girls to work before tbem, but as my 
husband said afterwards, it was not worth their 
soiling their hands.* , 

' We are sadly talking about ourselves, my 
dear,' said Mr. Mudd ; ^ suppose we, in our 
turn, were listeners now.' 

' You shall listen by clnd by,' said Lady Elmas 

* at present, I want to be informed; I want to heai* 
a great deal more ; I hope you will not suffer all 
thb nonsense to drive you from your house, or 
your purposes.' 

' Certainly not/ said Mr. Mudd. ^ It was the 
conviction that what I meant was right, that made 
me decide on coming hither; and I shall abide by 
loy decision. There are three or four families in 
thci town who remember me a boy, and who are 
respectable people; and we can associate with 
them. My wife and I are determined never to do 
any thing but what we think fit ; and we have no 
cause to. shrink from any examination; nothing 
worse can be said of us, than what we say of our- 
selves. 
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j^elnl. I was bom at tlmt cottage there, that is 
now the entrance to my farm-yard ; for my father, 
when he had paid bis elder brother's debts, had 
nothing of bis own ; and that poor habitation he 
ivas glad tb quit, when my lord's father offered 
him bis place as bailiff at Havensburyp My wife 
IS of much finer birth than I am ; she was bora 
^ at the first baker's shop as you enter the town. I 
loved h^r from a child ; and as soon as I got into 
the nortbi after your good father's death, and when 
my lady and you were in France, I saw I could 
just manage to maintain hen I remember when 
I mad^ her my poor offer, and she was ready to 
cry, I made her laugh, by bargaining that she 
i&hould n0ver insist on my keeping her a coach ; — 
ah ! little did I then foresee, bow good Providence 
would be to us ! She kept her word, however; and 
it was I who h^ to propose a carriage, that we 
might take the brats to church. I am sure whei} 
we eame here, we had nothing in pur minds bilt 
a wish to live quietly, to assist our neighbors, and 
to spend our money properly. . We always aay, 
^ Don't let us be arrogant : — moQey cannot metke 
ff^W^p M H CM f aaily make fools/ 
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CHAWER LXVII. 

t%e parvenus continved. Vulgar anecdotes. Pacts and trpi* 
niims* The dxH:t0t^$ lady, - The apsrtkecaryU mother. 

TiTRNlNG toward the house, Mr. Mudd was 
called aside by a laboring man : having gone a . 
little way back, and heard what he had to say, 
he seemed so excited to merriment, that Lady 
Elma requested to know the cause. * We have 
been anxious,* said he, * for some days, about a 
a little run of water that seemed much inclined to 
overftow. This poor fellow came to me, . good 
soul ! on purpose to make me easy, by telhng me 
the water would rise no higher ; for he was per* 
suaded it had found a vent below ; could any one 
forbear laughing ? the man certainly thinks there 
is a cess-pooi in the middle of the globe.—* Could 
he say It?^ asked La0y Elma. — * Exactly as I tell 
you,' answered Mr* Mudd : * it is matter of fact, 
flot invention^ 1 assure you : this is pure simpli^ 
city: but you who have not seen variom society^ 
can have no idea of the unintentional Tvit of the 
lower classes. The Irisli have the honor of being 
often recordfed ; but we ought not to pass over our 
own countrymen, t dined at a tavern in London; 
where the wine-measure was so short, that X said 
to^^ f^ very young waiter, * Pray, my lad, is this a 

pint 
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pint or a quart?' — * Neither, Sir,' replied hd, 

bowing. Going most provokingly slow in a 

hackney-coach, when I was in a great hurry, I let 
down the window, and said to the man, * Do you 
call this going on? he stooped down and answered 
me, ' Do you call it standing still ?^ 

\ But,' continued Mr. Mudd, 'others have beeo 
more fortunate than myself. A very tall gentle- 
man of my lord's acquaintance, but whom you 
cannot remember, being caught in a bard rain, at 
a time when there was a rivalry amongst a parti- 
cular description of London taylors in making 
great-coats for immediate sale, he went into one 
of these warehouses to equip himself, and found 
waiting there, for the same purpose, a gentleman 
as remarkable for his shortness and bulk, as he 
wad for the contrary proportions. *Tis very odd,^ 
said one of them to the taylor, after a long fruitless 
endeavor to suit them, * that when you profess to 
keep great-coats of all sizes, you have none that 
will fit this gentleman or me.' — * Sir,' replied the 
man, * 'tis true, I do keep coats of ajl sizes ; but 
i do not make them to fit hop-sacks or hop-poles.* 

* I can match your last instance,' said Lady 
£lma, when the innocent mirth pxcited by tliese 
genuine pnecdotes had subsided: **My mother's 

friend, Mrs. H , when in America with her 

Kusband, complained to a regirii^ntal-shoemaker 
on behalf of another lady, to whorii hp gave trouble 
in fitting her shoes. — * It is very remarkable,' said 
she, * that me you can always fit, Mrs. R . you 
zi^^^ can/^ — * I beji your pardon. Madam,' he 

Replied, 
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replied, * I can fit Mrs. R. as well as I can 

fit yoa ; I can make shoes to fit her fett^ but not 
to fit her htad^ 

' I yield to you, dear lady/ said Mr. Mudd ; 
^ But now allow me to repeat to you an instance of 
vulgar good ^ense in a little farrier in this neigh- 
borhood, when we ware fearful that the harvest 
would turn out a very short crop. One of my 
girls overheard a man who lives just by, say to 
him, ' I am afraid I cannot congratulate you on 
your crop/ — *No,no; to be ijure, it's bad enough; 
but I never likes to grumble ; 'tis so, as one may 
say, flying in the face of the Almighty ; and you 
may be sure He will always take care of us ; if we 
ha'nt it now, we shall have it next year ; He never 
forgets us ; it's all ms^de up to us one time or the 
other.' — What wit can compare with such sense?' 
' And do you think,' said Lady Elma, ^ when 
due praise had be^n bestowed on the temper . 
of mind indicated by Mr. Mudd's anecdote, 
that such sentiments will be very prevalent, %vhen 
the endeavors of your philanthropists and philo* 
sophers of this country have succeeded in persulad- 
ing the lower c:lasses of the community to be dis- 
contented ? do you think convincing them that they 
have rights which entitle them to a share in all 
the good things of the world, will assist their thank- 
fulness to the God of Heaven?' 

' Certainly not,' replied Mr. Mudd ; * the only 
effect I find in my neighborhood, from those who, 
tidder pretence of assisting the poor, inflame their 
passions, is that every day it becomes more diffi- 

4 jcult 
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euH to do good ; ami the value of a leg of mutton 
^ery day decreases, notwitbstaadkig the hardship 
of the times. I do not say they are not as glad 
ks jever to receive it ; but in some instances, I have 
found the sense of obligation very mdchi diminished, 
and, in such cases, as 1 do not wish to assist my 
Mi^hbors in conveying thecnselves to a worse vt^orld 
than thi», I bdd my hand, and wait for a better 
spirit Yet on the whole, I do hope, if some 
interested people would but be quiet, the paor ar^ 
fiot ttiuch worse than they used to be. We sliould 
be, perhaps, more than ever shocked now by tf 
£ict that I have heard my mother, who lived in a 
village near London in her jroutiger days, assert.--** 
I bafe heard her speak of a farmer, who, in a ba4 
hay-season, quite unlike my daughter's heroi 
actually took bis hay on a pitch*fork, and huug it 
4>n the hedges, as ^e said himself, to make Pt-o- 
vidence ashamed of it : he used a more awful term 
that! Providetice ; but it will give you my mean* 



ifig*^' 



Lady 



• For the food of those who love to match the faults of 
low life by those of the higher classes; or else, prompted by 
a loVe of justice, we give the countcf-pstf t of this impiety of 
former D*-— , in the ttply of Sir B— ^ W-— • to h\i father# 
when, visiting him on the l0«s of his mistress^ he S9id ^ &o 

E , 1 hear you hare lost your friend/ * Yes,' replied 

5)f £. y < God Almighty, I thank him, has done his worst/ 

— We shall be expected to blame this ejipression ;— rWe do 
not :^— wc Allow such licence to alt who 6h<isc to live in the 

lie^uce of Sit E W*~r— . U Jt tfolse thfln the sanctity 

Qf.tstfn^nou tt8e4.by a womaA of hmilyf and who^ without 

' " ^ ' ' thi 



t-ady Elma laughed i gorge dephyie. Gertruifc 
m%& horror-struck. She said to Lady Elma, gently, 
' How can you laugh?' 

* Laugh?' replied her ladyship, * my dear girl, 
'tis just the ri^t way of treating such folly. Do 
not, I beseech you, imagitie that I think more 
tightly on the subject than you do; but, ki my 
opinion, had all this foolish- fellow's neighbors set 
up a shout and hissed him through his village, 
they might have prepared him., by shame of his 
folly, to learn a little discretion, if not piety. Cah 
you concjcive any thing in savage ignorance toet> 
cejed it ? Would you trust such a man more thati 
you would an ideot or a lunatic ? O ! let us laugh, 
I intfeat you, ^t all wickedness ; let us deride it; 
let us bunt it dowi) t let our contempt be con* 
fiistent ; let us endeavor, that all who will not fear 
Odd, should fear man ; and we shall do more than 
fnissionaried.' 

« 

Aa n^eid^iit m out df hb fields, called M& 

Mudd away ; %xiA the ladier entered . the house 

, tiithoirt hitD. Mrs. Mudd proceeded to she^ the 

v)titiDr9 |b« liou4f ; add it must have been spleen 

\M&U ^i^Kb Qoold $nd fault with the style and 

t^^kaft temptation, ioTolved herself in an infamous inter* 

.^Qutse with fteliusbanti of* JLady C— r- M ? After a 

lebeSsliry Reparation bad taken place between the husband 
HjoA Me, tlliiadtfhrais iUpe<l to keep tm <ef«U) as It is (ra)led^ 
m4 wrote tft IMy (r»— *, •asuring her; ihat Mn M— *- and 
l^^n«ver«iniUe<i her ladyship ia their prayers.-7*It. laight 
(e trnei ^i yet thq Daitjr.nerer insulted by the profane 

manner 
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manner in which it was built and furnished. The 
owner's nnechanical head, had certainly enabled 
him to fit it up with particular convenience. Un^ 
necessary trouble, dangerous exertions, of strength, 
and waste of time, Mere spared ; but no ostentation 
of expence, no successions of heterogeneous tastes, 
or needless decorations, were to be found in this 
plain, comfortable, and most thoroughly elegant 
dwelling. 

How poor, in comparison of the modes of life 
she was now contemplating, did the idle vacuum 
of Brighton appear to Gertrude ! yet she checked 
herself in her comparative censure, by recollecting, 
that few of those whom she saw there, were at 
home. She could only resolve, if ever she was 
mistress of a house, (o make it her home, and be 
settled in it. 

leaving finished the survey, and returned to the 
room they had quitted, they found there a table 
spread with refreshments, in a style of propriety 
and neatness that necessarily produced elegance- 
Mr. Mudd now rejoined them; and in a tone of 
jocular authority, he called for ^his butler.' A 
titter among the young people, w^as followed by the 
answer of the third girl, who, with a sort of drilled 
precision, took her orders. 

* We have no clerk of the cellar,* said Mr, 
Mudd, nor even a * butler;' the one would ill 
become us ; the other. I hope we shall never need ; 
it is a situation of temptation, in which, I think, 
as few ought to be placed as possible: those whose, 
enjoyments are scarce, will sometimes snatclj[ therri 
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loo eagerly ; and I do not like the sort of vigilance 
to which it would oblige me, or the detection of 
fraud to which it might subject me ; I have per- 
haps seen too much of the tricks of a cellar. I 
Kke my girls for butlers, better than my boys. I de- 
test a ceUar-coxcomb : there is no occasion to give 
one's friends bad wine, or to shake up a bottle of 
port like a phial from the apothecary's ; but if a 
cellar is well-built and arranged, and things are 
not done in all the hurry of negligence, the wine 
n^ill be good without talking about it. I super- 
intend the taking it in, and my girls give it out by 
turns, as they do every thing used in the family. 
God bless them ! they assist their old father very 
willingly.' — * We can never do too much,' replied 
sweet Mary, not raising her eyes, and perhaps 
not knowing she had spoken. \ 

Lady Elma partook, with all the enjoyment her 
warm heart gave her and communicated to others, 
of this easy hospitality. Gertrude shared every 
attention, and was encouraged to conversation. 
' Now, dear lady,' said Mr. Mudd, ' how shall we 
amuse you ? Can you tell us what you would 
most like? We are not, we well know, such 
company as you are used to. I can, indeed^ 
shew you a few prints and books that serve to 
comfort an ignorant man who could never seek 
what tliey bring to one's knowledge. Wten I see 
young people throwing away the advantages of a 
liberal education, I cannot but think what I would 
have given to have been brought up to the church: 
I kel like the old admiral who scolded bis maid 

for 



9A . THI& C4UNX£$$ AND 69HTIIUI>B# 

la. » 

fot throwiug away the outside-leaves of cabb^gea 
and the parings of turnips, bidding h£F recollee^ 
how glad be should have been of them, whea 
^ midshipman on a long voyage* But God'9 
will be done ; he has determined for oi^ better thasi 
\ could have done for myself,— Will you se^ 0ur 
book-room ? — wife, have jou she^i^n it ?* 

* No^' replied Mrs. Mudd : * to say the tnrtl^t 
I did not know whether Lady £ima might think. 
ve wanted a hook-room,' 

.. * Right, wife; but let us shew it: hang it,, no 
concealments/ 

' ! I beseech you,' said Lady Elma, ^ let m© 
see the book-room ; — but you should call it » 
library^ 

* No, my dear lady, not till I call- my bed-roont 
a cubiculum. But here are my books, call their, 
stable what you will. Your honored grandlather's 
m^oMy has iiot been thro^vn away ; I am s>ure be 
would say so, if he knew that, at fifty-three, I caci 
read with the eagerness of twenty. My hooks are, 
next to my wife and- children; my greatest comfort ; 
tfcey ^ teach one how to live and how to die ;' and 
ia the leiaure I now enjoy, though I %m pretty 
busy, I can still, I find, iiuprove my faeuhics ; 
Uianks to a constant hfibit of industry ! there's oo*^ 
thing like it. Your young friend here, — and 7ny> 
young friend too« I will call her, looks so ktnd^ 
hearted) thai X am sure she will take a little advice 
from an old man* Never, my dear young lady^ 
if yon have once been in the habit of empk)ytcig 
yauiTtioif and your fticulties) g^e it u|^ ; never say 

*it 



' it is too late to l^am/ I do not, on my conici* 
ence, believe there is so much diflfei^ace between 
talents, common talents, I mean, as between 
powers of ihdus^}^; and in tliis idea, I ma sup-^ 
ported by the opiaioii of IbM doa^ Gibbon, who m^ 
Mel as* be was, cou:ld yet dii-ect, iiipobts of mens 
prudeoce'*^: hesays^ the differeoae sabsbte in tiia 
power of applicaticn ; and I sm euire it does : for 
when i was a boy, I have vodoxj a time seea the 
fkble of tjhe Haare and tiie Tortoise exenpiified. I 
usfid to fret, when I saw other boys so fai* befera 
ibe, tin i found at last, that their- reliaaee on their 
pow^r of ^ ietching up,' deceived th(em, and oftem 
made' theni wail ftH' me; and this spurred me on. 
I^ ktifdw an instaaace^ of the advi^ntage of a CMdtadt 
habit of ind(3FStry^ which ouglit ta.encourage every 
one against the whigpers of the- laiy spirit* If 
was aii^ old; gendendan, very liltle short of sey&nfy; . 
wko wishing to relieve hi^ ey^, by' raixidg'- a liaie^- 
activity wkh Ikis sedentary esDploymenfel^ toofeto- 
tbe4sta% of shells, and before his 'dea«h, was cm^ 
sidered,. byipersotis Cdnvepsant* on the subject, as^ 
the, father of this bramesh of knowledge: at a^c*- 
tbns. in LoadoM, he wa^s appealed to in all ^fcries-« 
tions ; ismd? his <)pinioiv ^muld settle* any dispute^ 
I am quite, though very IwimWy, of thfe opinkm of* 
that great nan, ^hop^^ Camberiaiid; tba« '^ it is ^ 

• A faint hope exists, that the historian m^^ht not Jeserve 
to be thus stigmatised. In Hayley's * Life of Rohme'y,' we are 
told, nuU.Gibhonfs ttst wordfr w«re, ' JVMi Dieii^! Boa Dieu ! * 
Majit b€ 4Q| V • , . • - 

5 better 
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better to wear out, than rust out; ' so I shall try to 
learn as long as I live.' 

They now reached the modest, well-situated, and 
well-stored ' book-room/ where no ostentatious 
arrangements or gaudy bindings caught the eye : — 
cases contrived to prevent injury, inclosed the col« 
lection: — the young people opened them by a 
mechanical contrivance that prevented any hin- 
drance or loss of time from the inclosures ; and 
Lady £lma saw a collection of books that would 
have done credit to any English gentleman. ^ Here 
is a book/ $aid Mr. Mudd, taking from tin upper 
shelf, a little ugly Dutch-looking 18mo in ablack 
binding ; ^ here's the book, which, next to that 
which teaches me to thank my Maker, I value : 
this Horace I bought with a shilling your good 
grandfather gave me for being the first in my 
class.. I remember having for my Christmas task, 
to learn that ode which describes the pleasure of 
those, who, after a life of business, can get into the 
country, and into their awn country. And this it 
was, my dear lady, that warmed my heart, and 
seemed to set up an object worth working for. I 
. could say great part of that ode, even at this time 
of day, I am sure, without missing a word ; and 
here I am now, ta my heart's content, thank God ! 
To be sure these were not my father's fields, I had 
no ' paterna rura;' but they are fields honestly 
purj(thased; and I bless God for them,, and for a 
spirit of thankfulness which I am sure doubles 
ievery blessing. And now^ dear lady, do not let 

us 



tU£ COUNTESS AND GERTRUDE. Si 

iis keep you standing here ; but jf^ at any time, 
you want such books as we have^ recollect that 
* all I have is thine.' — Come, come; I see your 
heart in your lovely eyes j we will not talk any 
taore. I must now ask you fifty questions : how 
long is the longest time you can spare us ?' 

On Lady Elma's frank confession, that she 
meant not to return home till the evening, her host 
said, 

' You are very good, my dear lady j yoii do u^ 
honor :-^were all but like you ! But you will not, 
I am sure, like dining with such a crew ; we have 
five of the girls of our party, the rest are in the 
nursery. I do think, I should feel more happy, 
if you and Miss Aubrey would take a chicken by 
yourselves; that is, I mean, not to make us sit 
down with you/ 

* Then, my good friend,' said LadyElma, 'it must 
be at the inn that we dine; Believe me, with far 
more heart-felt pleasure than I could meet at the 
first tables in the kingdom, shall I sit down with 
you and your family* Do not suppose me so fin6 
or so stupid, as not to feel such a holiday as this/ 

' But your young friend here^ cannot have that 
interest m the scene ; and she may not think quitel, 
as yoii do : I do not know^ indeed, tvhether she 
ought ; for though pride wounds me sometimeSj 
yet I think every body must be allowed to keep 
their place ; and perhaps we have as much pride 
as our neighbors, in not chusing to quit our's/ 

* You ' do not know toe, sir,* said Gertrude ; 
' Lady £lma s kindness to me is the greatest con- 

,voL. IV. J> dcscension; 
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descension ; I have no pretensions to her notice \ 
for I am a being without dependence or mde- 
jpendence/ 

' No, no, no,' said Mr. Mudd, * young lady, 
such a case is impossible : dependence on Hea- 
ven ; independence in your head and hahd^ ; aha 
John Mudd^s best exertions for every one dear to 
Lady Elma De Ruse/ 

Lady £hna expressed a wish to walk into the 
town ; and she now retired with her host and 
hostess for a little private conversation. During 
her absence, the young people acquitted them- 
selves in the handsomest manner of all those at- 
tentions which could makeGertrudefeel at ease with 
thenr r and finding she had not seen the nurseries 
and school-room, they led her through them. In 
the latter, two of the younger children were saying 
lessons to a young woman of a most prepos- 
sessing appearance, and most respectful man- 
ners ; and here Gertrude was soon joined by Mr. 
Imd Mrs. Mudd and Lady Elma. 

* You see,' said Mr. Mudd, as they quitted the. 
apartment, * we could not do without a governess. 
My wife^ though I tmist do her the justice to say, 
she has taken great pain§ not to be ignorant, was, 
as you may Appose, afraid of taking the matter of 
education on herself ; and as to sending our girls 
to school — ^^it did tiot signify for boys, they must 
rough it through the world ; and if they are af- 
fronted, their fists can set it right; — but as to girls, 
it is a very different business : at low schools, no 
good is to be obtained ; and at such as we could 

have 



hsiW tttist^, they i«(ould bave been, perhaps, de« 
spid^d) a»d <cm«e<{ueCitty unhappy, poor things i 
de^dcfS, nothir^ ^ould have prevailed on my wife's- 
pride Or mine, Id have sent the Itttle Muddikins 
anadng^ y^r taaiy Airgustas and honorable 
Mioses. So^ whiltf bur faiiiily was growing up^ 
WecontriMed to educate the child of a very worthy 
man, for our purpose ; we gave her all the ad^an- 
taiges we could procunef for her ; and she ha^ nfofe 
Hiati irepaid whtft "we have done ; for she came of 
a good stock ; and there is something, I have aU 
way«; foand In that : by a good stock, I inean> not 
a distinguished ancestry, but an hoitesit descent^ 
^Qch as c»iabl^ oife to look the wc^id in the face ; 
and I coflf^s, it greatly astonishes sie to see so 
tittle p^idie tn feshioh on this subject : it may be 
a sore feeling peculiar to the Mudds j bttt I owft 
I do stare a Ulftte, ^hen people talk of birth and 
igftuatroto, and mate no scruple of mslrrying the 
daughters of adultresses, atid even their illicit pKH 
^ny. We had a lady in our neighborhood, when 
'we took possession of our house, who Vv'as vastly 
disposed to condescend to us, but we could not 
tondescend to lier ; she affected to consult niB 
^bout a cnatch for her daughter, and had the ef- 
-frontery, on my objecting to the character of the 
tiian, to Say, * But, my dear sir, we must not be 
•nice^ consider the circumstances of Augusta^s 
birth.' I €/i£^ consider them more than she thought; 
^for it would have broke my heart, had a son of 
^Ymie thought of such a match. Muddy a^ we 
are^ But as to our good young friend; in a 

D 2 year 
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year or two, we shall be able to do without 
her; and there is a very worthy i young cliergy- 
iriari, for whom 1 have been so happy as to get a 
living not far off, who has had sense enough to . 
see that he shall have a treasure in her : she 
is just one-and- twenty ; and I shall feel as if I 
had oMirried off nay eldest girl, when I have 
given her to him.* ' 

A servant now came in quest of Mrs. Mudd, to 
tell her that Mrs. Finish was in the breakfast- 
parlor. 

^ Pray say I will wait on her directly, William. 
— ^Will your ladyship allow me to leave you, and 
send Mary to you ? Mr. Mudd will not quit you.* 

* No, no ; dear Mrs. Mudd, do let me see the 
visitor; this is just what I wished^— Tell me a 
little iabout her.' 

* She is one of our physicians' wives.' 

i * What? has he more than one? jnyjdear,' said 

.Mr. Mudd* 

O ! no : I beg ydur pardon ; — she is the wife 

of one of our physicians.'— — * .Well ! and what is 

she? a good sort of a body?' — * O ! yes.'i * Is 

she a fool?' — * I can't justly say: no; l.do not 

, think she is. I fancy they have not been here long; 
but they were here before us : and I should think 
they are not rich, at least by their manner j bepause 

.-tiiey talk so much of what they can afford. J can- 
not find any body whq. knows where they come 

from.' * How does she treat you?' — ' Why, if 

I must speak the truth, she seems always sorry 

that she is obliged to be civil.' * Then, I in- 

treat 
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treat you, do not introduce me or Miss Aubrey to 
her ; behave to us with the greatest indifference/ 
— ^ O dear ! lady Elma, J cannot do that. Your 

ladyship had better not come/ ' But positively 

I will. You shall see I will behave very well. 
You must go in first/ — * O no ! I cannot indeed, 
in my own house/ ^ Well then, shall we follow 
you? — But I cannot trust you: you will betray 
us/—* No, certainly not, if your ladyship orders 
me to be silent/ 

Mr.Mudd withdrew, and the ladies followed Mrs. 
Muddi th6 young people all kept out of the way. 
Lady Elma took up the needle^work that one ot, 
the girls had left, and very coolly began^ stitchii^. 
Gertrude found some netting, and the conversation 
proceeded between Mrs.' Mudd and her visitor, in 
ffiis guise: * ... 

* The doctor is well, I hope, ma'am : I suppose 
he is not much at home.'— ^—* I never pretend 
to give any account of the doctors moveirients ; 
he is so hurried ! I scarce ever see him : they say 
there's none so ill shod as the shoemaker's wife ; 
and I am sure none are so ill looked after as a 
physician's family, if he's in full practice, like mif 
doctor.' 

Mrs. Finish was, during the whole of this sa- 
pient speech, addressing her eyes to the unintro-^ 
duced ladies. At last, unable to wait any longer 
for the friendship of Chance, she said, turning to 
Mrs. Mudd, ^ These • ladies-^staying with you, 
I suppose — ^relations ? ' 
'^ *0! yes/ 
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' O ! yes/ rpplied Lady Elaia, atariqg in the- 
piost uninformed manner, ^ couutrj'-cousm' 

' Mr. Mudd's or your », may J ask ? 

' Just the same relations tP both/ said La4y 
lEllma, ' all Mudds. We came all the way frgm 
Brighton this morning/ 

f Brighton very full juat now ?* 

* Don't know indeed, ma'am, just now/ 

* Pleasant rides about it ! ' 

^ Can't tell, ma'am; piay be for those who 
Jceep carriages :* — 8|id place for wearing put shoes 
r— things very dear/ 

Mrs. Finish now turped ^. little on her chair, 
fiway from ber new acquaintance^ as if satisfied 
that this was an unprofitable speculation. Lady 
Elma stitched away, and Crer^ude dared pot t9k^ 
Jier eyes off* her work. 

Mrs. Mudd was forced to begjp again ; ^ Yotr 
have a large family, ma'am/ 

^ Yes, IVfrs. Mudd, we havp ; bpt my sons hav^ 
a private tutor, and my daughters have a very 
jgood governess who attends the piaster^; ^ t 
have not much trpubl§/ 

' Your garden, ma'am, I beajr, is tbe^ fi^ert ip 
the neighborhood/ 

' Why, a3 po that, Mrs^ Mudd, I Mieve it iy 
the bes|; : it ought to be ; for the doctQf p^ys i;i^ 
piensely for it ; paly indeed it does npt signify tQ 
him fvbetJier he pays ti^irty pounds or iJ^^UinT 
^red : it's his hobby-bpr^e : be has just got ^ucb i^ 
cargo fif Cap? plants ! I pa^ \^ ^i j^\ hi^ ji^i 
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SO |)usy before I came out ! it serves, as I say, 
to fill up his time : I don't know bow many there 

were of them at it. I sometimes take a walk in 

> . ' 

it when they tell me there is any raritjf in \>\p\^ ; 
but I seldom get round it/ 

* Perhaps you like in-door employments/ - 

^ O dear I no;. I have a most exce}lent house* 
keeper. I ha4 her firom Lord Gorgington's. Ljidy 
Gorgington gave me a most excellent character of 
her : indeed I never hej^d a hptten and she indeed 
deserves it, fors^e is as a capable of seeding up 
three courses, as three dishes. We keep her in 
pretty gpb^ practice ; and there is, I think, a good 
deal in that : to be sure she's very expensive, and she 
will ha^v^' a gpod cook under her -^ indeed she has 
always, she tells me, heen used to a man-cook : 

, t . i'a/ ••,1.1 , ' I ., t • f 

apd I dpj^'j; think she would have taken any placa 
bu^ ours wi|;hpiit it: and as to the expence, why 
what is it, compared to the comfort ? My dinner 
cpipies op ,tab)e, and I j^ppyv no piore about it than 
^ ][^91>lp tbj^t dine with qs/ 

f j[ suppo^ YOU read a grieat deal then, - sai^ 
I^y 5^3, gawjkily. 

* O I yes, every ^hing that comes out.' 

^ i^ow I pity you !' exqlaimed La<ly £lma, 
l^ith perfect composure, aqd looking- her so full 
in the face, that she ' ivas forced to turn towards 
^ }ps. J^pdd stjU more. As if in revenge foi- 4 
speech she could not understand, she asked Mrs, 
Mudd if Mr. Mudd had yet named his house; 
9dd|ng, ' ^ iMjpppse.he will give it some fashipnaJble 

name. 
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pame. The doctor told me last night he should 
advise him to call it Miranda-place/ 

Perhaps neither of the wives knew perfectly the 
' force of the appellation j but Mrs. Mudd accident- 
ally answering as well as if she had comprehend- 
ed it in all its extent, replied, ^ He w^s talking 
last night of calling it * Servants hall.' 

Mrs. Finish affected to laugh, and to wonder. It 
seemed as if she wished to drive Mrs. Mudd to 
telling the legend of her family. This not suiting 
Lady Eima's purpose, she drew back the conver- 
sation to herself, by asking the visitor, very gravely, 
}i she knew of any family who wanted a semp- 
stress. 

* • 

The manner in which the question was put, em? 
barrassed Mrs. Finish completely. There was, 
perhaps, something in the style and manner of Lar 
dy El ma, that declared she was of no ordinary 
Tauk, yet her being found in Mr. Mudd's house, 
^ and the inference from what she had said, that she 
was related to the family, made her mlgarity un- 
questionable ; and whether her application on be- 
half of a sempstress, was to be understood as for 
herself or another, the doctor's lady could not 
conjecture. Determining, however, to be on tliat 
pght side which a person of good breeding would 
have suspected to be the wrong, she answered, with 
l^omething like civil disdain, that she never recom- 
pended servants, but perhaps her housekeeper 
could inform her. 

. f Might I call on her to ask, as I go back to 

Brighton 
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Brighton this evening ?' said Lady Elma, with such 
gravity as made Gertrude almost stare at her. 

' O! certainly, if you please/ said Mrs. Finish; :, 
' if you ring at the gate of the offices, and ask for ^ 
Mrs. Rule, she'll speak to you in her parlor. If 
you will dve me your name, I will tell her to be 
in the way. . 

* Elmer, ma*am,* answeired her ladyship, with 
unmoved features, and, rising tQ make an aukward ^ 
curtesy of acknowledgment. 

Mrs. Finish, as if she bad had quite enough of 
* such company,' soon concluded her visit with the 
demf-sarcasm, ' ' I see y«uVe got friends, Mrs. 
Mudd,' arid the merriment excited by Lady El- 
ma's incomparable acting, had not subsided when 
Mr. Mudd cq.me in. Gertrude was the only one 
who could expiq,in to him what had passed, and 
give the ^cene ; but she did it with spirit and ef- 
fect: they then trailed on Lady Elmato explain 
her meaning and her intentions. 

' To call,' said she, * in my way home, at Mrs! 
finish's, and leave niy ticket, with a request that I 
niay hear from her. I have said nothing that I 
cannot refer to my wish to serve another ; if they 
can find a sempstress's place, I can find the semp- 
stress presently • and great will be the good lady's 
confusion when she finds out, that I am not the 
sempstress myself* 

The wit of * Miranda place' had been explained 
Xo Mrs. Mudd; and the party were preparing again 
to set out, when another visitor was announced in 
jbe person pf Mrs. Firstcut * Our apothecary's 

mother/ 
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luQther/ said Mr. Mud4 ; * I shall fthgconjl/ * Sien^ 
by the 4octre§^ \.o reconnoitre, as I Uvp/ said X^ady 
{^lofip. ; * T^qw we ^re all to be ourseWep? 

Mrs. Firstciit was in Jlie greatest possible hupry. 
^^e h^)i only on^ minpte to spare ^ she must call 
0)1 defur Mrs. Fipisl} as she went back, ancl it was 
ironingrday, and she knew dear Mrs. Mudd cpi^ld 
tgll \vhat tt)at wa^, shg wap 3.ure.j but, indeed, th^ir 
washes we^e Dpjt to be cofp pared to ^eav IMrj,. 
Mudd's, for they were J)uijt two, as one might say, 
except tli,e flapi4 ||i?4 the boy; for Mr. Can^coal, 
tl^.e.ass^g^t, sent his things hpine jto be wasjtied;, 
anjj 4^1 the she^t^ apd ^able-linden tliey put out j 
i>ut b,er son's shirts .^ind ^cravats he was very, parti-? 
culqir about, a,ixd they wprQ all washjcd at home, and 
Ijie ba,d a [clefin one evpry d^-y, fi? .§ure aa the day 
Q^fj^e Tipund, ^nd it w,?^s v^ fit^ as he waited qix 
all tljie quf iity ; b.ut ^e cpu)4 not help ju|t iJ?illipjg 
in t9 agk the jgocjd ifamily how t;hey did : she poped 
we were all well : the dec^r little olive-branches': 
d^f^r gpod iRfr. Myi^d— sweet Miss ^.a^lqwy - 
i^n4 all til? ,^obd .family: she liop^ed, indqei^, 
thq littlp eiruption pn Miss ^arahV lip was sujbsi'* 
dcd ; sh^ d^^d ^^y it w^ only pQipp litljle 4gft3r^ 
miQ|itiQn pf Aonj^ .^ittle p&psiv<e ^n^ 
pccaj? jqn^d \fy cliecjced jper^pir^tign ^fter ^e hojk 
^eatjigr ; * ..d^ar jipw jxQt it hid ,h|een !— young peo- 
ple were very apt to drink cold water when they 
^erie hot ; 4WJ, ^pdeied, wk^ti she ,first heard of at, 
ijhe feared ,jt .mjght bjp Sj^rjiQqs ; .but I^rs. MuAd 
might always bp ,sur,e ..she .was <jn|te ,safe jn Mr* 
firstcut^'s h^ij^,; he h^d.^Jifih a^ca^e lately sis pj. 

Finish 
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college qI ph^^sicians : it w^s ^ rasper o^ l^^r^P^ 
Stiffclay*6 ; he had trod qpon his siekle, i^d ^%ji 
ciit ^^lro^gh ^« Mi Pf |jb foot till you might j^-r / 
^ But per^p# those ladies 4on^ \iko sqrgicpil ^^ : 
well, she ^ggfid pardop ; §he hoppd M^Ptpr Tl^chi . 
1B43, pretty little di^r ! hod i«cq)>eFiBd from tt)f( 
(#sqts pf bis fall. She wqa glad tp Qi^d b^r fear^ 
fpT th^ s^^ of Master Joseph's little bq^ireU W^r^ 
{^tmndl^i iadeed, if sl^e (bought »t all^ §be paight 
be mre b^r §qn yvo^id do eyery tbiag prpp^ ; it 
vas IgipQssil^le |;o (cnoiv sycb i^ ^we^l: afnjable i^-* 
W^y witfiput b^iqg pp.f jticij^ intere^t^d. Skfi beg^ 
g$d those Mie^' p^idpns, l^^t ^be bad always $9 
much to say wbe^ ^^ sfiw dear IVtrs. Mudd; for 
f b^y were jbQtb ^ en^geid io jtii^ir familyrconcems, 
t^at, MHBajte as they >v*eiie, tb^ey could ^dUom 
iifi$t ; JiHi( Mf «• Mudd «^9 jquite fan9QU3 for Iw 
potabUily j it w«i9 ji.Qe thing to be krmgbit up to 
be us^). Pid Mrs. Mudd s^ ^ carriage «nd 
fojar 4iiv# thrqugb the tow^ tb«.t ngt^ri^ng ? itf^uir 
«4 t» lie a widpw-ia4y'§, wilfe cr^^nets «L^d tbeai 
^bere things, suppoiters and four horses : ^e woor 
^f!ed yfiMa» h WjeQt ; for fh/& did m^ ^e it put up 
9<; tbc Gmff^y so ^be syppoied it wepjt ,thi:au^ : 
3he .SMppo>$€id it w^ cQine to s^i^e of tbejr^r^ 
Migbb9r$:; tb^y &U b^i^ad loig^l^, a^d spoilt the 
W^b^rj^pod. Sbis foaoed Mr^- M^dd /aund it 
y^py ^aob SQy for ^he tiiou^ tb<^ i^as a great 
d99^ pf , j)r(i4e 10 tfa^ p^e ; §« for :her, ^e ba4 
nm^ii ^ >sbe would ^ ^QQQ sit doi^ n ^^d itake a 
6()^ qf tefti ^r pls^ 4 litti§ ^p^Anyjiquackilk, x>r a 

I penny 
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penny a. dozen, if more agreeable, with any of the 
neighbors, if ever so low, as she would be stuck 
up in form with the grandees.' 

Gertrude, and perhaps Mrs.Mudd, had felt anx- 
ious to know how Lady Elma would act before* 
this new audience ; but she acted not Bt all : she 
had only now to .sit unemployed, and with her ac- 
customed perfect self-possession, to make the good 
gossip fefel silly ; and when 'she wound up her 
speech with * You didn't happen to see the coach 
I spoke of:' Lady Elma moving only her head, an- 
swered ifor Mrs. Mudd, who dared not speak, * I 
can inform you, madam ; it is Lady Waveney's 
carriage: it brought me here this morning, and car- 
ries me back to Brighton tliis evening/ - ^ 

; * O ! I beg ten thousand pardons, madam. Then 
, turning ii^, some fuss to Mrs. Mudd, ^These ladies* 
relations, I suppose, to Lady Waveney ; and fa a' 
\oy^et wheedling tone ; ^ Their dear names ?* 

Mrd. Mudd replied, almost accidentally, in d 
tone that seemed like reproach of the good lady's 
ignorance of the great world, * Lady Elma'p6 
Ruse, ma'am/ 

' The • grandees,'— the ^ ironing-day,' — th© 
* shirts and cravats,'— the * penny-quadrille, or 
a penny a dozen, if more agreeable,' all, all rti sh- 
ed into Mrs. Firstcut's face ; and begging pardon; 
and iterating 'Twas my mistake j 'twas, indeed, m^ 
mistake : O, laws ! ' she, in a stumbling hurry, got 
out of the room, and was quitting the house, when, 
as if hoping to recover herself in her own credit, 
^he turned bapk , and said, ^ Ar^ we to meet you, 

and 
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and the ladies at the doctor's this afternoon? Mrs. 
Finish has a party.' — ^Mrs. Mudd replying that she 
had not heard of it, the good lady set all straight 
by observing how very wrong it was of people to 
make distinctions. 

^ This is glorious/ said Lady Elma ; ^ she will 
now go and frighten Mrs. Finish: — O! what 
wretched folly ! as if there were not good breeding 
for every body. 1 know not which was the most 
insulting of these two foolish women : the one who 
would have oppressed us, or the other who would 
have consoled us. But here come more visitors ; 
you will not want me here. This is an open car- 
riage and four, with outriders and badges* I caa 
/do ho good here/ 



CHAP. 
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CIIAPTER LXVIIL 



iumptuoiis sdrdidttafis, An^^y dcportminf. CofnnrdH thwgs 
not nec^mriUf comfndn, TnsfUnccs. The 'pmiisiStH/* Cdn* 
vassMg, VolubUiC^^. Correethm, 

A suMPTUOvs equipage now cirove up tetiie door ; 
b»t the k^dy nottrbusing tbdescend, stent m message 
to Mrs. Mudd, reqitfesting her to coiue out to her. 

Mr. Mudd/Who was near, iatighing, rq)}ied: 
* No, hang it, that's rather too bfeid. Denre Mr«» 
Macmuck, William, to walk in/ 

' Mrs. Macmuck's compliments, and she's drest 
for a dinner at Brighton, and she's very late, and 
she begs my mistress would go out.' 

William had hardly finished his embassy, when, 
to save time, Mrs. Macmuck bounced in, drest as 
Jine as gold, silver, embroidery, lace^ and precious 
stones, and beads, French and English, Scotch 
and Egyptian pebbles could make her. 

^ O ! I know that style,' whispered Lady Elma 
to Gertrude ; * she has emptied her drawers upon 
ba:head: that's famous.' 

* O ! my dearest creature !' cried the fine lady to 
poor Mrs. Mudd, ' you will oblige me most univer- 
i5£Uly, if you will do us the favor to wait upon us 
Ao-iporrow to go to the review : I wants to make a 
mpnstrous party to outdo every bpdy : I hear the 

great 



gVeait bfe Hduteforts Are to be thi^i^ qiliizfti^ and 
that pferson Vhat'ssb toU'ch talked 6f !br a Wit, Lady 
Dlruce ; a!nd Wie LuxmoreS, and nfiy ftiVdi'ite ybnng 
Portargis, ahd thfe Miss Mfllioris, arid Sir Three- 
|per-cient Gohslors bride : %h^ Was, you ^ttoW, one 
iof 1;he Highbloods ; left Without a shilliftgl arid 
Yiow, I ^dppost, shell dash. I've brdered alltej 
dbth'es ffond t6wh ; to youll cdrne smai't ; "hot i* 
your o^d ^grum sityle ; arid bring aH the girfe tfnd 
&em ladiels; arid Mudd Will come, I knoW, trf 
courste ; for hfe "khows he's one of my flirts, a*rd we 
iiball gfve a gjfla-bifeakfast, and drive dff all toge- 
thter in i striAg, from the park-gatefe : ti^eakfkst 
exactly at ten, so you must be early : tiie review, 
\% told, h to be the 'finest thing ih nature.' 

Volubility, like this, never stopt to know how 
touch' bf It was listened to. As -Soon ais th^re was 
rbotn fbr a Wbrd, Mrt. B^udd replied, ' I ath 
'sorry I cdtincSt tfo as you wi$h, 'but i tiarinot 
leave home to-morrow.' * O ! dear 'me ! I wash 
I bad kbowh It. "Well! bUt yba'll prdmise 
'ih'e then 'lidt ko ^b in atiother p^tty ; ' fbr, I isball 
die if there 1Are' a larger than mine; andnoW I'rti 
so prdcrastindted : I dAnVknow who ^tte-tb ask; 
and you ki-e'*sb' matiy, it ttould have been sb nice! 
Well 1 if ycfu cah't'db thtit, "perhaps ybn would db 
"iiie aiiother iavbr : — ^ptay, ia:dies, be seated :— ^wonfti 
you ailoWVneto disjpense mykelf'of^ yotirig lady^ 
M weVe' Jg'dtf 5n' thetJarrfa^e; for a few 'ht>vxs ? Vm 
going to an immense dirrtier-^arty; and I know^ 
the rooms are monstrous smaill: Fm feare the din- 
iftg^parlor is not bigger than this ;— and you see> 
when one's used to such ropms as our's at the park^ 

one 
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one ^oes'n't Iqiow how to conform to small ones ^ 
that's, as I ^ay, the worst of a great house, and 
every convf nience and luxury. Now, I'm timor- 
some of teking any body, as is'nt, as you may say, 
recognised; and she came only last night, so I'd 
no tiiD^. I dare say you feel. what I mean; and 
thdugh she's a ward of Mac's, she's but a middling 
sort of person, and won't have, I diares to say, 
above a few thousands : her father is dead, poor 
thing ! and Mac takes care of her, as you may say, 
out of charity. ' Now, her being lowish, I know, 
makes no difference to you: would you just let her 
dine with you? She'll serve to hiake one, and amuse 
them ladies,* 

' O ! certainly, certainly, by all means,' said 
Mrs. Mudd, not knowing how to refuse. 

* Just help her down from the dickey,Mudd,* said 
Mrs. Macmuck, as if she must be obeyed with 
pleasure. * Come Augusta, come down! Lord 
Jesus ! what a figure !' 

* Can she get down safely ?' said Mrs. Mudd, 
going into the hall as Mr. Mudd approached the 
carriage, and cried, * Take care, young lady.' 

^O! I can get down; I can jump; but I must 
-shew my legs ; so you must not look nor laugh,* 
replied the gay Miss Rudesby. Down she jumped 
in safety ; and giving herself a hearty shake, like a 
spaniel out of the Thames, she was in order for 
Mr. Mudd's table. If she had any scruples, they 
were done away by her protecting friend's kind 
whisper, as she passed her to get again into the 

carriage: 
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carriage : ^ Never mind ; it don't signify how you 
are ; you are only to see the Mudds.' 

To trace the sordid means by which the parents 
of Mias Augusta Rudesby had made their daugh- 
ter a wealthy heiress, would disgust To those ac- 
quainted with London and its vicinities, it can be 
no information that immense fortunes have been 
Qiade by a submission to such drudgery as render- 
ad them at last hard bargains ; and to those not 
initiated in such mysteries, half that might be said 
would be incredible. That the preparation and 
tale of dogs* and cats' meat, has made misers, that 
the foundation of wealth has been laid by inches oi 
potm^um and the seals of letters, that old clothea 
will pay more than a knight's fee, and that unre^ 
dimmed pledges have given- pretensions to great- 
ness, if all matter of fact, and matter of rejoicing 
wbm'e the successfui practitioner ha^ borne meekly 
the consequent good. No one can be ridiculous 
but by his own imprudence ; and while we consider 
it is ooe of the feUcities of our happy island, that 
ev^ry one in it is born with a fair chance for enjoy^ 
ing every thing it has to give, it matters not wh^ 
ftber it be the peer or the <nechanic who for|j^ hif 
ra»k. 

Miss Augusta Rudesby called hersdf fifteen, for 
ahe w^U knew the value of time; but as all wh^ 
heard her i^« replied * But fifteen !'-^tt oa^y b^ 
wp^Q^ she was half a yeajr older. She had just 
loot the relation who had brou^t her up; and h^ 
^ few thousands' b^g, at times^ extremely useful t^ 
her gutodi^Q in the Auctuationa i4 public credit^ 

YiOf. IV, £ she 
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she was secure of civil treatment and toleration lo 
his house, which was now her home : she was saved 
abundance of anxiety ; for she knew not the days 
of the year when she had nothing, or those when 
a lucky victory or a groundless report had re-estab- 
lished her property. She was not aware, indeed^ 
poor thing ! of the advantage she offered to any 
one inclined to take if, by cutting off three years 
from her age ; but this was, as she would have re^ 
plied to any one warning her of it, * her own look- 
out* 

Most gladly would Mr. and Mrs. Mudd have 
postponed the honor done them by this damsel's 
visit ; but the matter admitted of no choice, as she 
had not then been seen. But Lady Elma's good 
humor seemed more disposed to extract merriment 
than offence from the intrusion ; and she set an ex* 
ample of chearfulness, by shewing that she for 
whose comfort they were, solicitous^ could be chear- 
ful under a vexation. 

The young lady's manners were as unpolished 
as if she had not aimed at superiority ; and she aim- 
ed at it, unconscious of her want of polish. She 
knew no distinction of ranks and classes ; she feared 
no one : to recall her to recollection of what was 
proper, was impossible, for of what was proper 
she had no knowledge, and with no other idea in 
her tnind than that every thing connected with her^ 
received, from that connection, an indefeasible right 
to do as it pleased, she launched herself on the 
w*orld, undaunted and undoubting. 

It required no common talents to be as disagree- 
able 
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able as this girl had made herself; for Nature bad 
formed her^ as if intending she should please. 
Nothing could exceed in beauty the fairness of her 
complexion^ the soft blue of her eyes, or the silkeo 
luxuriance of her flaxen hair : her person wanted 
only a little rounding to have been lovely : it was 
tall, slender, and delicate ; but the extreme of neg- 
ligence which appeai-ed co-eval with her birtli, and 
shewed itself in her form, her deportment, her 
dress, and conversation, made it almost to be re- 
gretted, that so much beauty was given into ^such 
hands ; and it proved, to the consolation of those 
mercifully styled ^ the plain/ that all loveliness is 
not lovely. 

The effects resulting from the question, ' What 
signifies it ?' and the precept, ' Never mind trifles,' 
were visible in her happy nonchalance* She had 
resisted, with the best success, every attempt to 
inform or to improve her, if any had ever been 
made ; and knowing her very base origin, she seem- 
ed to feel it necessary not to counteract its incon- 
veniencks, but to conform to it : she, therefore, did 
DOt eschew low company, and would exclusively 
have prefen^ed it, had she not contrived to niake 
all company equal in her acceptation. In too 
much hurry ever to do any thing as it should be 
done, always living in the future, and unable to fix 
her attention on the present, her short life had been 
a course of blunder and absurdity ; and a thing so 
nearly approaching to savage would scarcely have 
been endured any where, unless her property had 

£ 8 been 
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been considered as lier passport, or, as in the prer 
sent case, there was no option. 

She had, in three minutes, asked questions con- 
turning fevery body and every thmg in the room ; 
and the eldest daughters of the family, for the ge- 
neral relief of the rest, had offered to shew her the 
;garden, when Lady £lma, sayii^ in a low voice, 

* Let us stndenfts study Nature in all her vagaries f 
^signified that she should join the groupe. They, 
thisTefore, all Walked out together : Miss Rudesby 
certainly the person of most iiiip<»rtance. ^ Let 
foe look at that,' said she, as she walked backwards, 
sisaring Lady filmli full in the. eyes, for to say ^ the 
face' in common phrase, is taking too large a lioe 
of boundary. The * that' which she described, 
^oi^ by gesture than w6i*ds, vi^s somethings she 
could not tell what, which Imng round Lady Elma's 
^eck, by a gold chain, and which Was ciSNiceialed 
titider a fold of her dress. With a politeness that 
dught to have been felt as the keenest feproof, abe 
^rew out the picture of her husband, ai!Kl stood 
ivith the most perfect self^x)6sessioii, not only tbe 
db^rvation that be was ^ famous handsome,'' and 
tile kisses bestowed on this chrystal safeguard 'Of 

* the dear creature,' but the enquiries, who he was, 

^'here he was, and what be was ; and when ia- 

fbrmi^d on these points, the* subsequent iMerroga* 

tdries; fadw old he was, what he died of, and whe* 

thefc she was sorry for him. Mr. Mudd would 

foave interposed y and it seemed some command of 

t^nper m the party, Ihai they did not proceed to 

temporal punishment ; but Lady £hna was the poor 

girl's 
6 ^ 



girr$ champion. ^ Tbi^/ fi^id she aside, ' is the 
&ult of others : she is to be pitied ; a sense of 
shame, I fear, is not natural, any more than tkm 
love of truth, in one mind out of an hundred : let 
her go on. And I beseech you,' continued sbe^ 
^ tdl me what is the difference of this girl in low 
Ufe, and some others in high life ^ Do you nae^ 
with kss rudeness?' 

It was the youag lady's first flight fcoai Londoo ; 
and having never learnt any thing but through thi9 
medium of her eyies, all that she saw, wa» matt^ of 
wonder : she knew not oine fiower or one vegej^bte 
from another : she asked what a hothouse was fon 
and fancied herself imposed on, because ahe cojul^ 
make no one say it was a place to Uve in, in this 
winter : a green- house she supposed a green hoase: 
she talked of hens suckling chickens, and aiSked tft 
see the hole in the egg where the chicken got in ^. 
^ Do you know,' said Mr. Mudd to her, ' the dilr 
£Bxeixce betvseen a horserchesnut and a* ^h^wtr 

^ Tb^ \nS^ of on» of tbe uncler.pfiT^-kej^peis itt Clreen* 
Vficb, ojpfere(^ tQ a la^y some turkies of his wife*8 own suek? 
)ing ; and a man^s^ryant of Qur own family, when told to 
find the house of a Turkey-merchant, was sure he knew it 
by the number of turkies there. 

?!i]esse, and ^s>ilar inst«^nces qf wfLnt of acquaict^iice vit^ 
f^qimon things, coQie un4er the ^essfiription oi tbpse in whic^ 
Johnson vvQuld have pleaded for the culprit^ But> what 
would he have said to the gentleman who, describing the 
roughness of the Thames when he had been sailing with 
Yome friends, and having heard of a vessel going gu^wh^ 
$0, in order tp iiicrewc the i^iter^t of fds s^tua^t^Qn, protested 
fj^t f^e boat went gunwhak three / 

horse ?— 
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horse? — ' Aye,' she replied, ' that's your fun now; 
you know as well as I do, that they are both the 
Same thing/ 

In their walk, Mr. Mudd's attention was called 
by a tone of quarrelling amongst a small knot of 
kbof ers at a distance ; he drew near to the arena 
of altercation, and learnt that, at the time when a 
reaper had met with a serious accident, a man near 
him had refused the loan of a handkerchief to stop 
die effusion of blood. Another who was standing 
within reach of him at the instant, to end the dis**' 
pute, and serve the wounded sufferer, had pulled 
the handkerchief in questibn, out of the owner's 
pocket, and with it something which it appeared 
he had stolen from the house. 

Mr. Mudd, unwilling to disturb Lady Elma and 
her friend, by the intrusion of a concern of his 
own, would have deferred the consideration of the 
matter ; but they being disposed rather to enter 
into its interest, he proceeded to hear tlie allegation 
and defence; and the case turning out an unpar- 
donable breach of humanity as well as of honesty, 
he was very properly severe ; and when the culprit 
would have thrown him3elf on his knees, and hoped 
' his honor's generosity would not be so hard on a 
poor man ;' Mr. Mudd shewed an exact appreci- 
ation of right and wrong in all their shades and 
modifications, which his language did not discredit. 
^ O ! that glorious gift of Heaven ^ said Lady Elma 
aside ; - of plain good sense unclouded by false 
feelings! this m^n is immoveable^ because he is 

righti 
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light; and he is el6quent because he trusts the 
dictate of bis own perceptions/ 

But notwithstanding the clearness of the case, 
and the authority of him who judged in it, the stage* 
effect of the man kneeling and whining, found its 
way to Miss Rudesby's feelings ; and not having 
expressed the least sorrow for the wounded man, 
or the least indignation against the double crime 
of the delinquent, she now stept forth to take his 
part; and when his master, having paid him the 
few shillings due to him, discharged him from his 
service, and threatened him with the next magis- 
trate, deaf to all truth and reason, she raved, and 
promised Mr. Modd the utmost anger pf her guar- 
dian if he dared punish a poor man for * such tri- 
fles/ Not finding she made much way in deter- 
ring or persuading, she held out half a crown to 
her client, and when Mr. Mudd interposed between 
that and its object, she vociferated something a 
little like abuse, saying that ^ at her school they al- 
ways made subscriptions for every body that was 
sent to prison/ 

Pouting and indignant, Miss Rudesby quitted 
the party, and struck into another walk. She 
could fall into no serious mischief, therefore she was 
suffered to enjoy her solitude. The conversation 
resumed a more agreeable tone ; and that part of 
it which referred to this visitor, ended in Mr.Mudd's 
opinion, which did not coincide with Lady Elma's 
pity for her ignorance and iAly. ^ Make yourself 
easy, dear lady,' said he, * on this subject. Eda- 
&tiou may inoprove sense, but it cannot give it : it 

could 



coqM do nothing for such a miad : the utmost en« 
deavors of her teachers would turn out like tile la-^ 
bors of my bricklayers there, who are skreening 
Ume : one half of what they attempt to throw from 
them, returns into their own shoes.' 

' I suppose/ said Mrs. M udd, ' this girl wiU 
t($aze Qs, all the fest of the day, with this fine feeling* 
Do, Mary, look for her : she may, in her passion, 
cry herself quite ill; and she does not seem 
strong/ 

Scarcely had Mary set out on this errand, when 
all fear for Miss Rudesby's nerves was removed 
by her appearance in person, laughing, shouting, 
and driven, as fast as possible, but not fast enough 
to please her, by one of the gardeners in- a wheel* 
barrow, which had carried as its previous frei^t, 
said heF once white garment, a quantity of mul- 
berries: the party were just in time to witness the 
nymph's complete subversion, before she had leisure 
to exercise the Lady Grodiva-privilege of forbid-* 
dkig all observation, which she had assumed in 
descending from her high station when she arrived. 
To the amusement of some, and the dismay of 
others, but not at all to her own confusion^ she 
crept from under the vehicle, asked the gMrdener 
if he found her heavy, shook herself, and was 
again neat for dinner. She now exprest a wish 
to go to the stable, but this not being permitted, 
she returned with * her admiring friends' to the 
house, whither Mr. Mudd was hastened at this mo* 
ment by a servant, who came to say that Lord Pa« 
raqhute wished to sp^ak to hini ; be l«ft the Uf* 

dies, 
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dies, and eoasequeiitiy lost all Miss Rodesby's 
roergetic regrets at lus not stopping for ber^ as shfl 
shoukl have liked excessively to see a lonL 

The lord to whom Mr. Modd had beea emmh 
moned, was the only son of the earl of Faltiag*' 
house ; and his business was. to open a canvass fior 
a neighboring borough, in which his quondam tutor 
and now confidential friend, Dr. Finish, had i»r 
formed him ^ old Mudd* had interest It was a 
matter nearly connected wkh the viscount's plans; 
for it was his forlorn hope : Ihs voioe in parliamemt 
was aU tile goods he had to sell. Without a foot 
of land in the eoonty?,' with no knowledge of its 
relation to the aggregate of the kingdom, withofitf 
credit, connecUon, or ti^ents ; and trustiag only that 
no one ' so prepossemngj* was ready to oppose hio^ 
he put his last thousand pounds in his pocket-book^ 
and dashed off from Bath, where he had just picked 
Ihem up and heard of the ex^pccted vacanu^, to 
^ee whether it would receive him. 

Dr. Fmish, though he had been established ia 
tile neighborhood some mcmths before ' the Mudds' 
tiad^got into their new house,' felt himself the newer 
mm of the two, where such a business was to fat 
negociated ; and therefore, though it was by nt 
means liis usual practice, he candidly confessed 
his inferiority, and advised his lordship to do what 
he was now come to do, comforting him, in ca&e be 
should be disappointed in his hope of propitiating 
* the booby-burghers,' with the facility his self^^ia* 
(brodiiction would give him, if he had any views to* 
ivards the )aD^ of laabumony, aad could ^ take upT 

witli 
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with one of ^ old Mudd's fine girls, and the large 
fortunes it was said, he could give each of them. 

His lordship had done all that the time and cir- 
cumstances allowed, for. the promotion and suc- 
cess of this plot and its underplot : he had put his 
nose into every room in which the servant had 
looked for his master; and while H'aiting in a 
small parlor, he had adjusted his person, which 
was far from bad, and decided in his oivn mind 
that no girl could refuse him. Het felt no repug- 
nance at all to the connection, as the optbn wa9 
to scramble on in despair, of the death of a cross 
hale old fellow of a father, who was ^ such a beast* 
as to refuse to impoverish five daughters for an ex- 
travagant son, and who, living on hb, paternal in- 
heritance with an oeconomy that he hoped would 
retrieve the losses incurred by the mistakea loyalty 
of an ancestor, might, as his son sagaciously ob- 
served, live on ^ to the day of doom.' 

Unwilling, as Mr. Mudd was, to bestow time 
on such a proposition, in favoring which he soon 
saw he should betray the interests of a town to 
whidi he was attached, he yet scorned to cut the 
conference short by the common shuffle of giving 
false hope : he did not admit the certainty of the 
impending vacancy, nor could he see his lordship's 
claim to the honor of representing a borough 
which had hitherto preserved itself from the com- 
mon opprobrium of places so constituted : he 
doubted not, that if a vacancy occurred, one of 
two gentlemen in the neighborhood, either of whom 
had a right to seek it, or perhaps might be sought^ 

would 
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yvovXA sU for it, and he kindly advised bis lordship 
to turn his horses' heads, and desist from a can- 
vass, that could lead only, he was persuaded, to 
trouble, expence, and rejection. 

The viscount was not obstinate. Turning a 
newspaper which he found on the table, so as to 
be able to read it, he stood leaning, reading, and 
talking, interposing, every now and then, in his ob- 
servations on the public news, or his glances to the 
subject that had brought him, * Faith ! you are a 
good honest fellow ; I believe, on my soul, you 
are right I should like to be better acquainted 
with you. You are a family- man, I presume ; — nice 
place you have got here ; — perhaps it's near your 
dinner-hour: — you could not take a mutton-chop 

with me at the inn ; 1 suppose you have an inn 

near you. My carriage is here.' 

Mr. Mudd excused himself^ and his lordship 
was compelled to take his leave and to make up 
bis mind to be, as he termed it, * oft' the next 
morning.' Shaking hands, therefore, in hopes the 
jkett moment might assist in the underplot, and 
suggest some method of introduction to ^ old 
Mudd's hundred-thousand pounds a-piece girls, ' he 
waited till his carriage was announced as ready, 
and, not immediately followed by the master of the 
house, quitted the room. Mn Mudd, however, 
was in time to correct a mistake ; for the intrepid 
Miss Rudesby had been drawn out by his lordship 
from the place from whence she had chosen to see 
» lord/ 
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* £t nnac subridens latebras fugitiva petebat 

Non tamen efTugiens^ 

Sed magis ex aliqua cupiebat parte videri 

Lsetior hoc multo, quod male teeta foret,' 

and was now undergoing the pain and penalty of a 
public kissing, under the supposition Uiat she was 
006 of * old Mudd's daughters/ and the oculay 
cODviction that she was, indeed, * a very nice girl.' 

Mr, Mudd's ^dressing her by b§r name, divuU 
ged tl^ error: his turning her into one of thQ 
rooms, shewed his authority, and his countenance 
expressed something like contempt ; but his lord* 
abip pleaded election-customs ; and Mr. Mudd di4 
not recollect that by putting Miss Rudeshy intQ 
tb<^ little parlor, he had given her an opportunity tq 
tell his lordship as he drove close by the windows, 
that her guardian would be very glad if he would 
come and see her * at the park/ 

There was no time for what Miss Rude^by de- 
served : dinner had already waited ; and the family 
sat dowb to table; but the young lady a little frightr 
ened, at the character of Mr. Mudd's looks^ ha4 
nearly eaten hetr fish, before she regained her com- 
posure; and she was suffered, by way of atone- 
ment to herself, to remark on the china^ the plate, 
and the glasses, to ask questions, and to find fault 
at her own pleasure; nor was it in her power to dis- 
concert ' old Mudd's daughters, by her blunt ques- 
liqns of * Is that hair all your own ?' — ' Can any 
of you sing ?' or * Which way do you get into that 
frock of yoqr'sr* 

Mr. 
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Mr. Mudd was accustomed, in his own plain 

honest way, to make every occurrenoe connected 

with duty, and consequently with happiness, a sub** 

ject of comment in the presence of his children : 

and feeling a parent's kindness for all young peo** 

pie who would accept it, he tried, notwithstanding 

his presentiment, to make Miss Rudesby sensibk 

of the misapplication of her pity, in the case of the 

thief; — for of that part of her conduct which he 

had witnessed in the hall, he was too ckcunifipeot 

in his conversation to speak. But his exempt was 

vain : not a principle had ever entered her bead or 

her heart : every thing was fictitious : «11 her stOok 

of goodness lay in a littered heap on the barrea 

floor of her memory; and in such confusion, ft inut 

not wonderful that she sometiirres took tip thei 

wr^ng scrap or mis-applied the right. Mr. Mudd 

soon perceived that what she wanted in reason dha 

made up 4n obstinacy > and unabie to kUlow her 

through the lore from which she quoted ^ampleft 

for >aU she chose to defend, he soanded a retreat^; 

and left -h^ to herself, lest he migllt impeach tba 

authority of Mrs. Blindall, of Parthenon-hous^ 

where she iKTt only was educated, but ^ wasalways 

thought right ; — and was a great favdrite/ 

* Vour «xiuGation then is ^nished;' sgid LadjT 
Elma. 

* O yes ; quite.* 

' «^And .pn^y what may you have learned ?' 
'Jin sure I can't tell;; every thing, J believexj^ 
but ^ things came io fast I. don't know one ironi 
t'other ; and then there was so nuich to learn by 

hearty 
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heart, that I was so glad to forget it ! But Mrs* 
Blindall is a very clever wonian ; a very superidr 
ivoman ; and her's is a most elegant house. It's 
at Bermondsey : you know Bermondsey, don't you? 
— it's a very fashionable place, and she takes none 
but superior people's daughters. Was you ever 
at her publics ? — O ! you should have seen the last 
before I left ; 'twas in honor of me. I was drest 
like Minerva, with a blue sattin helmet, and all the 
ladies helped to work the Gordon's head : I tliink 
it was all done in yellow worsteds ; very elegant^ 
indeed. So there I stood with my spearand shield, 
and.then the little ones came and worshipped me : 
'twas all make believe, you see ; and then we all 
took hands, little ones and all ; even little Euphra- 
sia* Anne- Jane -Parkinson ; and right and left with 
|be Scotch steps ; no, the Irish ones, I mean ; and 
such grand refreshhients ! — there was a temple, all 
in the middle of one table, with a stature like me, 
fill in style ,' and buns, and maccaroons, and tea 
and coffee. O ! no ; that was first ; but ham and 
chickens, and such nice jelly 1 — do you like 
jelly?' 

^ But you did not learn dancing only/ 
^ O ! no ; I had all the masters. Poor pa' paid 
for my learning every thing fashionable. I'll tell 
you now, all they learnt at our school/ 

* Well, do.' 

* Why music, and French, and drawing, znd jo* 
graphj/y and jommetry^ and botany, and hcraldy^ ' 
and triggo — I can't never purnounce that; but at- 
titudes and— ^ — 

Mr. 
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Mr. Mudd now lost his patience ; and well was 
it that he did, for a few firm words stopt the lady 
completely, and a little reprehension from him, as 
soon as the servants had retired, shewed that it is, 
indeed, the folly of others, under which young peo- 
ple are made so conspicuously foolish. She was 
so frightened at authoritative reproof, accompanied 
by good sense and good temper, that every joint 
shook, and her teeth chattered. The girls were 
now all kindness to her i they took her into another 
room, and resentment was sunk in the hope that 
ibeir example might amepd her manners. 
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CHAPTER Ll^IX. 

Tie party at home. The vexations haU. Tfie vwamnf peevisi* 
Ji (Ueaiier fnini. An t^timeering hiifm Ftudenoediacoa* 
Toged. ^ To a degree*' £aDui« 

With great regret Gertrude took leave of this re^ 
spectable and amiable &mily, but with the coogo^ 
ling hope that this was only the beginning of a plea* 
sant and valuable acquaintance. They promised 
an early visit to Brighton ; and Lady Elma having 
left her ticket at Mrs. Finish's, with a message cal- 
culated to teach her a little discretion, conversed 
with her usual ease and frankness on the 
events of the day, and the wishes and views they 
produced in her mind. On reaching the Marine 
Parade, she, in the most honorable oianner, saw 
her young friend safe in a reception at least with- 
out reproof; and making herself responsible for 
the length of Miss Aubrey's absence, she took her 
leave, to prepare for a grand ball, in the invitations 
to which, by some unlucky chance, Lady Luxmore 
had not been included. To this hour, now almost 
the last, there existed some hope of mistake and 
correction ; but every moment increased her lady- 
ship's despair ; and though Lady Elma, for Ger- 
trude's sake, would gladly have done any thing to 
please the countess, yet as the entertainment was 

private, 
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prWate, and at the house of a personage of the 
highest rank, and to whom Lady Luxmore had been 
introduced, it was not possible to bring her in, 
even with a caret. 

The day, independent of this mortification, had 
passed gloomily with all— ^very yery differently 
from its mode of passing with Gertrude, who 
reckoned it amongst the few holidays of her life. 
The airing with Mr. Reynardson had not turned 
out very agreeable to Lady Luxmore ; the gentle- 
man was in one of those fits of dejection to which 
persons of irregular lives are unfortunately subject, 
and which seem to present, very forcibly, the op* 
tions of hanging or drowning ; and the lady found 
it rather dull to be carried to a part of the country 
less resorted to than any other^she did not know 
that its seclusion recommended it to the choice pf 
her charioteer, or that. he was not vain of his 
freightage. In returning into the living world, she 
had met nothing but vexatious questions, and ob* 
servations about th^ ball — ' Don't you go?' — 

* Sfaa'n't we see you ^bere?' — * We are a// invited/ 

* It will be a famous thing.' — * I hear three Lon- 
don fruit-shops are engi^ed.' — ' They talk of some 
most extraordinary decorations.' — * I understand 
the lights are to be in transparent vases, large 
enough to hold a real child drest in costume'"^ 

* The duchess made a pomt of our coming, — ^ we 
stay on purpose for it' 

AH these weapons whizzed about Lady Lux- 
more's ears, and she had no resource but in plead- 
ing the state of her health,which, s^xe had just found 

VOL. IV. F out. 
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oat, made evening-engagements dangerous to her. 
On coming home to dinner, Gertrude's absence 
presented itself as a cause of fretting; but here 
Lord Luxmore and Mr. Reynardson interposed : 
the butcher, the cook, the butler, and the viands 
came next under her ban ; and she left the gentle- 
men to their wine, on finding that they would not 
join her. Greatly did she miss Gertrude in the 
* entre cbien et loup' of closing September : slie 
called for candles, took up a novel, declared it 
stiiff'f kicked her son's dog, wished the whole spe- 
cies annihilated ; and then finding she was very ill, 
sent for the apothecary — then wished for Gertrude, 
then was angry with herself for wishing for her, and 
then with her for being to be wished for. The ar^ 
rival of the apothecary was an episode in this ex- 
ti*emity of SufFering ; but he happening to. enter with 
the admirative sentence, * What? Lady Luxmore 
not going to the ball!' she was soon, convinced that 
the remedy-monger, if hot the remiedy, was worse 
than the disease : she was howeVef for(5ed ^ Sit 
and bear his account of the accounts hehadbesrrd 
of what it was to be. When he stopt, she scolded 
him for thinking of any thing but her head-aeh-; and 
the poor man, terrified at the celej^tial ire, was^gted 
to compound for his safety, by returning to -his 
drudgery of devising neutral remedies. 

* I miss your prdtegee. Lady Luxmofe,' ^said 
Mr. Reynardson, as he sat down to table, and as if 
determined to be revenged for his own ill-humor- 
* We ought to thank you for having so agreeable m 
companion— she has more conversation than any 

young 
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pung woman I ever met with. I dare sily yoa 
have iniased her sa41y all day.' 

^ She is a good gprl/ replied Lord Luxmoro, 
< and proor thing ! she Jbas not often a bdiiday^ so 
iveiDuat Bot grudge it ber/ 

The expressions ^ good girl/ and * poor thing,' 
called up a little attention from Lady Luxmore. 
' Miss was very much/ she thought^ ' like other 
girls;' she ^ could not say she saw that young peo- 
ple were the better for being made to think a great 
deal of tbemselves' — but, that, she supposed ' was the 
consequence of learning grammar' — she must say, 
she ' IhoQ^t there were many as agreeable girls as 
her at Brixton— the Miss Aynoes were, in her opi- 
nion, ^ quite as pleasant — ^they were so docible, and 
^o notable, and never presumed to be wise; and as 
for calling Miss poor thing ! she must beg leave to 
think, though she might be contradicted, as she ge- 
nerally was when she said any thing, th^^t, xpn$H 
dering what she was, and ^bc^ fber asdotb^r .was^ 
she was much better off tbsm she i>ad any r^t tp 
expect,'r-^ahe qu^litiqned^uc^ wibetber ^ y[sh€ ks^ 
been in such a aituaticM9,;she ahpuld ha^/ound^acb 
a friend as i^e had]been to Afiss Aubirey/ 

* You ate perfectly ri^t, my -dear Lady Liixr 
more,' implied the earl, now thorouf^bly pcactisad 
in conjugid good majimQrs. 'I agree entirely lo 
4^inion wjl^ yoiu' 'Mr. Reyoardsoo, I should he 
happy ,to take a little M^^ira with you/ 

Vi|s<x>ant PortargB had aeon -Gertrude ^depart 
mthout.a wish to d^tiiin jieiv^or to assure hkxiself 

r a of 
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of h^r return; he had, in his usual way, been in 
and out of the house, during what is called by cour- 
tesy the morning, till at last il seemed odd not to 
sea Gatty. He wanted to write a note: he could 
find no ink but in that room where she sate — he did 
not like to stay there, ' it was a very dull room.' — 
*'Twasa strange thing he could not find any body's 
peris that could write but Gatty 's'*—' and now he 
had got no paper' — * this piece would do, no, there 
was something written on it — what was it? he 
■would just look — O ! some of her Latin exercise! 
what I gave her to translate, the Lord knows how 
long ago, and I haver never looked at it ! — Come, 
it's pretty tolerably done j but what's this ? — O ! I 
suppose an imitation : 

* My God, in mercy grant to my request 
Kot wltut I ask, but what thou judgest best/ 

'Hiat's not quite the sense. Miss Aubrey, but you 
are a good creature : I wish I were half as good — 
but thatV matter of chance. What's here? Osome 
music ! she begins to write it decently ; a stupid 
old prosy song — she might have had something a 
little less arkish. Heigh bo? Gatty Aubrey.— Of 
this is some of our drawing. How sly she is nowf 
she never tells me now how she gets on ; I think I 
might be favored with a h\^ of the^ fine things. 
— Lord! what waste of time! — O! this is master 
Alcibiades !i— its a nice head, faith* — IVe a good 
fliind* to steal it — no, hang it — I shall be laughed 
tL% if any body sees it — ^if Reynardson should get 
hold of it!— WeU \ I must write my note^ and then 
8 I'll 
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ni go out again ; for somehow or other, the house is 
more stupid than ever to day. O ! there are the 
De Hauteibrts* I must be after them— famous 
liorses those are of Sir Phil's — a fine woman Caro* 
Ime is, faith !— if a man might have six wives, 
Gatty and Caroline would do very well for two. 
I shan t dine at home, tell LadvLuxmore, Roberts. I 
can't endure this. I wonder what time Gatty will 
come back.— I wish I could learn to say Miss Au-- 
brey ; how hard it is to break a foolish habit ! — ^not 
befoje niiie, I suppose — well ! I shant't go till past 
ten — LadyElma will be there. I hope she won't 
quiz me, for I'm not in a good humor. Something 
my wise motlier has done, has cut her outof tliis stu* 
pid ball. Hang it ! how uncomfortable 1 feelr — 
the fire's quite out, I do think it's cold to-day—^ 
sure, I can't be going to have an ague !' 

f Mrs. Mammon's compliments, my lord, and 
she wishes your lordship would indulge her with 
ten minutes' chat at the library.' 

' My compliments to Mrs. Mammon, and lam 
particiilarly engo-ged just now— can't possibly 
leave home — very sorry.'— ^ — Now what the devil 
shall I do ? I can't stir out ; but I know her busi- 
ness; I wish the undertaker would take all match- 
makers, for I'm plagued to des^th ; and I'm sure, if 
I give up Gatty to please the world and its non- 
sense, I don't believe I shall marry at all. I'll get off 
in(b the army — for as to the De Hauteforts, though 
I like them very well, nothing shall persuadenne to 
take Caroline. I see they wish it ; bat I will not be 
drawn in.' 

' Mi% 
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' Mr. Beynardson, my lord.' 

* Well Reynard, how are you ? you are just cojne 
to save rne from downright ijespair ; this stupid 
ball, shall you be there? we shall be bored to 
death to dance ; and I'fn determined I will tiot 
stir ; you will not dance, I hope.' 

* O I yes, I shall. I am engaged in a good spe- 
culation with the youngest Lawless. But I have 
just he^rd what the affront is that your mother has 
given ; she hoped you would never look into that 
proud family for a wife. Mrs. Mammon was pre- 
sent, and has told the duchess ; but I assure you, 
you will meet a famous repeption.' 

* Are you sure of it ? or I won't go/ 

* You may rely on it. — 1 called there my- 
self just now, on purpose. I hinted my doubts of 
yppr going ; I sMd ypu had a cold; just, ypu see, 
on purpose to try; and they all cried out that it 
would be no ball without you. I am confident you 
piay look into that proud family for a wife, if you 
chuse it, and like the daughters : Lady Glyceria's 
eyes are sad cheats, if you piay not: indeed bqth 
the Swapdowns are n}ce girls ; but come, my dear 
fellow, I ani in a great hurry, and I ran here at a 
monstrous risk. Could you oblige me with twelve 
or fifteen pounds till to-morrow ? or, by Jupiter, I 
can hardly get to the ball and back again safely.' 

5 Take what I have got,* said Portargis : * I 
must ask my father for uiore/ 

* But you need not Recount for this, need you ?* 

* O ! no, no ; he never grudges me money, to do 
\i\m justice; and I shall soon be my own master 
noiy. you will dine herp.' 
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The visit ended ; and his lordship with the poker 
began to write G S in the ashes : he had often prac- 
ticed writing G A ; and the transition was not diffi- 
cult : he next pulled himself up, set his cravat at 
the glass, doubted the cutting of his boot, released 
his watch-chain, and informed himself of the hour, 
was half persuaded his watch stood, and told him- 
self ' he supposed it was a settled thing that he 
must go to the duchess's ball ;* and as he was de- 
termined not to dance, it was perhaps the best way 
of getting rid of his present uncomfortable feelings ; 
but what should he do till dinner ? 'twas ^ horrid 
thing; upon his honor he knew nothing worse than 
not to be able to tell, of fifty things, which one dis* 
likes the most. 

Sitting being, next to lying, tlie best posture for 
nqanly thought, be returned to his situation under 
the stove-grate, half inclined to mount his horse, 
but fearing to encounter Mrs. Mammon, ' Come, 
Neptune, I'll give thee a swim : come. Sir, fetch 
my glove ; and then you shall have a swim. — Nine 
miles ! a pretty long morning-visit Well ! I'll ven- 
ture o\3\j and dress and stay in after dinner ; and 
then if there's, any thing to be heard, I shall hear 
it' 

His lordship did, at last, as he designed, and was 
in the drawing-room, when Gertrude came back ; 
he thought she looked uncommpnly well, but ^ cer- 
tainly she always did look best by candle-light ;' he 
had never, he thought, seen her in such good spi-> 
rits ; but * they were a sign she did not feel leaving 
him for a day;' she went to look at the placid sea, 
\ that 
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that seemed as if soothed by the influence of 
the impending moon ; he looked too ; and he 
thought it a new scene. He iieard her, when 
Lady Elma had withdrawn, describe the fa- 
mily she had visited : he was charmed with tlie 
picture of domestic happiness, and an hour passed 
most agreeably in this way, When it was neces- 
sary to go, he felt sorry for the necessity, and 
having quitted the room with her, he whispered, 
' I'll tell you what, Gatty : if you have a mind for 
a Latin lesson to-morrow before breakfast, I will 
give it you, if quite convenient.' — ' It will be per-r 
fectly so.' * Shake hs^nds, dear Gatty !' 

But his lordship had not foreseen that the * nice 
girls' at the ball would niake him dance till sun- 
rise, and that then, with only the refreshment of an 
early breakfast and a change of clothes, the De 
Hauteforts would make him join them in a party 
for riding and driving. . 

Gertrude was in the drawing-room at eight; she 
heard Portargis about the house : she every mo- 
ment supposed him coming, and rejoiced that bis 
uncommon alacrity had not been beforehand with 
hers : his bell rang frequently ; and his voice, now 
nearer and now more distant, kept her on the alert, 
till she heard horses' feet before the door, and saw 
him mount, and canter off, in, what she supj>osed, 
haste. *Unhappyshe,' thought Gertrude,' who trusts 
her heart in thy keeping, dear Portargis !' She was 
pot forward enough in her cls^ssic reading, to qry 
out 
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* Heu 1 quoties fidem 
Uuiatojsqiie Oeos Oebil !' 

^o lady had then, in confidential letters to dear 
friends, given the world those exquisite lines, trans- 
lated from ^letastasio by' the name-sake of the 
first poet of antiquity : 

^ O fool ! tbat I should strive the seas to sow. 

Or trust to suns the dissoluble snow ! 

For sure she trusts the sun, and sows the sea, 

Who hopes retuip of constancy from thee.' 

• 

But she could tell herself in very plain English, 
that the law which commanded the regulation of 
our affections, and condemned them when inordi- 
nate, consulted tlie happiness of women peculiarly, 
if they were the subjects of such caprice. ' What 
is our bliss that changes with the nK)on ?' she 
asked, ' I cannpt tell what I had a right to ex- 
pect ; perhaps I presumed too much ; but if I have 
been guilty of any fault, Portargis should have 
told me of it, and not have punished me, without « 
letting me know bow I have offended. If he treats 
me thus, because I am dependent, I ought to be 
thankful that it is not on him that I depend. But 
my resolution is taken, and I will adhere to it ; not 
a creature shall ever know from me what bis con* 
duct has been : I will make no attempt to bring 
him back. 1 shall consult his ease, and I hope 
promote his happiness in being passive; but never, 
pjBver^ should eyen pover^ and distress be the con- 

sie^uence, 
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sequence, never, never will I be the wife of Lord 
Portargis/ 

She devoted the hour to fetching up part of the 
arrears which the idleness of the former day had 
accumulated, and took her place at the breakfast- 
table, not without a pamful apprehension, which 
she was angry to feel painful, that the viscount's 
absence might excite remark ; and there was no- 
thing, why she knew not, that she dreaded so much 
as hearing any thing concerning him. She there- 
fore suffered it to be supposed that he was not 
risen ; and the countess s mind was too much occu- 
pied with her anger, which was now transferred from 
the giver of the ball to him for having partaken of 
it, to recollect any thing so trifling as his irregula- 
rity. 

Having performed all the behests of her sqpe-* 
riors, and discharged all the duties of her varioua 
offices, she set out for that souhgement of all her 
vexations, the two hours' comfort she enjoyed daily 
with Lady Elma. Much of the time was spent this 
day, indeed, in discussing the gratifl cations of the 
past ; and the interest of some of these recollections 
was increased, before her visit closed, by a new one 
which arose out of the c(Hifirmed certainty of a va^ 
eancy in the borough for which Lord Viscount Pa* 
rachute had designed to offer himself a candidate, 

* And now,' said Lady £lma, ^ this note tells 
me Mr. Drybones is dead ; you must go through 
a new scene with me : I hear that Dr. Finish has 
hopes of bringing liitcself into notice on this elec<> 
tion-business : he will now, I am sure, in spite of 

the 
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the advice Mr. Mudd gave, make Lord Parachute 
his puppet and his stalking-horse : but I am deter- 
mined to thwart him. I never before interfered in 
an election. I hate party-politics. I have friends 
on all sides, whom it would not suit me to lose ; but 
I am determined that my good friend and favorite 
John Mudd, shall come in for this borough, or I 
will never again try for any thing. I shall canvass 
for him myself; and I have this morning seen two 
or three persons who have weight in the place ; and 
who, without knowing my candidate even by sight 
or report, have promised to serve me. You would * 
have laughed to see how easily they were per- 
suaded. Now I will tell you my plan, but you 
must keep it to yourself. I shall take a post-chaise 
this afternoon, and go over to the dear Mudds.' I 
am sure I can get two or three letters to shew him, 
which will give him confidence ; and if I can per- 
suade him, I shall then take his carriage to-mor* 
row, with all its best appointments, and cramming 
into it as many of the children as I can pack, I 
will canvass the town. I am certain I shall have 
no difficulty. I have only to tell the plain truth : 
he cannot tell it for himself; and when I have set 
forth his uncommon merit, I shall have only to 
observe to * my electors,' that a very different 
chafJicter is required in a county-member, and the 
representative of a borough-town ; that the one 
should be a man dignified with a long and liberal 
genealogy; that he should have received a university* 
educatioA) and should inherit lauds in the county, 
transmitted to him tlirough aged> that he should be 

unconnected 
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unconnected with sordid cares and low traffic, nnd 
that his knowledge should be of similar and general 
superiority : he should understand courts and 
kingdoms, should have travelled, and should be 
fit for oSices ,of state : but that, on the contrary, 
in the choice of a burgess, the qualifications sought 
should be those the nearest connected with the 
place, and the interests of the place, represented. 
Strong intellect, a clear character, an accurate 
knowledjye of the detail of business, of accounts, 
of universal and local commerce, a good temper, 
and an attachment to the borough whose welfare 
he is to guard, I shall tell them, arc what they 
wa»t*; and from this statement, I shall lead on, 
till they themselves point out John Mudd aa 
the fittest man in the world for their purpose^ 
Now this will be a most amusing frolic ; you well 
know bow pleased the Mudds will be in your 
sharing it witli me ; and I will negociate it with 
your friends and rulers, if you will only promise 
me your company.' 

Lady Elma could not doubt the gratitude with 
which any thing she proposed, either for Gertrude s 
amusement or advantage, would be received ; nor 
did she question any thing but her courage in Ask- 
ing for a second furlough. 

But Gertrude s obligations to Lady Elma, even 
added to her almost unvarying deference for her 
opinions, could not blind a judgment which never 
asked a question beyond * Is it right in itself, a^id 
proper for me ? and, in the present instance, her 
intellect returned ijo satisfactoiy finswcr. To the 

firs( 
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first part of the question it replied, ' doubtful i' 
to the latter, ^ certainly not' She had never heard 
that states were better governed, or parliaments 
better chosen, for the interference of women ; on 
the contfary she thought, if she recollected right, 
that in what she had read of history, or heard from 
Mr. Sterling, the interposition of female influence 
in great affairs, was almost proverbially considered 
as tending to the perversion of right, as to things, 
or betokening a superannuated mind in the person 
on whom it was exercised, or as forerunning tiie 
decadence of an empire. What she had seen of 
Mr. Mudd, inclined her, indeed, to suppose Lady 
Elma well justified in her resolution ; but the fa- 
cility with which she induced others to assist her, 
did not raise the persons so persuaded, in her 
esteem. She had known Lady £lnia long enough 
to be sensible of her power to charm ; and she 
*had heard of her fascinations till she could not but 
translate them into a power to blind the judgment. 
She felt that any one possessing great power, ought 
to be endowed with very rare gifts of intellect: 
that the most unassailable integrity ought to be 
accompanied with the most acute penetration, and* 
that the abflity to discriminate, could retain its 
candor only by being deaf to all the suggestions 
of the interests or the affections. ' Can womeny she 
asked herself, * be framed on this severe plan ? or 
would they fill their place in the creation, if they 
were ? I think not ; therefore I cannot imagine 
we 9iSt at all more fit to dictate to our teuntrymen 

by 
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* 

by ^'boDi thej shall be governed, than we are to 
goverp them ourselves.' 

At all events, she saw nothing in the frolic, how- 
ever agreeable a visit to the Mudds must be to 
ber, that would suit her dependence : she thought 
Lady £lma and her party must be very much 
.stared at, aqd this wc^ a distress she did not wish 
to encounter. High rank, superior understanding, 
popular manners, and an uncommon facility of 
speaking, were possessions that she did not doubt 
fully autliorised what her ladyship was gcang to 
undertake ; but ah.e could not assist her^ and there- 
fore, when compelled to answer, after time gi^en 
to delibei^tte, she did not hesitate, with proper- ac- 
knowledgment^ to decline the intended honoi*. 

I^ady £lma was disappointed \ for her know- 
ledge of tlie world coiald ^t inform her of whs^t 
.jpassed outpf it; and it astonished her, that any 
<ope, ^qfiering jso rEiuch, and indulged so littl^ 
should forego an offered pleasure : she ^g^in, co(v- 
icU^ing her restraioiied by fear, promised her tbe 
.most perfect protection from any disj^easure; mA 
:S0 pressing was her kindness, that Gertrude wm 
•driven to say, she thopghtit a situation that wpulil 
\j^vQg her too forward^ ^ considering her depend- 
ence/ The objection uqfortunately, though inoo* 
cently, seemed to call in question her U^ysl^p|s 
knowledge of, or at lea^t attention to prppriety.; 
and Gertrude fancied she saw displeasure on tite 
.<:ountenance of her kind friend. She \Mas hurt fit 
^ but sha CGNuld not retract ; and shq Sjui^r^ 

Lady 
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Lady Elma to say, ^ Then I shall ask the De 
Hauteforts ; I dare say they will not refuse roe ; 
they can come over in the mcwning.' Gertrude 
took leave, even more humbly than usual ; * she 
ixiped she should know when her ladyship re- 
turned ; and she begged to be mentioned respect- 
fully to the femily.' One finger was held out to 
her, when, half an hour before, there would have 
been the whole hand ; and Gertrude walked home 
slowly, pausing and ruminating, but not repenting. 

^ Is this Lady Elma ?' said she. ' Is all this 'C€dQr- 
sistentwith what I have seen her ? — She who ha&i^ 
ways encouraged my attration to :p^ro{H^y, seiems 
offended at it ; and, she is going to take the Lady 
de Hauteforts to Mr. Mndd's, after tiiey 'have be- 
haved unhandsomely to the family. But for that> 
there ma^y be a good' reason: slie may make them 
contribute to do an involuntary good; but her 
being offended with me is incomprehensible. O! 
this world is very puzzling to me. I would state 
Ihe 'maftter to Lord Luxmore, and ask ^his advice, 
but it is now too late ; and if I should make Hm 
dislike lady Elma, I shall be grieved : it would 
hardly be just ; for I cannot give her an oppor- 
tunity of explaining her reasons.' 

'More depressed tbsn ever, .more severely mor- 
tified than she had been, now for many weeks, little 
disposed to rely on any one, and feeling that she 
had been made happy only to be more wretched, 
vhe went hc»ne, perfectly ready to he ill-treated 
without murmuring. She could not sit downsto 
any occupation connected with ideas isp pairiful, 

and 
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and felt really thankful to the countess for employ- 
ing her. * To those who must have no friends/ 
thought she, ^ it is happy when they are allowed 
to serve/ 

Tb^ viscount came into the room, not knowing 
she was there : he made a slight apology for the 
neglect of the morning ; and she tried to give thev 
business a civil dismission without betraying those 
feelings, whicb, though unconnected with the sub- 
ject, she feared might lead him to suppose her 
hurt or offended ; but she did not succeed ; and he 
inrould probably have been betrayed into inquiry 
and interest that might have rekindled his expired 
affection, and given her the chance of possessing, 
it again for another fortnight or three weeks, if be 
had not been ashamed to own to himself his versa^ 
tility. To get rid, therefore, of the unpleasant 
impression which her voice and countenance were 
making, he related to her some of the occurrences 
of the ball, which he described as stupid ^ to a de-^ 
greeV When asked, ' How ?' he could not tell j 

and 

* In using tHis superlative, which has really outlived its 

contemporaries till it is grptving a Mestor of folly, happy 

should we be, could the disgrace of adopting it be recollecte4 

as ending with us. The lady mentioned in Madame du Def- 

faud's correspondence, as understanding the comparison — ' as 

.the hand,' to be merely the use of a superlative adaptable to aQ 

occasions, was not more mistaken than sLre we iti our adoption 

of this phrase : she had heard of a little girl entirely naked, 

' naked a^ pnfe's hand ;' and she, meaning to say how solitary 

'^rould -be her s^tuaition in the country, tacked the ready-made 

• simile to it, and said, * lonely as my hand:' this was thorough 

misapprehension^ but the vulgarism which we earnestly wish 

to 
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ttnd when interrogated farther, the whole ennui of 
the business was resolved into his being out of 
spirits. When Gertrude spoke of his morning- 
airing, as that which nothing could rob of its 
charms, he replied) * Do not talk of the airing j 
^twas worse than the ball ; they made me go/ 
• * What a lovely morning it was !' said she : ' you 
saw the sun rise before you came away from the 
duchesses ; did you not ? the house is finely situ- 
ated for it' 

' No ; I don t recollect it. — I, somehow, never 
notice common things. — I don't^ think any of us 
minded it; we were all, indeed, /half asleep when 
we breakfasted ; and I came home just to change 
my clothes, and get on my horse. — But what's that 
strikes ? why, it can*t be two ; I have not beea 
here twenty miniites. — Why, I vow I have been 
here an hour ! Lord ! how I have been deceived ! 
Well 1 I must be off ; for I am going with Sir 
Phil to look at some, horses. Deuce take the fel* 
low : I wish I had not promised him.' 

to censure, must have been originally an elliptical sentence, 
and the acceirt must have conveyed its sense.— I was terrified 
to a degree of stupefaction j— I was pleased to a degree of 
rapture, — I was vexed to a degree of anger,— are sensible 
phrases, s-tid Certainly are the parents of the expression! 
now in use : but to talk of being frightened to a degree^ 
tired to a degree, annoyed to a degree, or, gratified to a de- 
gree, is, if it has any sense, to qualify an excessive mode of 
speech, rather than to enhance it j and to use it as a su- 
perlative, is to talk nonsense.— We are referred to the Latin 
•dmvdum; hot does this mend the matter ? 

CHAP. 

VOL, m ^ 
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CHAPTER LXX. 

^The real state of the case. A pliant mot her » The fair adjutant. 
Circumspection* The duchess and her Itrceljf daughter. The 
eclipsing foreigner. Election-proceedings, The control of 
integrity, Assistance in decision. The ready writer. Eulo^ 
gium on common-sense. Adieu to a friend, A candid judg" 
mcnt. 

The viscount, in this visit, bad given Gertrude 
^n outline of the portrait of his mind ; and if she 
ever bad thought vivid pleasures worth the pursuit, 
this proof, not the tenth or the twentieth she had 
obtained in the same way, of the effect they pro- 
duced, would have satisfied her of their inanity. 
But she could not see or infer all that bad tended 
to put him in bis present temper :, she could not 
know the comparison he had involuntarily drawn 
between the hour that preceded his going to the 
ball, and those which it consumed : he had been 
interested in her recital of the pleasures of the 
day; for who, that has any goodness, is not 
pleased with details of modest worth and con- 
descending kindness? he saw^ with his mind's 
eye, all that she described ; and encouraged as 
she was, by the attention with which she was 
heard, she, perhaps, had shewn more than her 
usual power of amusing. Imprest thus, he had 
felt returning affection towards her ; and his na- 
tive 



THE COUNTESS AND GERTRUDE. fi(S 

tive good humor prompted him to give it ein active 
form, and to make her the offer that had de- 
luded her. He had gone to the ball with this 
halo of satisfaction about him, and had almost 
congratulated himself^ that he had not yet finally 
decided on renouncing her : he should give it ano- 
ther consideration ; and if he could get away 
from this cursed place, he should feel more at li- 
berty to think and act for himself : he wished he 
had never named her, in any way, to Reynardson : 
such confidence, he found, only gave others a 
right to think for us : — he would never be guilty 
of this folly again. 

On entering the ball-room, he had been re- 
ceived with peculiar and marked distinction : the 
family, and particularly the daughters, had almost 
acknowledged ' the obligation' conferred. Lady 
Waveney and the De Hauteforts seemed grateful 
for the satisfaction he had allowed them. * My 
girls,* said the good old children- managed coun- 
tess, 'do what they please with me; so they made 
me come with them, though, indeed, I am fitter 
to be in my bed; but young people will have 
their way, and if I can make mine happy, I am 
so ; though I tell them they make a fool of their 
poor mother ; for at my time of life, and w ith 
my crazy constitution, 1 am tempted to ask what 
business I have in such a scene as this.' 

Lord Portargis had no great respect for Lady 
Waveney : he had discovered what, perhaps, he 
could not have defined, that she was wise in the- 
ory, but very weak in practice : he knew she had 

g3 no 
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no control over her children, who being the 
last and youngest of a numerous family, were be- 
loved by her, rather with the doting fondnei^ of a 
grandmother, than the sensible and judicious Idve 
of a parent. Very good, but very irresolute, she 
barrassed herself by the discordance she kept up 
between her sense of right and her acquiescence 
in that which was wrong. She was ruining her 
son by indulgence, because bis likeness to his fa- 
ther disarmed her of every power to oppose him ; 
and she would burst into tears of yielding tender- 
ness, when the young man would have siii twitted 
to just reproof. Of her daughters she was afraid ; 
and while the eldest was, with wasteful and emu- 
lous ext/avagance, contracting debts, wherever 
temptation came in her way, and the youngest re- 
gulated the house-establishment in a style which 
she chose to disbelieve was beyond the limit, of her. 
mother's income, she had no resource but tears of 
intreaty that they would consider the distress 
in which they would involve her, and prophetic 
fore warnings, that when she was in her grave, they 
w'ould think of what she then said. Considering it, 
as her eldest daughter taught her to believe, * n 
settled thing,' that Lady Caroline had secured the 
heart of the viscount, the good lady hoped she had 
in him a valuable ally ; and she not unfrequently 
made him listen to family-details, in which he 
found very little amusement Her confidential 
disposition was, this evening, peculiarly lively ; 
and, at every opportunity, she addressed to him 
a sort of conversation unplying his influence pver 

her 
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her daughters., and calling oh bim to use it in her 
behalf. But as, in his present humor, he did not 
wish to be considered as ihdivisibly the property of 
Lady Caroline de Hautefort ; he thought the poot 
old countess more than usually prosy, and tried to 
keep out of her way. She followed him, notwith- 
standing all his efforts, from room to room, begging 
him to speak to Caroline oh the great inconveni- 
ence she found in keeping six horses in so expensive 
a place, and to argue with her, on his own know- 
ledge of such affairs, while, as she said, * common 
justice obliged her to confess, that Lady Paula'5 
bills for personal decorations, were even more for- 
midable/ It was in vain that Portargis heard 
this once : it was modified in all possible ways : 
she was * so afraid he would not speak,' or * that 
he would not relate all that she had said,' which 
she wished them to know, ' word for word : ' then, 
at the next crossing oh him, she was afraid * he 
would say too much,' he must ^ put it in his owri 
words/ for ' she would not, for the world, have 
what she had said, reported' — * a parent was apt 
to speak in the warmth of their heart ;' and sure, 
^ if it was excusable in any persons, it was iii 
them ; ' but yet ^ children might be offended,' fiind 
she should * never be happy again, if any one 
thought her not an affectionate mother;' she * knew, 
as well as any body, what youhg people were,' , 
but it was * very hard,, with one foot in the grave 
to be so loaded with their follies.' 

This eloquence, which had sometimes called ih6 
t^ispQupt out pf the line of the couhtij-dance", ot 

occupied 
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occupied him when he should have been ready for 
the hand of one of the noble ladies of the mansion, 
grew intolerable as the night wore, and certainly 
was one of the ingredients of that dullness which 
]Lord Portargis had, not described indeed, but 
hinted at : the rest of it was made up by the joint 
contributions of Lady Paula, Lady Caroline, and 
the prettiest d^iughter of the hpusp, t-ady Glyceria 
gwandown. 

Lady Paula's attentions vyere not entirely selfish. 
Alt the same time'that she was endeavoring, between 
jthe dances, whenever she could withdraw the vis-^ . 
count ifrom the croud, to learn his opinion of her 
projected match >vith Sir Philip Lorimer, which 
3he flattered herself he did not know was ^finally 
settled, she spoke of her sister as * poor girl ! in a 
most pitiable state of low spirits/ as the * most 
deserving creature on earth,' and as ' the object 
of her tenderest anxiety/ If she hoped to excite 
her hearer's curiosity to ask ' wherefore?' she was 
disappointed : either the viscount saw that he must 
pfter himself as the physician for this unchristened 
malady, or he thought Lady Paula ' playing 
amiable.' 

Turning away from her, he always popt on the 
stately Caroline, who, with not one of the foibles 
of her family, had contrived to shew that the wardr 
robe of absurdity could dress her liberally without 
borrowing her neighbors' fashions. She * wished 
extremely she could extricate Lady Paula from 
that disgraceful connection she was forming with 
§if Philip. What would their father think of it, 

were 
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were he living?' 'twas true ' she had involved her- 
self so in debt, that she had no other way of 
getting out of it, but by marrying a man of wealth; 
but surely it was buying relief at too dear a rate/ 
She ^ had no hope of prevailing on Lady Paula to 
give up, — ^for she knew already that the man 
was a fool and the vulgarest creature on earth, a 
mere bottle-spider of commerce; — the money 
and the certamty of managing him, were her 
temptations, and she had gone, indeed, great' 
lengths to secure him.' She ' wished her sister had 
a little oiher pride ;' she ' had refused every oflfer 
she had yet had, because she thought them beneath 
her acceptance ; ' she * cared not for money, it 
was a consideration might suit the bourgeoisie^ 
but not people of the first family ; ' nay, * she 
thought a large fortune positively a disgrace : peo- 
ple of Jiigh birth had a right to every thing; and 
she frequently told her sister, when she was foolish 
enough to be uneasy about her debts, that the little 
people must pay for the great ones : there was a 
style in which all people of gieat rank must live, 
and it must be supported somehow ; and she did 
not see, that those with small incomes wer§ put 
to more diflBculties than those who rolled in vul- 
gar wealth.' She * really feared for herself, that 
such an alliance as this with Sir Philip, might en- 
courage some impertinent man like him, to offer to 
her; and this she should certainly resent, if it 
came through the medium of that wretch : it would 
however be to no purpose ; for she never would 
roarry below her own rank/ 

Portargis 
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Portargis, not being in those gay spirits which 
would' enable him to laugh off this reference, and 
not having made up his mmd to take advantage of 
it, was forced to listen to it till the lady of the 
house released him by drawing off his attention to 
her pretty daughter. Lady Caroline, with a lofty 
sneer, and ' O pray go T relinquished him and sate 
down, conspicuously alone, to tell the world she 
was deserted, and to ineditate an indignant retalia^ 
tion. 

^ Insipidi diporti veramente 
£d insipida vita.' / 

Lady Glyceria Swandown, her fortunate succes- 
sor, now possessed of the dear viscount for the two 
next dances, made the most of h^r short lease : her 
face was formed of love's finest features, and her 
complexion in all its quick-succeeding shades of 
carnation, spoke the susceptibility of her heart, 
and the timid anxiety of incipient passion : it wa$ 
the duchess's pride, that art did nothing for Lady 
Glyceria, or rather that nature, in her, triumphed 
over the exertions of art in otheps ; she was a mo-? 
del of beauty the most exquisitely delicate, tho 
least ornate, the most independent. At seventeen, 
she was called up by her mother to shew the exu^ 
berance of her silken tresses, and theii' beautiful 
jdisposition to jreceive every form into which taste 
pouW throw them: while the pliancy and grace of 
her limbs were exhibited to astonish and to charm* 
^— With the hope that makes us ask S**** where 
J)e buys his sketching-pencils^ and V***** who 

pireps^reji 
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prepares his colors, many were the applicants for the , 
address of Lady Glyceria*s marchands de costume. 
Her grace replied to such questions, herself; 'There 
is no merit in any one \vhom she employs — ^they 
have only to fit her.* — * But her slipper! dear du- 
chess ! you will not say this is common manufac<* 
ture.* — * Tis something within the slipper/ replied 
her grace. 

The conversation ofthis lovely creature, to whoni 
Portargis had never before been more than slightly 
introduced, was precisely of the same description 
as that of Lady Paula and her sister. * How so ? 
*tis iuipossible.— Lady Glyceria. — I was close to 
her all the time— talked only of theimpoj-sibility of 
rising in a morning, of the horrible fatigue of walk- 
ing, the rudeness of all the men at Brighton, 
the misery of cold, and the delights of a southern 
climate : she ordered her ices to be thawed, she 
drank sugar in Cape wines, and she lay down on a 
sopha between the dances.* 

True, and on no one of these topics did the De 
Hauteforts speak, no one of these things did they 
do — ^yet they talked and acted alike. To recom- 
mend themselves was their motive : to make an in- 
terest with Portargis was their view, and in the 
means, they differed no more than do those, who, 
going from London to Bath, travel some by Devizes, 
and some by Chippenham — to get at last to the 
destined place, is tlieir resolution, or at least their 
endeavor, 
i In the course of the evening. Lord Portargis's 

eye had rested on a young German lady newly ar- 
rived 
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rived from Vienna, the Countess Etiennette Werne- 
berg ; and attracted by the novelty of her manners, 
and a buz of approbation in those near him, he was 
making his wjiy to' the duchess to ask for an intro- 
duction, when Sir Philip Lorimer, with that irre- 
sistible kindness which is the unenvied monopoly 
of the low-bred, dragged him away to Lady Paula, 
who was in danger of sitting still ; and he was again 
compelled to pass through the experienced succes- 
sion of her sister and Lady Glyceria, and with the 
mortification of hearing Countess Etiennette giving 
a most animated description of some of the events 
of a djour of six months, which she had made witli 
her father at the court of Petersburgh : she had tra- 
irelled with her eyes open, and with a judgment 
previously informed ; she had known what to ask 
for, and what degree of attention the objects of her 
curiosity claimed, and her recital, partly given in 
French and partly in a sort of English nearly ap- 
proaching to German, made up by its accent, her 
gestures, and the language of her countenance, for 
the disadvantages of a foreigner. * She is a Ger- 
man Gertrude,' thought Portargis: * she is cer- 
tainly like Gatty ; she is the only woman here that 
seems able to think of any thing but herself/ 

Countess Etiennette had retired early : she had 
an invalid father, at whose breakfast-table she 
would have been missed in the morning, if she had 
yie;ldod to the temptation of remaining longer; and 
seeming as much delighted to secure the pleasure 
Qf attending on him, as she could have been to join 
jj> fhe gay scene she was quitting, she left behind 

her 
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her'an e&timation^ of which even the trifling are at 
times sensible, and which no mind^ not destitute of 
moral virtue^ could contemn. 

More discontented than ever with himself and 
his own decisions and indecisions, the viscount put 
himself into the hands of those around him> and by 
them he was retained till day-light, when he accom* 
cdmpanied the De Hauteforts, first to their home 
and breakfast, and then in their airing, without hear- 
ing from them any conversation, or deriving from 
them any pleasure that could atone for the fatigue 
of being impressed * into service,' when he meant 
only to have been ^ on parade/ 

In this peevishness of humor, he had met his mo* 
ther, and without any improvement of it he had 
lighted on.Gertrude : he was now gone to exercise 
bis judgment on horses, in a somewhat better frame 
of mind ; but to a rational conduct he could make 
no nearer an approach than by resolving to accele- 
rate, as much as possible, his joining the regiment, 
that he might save himself the pain of deciding be- 
tween right and wrong, by the middle resource of 
running away firom the scene of doubt. 

Lady £lma made her visit to the Mudds, in 
which, notwithstanding the hint she had thrown 
out, the Lady De Hauteforts had no participation ; 
— it is one thing to threaten when we are a lit- 
tle vexed, and another to do a foolish thing because 
we have promised to be foolish. She encouraged 
her friend td offer himself for the vacant borough, 
fjind promised all her powerful assistance : it 

was 



9a THE COUNTESS AND GERTKUDE. 

i¥as a situation exactly sdited to her ladyship^s ta« 
lents and inclination; and in speaking of it to others, 
she gave way to that good-humored vanity tvhich 
tvas at once her stimulus and her reward, and 
which makes ladies boast of making colonels and 
captains^ but when on meeting Gertrude, she 
meant to report, with still more brilliancy than to 
any other friend, the effect of her eloquence and 
her eyes on Mr. Mudd and a few leading persons, 
who had been introduced to her on the subject, the 
wings of her self-applause flagged ; and the habit of 
respecting Gertrude, made her confine herself to 
unembellished fact and comparatively humble pre-^ 
tensions. She could no more have repeated to 
Miss Aubrey what she had told to every man of her 
acquaintance, who had. come in her way at a gay 
assembly that had finished her day of exertion, 
than she could have confessed to her another occu-* 
pation of that evening, which nearly respected hen 
She had for some time, and ever since the integrity 
of Gertrude s character had shewn itself as its pro* 
roinent feature, stood in something like uwe of hen 
Strange to say, she had not dared to communicate 
to her those little triumphs which her vanity de- 
manded, and the place peculiarly addressed to her. 
She could almost as soon have relinquished th^ 
desire of pleasing, as have revealed to Gertrude the 
trumpery little stratagems into which it was,- now 
more than ever, betraying her. When she looked 
at humble Gatty — when she talked with her, and 
considered her rectitude of principle and child-like 
simplicity, she hardly Could confess to herself, tlral 

she 
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she was daily more and more under the dominion of 
\i^bat may be called an unembodied jealousy. But 
she might have confessed it, for Gertrude would 
not have given credit even to her own report. She 
would have supposed such a failing utterly incon- 
sistent with an independent dignity of mind ; for 
Gertrude was no judge of consistency, as it exists 
in the world. Lady Elma indeed could own in 
general, without blushing, that she liked admira* 
tion : we can all say, * We are sad sinners,' and we 
caasometimes acknowledge specific iniirmity, in the 
hope either of hearing it exalted into merit, or de- 
nied to be our property ; but Lady Elma must 
have been destitute of every refuge from thought, 
Jbefore she could have suffered hei^self to think that 
ere she set out on this good deed, in which she 
so eminently distinguished herself as the friend of 
humble merit, she had been as eminently unjust, 
for, having watched the waywardness of the vis- 
count, and joining to it the circumstance of Ger- 
trude's not chusingto accompany her, she had pro- 
cured half an hour's conversation with his lordship, 
in which she had convinced him that she knew the 
state of affairs between him and Miss Aubrey, 
that he was, not ruined, but ridiculous, if he persist- 
ed, and in short, that nothing but his unqualified 
promise to relinquish so absurd a project, could 
insure to him any portion of her regard or justify 
h^r in owning any acquaintance with him. The 
visoDunt was precisely in that state of mind which 
makes any sort of decision an- obligation : he toolc 
pains to-asswa Lady £lma that she had only antici- 

5 pated 
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pated his sentiments ; he was convinced now that 
* the thing would not do/ aqd she might rely on 
it he should never ' commit himself :' they part- 
ed excellent friends; she gave hmi one of two pre-, 
cious rose-buds which she wore in her bosom ; and 
when he had seen her set off, he still felt obliged to 
her, though not quite satisfied with himself. 

A hint from her ladyship that she had good news 
to tell at her breakfast-table, carried Mr. Sylvanus 
Reynardson thither, the morning after the ball ; and 
his knowledge of his hostess justified him to his 
conscience when he thought fit to applaud and re- 
joice in her endeavors and her success in the 
emancipation of that ' charming young fellow, far 
too good to be set down for life with a person so 
wry obscure as Miss Aubrey'— yet as be paced 
back from this tite-^-tSte to his Ipdgings, impeded 
in his course by the pressure of his own difficulties, 
and inclined by compassion for himself, to feel a 
little for others, his heart softened at the silent 
treachery that surrounded an innocent girl ; and he 
began to consider whether such a wife would not 
be less expensive than his own unproduceable esta- 
blishment; but * the shackles, the shackles ! — no; 
any thing was better than the shackles.' 

While Gertrude was sensible to nothing in 
Lady Elma but what would well bear the light, and 
saw only her active exertions and felt only her kind- 
ness, that she should esteem, that she should love,, 
that she should admire her, was but just : she heard 
with interest all her details of proceedings in Mn 
Mudd's cause, and had only to regret that her zeal 
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in it, would induce her to quit Brighton, and re- 
main on the scene of action till the election was se- 
cured ; but Gertrude was not the spoiled child of 
a dotinsj world, and she could cheurfuUv submit 
to a reasonable necessity. Lord Lujcmore entered 
heartily into Lady Elma's wishes, and lent her all 
his knowledge of business, and all the weight of his 
name, and Gertrude was detained the whole of the 
day intervening between Lady Lima's visit to Mr. 
Mudd, and her taking up her temporary abode in 
his family, to assist her in the task of sending let- 
ters to persons able to promote her vitv^s. The 
celerity, the elegance, and the variety with which 
her ladyship dispatched this business, were admira- 
ble: no two letters on the subject were alike: 
every one was proportioned to the rank, the de«rree 
of intimacy, the influence, the temper of the person 
addressed; and, as Gertrude's post was to read 
over, to poitit, fold, and seal, she was not w^ithout 
her share of the advantages to be derived from w it- 
nessins such a direction of intellect 

It must not be supposed, that Lady Elma de- 
pended for success in her application, on the au- 
thority of her name, her situation in life, or her 
connections. Though each might assist her, as an 
introduction, and as rendering some few persons 
proud to be called on, yet, on experience, it may 
be asserted, that a woman not possessing similar 
advantages, but who has maintained a high charac- 
ter for prudence, disinterestedness, and integrity, 
who has cultivated her understanding, and pre- 
eei-ved her intellects for useful purposes, may do 

much^ 
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much, even in a higher cause, than that which nov¥ 
engaged her atttention. When Gertrude remark- 
ed to her the facility and point with which she ac- 
complished what she had undeitaken, Lady Elma 
replied, * I (iwe the ability to my good mother, 
who, when I was a girl, made me write her letters 
on business and civility, and in order to give me a 
variety of diction, she never would suffer me, if it 
was possible to avoid it, to correct any error I 
committed : if I had, through haste, or negligence^ 
written a word I wished to erase, she would, if pos- 
sible, shew me how the sentence migh't be so turn- 
ed as to include it : but had she suffered me to in- 
dulge in that sort of juvenile correspondence which 
waits, without subject-matter or impulse, for * the 
dear Sunday,' when * dear Harriet's dear letter 
may be answered in her own dear affectionate 
style,' believe me, I never should have written 
e v^en common-sense. I would rather read nursery- 
nonsense and journals of baby-balls, than such let- 
ters of sentiment as I have seen. I heai*d a young 
woman once complain to her friend, that her letters 
were * all matter of fact ;' and I needed no other 
gauge to the taste of the complainer. I have a very 
high idea of the powers of my own sex. I am per- 
suaded women, and most women, can do whatever 
it is (it that a woman should do ; and I do not 
think there is so much difference between the intel^ 
lects of women as we find in the intellects of men 
r— girls may be made almost any thing; else why da 
they return from their places of education, so 
3troagly marked with the characters impressed on 

themr 
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them there ; and when they have l^en once well 
educated, it is amazing to see what they will do; 
I have heard of women, who, during the liie of a 
husband, were merely elegant mistresses of a fa- 
mily, or what you call good wives and mothers, 
but who, when circumstadces have demanded it, 
liave become acquainted with the great concerns 
of commerce, foreign exchange, and the most im- 
portant negociations of business. I have a friend, and 
an Englishwoman too, who, knowing no language 
but her own, and that in the most superficial way, 
by dint of application, fitted her son for Westmins- 
ter school. I am therefore a violent advocate for 
the fair use of every particle of female common- 
sense, I remember to have heard my father say, 

that in the absence of Lord D , his wife was, 

for four months, governess of a large district in Ame- 
rica ; and the people never were so well satisfied — • 
accounts never were so well kept, nor affairs in 
sirch good order : think how many governesses of 
the Low Countries and Italian states there have 
been ; and if they did right it was common-sense 
that guided them ; for very few women have been 
well or fairly educated. I hate the women of the 
hou«e of Medici, and half the heroines of the world; 
but the fair use of common-sense delights me ; ac- 
complishments are rags, that may be hung on any 
pole ; but common*sense is a wrapping cloke, that 
no woman must stir without ; and if I render any 
service to my friends here, you shall see it fs only 
by the exertion of this homely quality. O ! how I 
can laugh at those who flatter me and look on me 

VOL. lY, ^ W 
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ns a wonder !—rI telltbem truly, they may all do as 
I do. 

Lady Eliqa's moveineats occasioned discossioQ 
amongst her friends and ber observers. I^ady 
Luxmore was shocked that she should so Jemean 
herself. L^y Wayeney was astonished fit her 
courage. Mrs. M^n^mon waited to h^ar on which 
s]4e Mr. Mudd would vote. Mrs. Eglantine Tat? 
mis wondered ^ what ladies wpul4 do n^i^t' Lady 
Paula, not recollecting that she had no one qpality 
or faculty in common with Lady Elma, soothed her 
feelfogs of envy into emulation, by telling herself 
what she would do when Sir Philip Lorimer's purs^ 
ipid pretensions gave her scope ^ad occasion r sh§ 
thought s\\p was do|ng like Lady Ehna, when sh^ 
was settling the qolor of fevors,. anticipating the 
exhibttbn on the hustings, and leading the triuin- 
pbant processipn of matrons and damsds. Npn^ 
of Lady Paula s ideas ever departed unclad fron) . 
the wardrobe of her mind : each wi^ (Ipck^^ ip 
silk or velvet, mpslin or cr?ip^ wit^ the accidental 
options pf pink or purple, scarlet or yellow ; an4 
now that her happiness was sepured by the lust arr 
rangepi^nts for her nuptipds, horses, carriages, ser* 
vants, houses, and every specie^ of enorpoous graq- 
deur^ were .appended to hprfprm^ sto^k of images j 
for Lady Paula, though highly bom, was stiU of 
the vulgar ; her dignity was pride, her elegance was 
excess ; and, like Lady Lvixpfiore, tp ))e mpderate 
ipras out pf her pp^en 

Lady Caroline ^t^ianked her stars, th^t she was 
^i^Qinpt from all intipr^st ii).thatsink. of 9very thing 
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low and odious, the house of commons : the name 
itself was enough to degrade it : — why was it not 
called ' the house of gentlemenf She had deci- 
ded ' that if she married Portargis, it should be 
on condition that he never accepted a seat tiiere : 
noble and ancient were the first adjectives in her 
vocabulary :' it was her plan ' to keep at a dis- 
tance from every thing that was not on a level with 
or above herself/ She was impatient ' to know 
more of the Luxmores,' that she might judge * how 
far the connection suited her :' the peerage was 
very satisfactory, and as for '' tliat fussocking fo- 
grum old cat' the countess, she was not of the fa- 
mily, and would be in her grave soon. She had 
' spelt,' to the utmost of her spelling powers, for, an 
invitation into —shire: she liad with plea- 
sure heard Sir Philip threaten the earl that ho 
* and Polla' would beat up his quarters at Lux- 
vm^^ as soon as he gbt there ; she bad enquired 
of Gertrude the size and fashion, shape, and fea- 
ture of the house ; but she could not hear of massy 
walls, spacious galleries, vaulted roofs, battlements, 
loop-holes, curtainsi or bastions. Nothing could 
i»)ie learn of 

* Rich windows that exclude the light,' 

or of 

« 

< Passages that lead to nothiog/ 

She longed to live in a place exempt from the 
changes of vulgar fashion. To expuse her dwell- 
ing for being superior to all others^ by the phrase 

H 8 ' We 
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* We are so old here/ would have been humility 
suited to the palate of her mind, as an * avaunt' to * 
the pretensions of all modern professors of change. 

In the evening preceding Lady Elma's departure, 
jind which she spent with the Luxmore family, the 
carl shewed at once his good nature and his polite- 
ness, by asking to be allowed the pleasure of con- 
ducting her, and of 'introducing himself to Mr. 
Mudd. Lady Luxmore was invited to lend her ' 
coach to the occasion, and a partie quarrtt was 
nearly formed ; but her ladyship at last declining 
it, Gertrude was of course precluded, and the 
parl's post-chariot took his lordship and Lndy El- 
ma. On his return, he spoke in high terms of the 
family he had thus accidentally visited ; and his in- 
terest in Lady Elma's proceedings was increased by 
the ocular demonstration of worth in their oSt 
ject. 

* I am delighted with Lady Elma's friends,' said* 

his lordship, on his return in the evening. * I 

could not refuse their invitation to dinner, though 

it was pressed with the most well-bred option on 

my part. When 1 was coming away, 1 urged 

them to return my visit. I shall never forget the 

liberal-minded fellow's expression. * We are here,' 

said he, * in our own place, within our own fence, 

and unless your lordship wishes to set an example 

of condescension, no one needs know you have done 

us the honor of entering our house. I have the 

spirit of an Englishman. I know my own wprth, 

und I kick when degraded below my due estima-r 

lion; but above my claim, I never wish to bej 

rated. 



Wted, nor would I accept the error. The notice 
of our superiors will ever claim our gratitude ; — 
but the only intercourse I shall ever covet with 
persons of your lordship's hereditary rank, is when 
they will allow me the heartfelt pleasure of for-^ 
warding their good intentions ; a poor little boy or 
girl ; ah old man or woman, for whom yOil or ady 
of your family wish to provide, which I know by 
experience is sometimes matter of a little difficulty, 
I can, perhaps, suit with employment, or elect into 
a little friendly band I am establishing just by^ 
which, I think,, will turn out to the advantage of 
us alL But as to your kind wish to see us Frogs 
at Brighton, you must excuse me: it would be ng- 
. torious ; and you would be disgraced i you have 
not the same excuse as my dear lady here; I w%s 
not your father's servant; she has a right to com- 
mand us, and we must not deiiy her tiie pleasure 
of condescending. 

Gertrude was pleased that Lord LuJEtnoi^ saw 
the parvenus as she did* Lady Luxmore s want 
of acquaintance prevented her interferenoe when 
. they continued to speak of the merits of the Mudda ; 
but she could cut short what she could not conti- 
nue ; and she exercised the privilege. 
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CHAPTER LXXL 

^hft^hn^m^twHinie'sself, Kind eonsofatiam. Anetaple^ 
9ure0 Public lecturt^f Erudite hearers. How to take 
notes. A wedding, A relapse into love. The heir of age, 
yhe dependent of age, A tiolent quarrel, A vindicatitm. 
Departing emnjorts, B^r eonsideraiion^. Bitter suffering, 

La2>t £lma iirkhdrawD, Gertrude had leisure to 
1^\ the decide ^Iteration in Portargis's deport- 
ment : b& was* now rarely at home ; and instead of 
lU8 former intifloacy^ friendship, and attachment, 
fhe saw nothing but a frown of vexation when he 
• could not avoid hen She was sometimes inclined 
to suppose him ^ffisnded, and to ask how it had 
occurred; hot not desiring to bring oi> another aeeh 
defihre^ slje preferred remaining in a situation 
somewhat resamj^ing disj^ace. 

In two daya after Lady Elma's departure, be 
quitted home with a young man whose family lived 
a few mHe» from Brigliton ; and Lord Luxmore 
kaving watched him through lus ai*rangement» for 
the purpose, and seen his adieu, took the first op- 
. portunity when he saw Gertrude alone, to speak 
to her on the sqbj^ct ' I have my suspicions,' 
said he^ ^ my dear ^rl, that you must make up 
your mind to an inconstant lover. Portargis is 
not steady enough to know what would make him , 
happy. I have not interfered, as I was not cer- 
tain 



taiii it would be to your advantage ; aSd, after all, 
I believe' ^ 



* May I request youi" lordship/ said Gertrude^ 
raising her eyes from her drawing, * never to men- 
tion the subject to rti6 ? I was, in some measure^ 
prepared for what I have found ; and I am thank** 
ful my conviction has arrived thus early; I as*^ 
sure your lordship, It will not disturb my happi-* 
tiess : Lord Portargis has corlsulted my ease by 
his sincerity^ I can work for my living/ said she, 
with a less steady voice \ * but I cannot be th6 
slave of Capride/ 

' You must not talk so,* said the earf ; * but 
you are rights very right, my dear girl, to think as 
you do; and I am glad ydu meet the matter ih' 
this light : I consented to his attachment, because 
I thought it pointed to his happiness and advan^^ 
tage. I did not refer to my own opiriiori on the 
subject so much as to his; and I am persuaded his 
tvould teaze you extremely :. — you requite a very 

efent disposition in the man who may be happy 
enough to win yout afTedtions.' 

Lady LuxmQre^s voide, from the story above^ 
Was relief to Gertrude's feelings : she obeyed her 
Call^ dnd lost painful ideas in the trifles of a ward- 
tobia. 

When she next Sdw Loi*d Luxmot^e, it vras at 

t .... 

the dinnei:4able j he was always polite; but now 
his politeness was tender. He took wine, &s if 
Sie wanted power to dismiss his own feelings, or 
courage to bring forward! some kinoness. The 
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latter was the object of his endeavor, and he suc- 
ceeded. 

* There is a pleasure awaiting you^ Miss Au- 
brey,' said he. * I met Miss Le Sage just now ; 
and she was going to pay her subscription to a 
short course of lectures in experimental philosophy; 
the expence is very trifling ; and I shall be happy 
to defray it to procure you an advantage that I 
have heard you wish for. ML&s Le Sage bids me 
say her mother and she are at your service by way 
of escort and companion : the lectures will be 
daily : fhey vtill occupy only two hours each day, 
and a fortnight in their period of duration. As 
Lady Elma is not here, you will have just this time 
to spare ; and I beg you will avail yourself of the 
opportunity/ 

Mr. Reynardson was present, and of infinite 
service in forwarding what was now iriade an anx- 
ious wish in the mind of Gertrude f he hinted the 
absolute necessity, induced by the times, of every 
yoiirig woman's having this generlBil knowledge. 

Lady Luxmore could not understand him unci- 
villy, since her prpbable caprice w^as kept out of 
sight and comment: she was driven to console her- 
self for not opposing, by observing that 'people 
could not always expect to have every thing found 
for them for nothing,' 

A syllabus of the lectures, to which Lord Lux-- 
more Had by every attention facilitated her access, 
opened to her a boundless plan of inforniation 
brought up to the threshold of her understanding ; 
and his lordship, in giving her the paper, left the 

room. 
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room, as if to avoid her gratitude. Mrs. and Miss 
Le Sage entered on their kind connection with her; 
and the occupation this new amusement found for 
her mind, contributed to the restoration of its 
health. But the effect .produced by the informa- 
tion she gained, was certainly not satkf action: 
every thing she heard, increased her disposition . 
to enquiry ; and in her reports of tlie profit of the 
morning, which Lord Luxmore called for, he re- 
gretted, and his regret Mas sincere, that he could 
not assist her curiosity.— But while he exprest 
this regret, he found means, in a very coifeiderable 
degree, to do what she wished. After the first 
lecture, he felt inclined to be an auditor : he invited 
the lecturer to his table : he purchased books con* 
nected with the subjects lectured on ; and Lady 
Luxmore had some new topics of astonishment in 
seeing ' old folks come to their second childhood, 
mid going to school.' But right is courageous: 
his lordship persevered, and Gertrude reaped the 
advantage. 

Her first sentiment on entering the lecture-rooni 
had been respect for the audience : her next, self- 
abasement. 'Every one of these persons/ said she to 
herself, 'perhaps that child of ten years old, knows 
more onwhat I come to hear, than I do.' Ignorance, 
if unattended with conceit, gives plenary credit, 
but Gertrude, on this point, stood a little corrected 
ere the course concluded. She beard a ladv, of a 
sensible countenance and prepossessing appearance, 
reply to her little daughter, who askqd, ' What's, 
hydrostatics, mama?'— Why, ray dear, hydros- 
tatics 
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tatics is water.' — ' That child/ said Miss Le Sage,- 
' when she goes home^ will tell her maid to give 
her some hydrostatics to wash her hands/ Ati 
old lady seated before our party, took notes. Miss 
Le Sage sate so that she must see. Something had 
been said on architecture, on the origin of the 
Corinthian capital, and that order called the- 
Roman Composite: the good lady wrote dowti 
^ Roman Capitol/ Mrs. Mammon was delighted 
with the lecturer's assertion, that by a knowledge 
of mechanical powers, and the scientific applica* 
tion of them, one horse might do the work of 
three: — she anticipated rail- ways in the streets 
of London, and steam-engines in the derriere of 
carriages. Mrs. Eglantifie Tamis begged just to 
know why her fingers swelled in cold weather as 
well as hot, and was determined to buy a lacto- 
meter. She was glad she never carried half-pence, 
lest they might touch silver, and give her the GaU 
vanic shock. — But there is no end. 

Lady Elma had promised to write t6 Gertrude^ 
fcut she could readily suppose her fo6 fully occu- 
pied to keep her promise. Lord Portafgis return- 
ed in a week : he had seen her, and was the bearer^ 
of kind messages. Lady Paula de Hautefoft's mar- 
riage took place with all the outrageous celebrity 
of a fashionable dipot Of foUy and fashion : bei&, 
favors, a butt of beer, a ball to the tradesmen arid 
servants, and the bride all day in sight ! it was this 
event that had fixed the time for Portargis's return ; 
but he could not be prevailed on to accompany the 
1 married 



I 
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married couple and the bride's sister, on an ex^ 
ctirsion projected as the holiday-employment of 
their nuptial kalends : he was not in spirits, though 
he was within a few days of that period at which 
the law of the land allowed him to call himself his 
own master. He now sought Gertrude again, and 
put her to some difficulty to avoid sitting down 
tite tL tite With him. His delayed negociatioos for 
entering on his profession, bad proceeded too &r 
to allow him to recede with honor, therefore he 
repented of them, and as he must quit Gertnide, 
she became doubly dear in his eyes. If she would 
have given opportunity, and listened, she might 
have beard his recantations, and accepted vows of 
unalterable affection, needing nothing but their 
own existence to annihilate them. But she had 
neither inclination nor time, to bestow on a connect 
tipn that had no power but to harrass hen With 
Lady Luxmore's permission, she had subtracted 
from her yearly allowance as much as wouli! pay 
a teacher for proceeding with her in musie and 
drawing, while Lady Elma was absent ; and her 
diligence was encouraged by her progress. She 
saw she could now find her way through the Latin 
grammar by herself; and the pursuits, the lecturesr 
her vexations at home, and anxieties that had a 
more distant field, were sufficient, without tiie 
amoreiti of Lord Viscount Portargis. 

It bad been a wish of Lord Luxmore's; as' soon, 
as his healft gave him teave and encouragement 
to forax any plan, that the fiU of hb sonfs majo* 

rity 
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rity should be celebrated at Xuxmote ; and he had 
projected crossing the country mth his fiBuniiy, ac* 
companied by Lady £lma and Mr. Reynardsoa 
for this purpose; but the wish seeming to ac- 
cord with neither the inclination nor the conveni- 
ence of any but himself and Gertrude, he aban- 
doned it, and substituted for it, in his mind, a 
succession of expedients for marking the day and 
the event, not one of which carried with it the 
connection his feelings demanded. A dinner or a 
ball, or any thing to be done in Brighton, must be 
an assemblage of persons bearing no relation, in 
any way, to the circumstance : there could be nei- 
ther friends nor friendship in a promiscuous 
croud. Lady Luxmore proposed a large party US 
the play, and bespeaking ' the Heir at Law ;' but 
his lordship could not see much more relation in 
tfab plan than in the many he had rejected. The 

* 

day, therefore, would have been, perforce, a day 
of perfect similarity to its neighbors, had not Lady 
Elma exprest her intention of returning, solely and 
exclusively, to celebrate it. Mr. Reynardson and 
good Lady Waveney now left alone, formed the 
groupe; and Portargis, after much uncertainty, 
promised to be present.. The earl wrote to Mn 
Sydenham his instructions for the Luxmore festi" 
vity ; and the day arrived. 

Gertrude wished much to remove from the brow 
of the viscount, the cloud she perceived on it: 
bb affected ill humor had subsided into an expres- 
sion- that indicated dissatisfaction with himself; 
and she woald gladly havef convinced; faim, if^ be 
8 could 



THE COUNTESS AND GERTHUDE, 109 

could be convinced of it, that he had acted wisely* 
She met him in the morning : she extended her 
hand ; and with as much sincerity as those nearest 
related to him could feel, she wished that every 
anniversary of that day might find him happier, 
JI^ turned away from her, into a room, near the 
door of which they had met ; and she was leaving 
him, when he followed her, and begged her to hear 
him. * On any subject/ said she, * but that which 
has given you such reasonable uneasiness: you see, 
Portargis, how right I was : I told you you must 
repent such precipitation ; it did not mislead me. 
I knew and expected you would come to your 
wits ; and I rejoice in your having done so : let 
us continue friends ; let us live, as we have alwa^ 
done, like a brother and sister ; nothing can make 
me so happy ; but believe me, we never can be 
happy in a nearer connection : I am not at* all 
suited to you : I should be aukward, and ray lift 
Mould be irksome.' * • . ,. 

His lordship's feelings had choked his atteraiibe 
a little, and she had time to proceed ; but he iwir 
s.topt her, and she could not avoid hearing senti- 
ments exactly opposite to the plan of renunciatioa 
she had proposed. Contradiction and ridicule, the 
only twQ ijiechanical powers that bore on his 
purposes, jiever lost their effect ; had she laugh* 
ed at his want of power over his heart, she would 
have shewn herself more prudent ; but she would 
have lost credit with herself in the attempt. 

He w^s now ready to give up the army, to br^ve 
his motlier's displeasure, to accept a small income 

from 



1 10 THE C0UVT£8« AND GEETEUDE. 

from his father^ in addition to what Mr. Sterling 
had bequeathed him oii his coming of age, and to 
retire into the country, with an utter dereliction of 
every species of happiness but what might emanate 
from his marriage with Gatty Aubrey. — ^The con- 
versation was interrupted just as he had settled 
his. plan of remaining quietly where he was, and 
arranging every thing with his father in a way that 
must convince him, at once, of bis respect and his 
good intentions ; and Gertrude, having no subse- 
quent opportunity of speaking to him alone, durii^ 
tha day, wa3 implicated in the necessity of remain- 
lag, for that timis, Viscountess Portargis elect : his 
spirits were now again rai.^ed, and sh6 felt almost 
sorry (hat she must wake him from a dream that 
sejeaoed SQ pleasing; but there was no occasion for 
much violence: Lady £lma, on her arrival, finding 
him near Gertrude, and perceiving a ring on his 
finger, which his attempts to hide it convinced her 
was that which she had made him detach from it 
trhm she had before shewn him his folly, was part 
ticidarly attentive to him, she made him return 
with her in Mr. Mudds carriage in the evening ; 
and. from thence, he, in three days. Joined his regU 
ment in a distant county. 

To an uninformed observer, Gertrude must, at 
tiiis time, have appeared the child of the family in 
which she lived; and if Lord Luxmore had been 
watched, she must have been supposed particularly 
happy in his parental affection : her o^'n deport- 
ment would not haye corrected any error of this 

kind. 
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Mod, unless the humility, the duteous observance^ 
^nd the unvarying respect of it, had been contrast* 
ed with the modern, we will not say fashionable^ 
l&tyl^ of behavior in young ladies towards parents, 
jBeyond what she now possessed, she had little to 
ask with any prospeqt of attainment; and to be 
content, was a point of duty so fixed in her mind, 
by the fear of forfeiting the favor of that Power to 
whom she owed all, that she was oftener employed 
in recounting her comforts than her privation?, 
Her birthrday ai'rived : there was no question how 
thai should be kept : it was a day of peculiar seri- 
ousness with her ; and she wondered it could be 
other to any one, Lady Luxmore, on meeting in 
the morning, (rondescepded to wish her joy on 
^ coming tQ her fortune.* Lord Luxmore, at 
breakfast, express something more cordial, but ia. 
terms that could not offend : having spoken, be took' 
out his pocket- book, and from it a paper, whose 
very sound told its species : he gave it her, saying 
^ You will accept this, Miss Aubrey, from. Lady 
lyuxmore and myself, tP me^t the expence. of your 
music and drawibg-Iessons; and when I next go to 
toiyn, I am your debtor for one of tbe best musical 
instruments.! can procure for you — you deserve 
PQmething, in acknowledgment of ipany services/ 
AccidentaUy, as it seemed, Mr. ^eynardson ba4 
taken.l^is. bi:e^kfa^t with the earl and countess ; and, 
his civi) pifnidits aqd congratulations, made the 
iDat^e^ api^ear, as.the earl had represented it, tbe. 
fif t,Qf l^iffise/f «wi4 h^3^ wife* Gertrude was not 
lWf*;at !^«W§^W?|p4, before him ; her ^atrtude did ^ 

not 
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riot stammer ; she owned her surprise, her want or 
claim to such generosity, and her appreciation of 
it — and she recollected that whenever Lord Lux- 
more found opportunity to be kind to her, Mr, 
Reynardson was of the party — a circumstance that 
extended her sense of obligation, even to him, 

,The countess, before they parted, accepted the 
young man's invitation to an airing with him ; and 
Gertrude, after'calling on Miss Le Sage, to whom 
she commlinicated her happiness, found Lord Lux- 
more at home, and disposed to talk to. her. He 
began to be very weary of the sea-side; and his 
olyect was to sound "her oil the feasibility of a plan 
he was projecting, of going to I^ondon for a short 
tinie to engage 4 hoyse fit for himself and the coun- 
tess,^ and while it was preparing, to pass the time at 
X^xmoxe : it was a proposal that could not but re- 
joice Gertrude; it would give |ier an opportunity 
ot seeing Mr. Sydenham and Mrs, Brett ;- and it 
brought notliing grieyous with it, for Lady Elma^ 
was to be of the party, 

^/ But,' said sihe,/' I understood your lordship 
meant to go abroad again. I hope this plan says 
YOU have changed your purpose.* 

.* I ham changed my purpose,* he replied^ 
* Portargis is^ now settled in his profession, and I 
ttink it rig^tto be near him at his outset; and in- 
dee^, *my dear young friend, I want quiet and com- 
fort* Though I cannot call myself an old man — 
indeed, I don't know that I ever in my life felt 
younger. -^I begin to be tired of the world, as I 
have seen it now for nfiany years j in another light 
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It might still be agreeable; and if I could procure 
domestic comfort, and get a few pleasant friends 
^nd agreeable books about me^ I should not have 
another care for this life. Lady Ltixmore is cer-^ 
tainly hot so very unaccommodating aa she once 
ivas, though she is far from what I could wish ; but 
that perhaps she can't help ; and it txiay, in some 
measure) be my own fault, that I am not easier 
with her. I must make the best of it ; for it is too 
late to quarrel with my lot. If I possibly can j . I 
will live at home : it is the fittest place for every 
toan of forty who has one ; I must not say how 
much I depend on ydu^ my child ; be what I have 
hitherto found you^ and you can counterbalance 
inuch that tvould be otherwise grievous. If we 
could accomplish nine or ten weeks at Luxmore, I 
think with Lady j£lma and the parsonage family^ 
aiid a few others, we might turn Christmas very 
agreeably, and a little in the good old style. — We 
would then have a nice comfortable house, in an 
aky part of London, ready for us ; and we might 
begin to live as ' we ought to do/ 

Gertrude saw no objection, nor could she for e« 
tee how any one could be frajned. The day not 
affording much unoccupkd interval, the breakfast- 
hour the next morning was that iti which the sub^ 
ject was brought forward. Possibly the more his 
lordsbi{]i had thought of his project, the higher did 
it rise in its importance to his happiness ; for before 
he iniroduoed it, Mr. Reynardsoti being unfortu- 
nately engaged, he made use of all the blandish^ 
mepts of snooQth wqrds^ and propitiatiog looks* 

VOL. IV* X By 
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By this very precaution, he shewed his want of 
generalship; and ruined his plan : ' Sic volo, sic 
jubeo,' was the only proper language in the case r 
the very aspect of consultation proclaims the right 
of opposition ; and the countess bad been made sus* 
picious in tinie to be obstinate: he might, by 
storm, have succeeded without a slcirmish, but, by 
sap, he could do nothing : be only provoked a sally^ 
which ended in soYnething worse than a drawn- 
battle ; for the countess declared nothing should 
induce her to go to Luxmore ; and bis lordship, 
whose anger might certainly be excused, though in 
the present case it injured himself more than any 
one else, expressing his sentiments with asperity, 
what are called high words ensued, and Gertrude 
was doomed to hear a husband and wife, regardless 
of all obligation to forbearance, criminate and re- 
criminate, assert, deny, and express for each other 
the most degrading contempt and unqualified 
hatred* She burst into tears, and by doing so, 
called Lady Luxmore's attention from her husband. 

With the same justice, as when poetry abuses 
sun, moon, and stars, will an exasperated lady ac- 
cuse any thing, dog, cat, or child, as the author of 
her woes ; and poor Gertrude was informed that 
this was a plan of her's, and that to please her was 
his lordship's object The charge sprung into ra- 
mifications of rage and jealousy, too incoherent, too 
unfounded, too contradictory, to merit an answer, 
yet too serious to allow of a tacit contempt: the 
declamation finished with a reference to the muni*- 
.ficence. of the preceding morning; and Gertrude, 

by 
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by taking out of her purse the note shfe had receive 
^d, and laying it on the table, hoped she might pur^ 
thase peace and reconciliation; Bursting afresh 
into tears^ she was departing, when Lord Luxmore 
caught her arm^ and insisted on her stay. Warm 
with rage^ and made eloquent by the best feelings 
of a really generous nature improving into yirtue^ 
he said : 

' Had it not been for the alteration occasioned in 
me by my accident in the summer, Lady Luxmore, 
I might now fly from your tongue and its infernal 
malice : the consciousness of cause for self-reproach- 
might make me seek peace at any rate ; but since 
my narrow escape from the grave^ I have felt call- 
ed to a better rank of being, and I* s^m prepared td 
meet any thing you may be pleased to say. I feel 
that my intentions, which I am certain my conduct 
has not impeached, entitle me to respect ; aad hav^- 
ing done nothing I wish concealed, I shall use no 
disguise. I deny your assertion that Miss Aubrey 
suggested what I have just now propo^ to you, 
or that it was designed for her pleasure ; but I 
lionfess that you are beholden to Miss Aubrey for 
every attention since we met at Richmond. You 
yourself turned over to her^ those offices which a 
prudent woman and an affectionate wife would 
4iave delegated to no one- Neglecting me your- 
self, you made her my nurse and my companion ; I 
found in her, all I could have wished in a daughter : 
she soothed when you would have exasperated; she 
comforted me, when you would have taught me to 
despair : the wretch who fears to die, seldom re- 

I 2 fuses 
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-fuses cordials, Lady Luxmore — those she offered 
me were bitter potions ; but I took them. Sh^ 
won on me to receive you^ Lady Luxmore ; and 
what other friend have you in the worlds who weuld 
ihave taken the trouble to attempt this?— When I 
liave said this, is it necessary to tell you, you are un*^ 
grateful, unjust, undeserving of her slavish services?" 
The countess looked aukward ; she rose and be- 
gan setting her disturbed mind to disturb every 
tbing that came in her way, while her husband 
pacing the room, waited her reply. Seeing Ger- 
itrude's distress, he said, ' I am very sorry for the 
^cene you are involved in ; hut depend on my eare 
that yoii ^all not be injured.' ■ Tak«, I insist on 
it, your note again ; and remember that auch ser- 
Trees as your's, give you a claim on my justice, if 
not on my gratitude. Go to your room : yo» 
ivill be quieter alone — you shall be called, a& 
fioon'fts it is fit, or if your vindicattonof yourself is 
Necessary.' 

. Still sobbing with the irritation of her nerves, i^e 
^»ithdrevv, and locking herself into her chamber^ 
she awaited there the event of a discussion, which: 
«he saw might instantly render her aa outcast oa 
the world's mercy. It was no time for tears or pu- 
sillanimity : she felt the support of conscious inno- 
cence, and the comfort of an acquaintance with the 
Scriptures.. No language pi^sented itself so rea- 
dily as that of the Inspired Writers^ She eould 
ask, ^ Whose ox or whose ass have I taken? or 
♦whom have I defrauded ?'— she could recollect that 
-the very hajrsof her head were numbered: — ^she 
^- was 
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"was assured that those who trusted in the mercy of 
Heaven, its power would protect ; and her ardent 
imaginatioDi even while supplicating for that pro^ 
lection, presented to her the best means by whicli 
she might merit it. She was now, happily for her^ 
twenty-ooe 3^ear5 of age, possessing a steady mind^- 
and a sedateness of deportment that obviated, iii 
^ome measure, the disadvantage of her inexperi^ 
ence. 

She saw she -must enter on the ' wcarld — she 
cared not in how subordinate a situation ; she coulci 
conform to any privations for the sake of respecta-** 
ble protection, and the means of gaining a liveli- 
hood without the neceasity of applying to Lord Qf. 
Lady Luxmora 

She dared not think of what was probably pass^ 
ing under her fe^ ; but vi ithout the exercise of 
thought, she loj^saw that peace bejtween the parties 
was impossible. The countess could not teacti 
iierself to respect her husband: she had hated him^ 
as she fancied, ^ for his faults,' and the habit had 
got too fast a hold on her, to adoxit of her discarding 
the sentiment when the cause ceased to exist. It 
jcould not be expected, nay it was hardly to be wish- 
ed, that the earl should give way ; jior could Ger- 
trude promise herself any advantage from such an 
accommodation as this iuvjeirsioi? of the order of 
things would produce. An opinion, such as Lady 
Luxmore had avowed, rendered the propriety of 
her prdteg^e's continuing in the family, question- 
able, and she was compelled to see that her dis- 
mission must be the consecjuence of the action or 
inaction of the parties; 

^ Quiet 
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Quiet bad suceeeded to some bustle, and the fre* 
quent ringing of tbe bells of the apartments, Two 
hours had passed. She had not been called ; and 
sh6 was about to try the sedative power of employ- 
menti when hearing more noise than before, she 
went into the front-room, and from the window saw 
! with what bitter bitter sorrow ! the earl's car-* 
yiage, with four horses, and all the appointments 
for travelling ! — She watched every movement: she 
was half inclined to go down stairs, of to seek a ser- 
vant to know what was doing. In her confusion of 
mind, she almost feared terms had been made, and 
that the dereliction of her, stood first in the capitUf- 
lation.— The earl ^nd countess might be going to- 
gether ; they might forget her. She went to the 
head of the* stairs : she could hear only the voice of 
the earl .and his valet She went again to the win-^ 
dow : she put up the sai^h, and at that moment, 
Lord Luxmore, alone^ got into the carriage : he 
looked up, shook his head; kissed his band^ an4 
jdrove off. • 
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CHAPTER LXXII. 

V 

Desertion, A melancholy pause. Reviving courage. A litth 
more ill usage. New favorites. A decision. A lesson ue ^ 
policj/ , In dign ant feelings. Civil war ds* 

The fear of imracdiate desertion was removed, btft 
it gave place to a regret so pungent, that it was 
only a change of misery ; Gertrude's happiness, 
notwithstanding all her vexations and anxieties, had 
been daily increasing since the better arrange- 
ments of those on whom she depended, and it was 
a happiness invaluable to her ; for tt consisted in * 
the expansion to the sun of knowledge, and the 
cultivation by her own diligence^ of her best facul- 
ties. With Lord Luxmore, she could not doubt, 
every indulgence depaited : he had been unvaiy- 
ingly kind : that kindness was gone: he had gained 
her esteem ; and now, perhaps, she must disguise it, 
or might be expected to retract it. ' If I am to 
labor for my daily bi:ead, farewell thfit freedom of 
mind, which 1 have, even in the worst cir<;um- 
stances, enjoyed ; but let me be thankful for all / 
have enjoyed,' S£ud she, as she sate down on her 
bed, and wept. 

The day-light was beginning to fade, and she 
*till was, or supposed herself to be, an exile. No 
Of^ bad palled her : no one had come to her : she 

"thought 
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thought she was forgotten ; yet perhaps it might have 
required all this time to settle her fate, The day 
had been rainy, which seemed to account for the 
stillness of the house: but whether Lq^dyLuxmore 
was at hpn)e or not, she could not decide. Perhaps 
she was offending by her absence — at ^x\y rate, the 
situation she was in, must tprmjnate. Equally in 
danger of being wrong, whether active or inactive, 
she preferred thp former ; and haying made herself 
neat, as for dinner, she went down to the roon^ 
where she had last seen the earl and poqhtess : it 
was unoccupied : the fire seemed to have been 
neglected ; and tl^re was ap eyident discontinuance 
pf that prompt replacing of removed chairs, whicl) 
used to Q)ake part of the assiduities of the earl*^ 
servants, , 

Fearing she might seem to moye about in secret, 
she sate dowti to the instrument in tlie room she wa£» 
allowed to consider as her place of employment : 
the door presently opei^ed ; and Lady Luxmore 15 
fbotmal:) came to inform her, that her ladyship 
would dine at Mrs. Lawless's at next door. 

With this lady and her daughters the countesshad 
mai^^ a hasty acquaintance ,* and they M^ere of that 
fiescription of persons with whom affection never 
stands still. The frieirtdship was now in the as- 
cending scale, and too recent, and tqo convenient 
in bad weather, to be supposed liable to accident ; 
it was therefore rather ardent. A napkin wag 
laid, and the reipains of what had been drest the 
(day before, were served up for Miss Aubrey in the 
jTpom uhere she was: her instructors in drawing 
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jand music occupied part of ber evening ; and too 
well-bred to ask ber why she was not quite lika 
herself, th^ey perhaps thought they had penetrated 
to a bad stratum of her brain. The remainder of 
the evening was as unproductive of satisfaction to 
her as the morning had been ; and she went to bed 
in increased bitterness of regret, but with more for- 
titude. The good mind^ like the rolled turf, gains 
support from its compression. * Wrapt in consci- 
ous innocence,' she committed herself to the care 
and guidance of Heaven, and determined to brave 
to the uttermost every storm that might threaten 
her in the ocean she was embarked on. 

It is certainly a most unrefined, unfeeling, coarse 
libility, to sleep with an anxious mind ; and poor 
Gatty so gifted, will perhaps fail in exciting sym- 
pathy ; but her distresses were too heavy to be 
borne, without recollecting the aid she might im- 
plore ; and having implored this, she sunk into re- 
pose, and rose next morning in renewed hope and 
confidence. That inordinate affection which con- 
verts the dispensations of Heaven into offence 
jagainst ourselves, can never enter into a well- 
regulated mind, consequently there was neither 
murmuring nor opposition in Gertrude's feelings ; 
and these removed, and the weakness of the human 
frame taken into our calculations, it is very possi- 
ble that such a young woman as we have described 
)ier, fully convinced of the Wisdom, the Power, and 
Jhe Mercy of Him who upholds the world, and 
who, she had learnt in her childhood * never slum- 
Jbers, cteyer sleeps f might have a good night's rest 

and 






122 THE COUNTESS AND GERTRUDE. 

and pleasant dreams, even when she knew not but 
that the rising morn might turn her out on the 
world with no other provision than her industry : 
in helplessness it could not dismiss her > she bad 
spent her time too well. 

A message came to her by Lady Luxmore s 
woman, on her going down stairs : her ladyship had 
had a bad night, and woulcl take her breakfast be^ 
fore she rose. Miss Aubrey was therefore to 
breakfast alone. 

As this servant was of tlie family in town, Ger- 
trude ventured to say, ' Can you tell me if Lady 
Luxmore is offended with me ?' The young woman 
burst into tears, and said, * I dare not say a word, 
Miss, but I am afraid there's but bad news for you, 
Miss/ 

Gertrude said no more. She went down to the 
breakfast-parlor ; she tried to eat ; but bread sticks 
sadly by the way, when the throat is under the 
stricture of pungent feeling ; and she was forced to 
abandon the attempt. 

Having waited till she thought the countess must 
be visible, and beginning to think herself culpably 
supine in a situation so little affording her a direct- 
ing light, she considered, not merely bow she 
should beaVy but what she should do. It was not 
pertain that any thing against her was meditated ; 
and feeling herself innocent, she could not regard 
her acquittal as hopeless. To save hersjolf the cha- 
grin of a refused audience, she wrote a note to the 
countess, expressing, in simple language, her anxi- 
pus fear that she might be supposed ungr9.teful, 



THE COUNTESS AND GERTRUDE. 193 

9i\\d requesting to be allowed to convince her that 
nothing had ever induced her, or could induce her, 
to depart from those sentiments of respect and ob« 
ligation which the protection of twenty^one years 
demanded from her. 

This billet, in which there was no flattery, no 
mean submission, not one word that was not strictly 
sincere, she sent to Lady Luxmore by her servant : 
the answer returned was, that she was coming 
down, and would speak to Miss Aubrey. 

One hour elapsed. Lady Luxmore appeared, 
but qloudy and discouraging. To a very humble 
good-morrow, she replied, * Good morning, Miss/ 
Gertrude waited^^she had been at work, and re- 
sumed it, to* shew she was stationary : she began to 
think Lady Luxmore expected her to speak. She 
arose, and went nearer to her. Making an eiTort, 
she said * May I request to know how I have of- 
fended your ladyship ?' She had done all in her 
power, and she burst into tears. - 

The countess began to speak. She deplored her 
misfortune * in being so harrassed when she ought 
to have every comfort :' slie * could not but say 
she thought Miss Aubrey's conduct a little singular 
for so ve?y sensible a lady— one who understood 
grammar, and was so very learned ; but great ge- 
niuses seldom did things like other people.'— She 
' belkved there were more than herself of that opi- 
nion — ^for she had her friends as well as Miss Au- 
brey. Lord Luxmore, indeed, was gone ; and she 
hoped sh&should never be drawn in, by the offici- 
ousqess or designing arts pf any body, to think of 

living 
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liviag with biih again : — Misses Aubrey might fancy*, 
she meant very well in the busy-body part she bad 
acted; and it had certainly turned out very well for 
herself: — she bad found her account in it by get- 
ting indulgences for herself^ not at all suited to her 
station in life ; but another time she would advise 
her to concern herself only M^ith her own affairs^- 
a^id not interfere with married people — it was dan* 
. gercus playing with edged tools.' She * forgave 
ber with all her heart, .and wished her well ; but 
aifter what had passed, she really thought, consider- 
ing the expence that had been bestowed on her, she 
might as well be trying to do something for herself^ 
and not continue a burthen on her friends all her 
life.' She * could very well dispense with her re-* 
turning to town with her : indeed, she should pix)^ 
bably, for scnne time, be so unsettled amongst the 
friends who had given her invitations, that it would 
be rather inconvenient to her to be incumbered.' 

Gertrude was silent ; she sate down. The cquq^ 
less grew encouraged, and proceeded : 

* You certainly, since you have heard so mucli' 
of your great talents and fine accomplishments, iaii 
be at no loss to find out what you are fitfor ; and I 
dare say, jf you say nothing of Lord Luxmore,you 
may get a situation in a family ; but I beg you wili 
not apply to me for any recommendation, as I 
should not chuse to interfere in your concerns.' 

Gertrude collected her work, and rose to leave 
the room. It was impossible for Lady Luxmore to 
understand her high-minded silence, or to gueM 
that, if she compelled ber to break it, she was re- 
sponsibly 
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Sponsible for what she might hear. She called her 
back, and said : 

^ I shall go away from this house almost di- 
rectly. My kind friend, Mrs. Lawless, has invited 
me to come to her, till I leave Brighton ; but as the 
time is not out in this house till the end of the 
week, you may stay here till then.' 

* I ask no mercy,* replied Gertrude", * where I 
have found no Justice. The excessive hardship of 
my lot will, perhiq)s, incline some one to pity and 
assist me.' 

« 

* As you please, Miss Aubrey ; but I beg we 
may have no tragedy-airs and graces. If you chuse 
to go directly, you are quite at liberty. I can shift 
very well; for those dear girls, Fanny and Lucy 
Lawless, have offered to do every thing for me — 
and they are so attentive and so kind, that I am 
sure I shall find them great comforts. I shall take 
one of them to town with me ; their good mother has 
quite set her heart upon it, and I must say indeed. 
Miss Aubrey, though I know you are a person of 
great consequence, they are, just now,'much better 
suited to me than you; for my spirits require a 
little vivacity : I can't do, just now, with a person 
who is studying the stars when they should be do- 
ing what I want I can't say I see any good in all 
your ^studying. You best know what service it is 
of 

' It is of great service to me,' said the insulted 
girl, ' for it has taught me to bear the greatest cru« 
elty that can be inflicted od me, Lady Luxmore.' 

• Cruelty?' 
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^ Cracky:' repeated her ladyship. * 'Tiswdl, 
Miss Aubrey, you were bom poor ; for you have a 
fine high spirit of your owii.' 

So ended the countess's stock of oratory, vvhieb 
in her use of it, had been very favourable to the 
fortitude of her discarded protigee; it had loosened 
every tie, but that of conscientious gratitude, for 
benefits reluctantly conferred ; and she at that nrro-' 
nient stood firm on her feet, a pilgrim in the world* 

After an hour's pacing her chamber, she found 
herself much better able to arrange her ideas. No- 
thing had interrupted her ; but the house had lost 
tlie character of silence which it had preserved 
through the preceding day ; and the sounds that 
ascended, told her that Miss Lawless and her sisteiT 
were arrived to console the countess under her va- 
rious causes of chagrin. 

The sudden substitution assisted in settling Ger* 
trudc's midd : her retreat cut off, she had only to 
proceed. She resolved to act openly and avowed- 
ly, to write to Lady Elma an account of her alter- 
ed situation and the circumstances connected with 
it — to take her advice as to the means< she shouldi 
pursue for a subsistence, and, as soon as she saw 
any prospect of living by her own labor, to seek her 
mother, who, whatever might be her faults or her 
follies, she considered as entitled to a child's duty , 
and attention. She felt that she could not be im- 
prudent in the indulgence of her inclination : what 
she proposed to do, was an injunction tif the dd 
law which the new had not abrogated, and the ex- 
ample 



^mple of its great promulgator had bound on the 
consciences of his followers. The protection yxem 
valuable, even if but nominal ; and no inconveni- 
ence, she was sure, could follow, that would not be 
abundantly compensated by the delight of having 
a parent to whom she might dedicate her cares. 

Decided in her plan, she wrote to Lady Elma a 
«hort respectful letter, in which she told her she 
had been so unfortunate as to forfeit Lady Lux-* 
more's confidence, that her ladyship thought she 
was now able to provide for herself; and that she 
was preparing to make the experiment ; she re- 
quested Lady Elma's opinion of what she might un- 
dertake, and the exertion of her interest for licr, as 
speedily as consisted with her other engagements, 

To save herself, if possible, from misinterpreta*- 
tion, she wished Lady Lux more to see her letter ; 
and to shew it her, she went down stairs, and had 
the pleasure of hearing one of the young ladies 
thundering a country-dance on the instrument tliat 
bad been hired for her. In the room where she 
supposed she should find Lady Luxmore, she might 
have taken a lesson of policy ; but her spirit could 
not have profited by it. Miss Fanny Lawless, 
seated on the dining-table, was stroking her lady* 
ship's cheek, and, it might be supposed, swearing 
eternal love. She dismounted on Gertrude's en- 
trance, and looked aukward, if not ashamed ; for 
effrontery, though it resists power, will sometimes 
yield to the powerless : Miss Fanny's was taken by 
surprise, and, as well as herself, unhorsed. 

' I beg 
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* I beg your, ladyship's pardon for intruding, 
said Gertrude : * have you any message to Lady 
Elmar' 

' To Lady Elma, Miss Aubrey ? who's going id 
send to Lady Elma ?' 

* I have been writing to her to inform her of 
my situation/ 

* Your situation* Miss Aubrey. I question 
tvhether she will concern herself much with it/ 
Pray, what has she to do with youP She noticed 
you as being with me; but I am very much 
mistaken if she notices you when you quit me; 
Such people as Lady Elma can't trouble themselves 
about persons that nobody knows : she'd bsve' 
ivork enough on her hands, if she was to find situ* 
ations for all the young ladies that want them. And 
so, I suppose, you have been telling her a fine to^ 
mantic tale of your misfortunes. I dare say you 
have hot said a word of the truth of your situation^ 
as you call it I dare say all the fault's laid upoff 
me. I'm finely set out, I dare say.' 

Her ladyship affected to laugh, as if she kneit 
the uniform practice of the world ; and addressing 
her laugh to Miss Fanny, she was so obliging as 
to continue it. — —Gertrude was unmoved. 

* You must see my letter, Lady Luxmore/ said 
she. 

' O ! yes ; pray let's, sec it.^^I have not got my 
glasses : my dear love, Fanny, read k to me/ 

Gertrude was not unmoved now : indignantly 
she said^ * 1 will not 3peak by an iaterprdjer :--rshe 

took 
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took her letter again, and read it : Miss Fanny' 
all the while peeping, and she^ with the utmost 
height of sentiment, stooping to accommodate 
her. 

' What a beautiful hand you write !* said Miss 
Fanny j * I would give any thing to write so / 
This was not precisely the effect her ladyship in-^ 
tended to pt'oduce* 

* I think, Miss Aubrey,' said she^ gawkily^ ' you 
are taking a very improper step/ 

* It is at my own peril, madam/ she replied. 
' Had you condescended to advise me before you. 
discarded me, I should have been thankful. I 
have but a small choice of friends to whonx I can 

apply*' 

' You must do as you please, Miss Aubrey j 
but were I you, I should go to town : that's the 
place to g€(t a situation ; what Caii you get here r' 

* What means have /, madam, of going to town ? 
— If you turn me out of your house here, where 
am I to go?' 

Nothing is so absurd as the advice of person^ 
of narrow minds, under the inflation of passion. 
Her ladyship could do nothing but pause^ and then 
give Gertrude a pettish permission to do that 
which she would have dohe witliout it : sb6 per^ 
mitted her to * go her pwn way,' and for this rea^ 
son, ' that she had never yet found a young woman 
who wt>uld go her's.' 

Miss Fanny, unable lofiger to restrain her love, 
Ivas. beginning again her coaxing. and stroking; and 

vox. xy« K Misi 
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MiM Atibrey was retiring, wben the fbotmafl 
brought in a tetter, and gave it to her saying — 
* Lord Luxmore's groom brought it, ma'am, and 
required no answer/ 

His Ibrdship in bis hasty parting fi^om his wife, 
had not forgotten her dependent : but he vrisely 
judged it, at that moment, impossible to attempt 
any thing for her advantage which would not prove 
diametrically of an opposite tendency, as that ali- 
ment which is nourishment to the stomach in its 
healthy state, becomes, when it is diseased, its 
dctive poison. When he left Brighton, he resolved 
on his method of being kind ta her ; and he carried 
it irito execution the next morning, before he quit- 
ted the house of a friend on the road, which h# 
had made his inn for the night. 

Disdaining any share in concealment, Gertrude^ 
offered the letter in all its mtegrity to her ladyship^ 
saying * It is from my lord, madam : have the 
goodness to open and read it' 

* Not I, indeed,' replied her protectress : * I 
donH wantf to kiiow atiy thing about him, as long 
zi /HVe; 

Gertrude Birokfe the seal, and read to herself: 

• My dear MiBs Aubrey, 

' In the unpleasant dhniU of yes« 
terday, I fear I seemed guilty of unpardonable 
negligence towards you. I ought, perhaps, to 
have satisfied myself that Lady Luxmore saw every 
tbin^ respecting you^ in a right light, and that 

you 



^ %?^re not likely to suffer for those obliging and 
correct attenlioiis to me^ which^ I shall always be 
Imnid to sity» hav^ xendeied the period since nxy 
accident at lUchmond^ the happiest of my life^ 
isince it is. to them I owe the power and the inclina- 
tion to a course, of conduct that will bear reflect-- 
ing onto my latest breath; 

' I can now only say that, on any occasion where 
I can be of service to you, I shall be happy to be 
Called on, and to obey your commands. I shall 
wish much to hedr from you in ^'detail. I inclose 
you my address : you will hoiidr me by assuring 
me that you consider me as your friend in any in- 
'conyenience you may have incurred by yeur exer- 
tions for me, or you leave very imperfect the peace 
of mind of him, who is, With the highest consider- 
ittion> my dear Miss Aubrey, 

' Yout obliged and 

' Most devoted humble servant, 

' LUXMORE;' 

It was sufficient if the contents of this billet 
Were reported. Silence ensued : Gertrude with- 
drew, to dispatch a messenger to Lady £lma : and 
iiekt, having leisure to re-eonsidej: the treatment re- 
fen|1y bestowed bn her, she incloseld in a cover to 
the countess, the bank-note Lord Luxmore had 
given her, with a few lines, saying she could accept 
dotbing in which his liMrdship had any parl^ after 

K% ' the 
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the unjust reflections cast on her : and in this mode 
of proceeding, as she heard no more on the sub- 
ject, she appeared to have guessed her ladyship's 
ideas of \vhat was proper on the occasion. 



•V' 
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CHAPTER LXXIII. 

A modern Crasus. Female apathy. The outrageous ladietm 
A Uttk more patience. ' Thefrietid arrived. Ourselves our 
tcorst reporters* Difficulty of being ingenuous. Anecdote 

of the marchioness of , The ianguine mother. An 

of erei partnership. Sad dejection. 

The Miss Lawlesses had lost their father early in 
life : their mother had been educated for the East ; 
and there, at a very early age, she had captivated 
the savage heart of Mr. Lawless, a man who had 
spent the best part of his life, and all his consti* 
tution, in atnassing a fortune, by any, and all means, 
with no other view than to live, as he phrased 
it, * like other people f in other words, that he 
might return, too rich to be denied by his purse, the 
enjoyment of any ostentatious folly or low propen- 
sity. Having atchieved this noble enterprise, and 
married, he came home to have the pleasure of 
paying four times what his neighbors paid for 
every article he consumed, to eat plumb- cake for 
breakfast, and to wear by his fire-side a ring worth 
a fortune. 

These refined pleasures, poor man ! he lived 
not long to enjoy ; he 

* knew !!•( bating death^ ' 

when 
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when feasting on the imitations of Hindoostanee 
luxuries : he forgot tiie difference of climate, and 
•sacrificed his life in the pursuit of happiness. He 
left an enormous properfy> divided into a large 
jointure to bis indow, great fortunes to his two 
daughters, subject eniM^ly to her management; 
pxxd an odd half-millioii to a score or two of mon* 
grels, each cbrisbBDed, of called, by twq or three 
fimcyr-names. 

Mrs. Lawless, on this occasion, used no affecr 
tation ; he had been taken ill at his Hooka club, 
whei^ she was disfd^ying her third disimond-neck? 
lace at the opera : be had been brought home ; 
and sh^ being unfortunately engaged to a ball 
after the opera, knew uothii^ of the pircuinstance 
till the malter ni^as settled. Unable to stay in the 
house with a corpse, she went back to the ftien4 
she bad quitted, to beg a Jbed \ and having fetched 
jaway tibe children, and turned in the undertaker, 
she remained is^ith her l^iod friends, till the funeral 
. procession, and ithe footmeq, with her cards of 
thanks, were set put On the following Spnday, 
she exhibited hpr sables ^n Hyde park, as mucU 
gratified when ga^d ajtan the qbe^racter of 4 w^dow^ 
.as when envied in that of an .qn^utal bride: the 
children were her incumbrances ; but as they were 
only four and five years of age, and there are 
places of fcducation where pupils may stand at 
livery the year rpund, they came little ip her way, 
so little, that whenever she found it necessary to 
shew herself to them, half the time of her visit wasi 
spent by their teachers in faking them sensible 



TQS COUNTESS AND GEItTEUDX. 135 

that this was their mama, and in trying nvhether 
they had any idea of what a mama was. 

More effort than this, she could not make : more 
time than this, she^ could not subtract from the 
morbid inanities of her life, from yawning through 
concerts, prating through operas, gaping thrOu^ 
pkys, sauntring through exhibition-rooms, ques- 
tioning through shops, and dreaming through life; 
all which she did with the most perfectly umnoved 
countetiance, treading the round of every folly 
with stoical apathy, yet with Epicurean purpose 
end effect Demure she might have been called 
in any other shape of existence : insipid was the 
distinguishing adjective she attracted to herself; tiU 
that electric spark produced by the collision of 
Cupid's two weapons, perforated her heart, and 
overleaping every consideration that would have 
suggested itself, she, at thirty, boldly declared her 
passion for a pink-and-white boy of seventeen, 
who having submitted to marry her, kept open 
house for the regiment he belonged to, in addition 
to all the many other things he kept with her mor 
ney, and fulfilled so strictly his promise to his 
friends, ' that he would make the old girl's guineas 
spin,' es to make her look about for the means of 
separation before he was of age. By the publica* 
tion of her folly, she obtained a release, and was 
now living, as Mrs. Lawless, on the interest of her 
daughters' fortunes, which she endeavored to make 
them expect, as about half what they were enti« 
tied to : but the truth had beern discovered by a 
captain in the Septs' Grays^ whjgt oiade a visit to 
ji PoctQr%' 
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Doctors' Commons before be made bis bow to the 
elder of the two Miss Lawlesses, who, in consOf* 
quence of the hint, began to be so troublesome to 
their mama, that she had ao modeof managing them, 
but that of letting them manage themselves, and 
eDdeavoring to make them as good-for-nothing as 
herself: her pains had not been thrown away ; for 
in a place certainly more lenient to obtrusive folly 
than encouraging to abstracted wisdpm, the Miss 
Lawlesses were phaenomena; but unfortunately 
not understanding with precision the logical differ- 
ence between being admired and admired at^ they 
snuffed, as the exhalation of tributary incense, the 
fuming indignatioii of all po( as unprincipled as 

themselves. 

In the mixt society of the place, Gertrude had 
found young women of all descriptions: some 
there were who, athirst for admiration^ were yel^ 
when oqt of sight, exemplary : some whose hours 
were, in too great a proportion, consumed in dis- 
sipation, retrieved the loss, as far as they supposed 
possible, by irregular industry ; many who squan- 
dered money in every frivolity, were equally liberal 
where th^ir benevolence was excited; and some 
few there were, who would have preferred wholcr 
some restraint and domestic amusement, to the 
means their mothers tqok to put them off: some 
were shut up with masters all the morning, re^- 
ceiving what appeared a mysterious education, that 
(hey might astonish, . in the ensuing winter ; and 
pthers were harmlessly negligent of every thing j— ? 
^ut tQ no one of the^ classes did the J^is$ Lawt 
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lesses belong. Every thing had been done for 
them that is suggested by the low motives of a 
shewy education ; and they were not wanting in 
the facility of acquirement : they learnt rapidly^ 
and as rapidly lost what they had gained: the tor- 
rent of instruction only served to make the stream 
depart more quickly from its source; and after 
having, for two years, dejected the humble, and ex- 
asperated the envious by the universality of their 
talents, and their ^ great attainments,' they relin- 
quished their pretensions and relieved their minds, 
by trying an easier access to fame; and at Rams- 
gate the preceding year, had been known as pro- 
cessors of manual jokes and finger- tnd zvit : they 
had written anonymous letters which disturbed the 
neighborhood ; they had propagated reports which 
bad embroiled families ; they had sent presents of 
picked bones to the thrifty, and of combs to gentle- 
men whose hair did not please them, looking-glasses 
to the ugly, and spiders and beetles to those afraid 
of reptiles : they had sprinkled their friends' drawers 
and wardrobes with vitriol; they had bribed ser- 
vants to convey a little cut horse-hair into the 
beds of young men who would not dance : they had 
sewed up nightcaps, pasted gloves together, and let 
down the strings of an instrument just tuned to 
concert-pitch : they had recommended the finishing 
a beautiful chalk-drawing with snuff of candle, and 
bad obtained letters of refusal or acceptance of 
overtures which they had forged. With this cele- 
brity they came to Brighton, and made themselves 
(he witnesses of their merits, by leaving their vi- 
siting- 
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sitiiig-tickets inscribed ' The outrageous Miss 
LawlesBes.' But the gay attempt was a little lik^ 
that of laughing on the rack ; for thdr courage had 
been cooled by the necessity of subscribing aa 
apology for some wit more atrocious than ordinary; 
the apology bad got into circulation^ and perhaps, 
bad they not vilified themselves, they might have 
sunk to the level of other pitiable fook^ 

Will it, can it be credited, that with these de- 
cisive indications of character about them, the 
eldest bad once been the object of the tenderest 
passion to a man amiable, worthy, and distin- 
guished ! Yet such was the fact ; and on the re- 
collection of it, we never presume to tell our young 
rantipole friends that they are diminishing their 
chances for getting a lover. In no affair of this life, 
does that blind power, which we more blindly call 
chance, appear to rule with so much despotism aa 
in that of marriage-^the most important concern, 
certainly, of this life ! Old ladies have pretended 

to explfiin this influence by Mrs. B s sensi^ 

ble reply to the question, how she contrived to 
inarry her daughters so well, when she said, * By 
not contriving at all about it ; ' but this, however 
well it may sound, does nothing in the w^y of in-, 
formation, since we know hundreds who never 
contrived ; — but alas ! their daughters ^re neither 
duchesses, marchionesses, countesses, nor even, 
esquires' ladies. — The system of non-contrivance 
is therefore not infallible. 

We have been next referred to the Duchess of 
^ and the gay Mrs. Y-^^~-^, who certainly. 
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if success inoplies skill, may be trusted : they seem 
|p have liyed for no purpose but to cmtrive : the 
one h^ let slip her iittle pack pf female beagles ; 
^and the other has ruddled up her girls' cheeks 
with stupendous effect : but yet of the thousands 
who have, to the best of their abilities, done the 
:Same, not one-hundredth part have met with any 
{Success. We remain puzzled. 

But in the case of IVfiss Lawless, though we 
still must always be astonished that any man in 
his senses could think of her, as to be made his 
by any kind of vow or purchase, something of 
treachery must be laid to the charge of Nature ; 
for few things ever came more finished from her 
plastic hand, than the person of Miss Lawless. 
To the common ^.dvantages of a fine coQiplexioQ, 
fine ^yes, fine hair, just height, and correct prof 
portion, she had added features that would have 
formed the study of aji artist, and a countenance 
the most ingenuous, the most liberal : every limb 
T^as turned in \he finest mould ; every joint was 
the most finished workmanship : purely feminine, 
more agile than robust, living on her animal spirits 
rather than on gross aliments, she seemed to owe 
^er brisk health more to a vivacity that gave no 
access to disease, than to any strength of consti- 
tution ; ai^d had that vivacity been controled or 
jcpntrolable, she might have looked for something 
beyond passion in the admiration she excited ; but 
^Jcittish, Cjapricious, nevejr knowing her own mind, 
and prone to violence and mischief, she carried 
|i})Oyt her; an antidote to her personal fascinations, 

rtrpng 
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Strong enough, except in the instance we hav^ 
hinted at, to save the worthy from being her dupe^ 
The lover whose passion got the better of every 
conviction of his judgment, was a soldier of rank 
and wealth : assiduities had made his way to her at- 
tention;, and as there was every thing to flatter 
her vanity, she suffered him to love her, but with 
such fits of coldness* and perverseness on her part, 
such vicissitudes of affronting offences and depreci- 
ating contumelies, as frequently broke off the in^ 
tercourse. When intolerably ill-treated, he would 
exile himself for two days ; bi)t on the third, he 
would write to her, intreating her to do somiething 
to justify to himself his returning. At length, all 
preliminaries were settled, houses taken and relin-? 
quished in the. hope of pleasing her at last, furni- 
ture prepared apd rejected, and then preferi:ed to 
wliat was offered in its stead : every J^rticle of ex- 
pence, that she saw elsewhere, added to her de-^ 
niands and his compliances; and his patience 
having weathered every thing, the dp,y that was to 
reward him, seemed at hand, when, on a new in- 
sult, his friends interfered, and convincing him 
that he had not the use of his reason, prevailed oa 
him to suffer cooler heads to think for him: he 
made one plunge, extricated himself, and going to 
the continent, sought and found a military grave. 
Miss Lawlesc, nothing daunted or dejected, called 
on her friends to congratulate her on her release^ 
and set out afresh in her career of wondrous folly. 
These girls had bepn objects of Lord Luxipor^'9 
implacable dislike ; and from Gertrude they had 

received 
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received nothing but the most distant civility. 
The countess took them up warmly as ' the best- 
tempered creatures in the world,' arid * only a little 
giddy.' The disesteem in which their mother was 
held, made them gladly shelter themselves under 
Lady LuxmoreV rank ; and they had attained the 
power of flattering her and making her ridiculous, 
with countenances perfectly steady. With Ger- 
trude, they had never presumed to take any liberty: 
if the intention had ever formed itself in their 
minds, her protectress's treatment of her, which 
they had occasionally witnessed, might probably 
have roused a little pity in her defence ; for the 
mischievous are not always cruel ; and it is a bad 
human heart indeed, that does not sometimes in- 
dulge in the weakness of humanity. 

These ladies were to be the substitutes of Ger- 
trude Aubrey ; and the tried integrity of twenty- 
one years, was to yield to the unfavorable experi- 
ence of about as many" days ! By a new arrange- 
ment, of *Mrs, Lawless's suggestion, to accommo- 
date the countess, or spare herself, the young ladies 
were to be Lady Luxmore's guests till she de- 
parted for London, whither the elder was to ac- 
company her. In this visit, which was to be suc- 
ceeded by one from Miss Lucy, they fancied they 
should meet the desideratum of their anxiety, an 
introduction to superior rank; — and not admitting 
into their calculation, any ideas so low as those 
which' the experiment must realise on their ar- 
rival, preparations were making for high life not 
at all suited to the countess's style of living at 

home. 
2 




home* Judging from the earl's share m tfie liberal 
establishment, that her ladyship s must be liberal j 
and from the, propriety which characterised what 
concerned him, that they must meet with wbaj^ 
was proper to persons of distinguished rank, they 
had no doubt of their felicity in this new sc6ife of 
life ; and desirous to enter on it wifiiout eticumr 
brances, Miss Lawless took the first opportunity 
of affronting her Scots Grey, and Miss Lucy re-- 
fused, point blank, the more formal ofifer c^a Mark-' 
lane merchant, who, left heir to immense wealth* 
and yet feeling that be wanted something to set 
him at ease, fancied that a dashing wife would ^ dor 
the business/ and that Miss Lue^ Lawless wasf 
* the girl for his money.' 

At dinner, Gertrude received from her messen^ 
ger to Lady Elma, the disappointing tidings that 
she was absent, and not expected home till ktel 
in the evening. The countess seemed to under* 
stand the message as a confirmation oi her pre^ 
diction ; but Gertrude saw it only as a freiih d^^ 
mand on her patience. An engagement to intro^ 
duce the ^ outrageous ladies' at a miscelkneouar 
party, released her from the countess and her fa- 
vorites in the evening; and as they took Ger- 
trude's place at the toilette, she was at liber^v 
from dinner-time, to ruminate on ber unaseertairied 
destiny. Conceiving it unhandscwfte to intarest 
any one but Lady £lma, while her opinioD waA to 
be sought, she did not make Use of the opportunif/ 
to cingage Miss Le Sage^ of any other person wbo^ 

hadf 
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had shewn her civility^ in her cause ; but hoping 
the next day would afford her some direction for 
proceeding, she endeavored to be tranquil. 

She was in the breakfast-room, the ensuing 
morning, at her usual hour ; but the countess was 
befoi^ her, making a solitary meal ; for the Miss 
Lawlesses, who had promised to rise at any time 
she prescribed, were not yet to be heard bf ; and 
widi all her love for ^ the dear girls,' her ladyship 
preferred the pleasure of mortifying Gertrude to 
that of waiting for them. She looked a little 
doubtful as to her next move, when Gertrude en- 
tered: but she returned her good-morrow, and 
allowed her to fill her cup for herself, and to eat 
the little she could eat, in silence. 

The social meal was not over, when Mr. Mudd's 
carriage with Lady £lma, drove to the doon 
I^dy Luxmore, on seeing it, said, ' I cannot be 
troubled just now. Miss Aubrey, with your vi- 
^sitors : ' — but she had no dioice ; for Lady Elma, 
accustomed tb all the ' entries^' was in the room 
btfore she could be warned off; and taking no 
pains to disgdise her astonishment or her warm 
feelitigs, she began to question the protectress and 
liie prottg6e on the situation of affairs. The for- 
m^ had to tell, that her husband and herself were 
pasted^ she hoped, ^never to meet again :' the latter 
had nothing to add to what she had said by writing, 

Grertrude bad Only to let her ladyship tell her 
own stofy. .She might safely have done as did 
the baker^ whose mad neighbor dispersed handbills 
warning the puhliG not to deal with hkn, because 

his 
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his bread was made up with arsenic ; — she might 
have reprinted and republished the libel ; and in 

r 

proportion to its circulation, would have been the 
diminution of its credit. 

Lord Luxmore had hot been wanting in enabling 
Lady Elma to judge of the dissimilar cotiducf 
of the ladies of his family in his time of need ; 
and though she had, with becoming prudence and 
good-breeding, replied only by such expressions 
as made the perversities of Lady Luxmore hu* 
morous, she did not listen the less attentively* 
Her subsequent opinion she could form for herself; 
for however well we may behave before persons 
whose observation we expect at stated times, and 
are released from at long intervals, every approach 
to domestic familiarity lessens caution. Lady El- 
ma hsid seen the countess at the card-table, and 
had found fresh occasion to remark on the power 
of cards to bring out * the ill-humors:' she had 
witnessed her professions of kindness to a pretty , 
modest lively girl, and the withdrawing of all no- 
tice on the occurrence of an accident which made 
her correct a magnifying mistake of her ladyship*sr 
as to her fortune. She had been at hand when, 
entering the drawing-room, to give orders to her 
milliner, and finding her suddenly taken ill, she 
had retreated in haste, and sent the butler ^ to beg 
the woman to leave the house.' She had witnessed 
in her that mortifiable pride which needs to rise 
many steps higher to be excusable. She had 
watched various attempts to frustrate the inten^ 
tioQs of such as would have been civil to her de-^ 

peodeutr 
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pendant. She had heard Mr. Reynardson shrewdly 
remark that her low cares, and the wanft of mental 
digestion, produced the effect of shewing the move-* 
inenf, not the dial^ of & watch, to tell the hour. Even 
in her Sunday-habits, it was evident that she took 
up religion, or the. profession of it, as a variation of 
amus^mont ; and in sh<]hrt,the countesi^gave herself 
at every .opportunity too.just a character to mis-> 
lead* 

It has bden observed of some unfortunately tem- 
pered acquaintance, that nine days is the utmost 
period Of tensioii to which they can stretch their 
scanty mantle of assumed civility ; if Lady Lux- 
morels had lasted beyond this timey it was because 
the contact was not tiie closest possible, or because 
she thought helrself a gaiiier in reputation by the 
jntimacy. 

•To be perfectly irigehtiouS, even ih things, ut*^ 
terly without importance?, or any probable conse- 
queiice, expferi«ic?e shews to be a task beyond the 
power of many^ * Any thiftfg but the truth/ though 
the truth b^, in every way, a preferable resource, 
seems the axiom of the multitude. There are sug- 
gestions of cunning atnd selfishness always at hand 
'to delude us ; and the- reason for an action, is nine 
times in ten, particularly by womert, fabricated 
after it is called for*. The bad chronology, in 

which 

' ^ A lady bf higK rank asked her neighbor in the country, 
'wfiy the drnatmental pieces of water in their pleasure-grounds 
'looked- do differently. * Your's/ said the marchioness, 
« always looks clean and transparent j mine* is always 
^OL. IV. h muddy, 
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which this involves us, is ludicrous, H we caa male 
sport pot <i£ the moral delinqueiicy of a ^ow* 
creature. But in the present instanee, it pould «€K 
be expected that Lady Luxmore should tell tiia 
truth :— -^not even Gertrude's presence to coofiroat 
iier, coulc) give her the rpower ^ being honest :---rsho 
talked oSa lUtk tiff betweem tkem^^ her h^kig f^ 
(j^c—oi her neacr hamng dmgntd to k&fi Iter 
longer — and of young people seeing the world. 

Lady Elma could discern truth through a nust^ 
and ii> the nK)nologue of the cpuateasi she had all 
the information necessary to acquit her youn^ 
friend. Too well bred to censurei and too judici* 
#us to embroil herself by an attempt to recondle Ite 
oppressor to the <^ppr«s8ed, sfaeaifected to fw^ ob- 
%ed to Liidy Luic^iore for giving up Oei^de; 
and considering her dismission as settled^ sbo 
pressed her ffrseturtn with her to Mr. Mudd's. As 
this was a sifip not ^mmediatefy to be reooli^ed c^ . 
Lady £lma invited her to waik with her to bar 
dwelling in Bqg^too ; «Dd to this she^saeote^. 

In their way, JjA^y EUpa called op Lady W* 
veney^^diO} 0|i hearing that Miss Aubrey^ noiw bo» 

i^g 9^ ag^ ^^^^ ^ liberty, pressed her to Qpoadi 
wiUi her, the period pf Lady Carolme's absoice witki 
$ir PfaiHp and Lady Paak. " I tbio^' 4wid tbr 



muddy, aod covered with a green scum.' ' Your trees haag 
over it/ said the questioned neighbor, ' our's hat no trees 
near it, but is quite exposed to the sun and air.' The mar* 
chioness called her gardener, ' Here,' said she, * Lady i ■ ■ 
has 'told me why the water looks so foul; aha says it i$, 
all your laziness.' 

good 
S 



||ood lady^ * we shall have another bustle aooii id 
my houtie ; for Caroline ^cvrites iki^ word that they 
are withm two miles of the pkce where Lord Port*« 
argis is quartered ; aiid I heai^ be is very attentive 
to her/ * Nonsense^ my dear Lady Wsveney/ said 
Lady EliHa ; ' you ttre always fitncy tng schemes for 
yoiir dangers ; — people tell yon these things id 
please and amildeTou ; but I can assure yoo, P<Ht^ 
argis has no such idetti I htkd a lettet froiB hin| 
onfy yesterday, in whieh I am sure he told tne 
the wholie state of his heart ;-~don't belieV^ any such 
donsense^ 1 beseeeh you : it ean end in nothing but 
disappicithtment' 

' Why siire-i Lady &lni< refflled this initabkl 
care-wbm oodntess, I inay ^peak of my otrh cobp^ 
terns i^ji^vt say I an alwa^ fiiiiitying : I wonder 
ycni can thxhk so ; for Ttn iiure I knew notlni% o^ 
Jjtiiy Paola'^ attaadimeift te Sir iPhiHp ; and if MXif 
body had Mid me of it, I wooid liot hftvb believ«l 
it' 

III Uiis pt^obiHK^^ Lriy j^aia M& ncU tt ttl ; tadL 
Vbe^ ^bte Isating the bousfe, when Mr§> ManiiEnoii) 
Miohad juattefti^ fttmi Mr. lUyti^ 
AtAlK^ wtt about to leave her sitttttdot^ eime bk 
t)uest of hidr, to diake her the obli^ng offer of a tori 
isf .paAnershit^fbr a few moaih^ iot which Gner^^ 
Inid<i4 conlribiAiii^ iialf of every expenct^ w(as to^ 
bnableMiS. Mammoh to seek a little new pleantri^ 
tkodr^lHi «way from her bonk ilnd herself, if (tossibte 
.'iJovie^' itid sbe, ' my dearyouhglady, to hav^ etery 
tyag aetiiod^ luhd dt)wn<in bfaaKHcittdl white; so I Ifmi 
JKat-drawa otat a little pkn :>^we ttvetogethet, yMt 

JL 3 understand 
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understand, me ; but each of us has our separate 
bed-room, and our own maid separate on board 
wages. Tea and rolls for breakfast, one roll each : 
r— dinner, one day a chicken, the next, two pounds 
of mutton chops ; perhaps a pound and half may 
do, if you are no great eater ; — then tea, and perhaps 
an egg a-piece for suppet :— it will all come, I dare 
say, within a guinea arid half a week each, and we 
can beirery comfortable.— Such an offer did not 
suit Gertrude's inclination at all more than her 
purse; and:it was, with very little of acknowledg- 
ment, declined for her > by Lady Elma. 

However encouraging the report of Mr. Mudd's 
kind interest for her, Gertrude could not prevdl oh 
herself to claim the hospitality of his family on such 
slight acquaintance*; nor could she accept Lady 
Elma's offer to withdraw herself from her friends^ 
while her affairs remained in a state of indecisionl 
Dn her ladyship's part, therefore tiieir conversation 
ended in useful advice and assurances of service, 
and on' Gertrude's, in a promise that on Lady Lux- 
more's quitting the: house, her protegee would, if not 
otherwise provided with a home, waive all, scruples 
and ask* a' shelter, under her introduction to Mr. 
Mudd'sfamily.- 

- Returning honxe in sad dejection, after having 
seen Lady £lma^ depart,-^hating the sight of the' 
Ijouse, and most . particularly, every thing in it 
which; before,, had oontributed to her pleasures, she 
found herself within hearing of all the commotion 
necessarily preceding the enjoyment of the ball for 
the evening, to which- the Miss Lawlesses had pre- 
vailed 
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vailed on the countess, in spite of much indisposi^- 
tion and many reasonable objections, to chaperon ' 
them : the intercourse with their own dwelling was 
that of a neighborhood in an alarm of fire ; but in* 
temally all was, with them, delight as well as hurry* 
Gertrude offered her services to Lady Luxmore ; 
but they being stifQy refused, she retired to her own 
chamber, as the only privileged place, to begin writ- 
ing to Mr. Sydenham on the subject of her dis- 
tresses tind her views, with a hope of interesting 
him in that which lay very near her heart, the en- 
quiry for her mother ; but the attempt was nearly 
all she could make ; and overpowered by the awful 
prospect of a desert world before her, she laid down 
b^r pen^ io/tears. 



CUAP. 
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$^ti9gkm$fram the hall* -^ severe coUf. Situations qfereis 
Ai st€ji%ma^ief asUk ste^^dmigAtet. TttfMisqtme gws^^i, 

, 4$tef^ipn, iif^^ s^knw4. Suk^e^. 9h4P¥K!t* SbmUktwL, 

• letter pri^cee4in^s^ F^'eihaughl reu mm fi^dei. A mmam 

fever.. The energy of jfrietufsMp, Contrasted aftentiotkSj^ 

Gratitude. Genuine anecdote^ of charity, Trave(Upg ar-. 

rm^gfrnen^s* 

TkHMi Mact dfty.tt xK>o% a difierent aoit^f bustle m^ 
sued : the party had come home very b^te^ from ftbe 
ball, as ^ the outrageous ladies' would not give un 
the joys of a baukmiger at sim*rise ; an^ ^^ 
of Lady Luxmore's coachman ha 
haustedt be bad retreated to a publii .^ud^, where 
be had soon rendered himself unfit for the station 
he occupied ; and her ladyship, in a ipistlii^g mom* 
ing and dress- shoes, bad been prevailed qq by the 
hardihood of her companions, to venture home on 
foot : the consequence wf^ what may be guessed ; 
tsbe was completely ill. 

Finding herself unc^ble to rise, and perhaps 
ashamed to apply to the assistance she bad often 
ungraciously refused, sb^ had sent for the nympha 
to her bed-side. They were not -awake : she or- . 
dered them to be roused : they declined rising. 
Gertrude heard the situation of the countess, and 
immediately sent a request to be admitted : it was 

The 



J 
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The young latHes at length got up ; and having 
ordered their breakfast in their own apartment, that 
tbtir having risen might be a secret till they chose 
to appear, they spent an hour over the tea-table, 
talking of ^ Ac dear feUbws' and * the odious wo- 
men* of the preceding evenrog^ and then found ler* 
sure to see their patroness. They went to her 
ehambar ; and in the hope of making them useful, 
her ladyship was inclined to forget that they had 
not come at her first bidding ; but tiie scene did not 
suit^tfaem ;'and making a pretence of enquiring, for 
a moment; after their mother, fliey consulted their 
health, and went'otit to walk, in hopes, either of 
getting rid of their fatigue, or of meeting some of 
(heir partners in it 

In a short time, tiie apothecary came ; and find- 
ing his patient soriously ill with an. increasing in- 
firaftmation oa ber lungs, be wished- to leave diree^ 
tions with Miss Aubrey, of whose attention he had 
htA experience; but Lady Luxmore, not yet 
taught by suffering to be wise or ingenuous^ pre- 
duded herself from any advantage she might have 
drained from her care, by saying she was engaged : 
her ladysbipF was therefore committed to the consci- 
entious guardianship of her maid, wlio tsook the far- 
vorable opportunity, while sitting by her bedside, to 
beg she would provide herself .with a servant, as no 
one could live in the house with the Miss Lawlesses. 

MrSi Mammon once informed of Gertrude s si- 
tuation, the common-cryer could not have served 
her better in publishing it; and in the course of 

the 
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jthe mornipg, she had calls from several persons 
in want either df a companion for themselves, or 
a governess for chjldren. Neither rejecting nor 
accepting, >vherever the preaiy did pot break pfF, she 
begged time Jo copsult J-ady Lu^mpre ; and by 
this ostensible reference, rpmoyed those expresr 
sions pf pity for her, and censure on the copntessi 
^hich would haye jiva^led jthe pni& as little as the 
pther. 

There was so little, in any of these visits, of 
consideratipn for the sore state of her mind, that, 
howeyer disposejd she was to conquer every feeling 
pf pride, .3he could npt but perceive shehad an 
prdeal to go through \n her way to a painful de-r 
pendence : point-blank questions respecting ability, 
which modesty could not answier satisfactprily, were 
^succeeded by pecuniary discussions, and bints that 
those who want put into the world inexperienced, 
must be content with small remyner^tion. Jn one 
ktstance, the applicant deplpr^d her pwp uncpm^ 
jmon ill-fortune in the education pf her di^ughten 
She h^d but ppe, and she wapted ■ nothing partir 
fiular' in q. gpverness— she had had threp in a year 
—one was top refinpd — another top sparse- — and 
the third ha^tieen i][)istakeq for mistress of the 
)^)Ouse. — * Whppver caipt tp her, piust be content 
to live entirely in the schppl-room— they must 
not expect ever to be asked into the drawing-roono, 
or to take tea or wine/ The salary was liberal, or 
the ladys case naust have been desperate every 
T/here, 
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A gentleman came : he had lost his wife — he was 
jfi plain honest-looking personage, aear sixty, if his 
lines told true: he wanted ^ nothing but French and 
good humor* ; and for this he would pay thirty 
pounds a year ; but whoever he took ^ must look a. 
little after his comfort, and play a little backgam- 
mon, when his Sally was gone to bed.' 

Next came a beiEiutiful young woman, with every 
Appendage of wealth and elegance. She brought 
in ope band a lovely iittle girl, and in the other a 
very small volume, which she introduced in the . 
course of her enquiries, as a publication owing its 
origin to jthe lady who had educated her, and for 
which she professed to have the highest respect 
■ It is to this book,' said she, ^ that I owe every 
thing. I always got the prize in our society, for 
English ; jand I learpt it all from thi3 little dear 
book. I pannot let any body come into my family, 
who will npt promise to teach by it ' 

' Will you allow me, madam, to look at it ?' said 
Gertrude respectfully. 

The child wa$ made the bearer, and Gertrude 
became rapidly enlighteqed ; for in the first page 
she learqt tb^t ^ Etymplogy treats of the different 
sorts of words, or parts of speech, and their deriva- 
tion and variation.' ^ Syntax,' she was informed, 
' instructs us how to join words in a sentence ;' and 
^ Prosody teaches the rules of pronunciation and 
versifiqation.^ Turning over, she found an excellent 
hint for detecting a verb by prefixing ^o to it ; but 
happening to read this line aloud, with a view to 
|(i)ow whether this rule met the lady's concurrence, 

th? 
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the child called out * two^oes^ mama ;* and it was 
hardly possible to proceeds The lady, however, 
would not* desert' the cause she bad espoused^; she 
brought many cases in point; and Gertrude listen* 
cdi with good^mannerSy if not with complacence : 
Imt thou^ the lady bati much the advantage olher 
in facility of speech, and there was, on the part of 
her auditor;, very little disposition to cavil, prin-^ 
ciples: could not be abandoned, and com* 
Bum^sense was not to be lightly renounced; Half 
an hour's conversation therefore ended in Ger- 
trude s saying modestly, ^ I am afraid, madam, I 
should. have to learn my own language again^ be^ 
loare I could teach it on tiiis plan^* 

* Vei-y possibly,' saidthe visitiNr ; ' it is not every 
body tlmt have turned their mind to these things ; 
but I cannot give ^p the point ; I was with tlie 
dear woman five years, and I married in liiree 
months after I left her ; and I am sure it was a 
letter of mine that made Mr. — ^ make bis pro- 
posals. He did not know me the least, at the time; 
but he saw the letter, and asked my aunt who 
wrote it, and when she said it was me, he said, theo 
that woman shall be my wife ; and so I was ; and 
we iiave every thing in the first style. Come, 
poppet, take the book. — Good m<»Tiing — I wish 
we could have suited ; but I cannot give up the 
grammar.' 

Much more that was consoling and encouraging, 
was contained in the following letter from Miss Le 



Sage. 



'My 
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. • My dear madam, 
* What can you think of me, if I say, that I n©- 
rev was so happy as since I have heard that you are 
f ti a state of anxiety ? My mother says, I have cer- 
jtainly prevailed on Lady Iliuxmore to give you up 
« — so ardently and so hopelessly have I prayed she 
vould doso! but, indea^y I am innocent in all but 
iny wishes* 

^ I am so delighted, that I cian hardly explain 
pay^elf— yet I am so impatient for your decision, 
^at I must be brief . My good mother commis- 
sions m^ to mvite you, on the terms of a younger 
cfiau^ter, to reside with us, in^le we can make you 
happy. J would accept you as a younger sister; 
but th^t I feel your superiority, and wish your 
years excused n?^. You are not to forego any of 
your pursmts — an independence, even of ourselves, 
liwaits you ; and all we can do, and more than all, 
you will merit, if you will assist me in rocking the 
fcraitte of my dear mother^s declining age, and di- 
minkhithe anxiety I feel in thinking she has only 
my precarious life to depend on, for those cares 
which her years demand, and her sweet temper 
makes it an agreeable task to offer her. 

^ If you can aiTang^ the matter to your satis&c* 
(ion, lose not an instant, I beseech you, as we are 
going fcQm this place shortly, to our home in Hert- 
fordshire ; and wp mUst have you so completely 
idomeslicated with us, as to enjoy our return 
(hither. 

^ Your's in all sincerity, 

* Constance Le Sage.' 

Kindness, 
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Kindness, such as tbis» could not be received too 
gratefully. Gertrude acknowledged it ip writing, 
promised a speedy decision, and felt cheareri. She 
could not bring herself to accept excessive obliga- 
tion ; but she hoped she might be able to earn 
whatever was necessary to her comfort and her 
purpose; and what she had seen of Mrs. and Miss 
Le Sage, recommended them to her as persons 
from whom she qpuld receive whatever favors she 
merited, without abject humiliation. 

These ladies aflfprded an e^^ample which we ar« 
dently desire to see followed. They were in the re- 
lation to each other, of step-mother and step-daugh- 
ter; and never had any of the proverbial evil of a 
parent's second marriage, interrupted their affec- 
tion, or disturbed their peace ; yet Mrs. L^ Sage 
came into the situation, when the young lady was 
more than twelve years old. ^ I should have been 
dead long ago,' would Miss Le Sage say, ^ if my 
father had not married a second time, I was in- 
dulged to excess by him and his servants ; and I 
fear much of the ill-health I have experienced, had 
its foundation in suppers of wilcj-fpwl, apd dinners 
of still worse things, which my new mother kindly 
took away, with teniderness on her part fiad convic- 
tion on mine.' 

* I always wished,' said the old lady, * that it 
might be my lot to marry a widower with a child* 
I had seen so much of the idle misery of a young 
friend of mine, during the first year of her marriagp, 
when she had every thing in too complete order to 
find employment for her hands^ and was shakeq 

out 
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0at of her former habits, and not settled in her 
new ones, that 1 wished for a ready-made family ; 
and had Mr, Le Sage had ten children, it would 
have been no objection to me. I saw it was very 
possible to win the good opinion of children, and 
that it must be my own fault if I did not command 
respect; and having generally observed justice re- 
turned with justice from children and servants, un- 
less ther^ is some imprudence on our part, on this 
principle, not roughly enforced, I proceeded with 
my ready-made- daughter. Thank God! it has 
produced the pteasantest effects : we have always 
lived as friends ; and I trust there is no danger 
now of our living'otherwise/ 
J In another way, ^vas a useful example to be de- 
rived from one of these ladies-- Miss Le Sage had 
been, till sixteen, distinguished for the beauty of 
her faCe, and the symmetry of her person. It 
had been supposed that she had had tlie small-pox 
te her cradle, and conseqwehtly no caution had 
been used ; she caught it in its worst species, owed 
her life to one of those great exertions in medicine, 



when a physician has said, * At least you shall die 
of the remedy rather than of the disease,' and rose 
from her bed, cruelly disfigured and debilitated. 
No care could prevent deformity : her tall slender 
figure bowed under its own weight, and bent even 
in a supiile posture ; and when recovered, the 
exchange of admiration for pity, was the best slie 
had to hope. 

Mrs. Le Sage took every charitable and judicious 
care ta foitify the young woman's mind against the 

effect 
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effect of this alteration i she had beM^ since be# 
fetber's second marrkge, taiigbt the value of ber 
kitdlocta and their use, and was beginning to fier- 
ceive that what was most lasting^ if good in ftselfy 
must be most worth attamment Dancing had m 
Jittle given way to occupations enjoyed with lessr 
fetigue and distraction ; and the proper, the deco^ 
roiis^ the booming) had been ideas introduced at 
her toilette ; but to be content, to be bumble under 
the aiBicting hand of Providence, to be thankftil 
for her escape from ^e grav^, aa it lengthened thef 
period in which she m^bt acquire the otil^ fhvor 
worth possessing, were now the subjects^ hei* 
step-mother's mild exhortalions ; and they iwet^ 
not given to the winds. The temper of Miss Le* 
Sage was unhurt; atid excusable in avoiding situ« 
attons of puUic gaze, she was meritorious in every 
situation in wluch she chose to appear : hto- attea^ 
tiea was daily weaned from ibereelf J^y her molhei-'tf 
direction q( it to objects that could not bat gratify 
ber best fiedkigs j and if she lost flatterers she gaia^ 
ad friends. 

As she advanced in life, she was quoted for ant 
agreeableness of mannas more than at<H)jng far 
the accident to her person : she had powers to ob-k 
tertain and to assist r she was uiiobtrusive antf 
unprejudiced : in her di«ss eftie was liberal ; 4bii4 
confining her taste to that which suited ber, sJsie watf 
remarkable for neatness and propriety. And eifesi 
in aiming at these points, she enjoyed aia admira- 
ble degree of sdf-possession, for we ha^ seen her 
with a ewer of cream poured over a new and boau-% 

tifol 
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tifal silk dress, wliea she ha^, neither in word, hok 
or manner, shewn any ferther concern than fix* iiie 
person who had the mortification to do the mis* 
cliief. 

Recovered good health may be supposed to have 
gone far in the preservation of her cbeadulness ; 
but it was not her portion : the most irritating dis«> 
position to fever, seemed ready to excuse any irrir 
tability of temper; but if this effect was produced 
%m her feelings^ it was entirely confined to them, 
aeitber Mrs. Le Sage, nor servants, nor tradesmen, 
nor friends, knew when Miss Le Sage's coi^titutional 
Sufferings made it difficult to be pleased. 

This justice rendered to an exemplary woman^ 
w^e now return to Lady Luxmore, who soon aftqr 
Oertrude had dismissed Miss Le Sage's servant 
sent to Miss Aubrey desiring to see her. 

She ^obeyed instantly. Her ladyship appeared 
in a miserable state of ilhibss ; and her maid was 
jta^diog by her, advising her not to talk : advice 
jhe seemed too much irritated to take. She desired 
,to know what all that coming and gpii^ was,, and 
s«fires^ited Ibe servants as having complained of 
add^Uioaal trouble gifven by Miss Aubrey. 

TbeJi/& de cbambrCj soon corrected this error: 
abe domed, with little ceremony, her having named 
Mifs Aubrey : itiras the Miss Lswlesses that wteria 
to be eomplained of; th^ i^ere in and out, inces* 
sandy, in boots which were to be taken cS, and 
driedy and cleaned and put on a^iain as olt^ s^ 
they pleased; they brought in dirty dog^ and gemle- 
aen : they had sometbing to eat every hour : they 

called 
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called the footman to stir the fire, and went into 
the kitchen to the torment of the cook; in shorty 
the catalogue of their sins was growing enormous^ 
when Gertrude dismist the reciter, and took her 
place in the chamber* 

It was now near five o'clock, and a message wa^ 
brought to the countess, who, since Lord Luxmore's 
departure, had resumed the superintendencleof the 
larder, desiring to know what the family were to 
have for dinner: she, in a passion of coughing, would 
give no orders. Miss Lawless came to learn th6 
truth of the report of a fast ; and, to her great 
offence, being answered shortly and sent away^ 
she revenged herself by inviting her sister to ac* 
company her in a frolic of eating in the pantry, 
and disfiguring what they could not dispose of. 
Gertrude went dinnerless,and was unconscidus of 'it. 
The apothecary came again. Lady. Luxmbre's 
draught, of which Gertrude had never heard, 
had not been given her ; it was not even 
brought up to the chamber: she had had, be^ 
fore she called Miss Aubrey, by the advice of 
'Keir maid, some strong wine and water ' Jo relieve 
her breathing.' The medical man was enraged-; 
he concealed neither his opinion of the countess's 
dangerj or of the misconduct of her servants: he 
asked Miss Aubrey to take his directions, ^nd see 
them executed ; and he ordered that some one, 
who would not neglect the patient, should sit up 
with her. Gertrude thought she could guess who 
this personage must be. 

But Lady Luxmore's spirit clid not yet bow:- slic 

requested the presence of Miss Lawless, who was 

5 fetched 
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fetched from her mother s, for the interview. The 
countess took her hand : the youiig lady riot liking 
the feverish feel, withdrew it : her ladyship told 
her, in plaintive accents, how very very ill she was, 
and hinted in a very intelligible way, the want of 
some one to sit up with her. * Well,* replied her favo- 
rite, ^ I hope you will not trust to me, Lady Lux- 
more, or my sister; for we are both shocking nurses/ 

This was too * outrageous* to be tolerated, even 
in *the outrageous Miss Lawlesses:' — precluded 
from all forgiveness, they quitted a scene so little 
consentaneous with their opinions and their views ; 
and when Gertrude returned, after a few minutes* 
absence, contrived to give the nymphs fair play. 
Lady Luxmore, in tears, put out her burning 
hand, and said, * Forgive me, Gatty ; I was wrong ; 
stay with me. I believe I shall never recover this/ 

Let those who know the agoily of seeing the 
abasement of a fellow-creaturp, judge of Gerttude's 
feelings and her deportment Solicitous, but un- 
ostentatious^ more earnest to reconcile Lady Lux- 
more to herself, than to obtain her favor, she pro- 
mised her utmost caire, and recommended silence 
and quiet. She had had the disease herself, though 
not in the same violent degree ; and she felt thank* 
ful for her experience : she recollected what had 
afforded her relief: she could make the pleasantest 
beverage : she could recommend what she offered, 
by the neatness with which it was presented to the 
eye : she could compound saline draughts in the 
quickest effervescence; and she could, by her 
height, her unencumbered frame, and her long 
limbs, alleviate the ennui of the sufferer. 
« VOL. IV, M The 
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The physician who bad attended the eart in his 
illness, came in tlie evening ; and Lady Xuxmor^ 
condescended to assure him that Miss Aubrey 
would take every care of her : ' she had been very 
good and kind ;' and ^ she did not know what she 
should have done without her ;' ' she really believed 
she should have, been lost.' • 

* I always,' said Dr. ^ impress on elegant 

young women, the importance of their conduct in a 
sick-room. I am an old fellow, and carry a little 
of * the shop' about me ; but I cannot help thinking 
that to new place a pillow, to smooth the wearying 
bed, to give the refreshment of a changed air, and 
to offer images of hope and comfort, are some of the 
exertions of humanity that best pay our feelings* 
I do not like its bemg supposed that, in a sick-room, 
all useful abilities are reduced to muscular strength ; 
the well-traji^ied mind and the accomplished wo- 
man are as distinguishable there, as in the draw* 
ing-room ; and my professional experience make^ 
rae value them, I own in the one place, far more 
than in the other. 

Gertrude's care relaxed not during the nighty 
and she had the pleasure of seeing it accepted very 
kindly. The countess's cough having abated, and 
the pungent liveliness of a tenacious remedy hav- 
ing ceased, she was relieved.; and requiring firsjk 
the assurance that she should not be left to her 
servants, pr the Miss Lawlesses, she fell ctsleep^ 
Gertrude stiil watching her. 

A great revolution, had been brought about in a 
few hours; but without the smallest alteration of 
principles or motives. Whether we travel east oj* 

. ^est^ 
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^est, our identity is unchanged ; and Lady Lux- 
.more in rejecting and accepting assistance, was still 
Lady Luxmore, considering only that which best ac- 
corded with the sentiment of the moment She 
shewed this, in the course of four days, during which 
Gertrude was her sole nurse. She would not take 
any medicine but from her hand ; she would be 
assisted by no one but herself; she would not allow 
her to quit the room to lie down, or even for the re- 
freshment of changing her dress. To all the hints of 
the physician and apothecary, that she would wear 
out her attendant, she replied only that she must 
die, if any one else came near her; and Gertrude 
wasobliged to accept the compliment, and to deny 
every feeling of fatigue : she could have said that 
the novelty of kind acceptance made it less oppres*^ 
sive ; but she only, in general terms, exprest herself 
happy that she could be useful *. 

* It was tiie advice of the great Sir Matthew Hale to 
* educate the old man betimes ;' and devoutly do we wish 
to see a little of this foresight in other points of prepa- 
ration, if there is the smallest danger of our behaving ill 
for want of pre^nous tkought. If we are of an impatient, 
querulous, or selfish disposition, by nature, it would per* 
liaps be advantageous to ask ourselves, in the days of health 
and happiness, how we ought to conduct ourselves in sick* 
iiess and dejection. The idea is suggested to us by having 
seen instances, similar to that of Lady Luxmore, where, un- 
der the appearance of a flattering preference, a friend or 
relative has been nearly worn to the grave, by the refusal of 
a 'Sick girl or boy to take any medicine, or to accept any ser- 
vice from more than the one favored being : it is a compli- 
ment &o specious, but so selfish, that we recommend every 
one to discourage the offer of it. ' 

m2 At 
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At the end of a week^ the countess quitted hef 
room with caution; but it was not till she was 
farther advanced towards health, that Gertrude 
made her acquainted with the overtures she had 
received, and requested her decision on the point 
of their separation. Lady Elma had been informed 
of all that passed, and Miss Le Sage's proposal met 
her wishes : she urged her young friend to close 
with it immediately, and hinted that she could not 
leave Lady Luxmore in any difficulty she did not 
deserve ; but Gertrude, though little differing from 
her in opinion, chearfully gave up every prospect 
of change, and sheltered herself from the chance of 
more intolerable novelties, by replying to Lady 
Luxmore's confession that she did not wish to part, 
in terms expressive of similar feeling. 
. By her illness, Lady Luxmore was engaged to 
retain her abode somewhat longer, and as she re- 
covered,' Gertrude's hours passed not unpleasantly. 
Mr. Sydenham and Mrs. Brett had written to her, 
and, without asking permission, she continued the 
intercourse with them. Mrs. and Miss Le Sage, 
for her sake, drew into closer intimacy with the 
countess; and though the set of former visitors 
had departed, there remained others who more 
than supplied their places. The Lawlesses had 
retired, in a halo of univers^tl contempt; and Ger- 
trude had no competitor for the favor of her pro- 
tectress. Lady Elma was steady in her friendship ; 
and professing her high opinion of Gertrude's 
fexertions, and almost threatening to remove her if 
they Were not acknowledged, she procured for hey 

the 
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the continued attendance of her masters. I/)rd- 
Luxmore was at his seat; and though not named 
in any way that could offend, in the letters from the 
rectory-house, Gertrude could discern much of 
his intentional kindness towards her ; but in her 
wish to search for her mother, she met no encou- 
ragement from any one. Portar^is was in the west, 
and corresponded with Lady Elma, through whom 
his movements, but nothing more than his move- 
ments, reached the ladies. 

The day was fixed for the return to London • 
and Gertrude had before her, the prospect of a 
winter to be passed with Lady Luxmore, in which 
she must, more than ever, feel the loss of Mr. Ster-^ 
ling, when, in preparing for the remove, she felt 
that, in her confidence in her own health, she was 
mistaken, and tliat she had not gone through the 
fatigue consequent on the countess's illness, witW 
&e impunity of which she had boasted. A sudden 
disgust to her food was followed by head-ache and 
a feverish night ; and at the time when she was to 
have left Brighton, it became a question whether 
she would not lay her bones there. 

On the first news of her illness, Lady Elma left 
her friends, and returned to Brighton. Mr. Mudd's 
etection was carried, but ungraced by her presence; 
and almost lost to her recollection in her present 
interest ; fgr Lady Elma, when herself, was al-^ 
ways correct in the perspective of her moral duties; 
they occupied or relinquished the foreground, ac- 
cording to their just magnitude; and she was sen* 
sible that her fi^d of usefulness^ though not osten^^ 

sibly 
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sibly the field of glory, was her young friend's 
chamber. Nothing was ever needed to keep ia 
perfect repair, the merits of Lady Elma, but the 
absence of the men, and that occupation of mind, 
which should prevent h^r from relaxing into the 
paltry solicitude de se faire aimable ; and as the 
world is in general, to do it justice, tolerably fertile 
in wants and misery, her ladyship was, in the 
course of things, during the greater part of eight 
months of tlie year, a model of goodness. Fvom 
the beginning of March to the end of June, she 
was, if in London, less a faultless archetype ; but 
as the worst that could be scraped together by 
those who despaired of sharing her distinctions, 
amounted only to a small quantity of human foible, 
it would have been rank iniquity had she not pass- 
ed for a very, and a very uncommp^ly, charming 
woman. 

Her friendship, in the present instance, did her 
credit, and her manner of proving it did her honor, 
when, quitting that scene in which she reigned lady* 
paramount, and was on the point of receiving the 
reward of her exertions, she seated herself by tbet 
sick-bed of the insensible Gatty Aubrey, and re- 
moving her own bed into the room, she never Icfl^ 
her but to pay those attentions to the countess, 
which she knew it would please the suffering gir\ 
to find had not been omitted* 

« 

Far different was the interest expressed for Lady 
Luxmore's dependent from that which she had 
herself excited : the servants grudged no labor : 
she who bad;^ at the most distressing time, declared 
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her intolerance, now offered every service in her 
power. To abate the noise of the carriages on the 
hard road/ some one in the night, unasked and un- 
requited, threw a large quantity of straw before 
the house : the knocker of the countesses house- 
door, and those of the adjoining houses were muf- 
fled by the neighbors: — a poor woman for whom 
Gertrude had once written a petition on the robbery 
of her shop by a set of merry gentlemen, brought 
the first oranges that were seen; another, for 
whose basket of ingenious temptations, she had 
worked in spare minutes, offered smuggled tama- 
rinds ; and a little boy whom she had been teaching * 
to write, came to ask if he might not go on errands 
for the lady. Gertrude's charities could be neither 
great in quantity, nor extensive in circuit, but her 
fingers often were substituted for her purse ; and 
she found, that by a little labor, she could some- 
times do good more than commensurate with her 
pecuniary means. She had entered sufficiently into 
the question of relieving the wants of the poor, to 
see that money without discretion would do some- 
thing very unlike good, and that discretion without 
money would now and then succeed better. She, 
therefore, did what was in her power, with alacrity 

and seriousness, neither professing with lady 

that she had ^ no acquaintance with the poor,' nor 

with Miss that * the -romance of a cottage' 

was her delight *. 

Mr. 

♦ Wft purposely omit all discussion, even by insinuation, 
pf the popular subject of charity, and that, aot because it 

is 
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Mr. Mudd's family were wanting in no atteni* 
lions that their ample means could furnish for 

Gertrude's 

is not of the utmost importance in our estimationy but be^ 
cause we do not presume to dictate tp a spirit that certainly 
is fairly excited amongst all young persons educated with 
any pretensiops. We are no friends to the picturesque of 
duty : the command of God is to be obeyed, whether in 
bomely or elegant exertions; and we have so much respect 
for the Gospel, as to think it will make its way without dt^ 
poration. But in this forbearance we pannot include that 
froqi assisting by example. It will be felt by all, that the 
greatest of all charity consists in self-denial for the good of 
others, and as the importance of things must be estimated 
by circumstances, we may. suppose that pious renuncia^ 
tions made in the age allowed to folly, have a peculiar merit* 
pur readers, therefore, will share our feelings in receiving 
^ morning. visit from a very lively girl of sixteen, whom w§ 
had parted from in all the gaiety of the preceding evening's 
ball, and who now came to discuss the accumulated sorrows 
of a family, where a bad father had left a sick wife with se. 
yeral children to stand all the horror of a{i execution, which 
swept away from her every necessary of life, save a wine- 
glass, in which she was, at the nioment, going to take medi- 
cine, and which the officers insultingly left her. Our sym- 
pathising Mary told the tale with convulsed fes^tures ; yet 
it was followed by a smile of corofprt wh§n, as if to abate 
our feelings, she added, that a^ present they could not starve, 
as she had been able to supply them. ' I recollected,' said 
she, ' the ornaments for my neck and head, which I had 
bespoken last week. I have sent to countermand them : so 
the money is at liberty for this better purpose/ We make 
lio comment ; but proceed to record without embellishmenty 
btit ^s nearly as possible in the words of the narrator, a sim- 
ple fact, one of those which, in the contemplation, pay us 
for the irksome trouble of drawing deformed portraits* 
\^lfoevef J9 in the hi^bit of walking betweeu (ht Jnper'Temt 
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Gertrude's recovery : their grapes cool, fresh, and 
carrying all their bloom unsoiledj were the £rst 

grateful 

pie and Lincohrs-lDn, taking the west side of the connecti^ 
ing street, must pass a little shop of umbrellas. A friend 
of our's, having had reason to think well of the mistress of 
it, called to enquire after her. She was absentv aud her 
little servant, a girl of about twelve years old, was mounted- 
on a pair of steps, cleaning the outside of the windows*; 
Our friend prognosticating to her that she would break her. 
necky watched her down 4n safety, and gently blaming her 
for her temerity, drew out this reply, • Why, ma'am, my' 
mistress is out ; and the windows looked dirty ; and I know 
if I did not do them, she would do them herself; and I'm. 
fare I ought to do all in my power ; for you don't know^ 
ma'^m, that I've been very ill, so ill that my life was in 
danger; very dangerously ill, indeed, ma'am; and my fa- 
ther's married to a second wife ; and they are so poor that 
my mistress thought they could not take care of me; and' 
so she sent to the 'pothecary ; and he did what he could ;• 
but he said he could do nothing for me : and so my mistress 
said, that if it was the last guinea she had in the world, she 
would have a doctor's advice for me. I could not stand nor 
move ; and so the doctor came, and my mistress had not a 
guinea in the world, and so she sold some umbrellas for a 
Ipw price, which she lost a great dealbj; and I had a doc- 
tor, at^d be saved my life;, and you know, ma'am, what a, 
poor ailing thing I used to be :-»well ! ever since this illness, 
I have been quite well : and I am sure I shall be a stout wo* 
man at last ; and we have so much work that my mistress 
hfifitnopey ri^nqingover ; and we are obliged to have more' 
hands. I'm sure you'll say I can never do too much for my 
inistress/ 

Here we see one of of those acts of charity of whose 

appreciation in the sight of Him who taught us to love as 

brethren, we cannot doubt : here is no ^ enthusiasm,' no 

/ ^obbv-horse/ no * running after a sensation/ no ' scenic 

; c ..-* effect;* 
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grateful offering to her palate, and came, doobly 
recommended by her knowledge of the donors. 

The disorder had, like most of those con- 
tracted under circumstances of anxiety, seized 
the nervous system ; and she was haunted by- 
images that left her in a state of real or sup^ 
posed delirium,— real when the recollection was 
stronger than the fact, and supposed whenever 
the cause of those images was not known to those 
about hen A few days, and the best possible 
care, restored to her the use of her faculties, but 
consigned her to a state of debility hardly less 
alarming: anxieties innumerable, and, like th& 
distresses of a dream, met with no fortitude, crowd-* 
^d on her mind ; and had not the decision and the 
generosity of Lady £lma, been the shield £or the 
weakness of her nerves, she would have sunk inta 
despondency under the sense of extreme obligation^ 
added to another cause of uneasiness which she 
dared not acknowledge — no, not even to herself. 
She knew there was that on her mind, which if 
betrayed, would for ever fix on her the condemna- 
tion of her own reason, and probably deprive her 
df the good opinion of those who were now her 
friends. She could not be responsible for what 
she had uttered in her delirium, yet it was only by 
vague questions that she could seek repose to her 

effect;* and moreover, let it be known, that the girl was, oa 
pain of dismissioi), enjoined silence; but whose heart bursts 
ing with gratitude, could keep within its own precincts th« 
kuowledge of such a deed ^' 

mind ^ 
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eaind: these procured her, indeed, a general as- 
surance that she had said nothing very foolish or 
wicked ; but her best hope was founded in the pos* 
sibiiity, that if she had been imprudent, she was 
not understood. 

To prevent danger to the convalescent, and in- 
convenience to Lady Luxmore, she was on the 
day of her ladyship's departure, removed to Lady 
Elma's. The countess had not been wanting ia 
Idndness: — she had desired that Miss Aubrey 
might have every thing she wanted ; and when able 
to receive her, she had gone, twice or thrice in tlie 
day, to her room, to tell her how dismally she was 
reduced, and how ill she looked, and to ask whe- 
ther * she really thought she should recover, and in 
what time.' At parting, she seemed reluctant to 
quitting her, though it would have been very un- 
pleasant to her to remain ; and the farewell was 
that of two p.ersons well inclined to each other: 
but it was, in truth, a release to one party ; and the 
invalid recovered faster when Lady Luxmore's re- 
maining was no longer a matter of question. Lady 
Jllma's cares were soon visible in their good effects ; 
and when Mrs. and Miss Le Sage were quitting 
Brighton, she was able to accept their invitation to 
travel with them, and their offer to deposit her in 
London, in their way to Hertfordshire. A condi- 
tion that she should stop on the road with them, 
to ipake a visit to a family not quite strangers 
to her, did pot render their kindness less accept- 
able, 

To 
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To part from Lady Elma required some re-^ 
collection that none of this world's gratifica- 
tions are let on long leases ; but there was hope 
of meeting in the spring ; and her ladyship was 
too much used to the worlds to encourage young 
sorrows. 



CHAP, 



' ^ 
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CHAPTER LXXV, 



TVhi is to blame ? * 'Tis pitiful ; Uis wondrotu pitiful/ Tkc 
blessing of a daughter. Cool argument. The mischiefs of 
modem system. Instances of a better conduct. 

The travellers reached, by dinner-time, the house 
of Mr. and Mrs. Reed, who M^ere related to Mrs. 
Le Sage, and were just returned home, after spend- 
ing some weeks at Brighton with her. It was then 
they had become acquainted with Gertrude ; and 
having one daughter, about whom they seemed 
anxious, Mr. Reed had sometimes expressed a 
bantering wish that Lady Luxmore would sell 
Miss Aubrey to them— a compliment that removed 
all fear in becoming their guest. 

The style of Mr. and Mrs. Reed's house, and 
every thing about it, indicated extreme opulence; 
but in themselves there was soon evident the 
want of ability to fill their situation : they were , 
mice in their immense apartments, and rather oc- 
cupiers than possessors of their domain. * We 
live in these three rooms ;'— * I seldom get round 
the grounds,* were expressions that confirmed 
tliese ideas ; but this contraction of scene did not 
in any way affect their hospitality : nothing could 
be more liberal. The reception Gertrude experi- 
enced> was what the world calls^ to its own dis- 
grace 
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ffwc^yjlattering ; but what she felt as encouraging^ 
She had been taught, or at least she had learnt^ 
that the less we feel flattered, the safer we are 
from delusiOD ; and that it is a pleasanter and a 
more refined consciousness that makes us bow 
the head under a sense of unmerited kindness. 

There was a fidgetty uneasiness about Mrs. 
Reed that Gertrude could not comprehend ; but in 
her well-bred attentions to her guests on parting for 
the night, it explained itself by her coming to Ger- 
trudes dressing-room, and professing that she 
wanted a little private chat with her. ' I have 
been sitting on thorns all the evening,' said she^ 
*for fear Reed should say any thing to Mrs. Le Sage 
about my daughter : the old lady is a veiy good 
creature as ever lived ; but old people are apt to 
have prejudices, and are generally a little severe ; 
and Reed and I had agreed when we knew my 
aunt would bring you, that we would interest you 
about Barbara ; you do not know how you have 
obliged us by coming to us ; and it is just at a 
lucky time, for Lady Altitude is coming down to 
her house but a few miles off, and will bring Bar* 
bara with her; and as we really cannot think of her 
going to school any longer, it is delightful to have 
you here for a little model for her at first setting 
off, and I dare say we shall get on very well after* 
wards; for she is a very good-hearted girl, and 
she viust learn of you, who are, I understand, so 

very correct in what yon do.'-" * I fear ma'am,* 

interrupted Gertrude, *you have entertained a very 
mistaken idea/ ^O! no; my dear Miss Au- 
brey, 
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brey, I have not : do not be afraid of my behif; 
too civil ; I mean just what I say : I understand, 
to put your merit at the lowest, that you are very 
good, and have conducted yourself uncommonly 
well under very disagreeable circumstances.' 

* It is probably,' replied Gertrude, with her in- 
variable honesty, ^ to those circumstances that I 
am indebted for any of the merit you are so good 
as to ascribe to me. I dare say, had I been brought 
up like other young women, I should have been 
escactly like any one of them ; and you are much' 
mistaken if you think I look on my singularities as 
advantages : I am sure they are no comforts ; and 
I hope you will not discourage me in trying to get 
rid of them as fast as I can. I look for great 
advantage from your kindness in admitting me; 
£[Mr I am -sadly ignorant in many things that ai)e 
very necessary.' 

* You are very polite. But we must come to 
business : you know, my dear young friend, Mr. 
Reed and I have but one daughter, and she must 
have an immense fortune : all this place, our other 
seat in Devonshire, our beautiful house in town^ 
a great deal of West-India property, and I know 
not what in the funds, must be her's ; for Reed 
and I have not the means to spend half our Li- 
come.^ He is a sensible worthy creature, and 
lives in his library and in his farm ; and really I 
have observed,^ that, unless people will be down- 
right fools, or have some very expensive and, I 
think, very troublesome tastes, they cannot spend 
beyond a certain income ; we can neither eat more 

7 nor 
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Qor wear more clothes, nor inhabit more hoii^e^ 
than are convenient ; and when we have done all 
that* can be done, and, I hope, not neglected the 
good of those around us, still we have an enormous 
surplus. On this consideration, Reed and I 
tiiought it right to give Barbara every advantage ; 
and we kept her at home under the best teachers 
we could procure, till we found, what I am told 
often occurs, that the mixt character of parent 
and governor does not do well together. Reed 
tried, as he is a most excellent classical scholar, 
to give her a knowledge of those things which one 
hardly can get any one to teach well ; but we soon 
found our love for her diminished our authority : 
at first, when quite a child, she teazed us out of 
an acquiescence in her negligence ; and, in shoit, 
when she grew older, we thought it best to send 
her away from us. You may judge what pain it 
gave us to do this ; but we had then no power 
over her : and it was necessary. We were well 
lecomniended to one of the highest of those select 
institutions, where, I must say, 1 think all the ad-- 
vantages of a home and a school are combined. 
I cannot tell you what has been done for Barbara : 
you will call me a partial mother, but still I must 
say, I never saw a girl more elegant in her external 
manners, nor can I find any one her superior in 
the best accomplishments. Her father is a sen- 
sible man, and I am not a violent fashionist ; we 
both,however,' wish, naturally, an only daughter so 
circumstanced, to be on a level in education with 
others ; and what she does, she may as welt do 

well; 



%K\i ; therefore it is a gratification to us to see 
her w&lk, and dtmee, and dress like a gentleiroman; 
iand tt lis agrteable^ as well as elegant, tb bare her 
Hble to play and sing at sight with correctneto and 
taste i she draws liay dbject before her ; she 
sketchies from natard, atid this facility makes our 
tours drid excursions of^ as I may say^ continued 
inteil^t ; sh^ reads aleud with propriety and teel<^ 
ing : shU Is never at a loss in conversation, nor 
does sbd ttake those blunders which bcftray want 
of attention or an imperfect information : she 
speaks Ffdnch and Italian aS well as most English 
girls, and writes them, her father says, with ele- 
gance : ihe has a knowledge of plahta,^ shellF| 
minerals^ ilnd of most things that come under com* 
mon observation ; in modern and ancient history^ 
she is well instructed : she writes a fine free hand^ 
has a tery sufficient knowledge of accounts ; and 
So perfect has been the attention bestowed on her 
by her kind friends, that she can use a needle with 
peculiar nieety arid exactness; ller disposition is 
good : she has iiribouhded benerolence, a high 
sedsd of honor^ add a great deal of religious prin- 
ciple ; and yet^ Miss Adbrey, this girl makes nie 
miserable^ and will, I sometimes think, break my 
iiaart;' 

Gertrude stared ; and Mrs. Redd paused. ^ True^ 
i assure you/ continued Mrs. Reedi with trembling 
lips and departing color, * she has no sense of 
duty to ua as her parents ; though I protest^ ia 
our care for her; ire have never thought of our* 
selves; we have nittde her being happy wherCi w« 

voi*. 1X4 v p\Mid 
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placed her, as essential as her being improved ; w0 
have even congratulated ourselves on seeing her 
impatieDt to quit us and return to her place of 
educatkm, when her time of being at home drew 
near its endjyet for all tbis^ Barbara seems to owe 
OS no thanks ; she takes it all as matter of course 
and receive every indulgence as her right No 
one suspects this, nor would I have it known ; she 
passes^ as she deserves to pass, for a thoroughly 
amiable girl ; and if you could, by any means, put 
ns in a way to correct this fault, you know not 
how much Reed and I should be obliged to you/ 

Most happily for Gertrude, who could not 
speak, and scarcely could breathe, Mrs. Reed 
could not venture to remain l(xiger with lier with* 
out being missed. What she had said, had already 
filled the mind of her hearer, and called out again 
that sentiment of wonder she had so often felt^ 
that those who had the blessing of parents, and of 
kind and good parents, should, in any way or de* 
gree, slight the blessing.—* How coarse, how 
vulgar, ' thought she, * with all the elegance Mrs* 
Reed describes as belonging to. her, must this 
dau^iter be ! — ingratitude, how degrading ! — pre- 
suming insolence, — what a trite species of hard- 
fronted folly ! At least, our faults ought to he ele* 
gant, if we have been elegantly educated — but 
what fault is elegant? what can deserve that 
epithet but rectitude and moderation ? ' 

The next morning after breakfast, Mr. Reed 
invited Gertrude into his library^ and had great 
pleasure in shewing her its valuable contents : he 

seemed 






THE COUNTESS ANDO^RTttUDE. 179 

seemed gratified by the interest she took in tvhat 
he recommended to her notice, and spoke sensibly 
on the inexhaustible sources of delight that might 
be enjoyed by a mind to which nothing was a 
dead letter; but this agreeable conversation was 
soon warped to the subject on which Mrs* Reed 
had spoken the preceding evening ; and he entered 
on it with a sighing regret, that his daughter 
would, perhaps, never feel the care with which he 
had made this collection proper for her inheri- 
tance, and for any gentleman who might marry 
her. — ^ Sit down,' my deai* young lady, said he, 
* if Mrs. Reed can spare me the enjoyment of 
youf company for half an hour. Let me o{)en my 
heart to you on the subject of Barbara. She says 
she has begun it. I ought to be ashamed^ I know, 
to say it to you, but that girl, though we have 
every reason to be proud of her, costs me many 
tears. . She has no heart for her parents*: — ^I 
must not say no dutyy it is an obsolete word.-^ 
And see, Miss Aubrey, my folly ; I nurse my mi- 
sery : see, hete's the book I read ; 'tis the mirror 
of nay suffering ; and I delight in seeing how faith- 
fully it reflects it 'Tis our great poet's Lear :— 
ha ! see the volume opens at 

* Filial lAgratitttde V 
Is it not as this mouth should tear this band 
For lifting food to it;?' 

See here too, my condemnation : 

< O I have ta'en 
Too little care of this V 

I will not wbb, God fbrbid I should ever b^ 
driven to wish 

Nt 'thtl 
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* that she raay feel. 
How sharper than a serpent's tooth it is. 
To have a thankless child/ 

N09 no; may she be happy! for, except to us^ 
she is a good girl : though — but perhaps it is my 
natural impatience ; for we have all our faults — I 
could sometimes, when she is at home with us, say 

* I pray thee, daughter, do not make me mad, 
I will not trouble thee, my child/ 

But I ought rather to sav^ 

* Iwet shame come when it will, I do not call ift« 
Mend when thou canst : be better at thy leisure ; 
I can be patient.— 

Not being the worst, stands in some rank of praise.' 

And when I am angry with myself for my weak- 
ness, O ! see how that divine genius has antici* 
pated almost my very words : 

* You heavens give me that patience which I need ; 
You see me here, ye gods, a poor * weak' man» 
Fuller of grief than age, wretched in both : 
If it be you that stir my daughter's heart- 
Against her father, fool me not so much 
To bear it tamely : touch me with noble anger. 
O le# net women's weapons, water-drops. 
Stain my man's cheeks !' 

But I will not distress, you, my dear young lady ; 
do not cry so ; I am not used to see this ; I did 
notk now that a young woman cotilfl now cry at any 
thing but fiction ; and, God knows, this is none. 
O! Miss Aubrey, give my Barbara a portion of 
your heart ; but yet she too, perhaps, could feel, 
for a stranger : tell me, how did you feel towards 
your parents? perhaps I have got wrong notions : 

wa 
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we ought to make allowances for change of man* 
ners.' 

* I scarcely remember my fiither or mother/ re- 
plied Gertrude, the tears gushing out more vio- 
lently; * and what I feel in being deprived of them, 

] no one can tell ! But, my dear sir, do not 
afflict yourself ; I hope you consider tliis matter 
too deeply; there may be some error in Miss 
Reed's edueation ; there may have been some de- 
ficiency in those who have the care of her. Pro- 
bably in their anxiety to make her happy, they 
have forgotten that she is to look to her home as 
the seat of her own happiQCss, and that it must 
be founded in the performance of a duty they can 
only ineulcate ; — they cannot enforcf it 

' No, no ; I can prove to you the care taken of 
her, even in this point See, here is an answer I 
i^eceived, only last week, to the letter I wrote to 
the excellent woman who has had the i^are of her* 

1 confess, though Barbara's behavior in her last 
vacation was intolerable, I had not, though I had 
resolved to do it th^ courage to describe it till 
she was so near her return to us, as to make m^ 
dread the repetition of what I had eiidqred i 

* She bas tied 
Sharprtooth'd unkindness as a yqlture bere.' 

Read the letter to yourself, I cannot read it to you/ 

* My deajr sir, 

^ The communication made by your 

letter, has equally grieved and astonished me ; and 

/loost deeply do I regret that it was not made be- 

fore. 
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fore. You may be assured -every thing in my 
power shall jbe done to correct the (Bvil ypu so 
ideeply and so justly feel ; and what cannot be ac* 
complished in the short tiipe now before me, shall 
be the object of my first care, if you lallow Miss 
Reed to return to me. 

• * 

f It is one pf the many grievous additions tQ the 
solicitudes of my situation, that parents give those 
to whom they commit their children, not only an 
imperfect, but an incorrect idea of their dispo- 
sitions. In nine instances out of ten, I am told 
by fathers and mothers, that their children have 
a distinguished superiority in talent or moral qua- 
lities, while in the detail of this aggregate, they let 
outwh^t shews that, if all which is said had been 
true, the child would never have been rtsmpved 
from under the care of her parents : or else, a list 
pf faults and deficiencies is made out, which is 
sumnied up at last into a contradictory and equi- 
vocating eulogium. All that I cair do in thesp 
cases, is to give np heed to the report, but to bold 
piy mind disposed to judge for itself. Now you 
will recollect, that not one word was ever told; 
me of Miss Reed's want of natural affection to- 
wards you or Mrs. Reed : I was, on the contrary, 
told she was all the fondest parents could wish; 
and the only two circumstances that I can re- 
' collect as militating against this opinion/ have 
been the style of her letters, and your own, perr 
haps a little flattering, tissurances that Miss Reed 
was as. happy to return to me as to return home* 
It must always ple^$Q xpp to know, that. I cai^ 
5 atone 



r 
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iitone to yoong people for the pain tbey^ onght to 
feel, and we might say, if the world did not 
correct us, nmst feel in quitting parents ; but I do 
not like this perfect apathy : I would ratlier hav« 
to console than to admonish ; and as I am but the 
deputy of those who entrust me^ I should feel as 
if I had warped the allegiance they owe to others, 
if it ever occurred that I stood on a level widi 
them in the love of their children* 

* With regard to the style in which young peot 
pie now address their parents, I confess it givei 
me some trouble and more uneasiness ; but I n* 
gard it as a mode which some accident will altefp 
and for the better. We have neen it the fasbioa 
for parents and children to denominate each other 
as if perfect strangers ; and I have, in the be» 
ginning of this practice^ bera at a loss to discover 
in what relation mother and son have stood to 
^ach other. I had a daughter from a house where 
I found the master of it called by his wife, Joe, 
while her daughters w^re Miss Laura, Miss 
I^uis^ and Miss Anne. But all this is the froth 
of folly, which the pext caprice of one of its vo». 
taries will disperse. You will not doubt that ^, 
in every way, discourage every departure from 
respect, even in expressions : I constantly alter tlici 
faqailiarity of address in thp young pepple'ii letters 
Into fitter ^aoguage ; aqd I renieiff ber> m spfsal(]ng 
on the subj^t to Mis^ Reed, she has a}ways re? 
plied to mp, that she thought it-^ t^p polite «tyle.^ 
iSeeing it now as cpnnected wit)) sentiment, ^ou 
piay b^ jMitj^d } ^hiili b» still mor» vigiUmf t 
■r 'Allow 
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*' Allow nie tp depart a little beyond the limits of 
juy province, and to say, i^ you will now ^^ava 
Miss Reed with you for some time, even if on 
serious Gonsideratioq you continue \ier with me, 
that, with the preparation 1 shall giye her mind 
betbre she sees you, much is in yoop and Mrs, 
Beed*s power. It is iq vain, ) inust confess, 
that I shall urge Qo her recollection the rights of 
her parents, if they will net insist on thtiq. Per^ 
baps, as she has been ^owed so long to deviate 
from the path she ought tq have pursued, it may 
require a little painf:il severity to bring her back j 
tliere is air that difference between regular and ir- 
regular discipline that there is to be found in the 
management of a horse : he must pursue the road 
his rider chases : if wdl ridden, a gentle coercion, 
never injurious to him, will keep him there ; if 
his rider is no equestrian, many a struggle m&f 
))e necessfiry tp effect the purpose/ 

^ Comfort yourself, my dear sir,' said Gertrude^ 
wlien she returned this letter to Mr. Reed^ * that 
the medicine on which you depend for Miss 
Ileed's cure, is now only administering. I stn-^ 
eerely hope you will find her imprbved j and in 
any way in Hhich you can direct my services, if 
you will excuse me from presuming tp advise, 
yrhere perhaps I myself might want advice, I shall 
be n)ost happy to conduce to your comfort 
Under circpmst^ces, which, perhaps, would 8 
little embarrass me, you and Mrs. Reed will, I 
)ippe; encQ.urag&j|De« - ... 
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The anxious parents were to meet their anxiety 
four miles from tlieir house ; and that they might 
be better able t» judge of her amendment, it was 
agreed that their guests should await their returp. 
Mrs. and Miss Le Sage were fully privy to the 
plan ; but strange to say, neither the father or 
mother could speak of it to them ; and Gertrude, 
comparatively ^ stranger to all, carried messages 
between them ! 

So was the matter arranged ; and the next morn- 
ing Mr, and Mrs, Reed went, sufficiently heavy- 
hearted, to meet their daughter. * I confess/ said 
Mrs. Le Sage to Gertrude, when they were gone, 
' I shall have some hope if any one can convince 
my ne|Aew, that he and his wife are almost as 
much to blame as this girl. Before the teachers 
of young people undertake the sons and daughters, 
they should discipline the parents. I do not 
mean that apy faults, and still less could I endure 
to judge so of the faults of extreme indulgence, in 
parents, should exonerate a child from an atom of 
duty and respect. But, to the disgrace of human 
nature, I must say what my experience justifies, 
that they are the strict, nay often the severe, 
amongst parents, who have, not only the most of 
their children's obedience and dutiful observance, 
but of their love ; and if, as they grow up, the 
rigor of discipline gives place to confidence, — if, 
when children are no longer children, they are 
treated as having attained the qualities that make 
Others members of society, I think I may say there 
)9 seldom much to be endured on one side, or cor- 
rected 
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rected on the other. I love my nephew and his 
wife as my own children ; but I see their :error with 
regard to their daughter, and I deplore it ; it does 
not render her less culpable, or them less pitiable ; 
but whoever is to assist in rectifying it, ought to l^ 
j^reviously informed. In the first place, there is 
a jealousy between Mn and Mrs. Reed ; and when 
Barbara is at home, she sees herself bid for. Her 
father asks her to go fishing or riding with him ; 
her mother at the same time gives her an option iA 
a morning-visit. When her father wants her to 
read to him, her mother wants her to put her in the 
way in some, fancy *work. If Barbara does not 
chuse, and it is not oiften that she does chuse^ to be 
ready when they are going out, they will wait ; and 
I have known them detained in this way^ till they 
have been driven to give up a dinner-engagement 
When a child, the slight punishments inflkted on 
her, never bore any relation or proportion to the 
offence punished ; and she has heard and seen me 
reproved when she has been left to my cai*e, foi* 
confining her to her room and her needle^ to punish 
some negligence in her dress. I have some respect 
for the vulgar adage, ^ Cleanliness is next to godU« 
ness.' Purity should pervade every part of the cha-? 
racter ; and its opposite should be fought and con- 
quered in whatever quarter it rears its standard. \ 
therefore have been an advocate for a dirty f|^k as 
a punishment of some offences ; and \ nev^P could 
see the connection, or the probable good effect of 
giving Barbara the indulgence Qf learning the Mom? 
ing hymn in the Paradise Lost, to cqre h^r of 

negli^nt 
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negligent habits. But I am an old woman, conse- 
quentiy have no authority. My nephew says truly, 
' None but parents can know' — and his wife has a 
more homely retort ready for my daughter — so we 
are silent — ^Barbara has been always too much * 
consulted : she had taken it into her head once, that 
she could not ride three in the chariot, or on the 
back seat of any more roomy carriage, and I have 
known her father, for peace^sake, yield his place to 
her, and either stay at home, or encounter a heavy 
Tain on horseback, or m an open carriage, pretend- 
ing — ^so unwilling are we to confess the truth even 
to ourselves ! that he preferred what he did. At 
one time, she chose to decide that her being at Uk- 
ble when dinner began, was unnecessary — she ate . 
only of the second course, and with the second 
course she entered ; and my good relations were 
disposed to endure this, and very imgry with me 
when I advised checking the folly by making her, 
for oncQ, lose her dinner. Finding her power in- 
creased by exercise, she soon made her choice in 
every thing diametrically opposite to that of her 
parents. If she rode on horseback with her fa- 
ther, she would walk her horse at a rate that would 
have protracted their airing till midnight ; and in 
short, matters were at one time growing so bad, 
that I was asked, as you are, to take the conduct of 
her, and to bring her into a little disciplme. She 
has really what is called a good heart; that is to 
say, there is good at bottom when you can. get at 
it ; but it is a long way to it, I confess. I had a 
greatt deal of trouble, in the outset, from the inter- 
ference 
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ference of the parents, who uniformly took her part 
against themselves, and allowed her at table to 
help herself to what she liked best, and to assume 
a controling power in every thing ; but I weathered 
all this, and by dealing firmly and candidly with 
the ^rly I brought her to reason— the chief engine 
of government I used was a pen. I framed a little 
catechism, to which I made her answer every 
night; and 1 wrote daily, and in her sight, a journal 
of her condu.ct : I made her father praise or blame 
her, as she merited : she began to feel the sweet sa* 
tisfaction of an approving conscience, and having 
prevailed on Mrs. Reed to pursue my plan, when 
I was called away from them, I had great hopes of 
a reform ; but on my return I found they had not 
persisted a week in that which they at first thought 
almost magic in its eflfects ; and the house would 
scarcely have been tolerable, had not a place of 
education been fpund for her, three years ago. 

' The evil is in itself, and in its concomitant cir* 
eumstances, continued Mrs. Le Sage, very serious ; 
but far more in those which may follow it. I make 
no scruple of asserting that one of the many causes 
contributing to the prevailing disease of a disor- 
dered mind is the want of early discipline. Young 
people now are so indulged and so wayward, that 
the world will not satisfy them — poetry, fiction, 
and the tension of their minds set the intellect to 
too fine an edge — the imagination, that main-sail 
of an unballasted vessel, has acquired a destructive 
predominance— half its food is poison. And where 
this is not the error^ the extreme inanity in which 

S young 



youttg people are allowed. to pass their time of re- 
laxation, does the mischief. In the case of Bar- 
bara, I know she never returns to discipline without 
a letter of justification for not having done any part 

of what was expected of her. The smallest 

reverse that these seekers of indulgence meet 
with, on entering the world, destroys them^-many 
are the instances of death in young people, by 
chagrin, attending a disappointment in the wealth 
of a father — and many, many of the hosts now fill- 
ing, or waiting to fill, houses of private reception 
for the insane, would never have needed them, had 
they been in time taught to submit. One proof of 
this is the rarity of insanity amongst quakers-^the 
more they relax, the less will grow this distinction, 
but, at present, pure insanity is not common among 
them. • See wliat is the conduct of a fomily of 
well-educated quakers. I have heard a father say 
to a son, at what is called man's estate, ^ David, 
what time must thee set off for town to-morrow?*— 
* At six, father : would thee wish me to go sooner ? 
—if thee do, I will.'—' To please my father' is 
the motive I have heard alledged by many quaker- 
girls in doing what they thought he would approve, 
and one child can deter another frodfi d6in2 what 
would be very pleasant, by saying, ' Do not thee 
think thy father or thy mother will be displeased V 
— ^Thcy certainly do bring up their children in a 
way that is worthy of imitation ; and the early age 
at which they instil principles, is much in favor of 
their being retained. In short, my' dear Miss 
Aubrey, there ai'e few amongst us wlio were not 

created 
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created to obey our fidlow-creatures m some way or 
other, and we most all obey one Master— women 
have a more espedid cail to obedience; and I know 
no exemption, even for Barbara Reed V 

* We 9JZ fometiiiies inclined to believe, that young (ler. 
sons fear disgracing their rank, by shewing respect to their 
parents. For the inforaiation of this tooe^ tmUii}ff we beg 
to assmre young ladies and gendemen, that they may obey 
the command of their Maker, and yet be fisshionable ; for 
we have heard a yonng man, of the most elegant person and 
manners, die nephew of a dnke, and now the husband of a 
duke's daughter, and with a genealogy that few of our rea* 
ders could pretend to match, reply to his father, when he 
saidy ' Act for yourself, I do not wish to treat you like a 
child ;*— *' I always wish. Sir, to consider myself as a 
child, where you are concerned/— Being asked * When shall 
I see you again V he answered, * When you command me. 
Sir/ And we really did overhear a young woman of for. 
tune, and now the wife of a gentleman of very larg^ landed 
property, say to her parent, when thanked for some atten- 
don, * Can I do too much for so good a mother V — < Very 
probably/ replies Mrs. Augustus, or Miss Augusta Urchin, 
* but then they had such parents as one ought to have* I 
<lare say they had made them independentZ-^Nonsense I 
they were not independent»-and tell us, ye pert friends, is 
there any qualifying clause in the commandment ?— Are we 
told to honor our father and mother if we like them. Be« 
lieve us, if the young will not correct themselves, the rod of 
parental power will soon be felt heavier than is expected : 
parents are beginning to open their eyes— and we certainly 
will help them, out of the sincerest regard for the rising ge* 
neradon* 
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CHAPTER LXXVI. 

ThegfntU BarbMrB. Tkt vue parenU Young peih. Kiiu 
drtd virtues. , Portraits of afamiljf. Labor in vain. ' Am 
aukward attempt. Welcome home again. 

The family returned. Miss Reed and Gertrude 
were introduced to each other, and it could not but 
be confessed that Mrs. Reed's eulogium on her 
daughter was, as far as time permitted the disclo- 
sure, justified — ^but the parents wore care on their 
brow ; and Mrs. Reed's incessant and assiduous 
endeavors to stroke her daughter into a creditable 
deportment, shewed that something was wanting. 

* I am desperate/ said Mr. Reed, at the first 
opportunity of speaking alone to Gertrude. ' All 
that has been said or done, has had no effect. I 
saw in Barbara no expression of joy at meeting us, 
but much of regret at quitting Lady Altitude and 
her daughter : she was surprised we had come for 
her with only a pair of horses. ' Lady Altitude 
never stirred without four.' I ventured to remind 
her that half our way was over the bowling-road of 
our own park; but this seemed to carry no apology. 
The time of year being not very friendly to travel- 
ling in the open air, and her mother having been 
lately an invalid, we had the carriage close : she 
desired it might be thrown open directly, or she 
must ride on the outside : ^ lady Altitude's had 

been 



beert open all the way from town, and every bddy 
opened their carriage now, even at Christmas/ It 
was not decent to contest the matter publicly, so 
i^e acquiesced ; but I believe we were wrong/ 

Gertrude could scarcely command her feelingsi 
* Hen-pecked' she knew to be a periphrasis for 
wife-govefried ; but ^ chiek-pedked' she had never 
heard — it would ndw be very handy if brought into 
use. * Why,* thought she, as Mr. Reed proceed- 
ed, almost in tears, to bewail his misery^ and almost 
to wish he had no daughter — he was wrong here ; 
he should have wished for a dozen—* why,' though^ 
Gertrude, ' did you not turn this graceless wretch 
into the road, and make her march before you ail 
the way home V 

Nothing could exceed the politeness and cot* 
diality of Miss Reed's deportment to her new ac<> 
quaintance! Had Gertrude not been previously 
admitted to confidence, she could not have inferred 
any thing at all of kin to hard-heartedness, from 
what she experienced ; but certainly she was less 
solicitous* to please her parents than their visitors. 
Had they been from home, Gertrude must have 
thought her more than commonly endowed with 
the gentle graces of her sex ; and whatever wai*" 
agreeable in itself came so recommended b^ the 
elegance of her manners, and the beauty of ber 
person, that the touchstone of Mr. or Mrs» 'BfitA-s 
presence was necessary to make Gertrude -Credit 
what she could not but wish existed not So little 
did this lovely ^rl seem conscious of her fault or 
attentive to the visible dejectiQn of her fiither and 

the 



ttie restless anxiety of her mother, that she censuredl 
almost her own identical fault in speaking of others* 

Yet even' smarting as were these wretched 
parents, under what may be termed the inhumanity 
bf their only child, it was evident that they wished 
to disguise it. Every attempt that Mrs. or Miss 
Le Sage made to hint, in the most distant way, the 
beauty of filial obedience^ or to recommend the re- 
gards of good breeding between relations, they 
crushed by almost thanking God that their Barbara 
needed no such teaching. Miss Le Sage had been 
a guest in a house where a ludicrous scene occur- 
red, in consequence of the importance allowed to 
the children of the family. She began, saying, 
* We had a dinner-party one day, and just as w^ 
l¥ere stttii^ down to table, Mrs. Lackwit apo- 
logised for the indecorum she had been guilty 
of in promising her little boy the pleasure of dining 
with us : ^ it^was not,' as she said, ' a customary 
indulgence in her fiaimily, but John -Francis had 
begged so hard^ that she could not refuse him : it 
was not for the sake of the dinner : her children 
were, thank God, too well brought up to think 
much about eating | but it was merely for the plea* 
sure of sitting at table With us — for^ perhaps, he 
Ikrould not eat two mouthfuUs — poor dear littlt 
heart P 

* I have no patidice/ said Mr. Reed, ' witti 
people who plague one with their children at table. 
We never allowed cht Barbara to dine with us till 
•she was— 1 don't ktiow how old— but she alwayr 
behaved well — and well, I trust, she always will be- 

voL. IV. o have 
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have — she does not want for good sense, and I am 
sure she shall never want encouragement/ 

Mrs. Reed asked for a little more of the dinner- 
party. Miss Le Sage resumed. 

" You do not know, my dear madam',' said 
Mrs. Lackwit to an old lady quite deaf, and ^ who 
could only nod and bow in reply ; "you do not know 
how very sensible John-Francis grows ; he would 
astonish you, and he is always talking of you." 

* That's the way with all silly mothers,' said 
Mrs. Reed : 'always puffing off their children. Now 
I, when Barbara — ' 

* Come, do not let us talk of Barbara now,' said 
Mr. Reed, ' I want a little more of Master John- 
Francis.' 

* Well,' proceeded Miss Le Sage, * Master 
John-Francis was seated next to the old lady ; and 
then mama began: " What, will John-Francis's 
dear little heart like to have of all these nice things? 
—now look round, quite sharp, while I am busy." 

' What folly !' said Mrs. Reed, * to give children 
their choice ! how caa they know what is fit for 
them to eat ? When my Barbara was a child — * 

* Nay,' said Mr. lieed, ' let us hear Master's 
choice. . What di^ he take ?' 

* He chose,' said Miss Le Sage, * soaJ, which 
his father was carving ; but mama, as if fearing 
papa might not be as yielding as she was, per- 
suaded him to be content with some of ^ the nice 
thin rich part of the pretty pin| salmon,' to which 
she was helping her guests.' 

* The 
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* The wofst fish in the world for children/ said 
Mn Reed — * our little girl — ^ ; 

* Nay, nay; you will not let me talk of Barbara/ 
said Mrs. Reed — * so pray do not you* Go on, 
dear cousin*— did Master take the pink fish ?' 

* No, he was constant/ * Ah! ah! John-Fran- 
cis/ says mama, * let you alone, you always know 
what's nice.' ^ Just what I wanted,' whispering 
to the gentleman next her ; * he would have changed 
his mind if I had not offered him the sahnon. 1 
did it only to make him take the soal. Do, Mn 
Lackwit, help poor dear John-Francis to a little 
bit of that nice white boiled soal — not the fried 
—the boiled is more relishing, darling — it's goodj^ 
good. I am ashamed, Sir Thomas, to keep you 
waiting while he is helped — but 'tis but a child/— 
Sir Thomas bowed ; and Mr. Laekwit in silence 
obeyed his wife/. 

' Polite !' said Mr. Reed, * Barbara, what would 
^02^ have said to being helped before strangers?' 

* In the second course,' pursued Miss Le Sage, 
^ there were ducks ; and the young gentleman hav- 
ing, as his mother said, saved a corner, aftdr eating 
of half a dozen things, for the merry -thoiiight of a 
duck, which >vas hjs delight, he was very impatient 
for the dissection. Sir Thomas offered his Ster- 
vices, but nobody but mama must cut it ; and af 
she was not at leisure, a^nd wished obtdously to 
keep the ducks whole, till it was fit they should be 
cut, it was a difficult matter to accomplish her pur^ 
pose, and keep her son quiet. Mr. Laekwit naw 
interfering, declared that the duck should not be 

o 3 wt 
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cut to please the boy, and this exciting his hanger 
still more, the mother was obliged to intreat some 
one to take a bit of duck, that John-Francis might 
be served; but every one proving obdurate, she could 
only send away lier own plate and eat duck; yet 
this did not quite answer the purpose, for the young 
man had been used to scrape the dish — ^the rest of 
the duck was therefore removed to another, and he 
was indulged in the gravy/ 

' Happy there were no more children!* said 
Mrs. •Reed, * I da think it is a shocking thing if 
peoplfe cannot beep one child under good control — 
there might be some excuse^ if there were half a 
dozen/ 

* O ! but there were more of the race,* said Miss, 
Le Sage; * with the dessert, came Miss Lackwit^ 
a year older than her brother, but in complete good 
order, for I never saw a child so subdued. She 
took her station by her father, in silence and suffer* 
ing, declined every thing offered her, because she 
nas afraid to put out her band — ^d drank— O how 
X pitied the little creature !— the health of every 
individual round the table. Mama then,, against 
the inclination of the father, bid her sing, and 
prompting her with every line, and making her go 
over every stanza twice, that she might have it more 
perfect, she got through, in one continued shake, 
and .with not a note in tune^ ^ Cra^y Jane,' while 
I sat almost as crazy as Jane herself, with anger and 
impatience. Next came in a lovely fat giri, not 
four years old, *the father's pet*— she, kneeling 

on 
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on bis knees, and putting up her little hai^ds, wns 
made to exhibit in a repetition of the Lord's 
prayer ; and somehow or other I was beginning to 
ieel very uncomfortable, when a baby was pro- 
duced, who having been deposited by its nurse, in 
rotation with all of us, at last reached its mother, 
and gave some indications of hunger ^r thirst which 
* we ladies' retired to satisfy/ 

Miss Le Sage, at the end of her recital, would, • 
from what she had witnessed in this family, have 
reasoned on the probable fate of the children in 
it ; but she soon found her relations were in ago- 
nies, lest Miss Reed should suspect herself glanced 
at. They therefore anticipated, in their own way, 
the evil consequences of such bad management, 
and again thanked God that, by having avoided 
any resemblance to such folly, they felt perfectly 
secure from similar punishment The whole con- 
versation on their part therefore, ended in a com- 
pliment to their daughter ; and if they had possess- 
ed influence enough to produce any effect in her 
mind, her feeling must have been the most perfect 
encouragement to behave ill. 

Gertrude passed an hour that evening with Mrs. 
and Miss Le Sage, and remarked, with hope, that it 
was not impossible to recall Miss Reed to a sense 
of duty : her foundation was the various indicatioxis 
she gave of feeUng and good dispositions. ' She 
is pitiful, she is courteous,' said Miss Le Sage, ^ I 
grant it; but whether she be reclaimable, is another 
question, aad admits of as much doubt as I feel 

when 
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SK^hen I ask myself whether her parents are capa- 
ble of taking care of their own interests in the bu- 
siness, were they put'in the way to do it. Some- 
thing must be done, if not for their sale for the 
girl's ; a hard heart in any one at fifteen, must be- 
come something dreadful at fifty. 

^ There are, in my opinion,' said Mrs. Le Sage^, 
' a set of female virtues that are strongly linked, 
and which can never be practised in any degree of 
perfection but when they exist together. They 
are all, I am convinced, but modifications of the 
same feeling. Piety * towards God, is loyalty to 
our sovereign, obedience to parents, submission to 
a husband, and in the state previous to that of 
marriage, fidelity to the man of our choice. In 
all of these duties I have been practised j and how- 
ever imperfectly I have performed them, I would 
not, for any gratification, give up the dignified plea- 
sure they have produced me. In choral service 
when 1 hefi^r 

^ the pealing organ blow 



To the full-voiced choir below 
In service high and anthem clear/ 

I am borne in imagination to Heaven ; and when 
I have attended our blameless, our holy-minded 
monarch, kt any public spectacle, and above al)^ 
when I have seen him at early prayers in Windsor 
castle, my heart has, in the first instance, over* 
flowed with a sentiment of undescribable attach- 
ment, and in the last, my prayers have, I hopp, 

ascended, 



THE COUNTESS AND GEftTRDDfi. 1^9 

ascended Tvith his for blessings on bis people, in 
humble intreaty that so great an example of those 
virtues to which the kingdom of Heaven is pro- 
mised, may not be withdrawn till I am laid in my 
grave. Now, what of these consolations ivhich 
I, at threescore, experience, can Barbara Reed 
hope for, if one of the most important of these 
features be wanting to her mind at the time when 
hermiod is, as I may say, framing its countenance? 
We ought all to grow better as we grow older j but 
groming better implies a positive degree of good 
previously subsisting; and if the time of amelio- 
ration is to be spent in bringing ourselves up from 
an abyss of error to the lowest degree of right, life 
will be too short for any visible progress in our task; 
and. we may be called to the throne of final judg- 
inent, before we have bestowed any thought on 
the requisites for being acquitted there.' 

' Another consideration,' said Miss I^ Sage, 
' makes me anxious for Barbara. In her conduct 
towards her parents, she shews that she considers 
them as no protection ; and by this independence 
she obviously deprives herself of that safeguard 
which should protect her against, not only violence, 
but imposition. The lamb had strayed from the 
ewe, before* the wolf seized on it : the mother 
would not have gone out of sight of, the dogs.' 

' And,' continued Mrs. Le Sage, when she had 
listened to what Gertrude could suggest, ' example 
terrifies me more than any of my own theories : 
extreme indulgence does so fatten if it does not 
harden the youHg heart, that it must be the deep- 
est 
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est probing that reaches its diseased core ; and I 
have on my memory an instance so direful of its 
fatal effects^ that you cannot wonder if I attend to 
no disparity between the situation of her whose de^ 
praved mind furnishes it, and the object of my 
nearer anxiety. I was, in the early part of my life, 
intimately acquainted with a very worthy man who 
was, at the time I knew him, suffering under a 
singular and very severe hardship. He had been 
bred to the bar, and was \xi the receipt of a consi- 
derable income from his profession ; his conneo- 
tions w^f e of the first rank, and -he was, in every 
way, a gentleman. An offer was. made him to. go 
to the East Indies as a puistd judge, and being a 
i^ingle man at the time, tho offer was eligible, and 
he accepted it : he disposed of his chambers, his 
books, and whatever he possessed of property, and 
was preparing to embark, when a change in the 
administration brought forward a candidate for the 
situation, and without any atonement to him for his 
disappointment or hb loss, he was informed that hia 
services were not needed i he had then to begin the 
world again, and again was getting forward^ though 
very slowly, when an opportunity of very fairly 
advancing his fortune by marrying the widow of a 
Scotch peer, presented itself: the lady was an esti- 
mable woman, with a small jointure, but^ood coa-^ 
nections, ^nd very well disposed, for the sake of 
protection, iaqd a comfortable home, to live in the 
strictest frugality. They bad one daughter; and asi 
^hey were not then young people, they considered 
every renunciation of needless expence as doubly 

enjoined 
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enjoined by their anxiety for her. As«he grew up, 
talents, of no common description, called for an 
education more than adequate to their fortune : 
they were unwilling that Jemima should be stinted 
in any thing which their power could reach, were 
the exertion ever so painful to themselves ; and she 
had the best instructors in every branch of po- 
lite accomplishments. At eleven years old, she was 
a prodigy in music, drawing, and languages; and 
at twelve, she had composed a set of lessons for 
which a publisher of music offered a considerable 
sum ; but too thoughtless to know the value to her 
parents of such an assistance in their expences, 
and too perverse to be advised, she contrived to 
send the lessons to the man to whom she had 
shewn them, with a flourishing note requesting his 
acceptance of them. I tell you this, only that you 
may judge of the cast of her mind. I shall not. 
follow her through the vagaries of her temper- 
She was still the delight and the pride of her pa- 
rents; and a large circle of friends, vain of her 
talents, gave her the best introduction. She 
was drest at a great expence, to be seen with the 
first people in the first situations ; and it was de- 
cided to procure for her the post of maid of ho- 
nor ; interest was making, when she eloped, not 
with a gay soldier, a rough sailor, or a man of 
accomplishments; not even with her drawing 
or her dancing master, but with a low musi- 
cian; and who,— if such a deed could be hon- 
est ; — an honest plain man, soon found that he had 
made a sad bargain. I cannot describe to you the 

situation, 



202 THE COUNTESS AND GERTRUDE. 

situation, the grief, the despair of the poor father 
and mother. I called by accident and heard the 
news. . I had a young friend with me at the time ; 
and never can I forget the wretched father's looking 
at her, and saying with a pathos reminding me of 
Lear's 

* Have his daughters brought him to this ?' 

I hope she does not learn music. 

Days and weeks did the wretch suffer her pa- 
rents to remain ignorant of her fate ; and at last 
she was accidentally discovered by an old servant, 
who, going to visit. a friend, saw this once favored 

• child, now a lodger in the house, creep down stairs, 
unconscious she was seen, to wash her only change 
of raiment. But even, then, she was hardened, and 
no kindness, no promise of forgiveness could draw 

' her back. . . 

* I have, no pleasure,' continued Mrs. Le Sage, 
* in detailing scenes of disgusting sordidness; but I 

* should err in judgment if I did not give you the 
truth: the first time Lady ******** saw her daugh- 
ter, was, in dirt and rags, the remnants of former 
finery, at the door of a public-house, where, either 
with, or standing hear some men of a very low de- 
scription, she was drinking part of a pot of porter. 
Soon after this, she wrote a specious humble letter, 
describing the most wretched poverty and the near 
approach of a time when it must be more severely 
felt. She was taken home, and kindly treated ; but 
her husband was kept aloof, and this, as soon as 
her danger was over, ,she resented, in a way that 
left no place for kindaess. 

Still, 
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* Still, though her father would not see her, when 
to insult him was the purpose of every visit, the 
mother, fearing her sinking to the abyss of infamy, • 
attended to her in privacy, which he connived 
at ; — but to do her good was as impossible as to 
make her feel. The father's health now rapidly 
sunk under the severe chastisement ; nor was the 
mother's uninjured. A dropsy coming on, the 
usual submersion of a breaking heart, he was re- 
moved a few miles out of London for change of 
air, and his daughter was informed he was dyings 
and that she might see him. To the messenger 
who brought the news, she replied by saying, 
literally, that she should certainly * wear pink for 
mourning for him.' She went to make the visit ; 
and the old man died at the sight of her : the 
mother lived eighteen months in an incessant fever. 
Of the catastrophe of tliis monster, I cannot in- 
form you ; my last knowledge of her, occurred ^ 
few years ago, when she came to my house in 
town, begging, on the plea of my having known 
her father and mother. I retorted her plea as a 
reason for dismissing her unrelieved ;^ and if our 
sentiments are to find their foundation in expe- 
rience, you cannot wonder that mine are not in 
favor of unlimited indulgence in parents towards 
children/ 

The visit to Mr. and Mrs. Reed was protracted 
to the period of a week ; and in this indulgence, as 
necessary to Gertrude's re-establishment, Lady 
Liixmore had, not unhandsomelyj concurred. • It 
bad afforded time for obtaining some intimacy 

with, 
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with, and some influence over Miss Reed ; and 
Gertrude had proceeded so far as to say, slie 
thought her * a little heedless' in her conduct to- 
wards her parents. The hint, as coming from a 
stranger who could not be suspected of interest 
or prejudice, seemed to have weight; and receiv- 
ing it with great good-humor, Barbara imposed on 
her new friend the task of some silent gesture 
of admonition, whenever she tript in her duty. 
Two days past wonderfully well ; and Mr. Reed, 
with tears in his eyes, thanked Gertrude for the 
miracle she had atchieved in making his daughter 
civil to him ; but on the third day, which was that 
of Mrs. Le Sage's proceeding on her journey, Ger- 
trude saw she had little cause to regret that sh« 
could not stay longer. In something like an alter- 
cation between father and daughter on a trifling 
question, Gertrude took part with the former, 
when he stopt her, saying, * I really believe Bar- 
bara is right : I beg your pardon, my dear girl : 
— I confess you know more on the subject than 
I do : these young things,' added he, * are so ex- 
pert ! they have all their knowledge in their me- 
mories : such an advantage ! we old fools are quite 
in the back ground.' * Mr. Sterling,' said Ger- 
trude, ^ used to warn me against conceit on this 
point, by saying that our advantage is a deception: 
the knowledge of young persons, he said, is often 
merely the scaffolding to a building,— not needed, 
and consequently removed, when the edifice is 

finished.' ' 'Tis an ingenious thought,' said 

Mr; Reed; ' but still, if it be a scaftblding, I 

would: 
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would retain it. I have a great respect for ac- 
curacy ; and I am glad Barbara is so accurate : 
accuracy is a good thing, Barbara : do not be put 
out of conceit with it/ — ^True/ said Mrs* Le 
Sacje, smiling, * if it does not hinder the mind from 
extending itself: if it does, it is a sad pin-sticking 

quality.' 

* Aye, very well, my dfear good aunt,' said Mr. 
Reed ; * you and I shall not quarrel about pin-^ 
sticking ; but I shall always be an advocate for 

accuracy.' 

* These good cousins of mine,' said Miss Le 
Sage, when the party had broken up, * are posi- 
tively awed by their own child,' 

* Society,' said her step-mother, when the situ- 
ation of the family was the topic of conversation 
in the journey to town, * will be a pyramid on its 
point, in a very short time, if this fashion of pa- 
rental submission prevails ; and I am sorry to see 
and to say, that the mischief will not be confined 
to the higher classes : I have heard my bailiff and 
my gardener complain, that in their old age, their 
children, who had always had their own way, 
would do nothing for them in return for their cares/ 

* But,' said Miss Le Sage, ' I am afraid, like my 
good cousins, they must^ in justice, blame them- 
^ves. I am sure children brought up in habits 
of obedience would do better; but if they are not 
taught first to fear God, bow can they be expected 
to obey their parents? In Scotland, you remember, 
my dear mother, we used to see fathers going 
r^ularly to divine worshipwith their families : the 

young 
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young people were treated in a way to inspire 
that mixt sentiment of fear and love, which we 
call awe ; and I believe an ungrateful son or daugh- ' 
ter is not often to be found in Scotland : but if 
the men you speak of, were, — though not perhaps 
in the alehouse, — sidling at home when they 
ought to have been at church ; if they were/ brutal 
to their wives, or in any way departed from their 
duty, whether by violence or negligence, they had 
no right to expect striqt performances of that 
which they did not perform themselves ; and though 
it docs not acquit their children, it divides the 
blame. In our own rank in life, I despair of seeing 
filial piety again ; — children rule so entirely, either 
by their tempers or their supposed consequence, 
that they must be fools if they are not tyrants.' 

^ And I am sorry to say,' said Mrs. Le Sage^ 
* that in some instances where the contrary is at- 
tempted, the attempt is so aukwardly made, thai 
1 question whether a silent acquiescence in the 
first conquest, be not better prudence than risk- 
ing a battle. Mrs. Poignant, the other day when 
I called to take leave, led her daughter, a great 
girl of fourteen, into the room, with her shoes hung 
about her neck, which I found was her punish- 
ment for some negligence in her wear of them. 
When' she was sent away, I asked Mrs. Poignant 
if she did not fear taking off the edge of shame : 
it had not occurred to her recollection : she sent 
for her daughter, told her what I had said, took 
oif her symbols of disgrace, kissed her, bade her 
wipe her eyes, and advised her to be a good girl/ 

Gertrude 
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Gertrude reached her home in a state of perfect 
recovery ; and her regret at parting from her con- 
voying friends, was abated by their custom of 
spending the spring in London. The substitute 
whom Lady Luxmore had found, having tume4 
out a nuisance, she seemed well pleased to have 
again one who certainly gave no trouble ; and her 
health still needing attention, she felt safer when 
her former nurse was at hand. The first evening 
was spent in a recapitulation of what she had en- 
dured ; and her expressions were little ahort^ of joy 
at Gertrude's return. 



CHAP, 
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CHAPTER LXXVil. 

Sdd privations^ Wholesome advice, Msmoh of a literUrp 
wtmaiu Circulating librarians^ Want ofewptoy^ Want 
of money m A project. The project carried into effect* Thi 
project successful. The acme of misery, 

liiFE, M'ith Gertrude Aubrey, was now again re-' 
duced to a monotony which prevented all distinc-^ 
tion of its passages, except that which she derived 
from herself; and though she could find incessant 
employmeRt, much of the interest she felt in her 
occupations, was gone with him who had, from her 
infancy, so much increased them ; and she experi- 
enced that sort of ennui which results from making 
ourselves, eitlier by choice or necessity, the princi- 
pal object of our own endeavors. The winter 
was setting in with severity : her botanic^ friend 
was detained at a distance from London ; she had 
no means of continuing her lessons in music or 
drawing;' and the former seemed taken wholly out 
of her power ; for Lord Luxmore's promise had 
certainly, she thought, been repented of, or forgot- 
ten : it was not till some time after, that she knew 
how prudently the countess, on finding a very fine> 
instrument in the house, had referred to the front 
board, and by the direction it afforded, and the 
help of two chairmen, restored it to its owner. 
The occasional visits of Mrs. Anne Brittoi^ 

whicb 
2 
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which she had the goodness to resume, were Ger- 
trude's greatest consolation under her sad priva- 
tions. She convinced her, that with such subjects 
around her, her pencil might proceed. She bade her 
recollect that, after all which another can do for us, 
we must teach ourselves, and that the utmost which 
masters can communicate, amounts to little more 
than sfaortming our labor. In music, she shewed 
her that, though not practically, she might iinprpve 
herself in the theory of the art. ' In short,' said 
she, ' you must do like an angler in a bad day ; 
mend your tackling, and improve your patience ^.^ 

This 

* As this is the last occasion we shall have to meBtion 
thiis excellent wcmas, our earnest wish to attract to the 
imitation of goodness by real example, induces us to add 
to the traits of her character already presented to the rea-' 
der, by a few partieulars that will elucidate her worth; 
worth to which we were very early in life made sensible, 
and of whose loss the short period of one year has in no 
degree abated our perceptions. We have said that, in her 
instance, circumstances substituted for the common cares 
of childhood a mode of training not peculiarly accommo- 
dated {o the female character : how far an ordinary educa- 
tion would have suited her or influenced her, we can but 
guess ; but certainly if to live to a period of life that; for her 
flex, may he called advanced, insensible to the decays of na- 
ture, and exempt from all necessity of artificial resources : 
if to be sought, for the knowledge she possessed, if to be 
Ipved, for the temper with which she communicated that 
knowledge, are advantages to be derived from education^ 
tk.at education, whether bcBtoxoed or acquired, cannot be a 
bad one. 

Her character might have taken a different tuni, had her 
father permitted her to accept an offer made her in her 

youth 
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Thi^ was whotesome advice, and bestowed on 
ooe not dbpo$ed to noglect it. Gertrude followed 

It 

y«uth to enroll herself in the fantastic school of Ri« 
chardson, a temptation perhaps, at that lime, requiring her 
senee of filial obedience to resist it, but which subsequent 
observation tan^^t her to think well escaped, aa her mind, 
v/hen arrived at ita niaturit^r, proved of a much stronger 
character than was necessary for the pupils of 9, achool 
naerrly of sentiment ; and the obeisance required by the 
founder, would ill have suited her principles; for her truly 
classical attainments dispensed not with an iota of her mo^ 
ral aversion to corrupt images; attd w« will venture to^ say, 
that the extremely coarse painting of Richardson's novels 
never had, in any degree, her approbation. She could not 
have thought either the fountain or the channel pure^ wlien 
the stream was foul ; and that literary solecism, works of 
moral instruction, too indelicate to bear readjpg aloud, 
would never have arrested the attention of a woman, who 
was not only cautious of the wa^te, bot nice in the use of 
time. 

Had she been ostentatious even, in shewing that she was 
not miraculowly gifted, we mighl have been better able to 
present to our readers her powers and her means of acquir* 
ing knowledge, but she never egotized; and we know only 
that she read when others sl/?pt,. and availed herself of 
every opportunity of increasing tlip stores of her mind. I^ 
is certain that slie understood Prench, Italian, Spanisb| 
German, Latin, Greek, find Hebrew, so as to make thc| 
proper use of each of them : she had, in her early studies^ 
attained a considerable knowledge of the mathematics :. in 
painting and sculpture, her long residence out of Englandt 
had perfected a natural taste ; music ^be had cultivated ; 
and her general acquaintance with persons of various talentSi 
gave her conversation that scope which (hewed her informed 
on whatever could ejccite curiosity. In botany> mineralogy, 
and conchology, her knowledge made her the companion 

of 
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]t with the submission of an infant, and the zeal 
•f indigence : she hunted out in Mr. Sterling's li- 
brary 

of professorsy and her authority a tecnra reference. Sha 
had studied human nature with a philosophic eye, and fore* 
told, years before they occurred, tl)e events that have so 
contradicted the calculations on French politics. In the 
first attempts to restrain within the limits of therr owti ter* 
ritory, a people whom, we knew, not in their new character, 
she said, ' Believe me, you ai^ not acquainted with their 
scampering spirit:' and experienee certainly has proved that, 
however disguised under sembiauces that made them the 
jest of Europe, they are still the Gauls described by Caesar. 
To all these endowments and acquirements, Mrs. Britton 
added qualities of inestimable value, and of daily use. Her 
candor and integrity were conspicuous in all her opinion^, 
and in preventing the circumstance of her being of the 
church of Rome from forming any barrier between her and 
friends of a diffbretit commuuion. Sl>e wks one of that 
very small number of females who are capable of reasonmg 
largely and closely : in conversation on all subjects, she in* 
ferred fairly, she deduced clearly, and moderating het keen 
perception of good and evil, by the present state of the 
world, she formed a temperament of opinion which divested 
argument of all passion and prejudice. Be it remembered 
that she never, unless led to it, spoke on the subject of her 
profession of religion. 

Such was her diffidence, that, once being prevailed on to 
inform a literary friend by repeating the words of a hyma 
used in the church of which she was a member, she apolo* 
gised for any imperfection in her recitation, by saying sh^ 
had never before utteretl so many Latin words' together. 

Something shall, if it be in our power to prolong exist- 
ence, survive to keep this excellent woman in the memorf 
of her friends. Six lines, stoleu by committing them to 
writang after teca hsoriag, are ia ear fqmmmm^ The mo. 
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brary a treatise on thorough bass : she read the 
discourses of the first president of the Royal Aca- 

dem historian will know the fact which they record i and 
the last conplet gives their date : 

* When Genoa's duke had seen all France could boast, 
Louis eoquir'd what rais*d bis wonder most : 
Liguria's sage then answered with a sneer 

* hire ! 'tis to see a doge of Genoa here. ' 
But now the nation's acts make Europe ring : 
Behold a doge where reign'd a mighty king!' 

Wlien we have said that Mrs. Anne Britton continued to 
learU) long after that time of life when the idle hope it is too 
late; that she was a good oeconomist; that she built for her 
own residence^ and under her own inspection, a very hand- 
some house, forty miles from London ; and that she has af- 
forded^ what we belieye a single instance, the sale by auction 
of a lady's library and cabinet^ we have still left abundance 
of new material for any more regular biographer to gleau 
after us. We content ourselves with wishing her example 
in the relations of life, and her many virtues, may produce 
imitators^ and with recommending, on her authority, that 
really liberal style of education, which, perhaps^ is the 
cheapest in acquirement, but most invaluable in the pos- 
session ; an education which, at the same time that it in- 
creases the powers of the mind, diminishes the vexatious 
.alloy of human infirmity often experienced in the temper, — 
which made Mrs. Anne Britton smile at the common evils 
of life, and disposed her; when indigent genius, smarting un- 
.der the sense of ill requital, produced insuperable pride, 
and made starving an option, to communicate the comforts 
of her suiiicient income, and with a tenderness of touch that 
4 tTused balm over the indignant spiHt. 

' Dum juga montis «pes, . fluvios dum piscis amabit;*. 

• Dumque thymo pasceotur apes, duo) rore cicadas, 

•^ Semper hono8ftiomenqae4uum,laudesque,manebimt.' 

demy 
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demy with dieligbt; and through the medium of 
the best circulating-library, to which Lady Lux- 
more, like those who barter the gold of their soil 
for glass-beads, turning from the treasures at her 
hand, had resorted, she procured a sight of works 
designed for the ignorant, not one* of which she 
spurned, or read in vain *. 

* We.take this opportunity to givo it hint, with which th« 
disposition we have found in the world to tell us truth, fur- 
nishes us. Do young ladies know the stamp under which, 
their estimation passes, in that emporiut^i of small knowledge, 
a circulating library ? In that to which we have, for years, 
been in the habit of resorting^ we have found more good sense 
and principle than, perhaps, some of the subscribers look for; 
and the situation, in general, if of any elevation, affords a 
view of human nature that supplies the want of theory. If 
Lady Curiosa Venturous chuses to send her footman for the 
* Interesting Adulteresi,' ^ Illicit Attachments/ or, ' The 
Loves' of any thing but the Triangles, the young men in the 
shop, as well as her footmen, will laugh ; and the laugh will 
not raise her in- estimation: if she does more than this, and, 
in which daring, we do not chuse to describe her, she may 
he assured, if she sends to the best pfticr, the biook will be ' out, 
and not expected in, for a fortnight/ 

We think we hear the Juno-like Miss Paran^ount, withi be- 
coming disdain, cry out in her favorite language, ' Good God 
of Heaven ! is one to be subject to the opinions of one*s trades- 
men ?*— We profess our ignorance of any class of persons to 
whose judgment we are not subjected by eoming within the 
reach of their observation ; and were we to follow our Ger- 
trude farther than we propose, into the world, we could make 
a voluminous work, indeed ! of the pleasures, the advantages, 
the lessons of experience, the knowledge of her own species, 
which all owed their origin to this seemingly-trifling intro- 
duction to a place of tashiunable resort in a fashi<mable street 
of London. Human lite is made up of little romances, and 
St. Pierre's strawberry-plant is but one instance in many, of 
subjects that ramify too widely for common U9e« 

Still 
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Still the routine of Gertrude's day, which the 
visibly declining health of the countess restricted, to 
a degree that precluded nearly all society, left 
something of space that produced dissatisfaction : 
It was only part of her mind that was employed : 
she could do all she found to do, and more : she 
wanted the species of employment with which 
Mr. Sterling had furnished her : but where was 
it to be found ? The only substitute was an oc- 
casional letter to Mr Sydenham or Mrs. Brett, in 
which she could relate the little she had attempted^ 
in the hope of being bid to go on ; but the con* 
sciousness of her own disadvantages, the sense 
of her nothingness, a scrupulosity in giving trouble ' 
to those whom she knew to be fully employed, the 
chilling conviction of the restraint Lady Lux- 
more's supervision oi the corr spondence must be, 
and the incessant fear of some accidental relaxa- 
tion of caution, made the letters, on both sides, 
rare, brief and formal. 

To fill up this mental vacuum, she tried trans- 
lating from the languages she knew ; and if this 
had had any purpose^ it would have repaid her 
trouble ; but in French and Italian, it was waste 
of time, and in Latin she wanted' assistance. 

In this state was her mind, when, on a little 
deal- table on which she transacted many of her 
affairs, she one night found a dirty odd-looking 
square letter, clumsily folded, smeared with a 
scarlet wafer, und directed to her in the most ig- 
norant manner. Opening it, she found it from a 
poor woman at Luxmore, whose cottage had been 
the scene of much infant happiness to herself and 

Portargis^ 
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Poitargis. All- the trash and literature of a country 
cake-^hop, had been at their command ; aod the 
diil^ren of the family had not unfrequeatty been 
turned from their parents' hearth, to make tray 
for these ^ children of the wood ! ' 

What the letter bad to tell, was not news to 
Gertrude : Lady Luxinore had informed her of a 
ein^ilar application made to her, and tiie rebuff 
M'ith which she had met it. The establishment of 
a daughter, whom Gertrude remembm*ed in her 
cradle, in a business that might enable her to do 
much for the numerous younger children of the 
cottage, was the benefit represented as an excuse 
for the humble boldness ; and the means to do 
this, was the immediate advantage sought; but 
the sum wanted being, twenty guineas, it must 
have been asked in despair, had not the writer 
reckoned Miss now of age, and consequently sup- 
posed her to be rich ; for the good people of this 
country, commonly called the lower class, certainly 
have no idea that their superiors may be at years 
to inherit, and yet be heirs to notlung. 

The story was artlessly told ; extreme poverty 
was described as th$ present state of the family, 
and comparative affluence as a prospect which two 
years might verify. Lord Luxmore had been so 
kind to the father, under a severe sickness, that 
^hame forbade farther application : the girl was good 
and promising ; and a neighbor's son, whose means 
were insufficient of themselves, waited to see what 
could be done for Patty, and would wait the two 
years of her learning her business. 

Gertrude 
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Gertrude bad never experienced mortification 
like this : till now, however inconvenient and 
thwarting her want of money bald been, it was an 
evil felt only by small compulsions to recollection : 
she had, for some time, possessed the little means to 
little purposes ; but now the sum wanted was so 
enormous^ that no personal privations could suffice 
to raise it. Yet the end was so desirable ; the cir- 
cumstances were so interesting, and her feelings 
so stimulating, and so supported by her judgment, 
that in inactivity, at least of thought, she could not 

rest 

All the activity that she could use, seemed how- 
ever to avail nothing. ^ If I had any thing I could 
sell,' said she: ^ if there were any thing I could do, 
to get the money !' 

Her thoughts now turned to that as serviceable, 
ivhich before she had rejected because only amu- 
sing ; she knew that works in foreign languages 
were translated, and that translations were paid 
for ; and even if the pay was poor, she, who cared 
not how much labor she gave, might, at last, 
jBUCceed in amassing the sum wanted. 

She glowed with the thought. What should she 
undertake? * I know not/ said she, * what books 
have or have not been translated ; or what would 
succeed if I bestowed the trouble. She recollect- 
ed instances of ignorance that had betrayed into 
error, and rendered much labor vain : — she recol- 
lected G 's * Acide e Galatea,' and Johnson's 

discouragement ofGoldsmith's wish to visit Aleppo. 
^— ^ Just so,' thought she, ^ may / err — I may 

translate 
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translate something that is new to me, but old to 
every one else. Supposing I were to try if I could 
write something original ! I have done it for Mr. 
Sterling. I have written criticisms on literary sub- 
jects, and sometimes a little on morals and man- 
ners- if I could write a little tale with a meanin<y 
to it, it might please : at least, I think, I could do 
something not much worse than things I have lately 
read to Lady Luxmore. But what could I do to 
bring me twenty guineas ?' 

Farther rumination suggested, from the remem- 
brance of the * adventures of a halfpenny' in the Ad- 
venturer, an ostrich feather as a fertile subject 
* I could give,' said she to herself, * some account 
of the country from Mhich it comes, of the bird 
and its habits otlife. I could describe from what 
I have read and could read, the voyage of the ship 
in which it is imported : I could give memoirs of 
the passengers : I could then introduce my feather 
into company that would afford scope for charac- 
ter, and for the recommendation of virtue ; and if 
I got but fifteen or even ten guineas for it, I could 
forbear laying out any thing for myself perhaps 
long enough to spare the rest out of my allowance. 
And at all events I can but fail.' 

The first step towards this authorship, was the 
purchase of a quire of cheap paper ; but another 
thing was to be considered, on which she had made 
a less perfect calculation. — Lady Luxmore must 
not know how she was employed — at least the pur- 
pose must be a secret; — and as little was she in- 
clined to divulge any part of her project, where she 

could 
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could expect only a repetition of sarcasm : buthav^ 
ing once entered on her undertaking, she felt so ir-* 
resistibly drawn on, that small difficulties would 
not have deterred her. 

The incumbrance of the ostrich-feather had been 
dropt in the second morning : a plan of more sim** 
pie narrative had presented itself; and to the pro^ 
secution of this she sacrificed every thing but 
her attention to the countess, who, not very nice in 
her observation, was, by a little prudeiice, an Italian 
dictionary, and a volume of Tasso properly placed^ 
perfectly satisfied that Gertrude was ^ going on 
with her Italian.^ Nothing is so easy as to dupe 
the suspicious — their eyes are always in the wrong 
place; and Gertrude had only to remember how she 
bad been punished in iter youth, when she left any 
cS her implements behind her» to feel reminded of 
that which was become necessary to her own secu* 

Tity. 

Now it was that she called to mind, in all their 
force, Mr. Sterling s prophetic words, ' A time will 
come when you will thank me for making you work 
hard.' Her spirits were raised by her purpose, and 
the means of reaching it: — ^she never wanted so- 
ciety : she had always personages at her command ; 
and in this^ at least innocent, employment, she 
found a solace for all that was disagreeable around 
her : she wrote with the celerity of a hackney- wri- 
ter, yet not quick enough for the flow of her ideas, 
and in a few weeks she saw — Ot who can tell her 
pride and joy? — the rough-draught of a work, 
bulky enough to be printedL 

She 
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* She was now beginning to think how her labors 
tnight be introduced to publication ; and instructed 
by some of the fables of iEsop, she shunned the er- 
ror of having to prepare when she ought to be ia 
action : she therefore^ by billets, conveyed by the 
post and containing no revelation of herself, endea- 
vored to treat with some of the booksellers whose 
names and reputation <he knew; but all declined 
dealing with a lady who declared she would not 
reveal herself, even to her publisher ; and conceal- 
ment was a condition she could not give up. She 
Was beginning to despair, when she recollected one 
remaining chance, and she tried it. Here, to a cer- 
tain point, she succeeded : her letter was replied to 
liberally and politely: the reply hinted the impos- 
sibility of judging of an unseen work, but admitted, 
that if it resembled in style the introductory. letter, 
it must be worthy of attention. 

The lowly are soon encouraged. She worked 
harder ; and having completed her task,^ she sub- 
mitted her manuscript to thejudgment of him whom 
she hoped to engage as her publisher: — she allowed 
a week for consideration, and prepared her mind to 
receive her work agaiA at the end of that time. 
But, O! what rapture followed tlie suspense and 
misgiving of the infant-author! when, instead of her 
papers, she received twenty six guineas, witli a pro- 
mise of as much more at the time of publication ! 

Yet not all this success, and prospect of reward, 
^uld 'prevail on her to inform the countess of her 
attempt and its acceptance. There is in some per- 
sons a constringing power, which will notsuffl^r the 

hetrt 
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heart of any one to open to tbem ; and this property 
in Lady Luxmore, had, by dint of years and perse^ 
verance, so engraven itself on her features, that to 
have told her any thing, in the least connected with 
confidence, would have required the nerve of a gla- 
diator. 

It has been remarked by some contemplative 
observers of fact, in opposition to theoretical opi- 
nions, tliat whatever good sense and good temper 
may do in public }ife^ in that which is termed do- 
inestic, the weakest sense, and the worst temper 
take the lead» People of amiable worth, consider 
the trifles of life as not deserving of contention, and 
they give up; but to a petty prince, the tribute of 
flies is important ; and he carries fire and sword into 
the country that withholds it. Lady Luxmore^ 
without effort, was despotic : she had, early in her 
married connection, made her lord profess himself 
scarcely more afraid to meet a nameless potentate ; 
her uncle, who might have ruled a province, stood 
in awe of her ; and Gertrude, who had nothing cow- 
^dly about her, was completely afraid of her. 

With so much intimidation, she was spared the 
miserable feelings of hot and cold perplexity, which 
wait on * Shall I?' and * Shall I not?' and the chill 
imposed by cold reserve was blissful, compared to 
the probability of encountering anger. Yet would- 
^he sometimes say to herself, ' What is it I fe^r ? 
What harm can words do ?' 

Her first concern, on receiving the reward of her 
labors, was to convoy twenty guineas, some arti- 
cles of decent apparel, a prayer-book, copy-book, 

and 
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«ind spelling-dictionary^ to the mother of Patty : this 
was done, and she was placed in her new situation *• 

* That the girl did not make the best use of this advan- 
tage, was not to be imputed to any vitiating quality it bore 
with it. Gertrude's partiality to her bad no concern in what 
she had done, though the recollection of her as the first 
baby she had ever attempted to niirse-^and to nurse a child 
still continued'one of her greatest delights;— endeared to her 
that labor which was to serve her. A marriage, clandestine 
and immediate, on the strength of her having been put In t)ie 
way to obtain a maintenance at a distant perio'd of time, was 
her first imprudent step? on the conviction of his folly, the 
man who had married her^ enlisted for a soldier ; and beins 
amongst the troops ordered'ona foreign e^pediti^n, he 'took 
her with him, and exposed her to all the hardships atteodaDt' 
on a campaign in a bad country, aggravated^ by every possi* 
ble circumstance. On returning, and visiting her benefac* 
tress, some years after, she afforded a remarkable instance' 
of the scum-like disposition of female vanity to float over 
every other feeling, when she placed in. the foreground o£ 
distresses, enough to harrow up the soul, the necessity she- 
had been under of having her bead shaved in a fever, which 
as she emphatically remarked, ^ made one such a figure !'— 
The fact, fbr it is such, is too curious to bie omitted, though* 
here out of its place* 



/ 
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CHAPTER LXXVIII. 

Tie dtsa^pomiments of life. 4 fettered eorretpondtnce, A 
fxmmonk ciUasirofphe. An unlooked-for visitor. Jlfriendftfcom^. 
munication. An (ffered alliance. A temptaiimm The rt^. 
€eipi if a letter. An iptportani consequence^ A general 
connoi$«eur« A dcHcate palate. SomeirwdilefoF a dinner ^ 

Ik no one of her expectationiy either of stemg 
Ijftdy Elina de Ruse, or Mrs. and Miss Le Sage, or 
intte chance of Mr. Sydenham and Mrs. Brett s vi- 
siting London, was Gertrude fortunate. The 
former bad been attracted to Paris, and was, at this 
Imxif in effect a prisoner, at a distance from it; her 
nearer friends had been detained by illness in th^* 
country; and something regarding, eitherLord Lux- 
xoore^s health or spirits, seemed to attach the inha-^ 
bitants of Luxmore- rectory-house to their home. 
In all Mrs. Brett's and her brother's letters, there 
niras a measured caution, which, though, even to 
Gertrude's feelings, indisputably requisite, abated 
so much of the pleasure of the correspondence, that 
tears of disappointment generally wetted thesheetas 
she restored it to its folds : they told her nothing of 
that which she was most anxious to learn ; and dis* 
gusted when balked, she, perhaps fastidiously, d6- 
predated what they could tell. A violent quarrel be- 
tween Mrs. Yew and her protegee. Miss Fallow- 
' field. 
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field, whom she had kriown in her short residence 
at the rectory*house— -the subsequent death of the 
former, and a wish that a situation could be found 
for the latter, to save her from starving, did not 
strike her as they would have done, had they been 
circumstances ushered in by matters of nearer inte- 
rest ; and when Mrs« Brett related births^ deaths^ 
marriages, and removes, pettish Gertrude was ready 
to say, ' Pity she had not ^lent me an old newspaper/ 

But do not be pettish, dear followers of our Ger- 
trude: — if we have not what we ai*e looking 
for in this world, we have generally some aubstitute 
for the thing expected ; and this Gertrude found in 
the month of May,when, without any clue by which 
to guess at his place of existence, and inclined to 
suppose it the military academy, till the newspa* 
pers reported bis lordship's having set off for the 
continent ^on business of the last importances^ 
Lord Viscount Fortargis made his re-appearance. 
— We must account for this by telling more thaa 
he will tell. 

He told indeed that he had been abroad,^ and 
where and wherefore, and how wad how long; but 
he did not tell that his going was the consequence 
of a hint given to his father, of the persevering at* 
tachment of Sir Philip Lorimer, of the sum-total of 
monies borrowed by * that excellent young mau^ 
Mr. Reynardson, and of the extraordinary atten-» 
tions of Lady Caroline de Hautefort. — ^To the last 
of these, the ,eari probably would have made 
little objection, had it not been for tlie connection 
already made with Sir Philip, who was the object 
9 - of 
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of his implacable dislike ; but the intelligence came 
from a quarter that gave it importance; and a post- 
script to the communication, Saying that tlie line 
urith which Lady Caroline angled for the viscount, 
was said to carry a hook also for his friend Syl vac- 
uus, decided his lordship to take the most fatherly 
care of his son — for, as he said, * what comfort had 
he in the world, beside him, to look to ?' 

The source whence this warning came, shews * in 
a conspicuous point of view' the great advantages 
of foresight, and gives a gentle hint on the prudence 
of parents in making the superior concern of ' con- 
nections for their children,' their ground of choice 
amongst the distracting variety and equal claims of 
places of education. Lord Luxmore, who cer- 
tainly, since he entered on the world, of what he , 
justly called ^ politics,' had improved, if not in 
wisdom, in something that supplies the want of it, 
—had now cause to rejoice in having made the ap- 
parently trivial remove of his son from a public 
school, where, as it has been observed, * boys can^ 
not be always under the master's eye,' and ' no- 
thing is to be got but a heap of learned lumber,' to 
the more vigilant tuition of Abb6 Bonfront. The 
earl was not a man to interrupt, by caprice or ill- 
humor, or want of politeness, any friendship to 
which circumstances or accident had once intro- 
duced him; therefore that with Marquis Banner- 
man, who had first recommended the abb^ to his 
notice, remained in its pristine vigor; and a corres-* 
pondence which gave him now and then the lead in 
cdliversation, by putting him in the early possesi-' 
'.^ . sion 
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sion of probable events and embryo-measures, 
made it too valuable to be lost by neglect. Lord 
Portargis's, fellow-pupil at Abb6 Bonfront's, had in- 
deed, by living, and seeming likely to live, removed 
the expectations attached to the person of his sis- 
ter; and either a reckoning with his steward, or Oi 
motion in Parliament, had so disturbed the mar- 
quis's tranquillity, as to make him, like a good fa^ 
ther, look anxiously to the fate of his girU Had hif 
%m died, and all gone on well, he might probably 
have awaited overtures : — as he lived, and there 
were clouds in his horizon, he thought there could 
be no detriment ii) making an opening; and th6 con* 
fidence in which he lived on paper with .Lord 
Luxmore, induced him, by one and the same let- 
ter, to reveal all he knew from others of the pre-^ 
sent situation of the viscount, and to lament it as an 
obstacle to an alliance which would have been the 
comfort and pride of his old age. 

Roused by this stimulus, the earl determined 
to act promptly, and, without neglecting the sua^ 
viter to mak^ the fortiter its paramount con- 
sideration : he likewise turned in his mind the 
great advantage of acting * aboveboard,' and on 
the * broad basis' of mutual confidence. * To 
make a bridge for a flying enemy, even if of gold/ 
.was a diplomatic axiom never forgotten. —Gentle 
reader! what supposest thou the net-product of 
the siuivitery the fortiter ^ the aboveboard, broad 
basis and golden bridge?— Why^ to spare time and 
pains, he copied his friend's letter, concealing only 
the signature, and recommended for the desirable 

vox-. IV. d purpose^ 
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purpose, which he fully hinted, the * cutting all 
connections' by accepting for his son a call to 
the continent procured for the occasion, and for 
.which a liberal supply of money, and every indul- 
gence of tastes were to be promised. 

Lord Luxmore's letter had found its way to his 
son's hands, at his first quarters, to which the party 
had followed him, and just when the ladies had 
feft the dinner-table, and he had taken Lady Paula's 
diair as symposiarch of the freed festivity, Sir 
Philip had given a ' sentiment,' not very con- 
sistent, with his situation as husband to one of those 
whose departure it hailed and whose return it de- 
precated; and a very well bred chance-visitor from 
the neighborhood, had begged to be told, at the first 
moment^ of the arrival of his carriage; when the 
viscount asked permission, and removing a candle^ 
read his father's communication of things, some of 
which he himself had not known, and others that he 
had not divulged : the movements of his features 
had excited Sir Philip's attention or suspicion ; and 
a^ the region of all his wit lay equally near ta 
botii, the viscount was greeted on his return, with 
suppositions, neither very rare nor refined, that it 
was female eloquence which had changed the cast 
of his features. He stood the attack wonderfully^ 
considering how unfortified he was against ridicule : 
he asserted, on his honor, that the letter was from 
his father ; but disdaining, very properly, to give 
any farther satisfaction, where the last appeal of the 
aristocracy was not abundantly sufficient, he in- 
curred the inconvenience of having his arms pi^ 

nioned, 
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pioned, and his pocket picked, and the letter, as 
well as he could * make it out,' read by Sir Philip 
to the company. The violence would have beea 
relented, but for the address of Mr. Sylvanus Rey- 
nardson, who by now insisting, and now giving 
way,— by blaming severely the aggressors, and yet 
declaring his obligation to the accident that had in* 
formed him * how he stood' with the earl, — by re* 
garding the affront as alow joke, and Sir Philip as 
a man no one could call out, but to thrash,-— ap^ 
peased his lordship's cfaoler, and turned his attention 
from his father's ^ most impertinent and illiberal* 
reprehension, by advising the emancipating aiea« 
sure of marrying ' that capital woman. Lady Ca*- 
roline, with whom he now had flirted till her brb* 
tber Lord Waveney would probably interest him* 
self on the subject By this stroke alone, could he 
free himself from the shocking necessity of submit* 
ting to a marriage with that compound of rouge, 
steel stays, false hair, and affectation, Marquis 
Bannermah's lack-a.-daysical daughter; and after 
his union with Lady Caroline, who he could, on 
his honor, say bad condescended to distinguish 
hinij only as. the friend of the man on whom bet 
happiness, nay perhaps her life, depended, he 
might instantly, if he was prudent, obey his father, 
by accepting his offer, and be off for the continent 
in no time.' 

The advice was taken quickly and privately; 

ai\d the prospect of an agreeable excursion post^ 

poned his lordship's question, how be should 

^ broach the matter to the old gentleman,' and 

• <* 2 barmonisei 
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harmonised his incipient feelings of doubt and 
dismay. The bride and her party promised secrecy 
till his return, but longer delay their impatience 
could not brook ; and Lord Portargis, hunted as a 
Benedict, laughed at as ' a pretty boy,' * a good 
child,' and ' a dutiful son;' and goaded with 
something like reproach, was sent anew into the 
world, to find the means of telling his father, as 
his valet remarked to him, * what a pretty kettle of 
fish he had made of it/ 

His letters, while at a distance, bearing a con- 
struction of acquiescence, and breathing, as the 
earl observed, ' a spirit of freedom, which proved 
that his fetters were broken,' easily removed doubts 
not easy in the wear ; and Lord Luxmore thought 
himself safe in pursuing the same plan of cordial 
/raokness with his friend, that had, he thought, 
so well succeeded with his son. 

This was the state of the viscount's domestic 
arrangements, "when he presented himself to his 
mother : his arrival in town had not been long 
eoough to reprove him for want of attention : he 
had left his lady, to whom he bad been unked 
seven weeks, with her party at the bouse he had 
taken for them near his quarters ; and it, perhaps, 
required a. strict adherence t9 the mooosyUable 
system> and a vivid adoption of the most perfect 
egotism, to avoid betraying ideas and facts that 
were now growing equally familiar and disagree- 
, able to him ia the recollection* 

Gertrude was puzzled. To what to attribute 
the regard implied by a visit to hU another, she 

knew 
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knew not : certain she was, that love and respect 
h ad no share in it : his mode of behavior was en* 
tifely new, and so amusing, that she retracted all 
her usual attempts at influence, to afford it room 
for a display. She made every acknowledgment 
of his advantages, and gave him as much import- 
ance as a personage of second rank could confer. 
His mother, seeing no cause for treating him with 
more respect than heretofore, indulged in her 
apathies, and left him very much to Gertrude to 
entertain. 

His lordship was now a professed connoisseur : 
every thing he encountered in his own country, 
excited. his displeasufie : mankind were all knaves 
or fools : the government was not ^ worth a curse:' 
no one here knew ^how to dress a regiment, or send 
out an expedition : it w^as ^ the sole aim of mi- 
nisters to bury English soldiers in foreign coun- 
tries :' upon his lordship s soul * he had too much 
of this,' ' it was too bad ;' — * better shoot the poor 
devils at once at home : ' he had seen abroad, no- 
thing but superb fellows, superb countries, superb 
cities, superb women, superbly drest, superb thea- 
tres, perfect liberty, freedom from taxes, cheap liv- 
ing; every thing cheap, but charcoal and ragouts for 
the second table : ' upon his honor, 'you might 
live at Orleans for one third of what it cost in 
wretched England ! ' Bonaparte was ' the farthest 
possible removed from any thing tyrannical;' he 
was, on the contrary, * all mildness and humanity,' 
&nd ' quite right in calling us a nation of shop- 
keepers ; ' 'twas * our fault if we provoked him,' 

and 
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and we must * take the conseqaences ; ' for hs 
would certainly * be here before August,' and * it 
could not be doubted that he would be joined by 
every body who had seen him in Paris,' and it 
would * just serve those rascals, the ministry, 

n?ht :* — he had read Miss 's * Residence in 

France,' and he could * subscribe to the truth of 
every thing she said/ 

' 'Tis pity you came home,* said the countess, 
liot very improperly, * if you love the continent so 
much : I would have all those stay there \i ho like 
it ; nay, I would not let them leave iU I relish a 
little opposition to the ministry as well as any 
body ; but hang it, I dannot forget I am an En- 
glish woman ; and it would take some time to con- 
vince me, that Bonaparte is not a tyrant, or that 
he would find teh people to welcome him hither : 
—but it is almost my dinner-tfme : will you stay 
and diner' 

* Yes,' his lordship replied, * if you have got any 
thing 1 can eat ; but I must own I shall not relish 
How, one of Gatty's Brighton dinners, of fish at top, 
soup iti the middle, mutton or beef at the bottom ; 
two sides, four corners, a remove, and a tart and 
a little jelly. 

* Well,' said Lady Luxmore, * we'll see what 
we've got for you ' 

She went out of the room, and Gertrude im- 
proved the opportunity by saying, ' Now, dear 
good Portargis, do be satisfied : you cannot sup- 
pose your mother sets out a table of two courses 
&i]id a dessert for her and me ; tlierefore be content 

with 
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with our little table to day ; — do not put her out of 
temper ; it is CFuel to me : my spirits are not 
what they were, ^nd I have sonfietimes a task that 
does not need any addition.' 

Portargis was silent ; he looked full at her, 
•and exclaimed, * Good God ! wlmt a fool I hav« 
becnV 

Gertrude thought he* referred, to: his rattling ex» 
uberance of vivacity.-—* I am liof. s^o low,' said 
she, ^ as to dislike conversation ; but be kind to 
Lady Luxniore: I am sure she means to be kind to 
you-' 

After a pause, in which he fixed his eyes on her 
^0 intently that she could not raise her's; he 
again exclaimed, * Good heaven ! what a fool ! — 
1 wish, Gatty, I had not come : you do not know 
what I have done. — I came to say something Iq 
my mother ; but I cannot. 

Lady Luxmoi« came in. Portargis began to 
talk as before. Dinner came ; he was asked to 
take fish. 

* If you have any to spare^ said he; * but I 
iloubt it.' 

Gertrude crushed this irritating wit ; * What 
sauce will you take ? ' said she. 

' O ! I care not, he replied ; ' ' have you any 
sauce mattlot in the house ?' 

Lady Luxmore had just received, fresh from a 
remote part of the country, a footman * to, bring 
«p,' as it is called, * to her liand.' VZur,'.said the 
fustic Simon, ^ what did you ax for ?' , 

' Sir ? 
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^ Sir?' repeated the viscount, filling his cheeks 
lirith wind like a piping cherub, and as if he would 
have blown poor Simon out at the door- — ' I want 
a little sauce matilot.^ 

Lady Luxmore beginning to laugh, had ended 
in coughing : she could not speak. 
. Simon, as if he had now divined what Lord 
Portargis meant, replied with a significant wink of 
his eye^ and holding up his finger to the side of his 
tiose, * O ! yez, zur ; now I know what you mean, 
but they don't bake at our baker's till morning.' 

* Bake? bake what?' said Lord Portargis. 

Why, ot loaf, zur ; you said ot loaf : my lady 
and Miz sometimes az a thrup-penny one.' 

The viscount was convulsed with artificial laugh- 
ter : his mother was obliged to be cautious : Ger- 
trude wished to screen poor Simon. 
, ^ Well ! ' said Lord Portargis, * never mind.' 
Oah you find me a little sauce d la Russe^ or a 
little Vtnaigre au camp volant? De grace, man 
cher vicomte, said Gertrude, soyez content. De 
pareilles frandises ne paroissent jamais sur noire 
table.^ 

^ Pourquoi non? — Eh bien ! — Well, where do 
you buy your fish ? there used, I remember, to be 
two famous capital fishmongers just by here. 
Which do you deal at ? 

' We buyed thiz at the door, zur,' interposed 
Simon. 

' Take my plate,' said the viscount. 

Gertrude began to grow uneasy. Lady Lux- 
foore's cough grew worse. 

' What 
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^ What have you got here?' continued his lord, 
ship, raising the cover of a small side-disL-r 
' O ! the furies ! why you have not got veal,— 
I hope: I cant touch it, but in fricandeau^ 
larded delicately, and with sorrel sauce. I give 
you my honor, I'd as soon eat the top of my boot 
What have you beside ? Nothing ^ la braise f 

* For goodness' sake,' said the countess, * go 
somewhere else for a dinner. Where have you 
learned all this nicety ?' 

Turning to Simon, without heeding his mother, 
he went on, ' Go and ask the cook if she cannot 
make me a little dish of paktes by way of cntre^ 
mtts^ 

* Parrots?' repeated Simon, 'Lord! Zur we don't 
eat 'em here. Where can you be comed from?— • 
Sure you've been in foreign parts !' 

* Patience, patience,' cried his lordship to him- 
self. ' Can you take this one-pound note, and 
step over to my friend Lavie, and bring me two 
or three of his little corner-dishes: I shall be 
starved here/ 

' I dunna know where your liOvcy lives, Zur/ 
' Go into St. James's street,' said Portargis, in a 
fury : ' do you know that ? blockhead/ 
' No, Zur, I dunna know that blockhead/ 

* I shall lose my senses,' replied the viscount, 
dashing his hand against his forehead, as if sup- 
posing they were there. 

He rose from table, and went himself on his 
worthy search for food : his mother seemed almost 
inclined to refuse him a re-admission ; but Ger- 

trude 
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tfad6 saying it would be curious to see his pur- 
cbfiuie, she calmed. The ladies finished their meal: 
tiie plates were restored to their situation at the 
fire;- and Lord Pdrtafgis returned, followed up 
tti the table, by a lad in the costume of a kitchen, 
iprith a small tray of select niceties. As his lord- 
ship set thenfi in their places, he called the attention 
of the ladies, in the terms, ' Do but look !' — * only 
look!'—' Did you ever see such beauties?' — ' I 
want now only a toast treffitpL Let me see your 
cook*' 

He gave his orders ift terms that first taught 
Gertrude there could be skill in holding a piece of 
bread to the fire ; and having dismissed this con* 
tern, he divided his cares between his plate and 
bis dishes, which he was anxious to have kept hot^ 
and served in a climax of flavors. At some diffi* 
culty to perfect his scheme, he asked his mother if 
she had -not a * rotisseur au boudoir' On her 
giving him an indignant ' No,' he began an elabo- 
rate description of this ingenious piece of mecha- 
nism, getting out a word or two between the con^ 
trary and more important motions of his mouth. 
He finiirhed gracelois^^ and still finding fault. 

There 

* We catch even at a word, wli«n we can hang to it at| 
admonition. If none but the inconsiderate dined graceUsSj 
we would be silent : lifeless forms we detest : we do not 
pray to our Maker for our friends when sneezing: we only 
fepw to those who ask us to take wine : in short we yield to 
all innocent changes of fashion ; but having an aversioa to 
t,\\ symptoms of iil^breeding, we neither sit down to table, 

nor 
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There was half a line of Milton's that would wigIh 
edly pop up to Gertrude's remembrance and lips j 
but it went no farther. 

The wine was brought: again an embassy. Lady 
Luxmore's cellar produced nothing his lordshij^ 
could drink : he preferred even the chance of a tur«* 
bid bottle to the liquor set before him. Lady 
Luxmore seamed either benumbed or resolved to 
endure to the uttermost. Gertrude was amused 
and disgusted at all this acquired folly. She some* 
times doubted \\'hether he could be in earnest ; but 
that point was soon settled, and the matter, iii 
^sftme i^etasuriB, explained by his acknowledging, 
with far more gratitude than his dinner had called 
forth, his obligations to Sir Philip Lorimer for 
having ^ takeri pains with him' before he weat 
abroad: he spoke of his culinary science, as whAt 
he had always ambitioned as his comfort, his re* 
commendation, his passport in his travels : it seem- 
ed to have made him universally a friend aAd a 
favorite. Instead of the atchievenK^hts of Othello, 
he told of disasters to Perigord pies, of the dan^ 
of being reduced to * roast or boiled/ of the Iwiir* 

m 
\ 

nor rise from it, unmindful of Him who spreads it; and we 
regret when it is our lot to witness the omission. Yet, for 
the comfort of those not thus nurtured, we wiU con- 
fess we have heard of a dinner >^ith t'lVo chaplains, and 
no grace. On the contrary, amongst better-bred per- 
sons ' of elevated rank, w6 have observed that all the 8^» 
vants waiting, paused in iheir movements, while the head 
of the family performed this act of decency. 

breadth 
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breadth ' scape' of a chest of prime sauces, and 
all this in a style as vehement and impressive, as 
if he had detailed the battle of Talavera or the 
defence of Saragossa. His woes, however, had 
found mitigations ; for he had two excellent good 
fellows, who made a point of having every thing 
for him in the best style which, considering how 
one is inconvenienced^ annoyed^ and 7*ecoiled on 
the road, when travelling only with a valet, was a 
great satisfaction ; and on this account, he always 
advocated travelling ' with a select' suite, as ^ he 
was obliged by his public capacity to do. ' 

The countess had fallen asleep : Gertrude dis- 
guised not her opinion. ' Our jeasts^ said she, 
^ at four years old, when you and I were at Lux- 
more, were more excusable. But do let us talk 
of something better than eating, dear Portargis, 
I have a thousand questions to ask you.' 

' Let us have a game at chess/ said he : ^ I can- 
not talk.' 

Willing to humor him, she fetched the chess- 
board. ' I suppose,' said she, ' you will beat me 
now ; you are improved, I dare say.' 

* Yes,' he replied, * I have played a great deal. 
I have settled my game so as not to depend on 

' my antagonist's move.* 

* Then you always lead, I suppose.' 

* That's a matter of ipdifference. You take 
black, I suppose: always black to shew a. fair 
hand. ' 

' This from you^ Portargis ! how have you learn- 

e4 



THE COUNTESS AND GERTRUDE^ 237 

ed to be so i^ery fine? Has Sir Philip taught you 
, thatf 

' No, faith, that's quite out of his line/ 

* Where is he now ? Where's Lady Paula?' 

* Is it my move ? I must think.' 

^ Yes ; it's your move ; but why do you not an- 
swer me ?' 

* Upon my honor, I must mind my. game. You 
are improved, I perceive.' 

She was now convinced that he declined an- 
swering: she, therefore, spoke no more, but of 
the game : he played with les6 discretion than ever; 
and having concluded hastily, he waked his mo- 
ther to bid her good evening, and returning to her 
question, when she should see him again, an in- 
decisive answer, he went away. 

Why he had behaved so oddly, and why he had 
s6 avoided questions, excited curiosity in Ger- 
trude's mind. His mother seemed to see in his 
conduct, nothing but what she considered as the 
completion of her prophecy : his father had ru- 
ined him, * as she had foretold he would,' was the 
sum total of her observations; and she seemed to 
derive a very mitigating, and almost comforting 
satisfaction from the conviction that ^ though he 
was,' to use her own phrase, * ruined soul and 
body, it was his father's doing, and she had said 

it would be so.' 

The countess's ideas were not vivid or new 

enough to disturb the train of Gertrude's deduc- 
tions. 
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^ons, which at last led her veiy sear Uie truth : 
she was persuaded that he was enthralled by Lady 
Caroline^ and beyond the power of extrication ; 
but she did not suspect that he was absolutely 
married. 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER LXXIX. 

A confession, Matj'imonial embarrassments, Uumeriied re* 
proaches. J vindication, A great secret revealed. Doing 
all in one's pouter. The requital. 

The next morning cleared up all her doubts, and 
more than confirmed her suspicions. Before Lady 
Luxmore was stirring, and while Gertrude was 
making advantage of her quiet, Lord Portargis, 
who had found the house-door open, entered the 
room, in manifest perturbation of spirits ; he shut 
Ihe door with caution, and one moment congratu" 
lating himself on findmg her alone, and the next 
execrating his own unexplained folly, hnlf stupi- 
fied and half wild, he, at last, bolted out two con- 
fessions, the one that he had married Lady Caro- 
line Detfautefort; the other that, except by twenty- 
four hours, his repentance was of the same date 
with the deed. 

From broken sentences elucidated by extraneous 
ejaculations, she found that he had been nearly 
passive in the arrangement; that Lady Carolitie 
had never greatly interested him, and that he had 
acceded to the plan, more beicause he could bring 
forward no objection against it, and because he .was 
assured it would shew his father his independence^ 
than because be wished its completion. Lady Ca- 
roline, 
3 
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roline, as he observed in his own defence, at the 
time he was most exposing himself, was * a very fa- 
shionable girl:' there was * good style about her,' 
and * the rank and connection were good;' but * it 
was impossible to say how things would turn out: 
she had not a penny, and he found was very much 
in debt; and he wished to God, he had just had 
somebody to advise him, before he had tied himself 
up by the neck for life.' 

Gertrude listened in silent astonishment; and 
it required her self command to veil the despair 
with which all her interest for the companion of 
her childhood, was, at this moment, accompanied. 
When he paused, as if expecting sympathy in feel- 
ings he had not yet explained, she tried to make 
hira recollect that there was no ground to suppose 
his father would be offended at the match. In 
speaking of Lady Caroline, she ascribed to her 
every merit she could recollect She could not, 
indeed, say much, on her own experience, for her 
condescension, her politeness, or even her good na- 
ture; but then she was herself so peculiarly cir* 
cumstanced ; her situation was so undefined : she 
was so totally out of all rank and responsibility, 
that she could suppose excuses for much that was 
unpleasant to her feelings. Lady Caroline had, ^ 
to be sure, now and then taken a pattern from her 
dress : she had enquired who made her bonnet or 
her mantle, and when answered by that translation 
of * opus exegi,' * I made it myself,' she would 
remark, with infinite good-breeding, and an em- 
phasis not to be misunderstood, how useful it was 

'to 
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... . . , . . 

* to be obligecT to do such things. The remark 
^as iiever lost Gertrude's endurance was qot 
obtuseness : she replied, * Yes, it makes oiie, iii 
that point, independent;' and Lady Caroline 
Bneered acquiescence, and turned to the next per- 
son. ' 

These traits, abstractedly taken, did not give a 
licenbefdr unbounded praise, yet much remained 
to commend. Lady Caroline's height ^ Lady Ca- 
ix)lrae's disposition of her hair^ her compkxiony 
and Ebany circumstances, down to the setting of 
her glass, had been admired at Brighton, till those 
within hearing, however stupid, might learn that 
they were to be admired: then she had had afa" 
mous shawl: she played the harp to advantage: 
she had introduced a new step : a country-dance- 
tune bore her name : she had painted d pair of 
hand-screens for Lady Luxmore, and had shewn a 
pattern of a Turkish footstool^ procured from our 
ambassador's hotel at Pera. 

But though, on the part of Gertrude, every indi- 
catfon of an "unfavorable opinion was most chari- 
tably sopprest, and every thing animating or even 
flattering, was brought forward in the fairest point 
6{ view, and the lord viscount Portargis was not 
supremely gifted with intellectual discrimination, 
not all this host of merits availed to calm his mind, 
or to reconcile him to himself. He had lived, little 
more thail ten days, with his bride ; and it required 
not a very calculating head to predict what, if such 
were his ennui now, his feelings would be, at the 
end of a year. The suggestion of his father's pro- 

• VOL.' IV. R bable 
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bable approbation, could do Uttlie to cop$pl^ iu^ 
for the cootraiy would have done notbiog tp 19^ 
pidate him :-<-' It is not that,' 9aid bf, ' t)mt | 
care about: the thing that ve^e? ine is^ that IjSf 
Tve beeo a fool and a dupe. Lorimer was an:e$tr 
ed the yery day we were married ; he's a mere h}i^^ 
ble ; and Lady Paula is ready to baog herself. I 
meant to We kept our affair f^ecrjet, till I ^q\j]^ 
get leave of absence long ^ough to ggt tp I^ift- 
more, where I find my father is pokipg hinijBelf ^p 
like an old hermit ; but we are all so bard run, 
they won t let me alppe ; and now I have joiofsd tfaf 
r^ment again, I must not be >way.' 

* But where are Lady Paula and Sir Philip?' 

* O ! they are vith us/ — ' But whpre ?'— * Why, 
just by Canterbury : t^ey did not like hfing ip the 
town. We haye cot a most eypjensiyfe cnpicmpus, 
monstrous house. Reypardson i? with iw toa: 1^ 
took it for us ; and we have a niejce oi Sir Philip'5, 
at least he calls her his niece, and tbpy t^lf of 
having Lady Waveney, and Waveney hini^elf, 
down, and a whole lot of pepplp; ahd lyje bave^^ 
the Lord know3 how many, servants and hprscs ; 
and I find nothing has been paid for in my ab- 
sence. I can't stand it — it's impossible. I was 
reckoning up last night what the house stands 

me in.' 

Gertrude shook her bead. 

* Come Gatty,' said his lordship, ' do not yoti 
reproach me. I know I have been a very gjre^t 
fool ; but you don't know all yet ; and, by Jupiter, 
you shall know it now. I have positively be^n 

obliged 
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obliged to bail the debt JLbrimer was arrested for ; 
*and Caroline thinks it would be better to give them 
jsomething to go on with again, and let them go: 
then we could shut up half the house, and do with 
fewer servants. I thought, at first, she was right, 
and so did Reynardson; but afterwa,rds I begao 
to consider ; and I suspect this is only a beginning; 
and that Lady Paula sets her sister on to ask me 
for money. Now if so, you see, I have married., 
as one may say, the whole family ; and this I cer* 
l^inly did not mean to do; for they are all, I un- 
ilerstand, as poor as rats, and, I am sure, as proud 
as Lucifer, for they seem to think, somehow, ]^hat 
they, have done me a favor ; and I can't see how : 
they are always talking of their Irish kings, and 
^onsense; and what good does it all do?— I'm sure 
jf they had not hunted after me, X should never 
.have run after them ; but there was such a piece 
pf wQfk all the while we were at Brighton 1 nevc^ 
easy without me ! it was Por^ar^p here, and Por* 
j^argis there from morning till night, you know ; and 
you recollect how she used always to make m? 
carry her pocket handkerchief*. Now, I thought 

in 

* Perhi^s, and we ^Uh it may prove lo, before tbit 
work meets the public eye, one of the most disgusting 
fashions that folly ever introduced, may be cousignc^d to its 
proper oblivion. Would it be credited by dece?it peopU^ 
that English ladies reduce thlfroselves to the necessity c^ 
inrdering a gjentleman to carry their handkerchief and'i^e^ 
ging the use of it when waB|»4 ifor its proper purpose ?^ 
and that it rMMfins in the custody of thf' owner no longer 
than whilv ti. iaib wa^ilfd ! 1 *«-**^It is loo indelicate to bk, 

AS d^SQribed; 
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in this dilemina, I would try what being a' little 
civil to my mother might do : it is not, indeed'^ 
very usual- with me; but I thought, you know, the 
•novelty might .get a little cash out of her, just to 
go on with ; and I don't care to go back without 
at least a prospect; for Caroline, though she is 
-certainly a very superior woman, even her sister 
owns, she is not the sweetest temper in the world ; 
Jbut that's a thkig nobody can find out till 'tis too 
late. I hoped my father might have been in town'. 
I can't conceive what the deuce he's doing at this 
time of year, down at Luxmore: why the country 
is a desert now. I met a fellow yesterday, who 
said his father had been down to stay a few days 
•with him, and he never saw a man so altered : 
they say you would hardly know the place, it is 
so improved; and he's rebuilding farm-houses, and 
sticking up cottages, and throwing away a mon- 
strous deal of money. I hope there's no she-fa- 
vOrite at the bottom of it.' 

* She-favorites, such as you mean,' interrupted 
Gertrude, * do not usually build farm-houses or 
cottages.' 

* Well ! I can't understand it; but I hear he's 
so popular ; and quite grave.; but somehow, they 
talk of his calling himself , a happy man. .I'm sure 
«■ ■ • » 

described ; aiid the insolen(:e with wliich we have seen the 
t>f!ice conferred, and the ftuthorityiUaed,. is almost as offen- 
sive. We will not hear a word abQut * the ioifxossibilUjr of 
ii^juring our outline.by int:uinbraiK>9s:' a cambric handker* 
chief inay be carried ^ajbout us without betraying itaelf or 
.disgracing us.. . , . . . .• , 

N I wonder 
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I wonder how he can be ^o — for this world s enough; 
to mfeke any man hang himself. But as I was say-* 
ing, I dare as soon eat my fingers as go back with- 
out something to stop the mouths of those rascals 
the tradesmen.— But yet, I find I XQmiot speak to 
my mother;— rif I resolve. ever so well, before I se.e 
her, tliat moment that she comes across me, I lurn 
savage.— O! Gatty! Gatty! I see what I have' 
done — ^you need not tell me ; but it is all your 
fault — Why did not you behave differently?— If 
you had . done half that Caroline has dpne, we 
should have been* happy — but yo^u never took any . 
pains— not youl 

ft - 
■ • , , 

Gertrude was dumb — his lordship's countenance - 
was interrogatoiy — still she "was silent — his coun- 
tenance began to assume— lie was going to proceed 
-s-she stopt him ; 

. * Believe me, dear Portargis, you have not in the^ 
world a more anxious, or more sincere frielnd thaa* 
myself.. I thbjcj miy say; I have never varied; ^ 
and if any J;hii3g,but an humble wish to do my duty, - 
aji4 R resolutipij not to make myself miserable by . 
my own folly, has guided me, it is wjthout my 
knowledge. You cannot suppose your regard could 
ever be unimportant to me, or that theextraordinary 
elevation that seemed offered to me in the con-s 
nection, cpuld be matter of indiflference to one in my 
situation ; bat had that situation been still more 
dependent, still lower, not merely half what Lady 
C«^roline did to win you, but not on^ particle of 
wjjat slje thought right, could I have stopped to— ^I 

beg 



i4S TH£ CCmfTZBS AlfP atftTRUtTE. 

beg your pardon—*! should i^y have adopted^ if 
might suit /ter rank-»-it would have degraded me^ 
'•-You had your choice in all you did— it was not 
ibr me to dictate your conduct ; and when I saw 
you capricious, I had only to sink below the reach 
df your caprice. In one point alone did I venture 
to think for myself i — I resolved never to lead you 
into an act of which you could repent. You did not 
kiiQW what would make you happy ; and if would 
have h^en presumption in me to have fancied I 
could tell you. I endeavored to aqt by the light of 
my reason, and the guidance of my conscience^ and 
^t least you must say, I was not selfish. — It was not 
/ who departed from you, I saw you repented 
yoi|F precipitancy, and wished to retract. 

^ Well ! you might be right as to yourself^hvi^ 
you might so easily have recalled me !' 

* God forgive me, Portargis, if my pride is cul- 
pable, but something, sure, is dqe to (he decency of 
the female character ; and my spirit prompts me to 
say I can go to my grave, thankful for what Heaven 
has bestowed on m^ even if I never iparry^ and* 
suffer from the want of protection ; but the mau 
I do mt^rry, must never, neveri want reci^lling/ 

* You were always singular ~and your having 
lived so Qut qf the world, is a great disad^ 
vantage, certainly — one ought to mak^ allqwatices 
—but I think your path is pretty pl^in just now. — 
ril lay a hundred guinec^s to five, tjbat yQu are my 
mother-in-lfi^w iq eighteen months.' 

* What am 1 to take Lady Waveney's place?" 
said Gertrude laughing. 



' NOy nonsense ! I ihean step^mother— -you 
know what I mean — rremeiinber what you U5ed to 
say: 

* Well,' satid she, * as yoti cannot bear contra- 
diction just nowy yon niust take it for granted ; and 

then I shall certainly revive ^ the Lady Isabella's \ 

tragedy;' and aS yonr. father has not' a daughter^ 
makef et pie of your wii^.' 

' I believe I should by that tin^e thank you/ re- 
plied hfs Icmlsttiip ibtto 'voce, ' but don't trifle, 
Gatty, when I am on the rack.' 

:* I certainly will not be serious when you talk 
sueh preposterous nonsense. — If I do not laugh, I 
mustiscold/ 

* ^ Wen ! aH I have tb say is, that, though you 
may thiiik yourself very right just now, you may 
repent youSr preciseness.' 

^ I titever can/ she answered firmly. * When 
we have done what appears to us, after fair consi- 
deratioiy, to be right/ we must abide the conse- 
<}uence-4-aiid there may be consiequences to doing 
right, as well as to doing wrong, which it requires 
fortitude to abide. — You may wound my heart, but 
not my conscience, Portargis/ 

/But you.talk of fair consideration :— if your re- 
^rd for me had been, what I may say it ought to 
have been, you woukl never have thought of fair 
colisiqeration.' 

* Of this I cannot presume to judge ; but yet I 
should very much suspect that a regard which will 
not bfear a fair consideration, is very little worth 
our having—at least, I am sure / could not feel 

7 grateful 
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grateful for such a regard, were it ever so violent : 
it is building without a foundation ; and the higher 
the building, the greater the danger.* 

* You are so very wise--so vastly philosophical f 
r-Upon my soul, I don't believe you have any idea . 
what it is to be in love, ' . ii 

* You will make me angry, Lord Portargis* 
Had I been your wife, my lord, you would have 
found that, if I did not know what it is ta be in Iwe^, 
I could have learnt what it is to kwe. Neither 
prosperity nor adversity— neither your prudence 
iipr imprudence — neither your kindness nor un- 
kindness — your frown or your smile, would have 
shaken the duty and affection of my heart, once 
consecrated to you. I would have borne, I would 
have soothed your starts of temper; — I would have 
saved you, at any .sacrifice of my own happiness 
and comfort, from every suffering that my influence 
could avert : — I would have followed you throu^ 
every misery; — Ishould.have shrunk .from a parti* 
cipation in nothing but guilt. Till you had forced 
n^etosay . 

• 

^ J cannot love the man I cannot honor,' 


\ 

you would halve found me, I will venture to assert 
more valuable to you than if I had acted as yoii 
suppose you would have wished.— And if I had, my 
lord, professed myself ever so deeply in love — what 
would you now think — what would you now not 
$ay of foolish Gatty Aubrey ?— ^whai would your 
wife, what would her sister — what would; even the 
man whom you despise, Sir Philip, tell you of Gatty 

^ubrey? 
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Aubrey ? that she was your mother's dependent—? 
scarcely abgve the rank of b^r servant — that she 
dared to love you— and was fitly requited for her 
daring*— O! Lord Portargis! — 1 can submit to be 
poor — nay, to be dependent ; but I cunp^t submit 
tp be scorned,' 

His lordship wdlked to the window ; he bit his 
lip ; he took out his handkerchief^ while Gertrude^ 
exhausted, threw herself on a chair, and panted 
with her agitation. 

Lord Portargis recovered courage ;— it was not, 
a time, indeed, to be a coward. 

* All I say,' resumed he, ' is, that if I had ever 
sjeen in you any thing like love for mie, X should not 
bave done as I have/ 

* You deceive yourself : you would have don6 
precisely as you have done, even had 1 followed 
you ^ith tears/ ^ 

* Tis impossible, Gatty. Confess at oncef, that 
you never cared for me/ 

* So far am 1 from confessing it, that I wouldi 
^eny it, as long as I live. Consider, Portargis, I 
have had no conjidantts^ no fri^ds to whom \ cpuld 
ever tell what have been my thought?: I have, 
tjierefore no one to bear witness for pae : I can only 
appeal to your knowledge of nay veracity, and ^ay, 
that ,bad I not been too humble to presume, an4. 
you too capricious to justify my presumption, myi 
lyhole heart, and all its affections, had been yours ; 
we have loved each other from our cradle; and if I 
fiaye ^ny merit, it is that 1 never suffered that Ipy^ 

tQ 
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to MdWUM fyfg^t dM W^ttif f6 Wbidi ybtt t(^ 
tfMititM. Wte it tbf rke to sdy, ' many me ^MM 
Ms tf bfeggair ;' wbett yotibad yonr choice of wealth, 
ifikt rank, aild beauty ? and how could I have es- 
^ttptdi ybor mothers displeasure, had she otot seen 
that her son had nothing to fear from the aits of 
her dependent ? If I was not as much elated as 
yoti jpi^pected, when your father approved our mar^ 
rfaige, it was my prophetic spirit that chilled me. 
I ttsiked myself what would my path be, even if you 
did not change your mind, with one whose happr- 
Aeis seemed bdlt on trifles, the value of which I 
could not understand. How", I asked, was I to iMak^' 
your hom^ pleasant, when every hdur shewed you 
4ta loss foi^ the means of passing the next? hoW^ 
was. I to recommend myself to you, when I saw 
ttrsEl the young womett of your acquaintance gained 
fmt fiivor in plroportion as they had qualities and' 
tastes which I have not nor ever could wish to ac- 
^rnile ? but all these risks, I wodd chearfuUy have 
incurred, to have seen you, in the course df years, as 
i^fifeetable, and as happy a^ I wished you/ 

' All thik consideration convinces me^ that 
^bii^ y60 might be my fiiend, yod* dtifn't knotr 
What li is to be in love/ 

• Atttwtei^ me a question, Portargis? What 
wiDOld you <iall ahy woioWs regard ibryoti; if ybb 
)bew that she satrificed ano&er attachment to be* 
cbflie your wife — that she would-not sufTet* Kti-^lf 
t6 suppose she could be happier widi another t'ha'd' 
With you, because yOXir happiness Wal^ delffei'f6*h6r 

than' that of atty one ^Iser* 

* Why 



« Why I shoulxl sffty, to bes^re, Wat?tii»^MS 
love than any body hcUi d right to ^j^pect' 

* Wo^ld yoii doubt the sihcerilj)^ of ffiat I6ve t 
' It would be impodsible/ 

* Then, Portargis, this is ^i praisS^ I dftunS :-^ 
^tiier^ exists in the world o*Ae whom I bdiete <fiji 
only man I could marry in perfect confidence-^il 
man fbt- whose love I should bb proud i6 feel 
grateful— a man, for whose society I ^duld ondc^r- 
go any thing ; — yet I would, had you bbth s^tood 
before me, and allowed me my ebdiccf, I wbiild 
have chosen you^ had you only conf ihded in^ tiiatit 
concerned your happiness/ . 

*Ah ! so you fancy. — I know the man you HitatAi 
it*s Can', I know ; — I heard my mottier tett ^me« 
hbdy thfe whole story : I always thoifght yoA W^M 
fbnd of him ; but I thought it was fXi btoke dS. f 
beard, die other day, he was goltlg io nU^ & w8^' 
Ifian.wifh an immense foftiin^/ 

M 

. O! with what impunity the ihcdnsitliirafe'^ di^^ 
wound ! Gertrude was recovered frohi hdif irt*ita- 
tion ahd restored to her senses, by tBis ^dbl, tfds 
mbrtMying, this cruel reception- of htfr iebhfidciiicd 
^ Now,' thought she, * if the care of our own &^«^ 
pltfe^ is 4 matter of duty, I stand acquitted:— ^li^Hat 
(C6bld I expect ftbm orie who &1J& hb ifttkil«st iti^ 
l&«y thing but as it concerns hiUyeff, and whd'ci^ii^ 
si^ me bumblb myscflf to cb6vitice him 6f hik 
p8^er, without offering 6iie*6rd bf iSoxftcfliition •/ 
She had been dravhi, by hfef zlsal tb cbhVihcb 
IiOrd Portargis of bis injustice, beyond tfie bdtiridigr 
»{ her (Uscretiop ; that bad escaped her lips liow; 

which 
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which had never before wandered from the deepest 
recess of her heart; and she felt much obliged to 
his lordship's erroneous guess, for her power of 
retreating. — ^ We had better think what is to be 
done,' said she ; ^ for Lady Luxruore will be here 
soon now : — had you not better make a friend of 
her?' 

' O ! no, ho ; she can be a friend to no one ; 
I have been thinking of writing to my father; but 
I don't know how to set about it. 

* What can be the difficulty ? ' 

' I tried two or three times last night, after 
LorimeFs attorney left me; but I could not please 
myself.' ; 

^ Surely nothing more is necessary than to^ tell 
Lord Luxmore the substanc^e of what you have 
told me. Don't be offended ; but really I have, 
np patience w ith people who can talk for half ^q 
hour together, anil yet never know what to s^y oik, 
paper : — one would think writing a science.' 

* Why so V is,, to a fool.' % . : 

. ' You cannot be accused of vanity,' said she, 
endeavoring to smile ; ^ but you are no fool, For- 

J ' I feel, just now, confoundedly like one. I can't . 
say I am afraid of my father, por that 1 care much • 
about him ; but money I muait have, and then 
there is something so cursed ^illy in sitting down 
to tell a foolisli thing.--- Yet he must. know it» for 
we can't keep secret long ; and then, perhaps, it 
will be worse; beside, thei^ people ht^y^ np pa- 
tience.' 
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* You had better be ingenuous: But what ar- 
taugetnents have youinade for Sir Philip?* 

^O! none upon earth : — there's a whole lot of 
rabble to be with me at eleven ; it's half past nine 
now, by Jupiter : I must not sta)', or I shall get 
ih a^in with my mother : you must make my 
excuse. — But about writing to my father. — Would 
you do it in my place?' 

* Yes, certainly.' 

* Well then, do tell me what to say : it needs 
not be much, I suppose.' 

O ! no : — the less the better, you will think, I 
dare say : but if it were my case, I should leave 
nothing to be told : I would say it all at once.* 
• ^J^b;'I had rather give hi ma hint— Can't 
you write something for me with this pencil on the 
back of this letter ?-^here's room; enough i- — try/ 

Gertrude obeyed : — sh^ wrote : 

* My father, 

^ I am grieved to say that I have placed 
myself in the midst of circumstances most despe- 
rately distressing, yet scarcely entitled to yoiir pity. 
I am prepared to confess the whole, if you com- 
mand me. One comfort, however, I find in my 
wretched anxiety : it is, that the fear of your dis- 
pleasure weighs most heavily on my mind. Do 
not understand that I have been guilty of any thing 
injurious to my honor : I have done a precipi- 
tate deed when I ought to have taken your ad- 
vfce, and when, I am persuaded, it would have 
been attended by your prohibition ; • b»t if j^o* 

knew 
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important circumstances of it : sbe therefore re* 
.^etJed the marriage, by wishing her ladyship joy 
of her' noble daughter-inlaw, but said not a word 
of any distress. Tlie indocile will often follow; 
diough seldom can they be led. Gertrude's tone 
and manner txAd her she was to be pleased, but the 
secrecy checked a little what she seemed disposed 
to feel, till ch using, for her own sake, to suppose 
thai her son came purposely to inform ber^ and 
was too much afnud of her to fulfil his intention, 
she accepted the homage, and with some compla- 
cency asked what fortune Lady Caroline was said 
to bring. 

* O!' replied Gertrude, * we must not think of 
money where there is such blood. "Us your lady- 
ship's being Lord Portargis^s mother, perhaps, that 
made the femily accept the offer/ 

Never had Gertrude for herself condescended 
to an ingratiating expression ; but for Portargis, 
for the fr jend of her infancy, the companion of her 
first pleasures, who had not unfrequently, however 
injudiciously, striven to do her kindness, she could 
submit to please, and she effected it ; for money 
was no more mentioned, and the countess called 
for the peerage, and asked where she should find 
tiie Waveney title. Be it remembered she had not 
depaited from the truth. 

Women, when once interested in a cause, are 
very apt, after their first exertions, to say to them- 
selves, * What more can I do?' The answer to 
this question made Gertrude, as she could not 
ti^ith propriety address the earl, write privately to 
• ... . , Mr, 
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Mr. Sydenham by that day's post, teUing him as 
much as she dared, and intreating his influence in 
favor of the viscount. To this letter she could 
not receive an answer wkbowt weorting to means 
she would not willingly adopt : she . was forced 
therefore to trust to chance for satisfaction, and, 
at length, to rest content with having '^ftdeavoi*iB<^ 
That, at the close of tne business, when the earl, 
assailed by bis son s letter and" Mr. Sydenham's * 
intreaties, and resolved by the opportune bursting 
of his friend Marquis Bannermap's bubble-great- 
ness, had done every thing she could have wished, 
she was ignorant of the event, — that Lord Portargis 
entirely forgot to say that he was relieved, — and 
that the next news she heard, was that, disgusted 
with the' army and his country, he w^as going to 
Ireland, must all be ascribed to that youthful vi- 
vacity which so many of us make a sine qua non 
in our choice of favorites. 
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CHAPTER LXXX. 



ITdfi^ ft»4ftftpm. ♦ W«f <f^*/ JfdM^t^o/ ^tt9tkm* 4 fit' 

fpafic, Qiim^pimdpit. 4n ardent wish graiified in progpeci* 
Cool cofisi^enc^k ^ Utile accot/modation^ A Jfiejud wiihm 
reach. 



Thk year which h^d closed over th^ gi^ve of Mr, 
Sterling, had not rendered his meaiory le33 dear 
to Gertrude; and §hc began now, more thqji ever, 
to feel the advantages she derived froiQ hi^ P^aply 
care of her mind. Seeing, as she supposed, all 
§he had to rely on, und^r Heaven, in her own in? 
du^try, she was careful to lose nothing ^he had 
gained, and as far as possible to add to her littl^ 
store of ability : she had got over all her shy re* 
luctance to enter the library; and Lady Luxmore'i^ 
powers of opposition growing every day morft 
feeble, she could make nearly what use she pleased 
of it, to prepare herself for the time when, not 
the capricQ, but the seemingly approaching death 
of her patroness, '!&auld turn her over to her own 
guidance. It waa her resolution to shift for hef* 
self, without accepting oiny thing more than good 
\vishes and distant services from the earl : the only 
mode by which it appeared to her possible to 
avoid the new dominion of Lord and Lady Port* 
W£isi> J^roin Mr. Sydenham and bis sister, she 
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well knew, notwithstanding the restraint of theit 
letters, she niight expect all that she could ask ; 
for slie was convinced they acted on principled fat 
higher than even those of benefiting her ; but therd 
was now a sentiment in her mind, which, though 
it might be folly to indulge it, she could not call oa 
any duty to help her in repressing ; and it had 
power to make her resolve, rather to accept a 
maintenance at the price of all her liberty, ^thatf 
to resort to Lux more-rectory for a home, deaf as 
were its inhabitants to her. 

She felt it almost a vivid hap{>inesd Hot to hav6 
been spoiled, or treated with false idea^ of th^ 
world : nobody had ever been kind enough, ot 
thought it worth their pains, to tell her that W4^ 
were sent here on purpose, even to practice elegant 
accomplishments : she really did believe, and It 
must have been something beyond the rhetoric 
of the present day that could have altered hpt 
creed, that we were placed hefe, as iti a retf 
rough school, to fit us for a better abiding-placA. 
She perceived, in our best actions, an alloy, tod, itt 
our best pleasures, an abatement, yet a tetide^icy 
towards something more perfect, which convinced 
her, that, consistently With the wisdom displayed 
in the creation^ this could not be the ultima Thuli 
of human hopes. She knew that the commott 
sense of mankind recognized, and the researchoi 
of the wise confirmed this invigorating opinidn ; 
and her belief was strengthened, as is the infidel'^ 
by a regard to her own interest in it. * Whorti 
have I in heaven but thee?' was the humble 

s S question 
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question her heart oflfered up, when, in rising from 
her bed, she was compelled to recollect, that 
where she should s-leep the following week, de- 
pended on a life that hung by the weakest hair,' 
and a temper regulated by something, if possible, 
less to be relied on. When «he lay down at night, 
^e felt she had, indeed, nothing to offer as the 
fruit of her day, but diligence and patience, ac- 
cording as opportunities presented themselves for 
tlieir exercise. 

A variation of days now seldom cheared even 
Ijy a casual visitor, — days which afforded her no 
communication with any one ; for even her * one 
frieqd' she had long since lost by marriage and 
the countess's request that this might put a stop 
to ^ihe nonsense of visiting ;' — days that admitted 
of no exercise, but an airing of two hours and a 
half, statute-measure^ with three inches of one of 
the coach-glasses let down — a variation of these 
Hionotonous days, she owed to the state of her 
own health. Let a fact be a warning; and we 
shuU feel paid for disclosing it. It had been 
through the winter, part of her daily duty to get 
oranges ready for the countess to take without 
trouble ; and her ladyship re/)uiring to be kept 
warm, there was generally, even when not much 
wanted, a large fire : against this iBre, she had, 
Qne cold morning, stood peeling oranges till she 
was heated, and going to her chamber to relieve 
her hands from the unpleasant feeling of her em-^ 
ploymcnt, she became sensible that it was well for 
ber she had quitted the fire: on reaching. her 

room, 
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room, she dipt her hands into dold water; and 
instantly the whole world seemed giving way 
around her : she fell on the nearest chair, retain- 
ing her perfect recollection, but unable to stand 
or speak : ho one was near her ; she tried to 
reach her bed ; but at the moment she stirred, it 
seemed to go from her : at that instant, the well- 
Icnown bell of call for her, rang smartly ; and no 
answer being made to it^ the female servant who 
had been ordered to ring it, fortunately came up, 
to say a note to Lady Lux more needed her to re- 
ply to it. In a few minutes, she recovered, was 
led down and, notwithstanding her looks, suffered 
to attempt writing : it was impossible : the countess 
was angry, complained of the hardship of having 
no one to assist her, and sent a verbal message. 
The apothecary in attendance, saw the necessity 
of doing something tor one who had so suffered ; 
but in a few weeks, being out of his depth, he ad- 
vised farther advice, change of air, the sea-side, 
amusements, society, and all the privileges of pri- 
vileged persons. I^ady Luxraore discussed them : 
' Miss Aubrey might have what advice «he pleased; 
but she hoped "she was not to be saddled with 
doctors^ fees ; change of air she must seek with 
some one else; as to the sea-side, if she would 
have patience till August ^ she believed she should 
then go hereelf.' 

In a miserable state of existence, subject to fits 
of tears that nothing would control for hours, — to 
paroxysms of terror that made her afraid to go* 
near a window, or down stairs without holding, 

and 
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and with all the wretched retioue jocularly called 
^ blue deviU/ at her heels, wherever she stirred, she 
got op till about this time, when having received all 
the profit of her literary labor, and entered on a 
single volume with the kindest encouragement, she 
resolved to seek health without sifddling her lady* 
ship with the dreaded fees of a physician^ and re« 
quested Dr. K-**'^--' to call on her. 

Here was a great coitifort and unlooked for 
amutehient. Dr. B is well known as a gen- 

tleman and a scholar ; and his chariot, which she 
always compared in her mind, to a piece of pickled 
salmon served up in fennel, 'would, even in its ap« 
proacb, chear her spirits : in the fullest business, 
be never affected hurry ; and her aiknent not be-^ 
ing of the acute kind, he would defer his visit for 
a day, if the next offered him half an hour for 
^iss Aubrey : he enquired into her pursuits and 
a^ainments, and extracted a confession that she 
ivas beginning to read the classicfit ; if he 3aw the 
countess, he, i^orantly enough* would try to 
make her ^peak well of * that clever girl of herV;' 
but when Gertrude saw him in another room, he 
would bid her fetch her book, then lay out hia 
watch, and. desiring her to take care he did. hot 
transgress, he would read the PoUio of Virgil with, 
ber, or any thing else that charmed her by her 
power of comprehending, or distressed her by ita 
difficulty : he would point out brilliant passages ; 
be would £ket. her tQ get by heart, and inforce the 
Anunciation of lines^ to which ha gave every adr 
^imtagft b^ hIa own, perceptions;; aqd for four 

months 
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months x^a^ she thus paid for being an invalid, 
without the smallest subtmction from the attention 
called for by her miserable nervous affections, 
which were soothed, and perhaps as niuch de- 
creaSed^ by this renewed itnpulse on her faculties, 
as by the routine of medicine prescribed in such 
(^ses, 

In this space of time, let it be remarked, that 

Dr. R attending her, on an average, five times 

in a fortnight, and at one time five days in sue* 
cession, add having no reason to suppose the 
countess's purse in any measure drawn against a 
young woman who seemed to her * as a daughter,* 
would accept only ten fees of one guinea 6ach : 
his reply was, * Not your money : 1 like your spirit 
of application ; I come for a pleasant' chat' 

Now, deal* young friends! all ye i^^ho like 
the visits of an agreeable physician btftei' than 
paying guineas ! do try to have a little convei*sa- 
tion for bim beyond * last ball ' and * the di a- 
goons/ But at the same time let us warn you, \^ 
you have the great good fortune to meet with those 

of the school of R , that you will, unless he sees 

you geese J have no flattery to soothe you. lie told 
Gertrude to remember, that what God had done 
for her, called for her gratitude and- her circurti- 
spection : and at piailing he uttered these words : 
* If ever I hear of your doing wrong, I shall sa^' 
some one has fascinated you : let me have the 
comfort of seeing you settled in life in a way worthy 
of you ; and when you have a house of your own, 
g^ve me your word that you will never admit into 
9 it, 
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it, dissolute men, or women with tainted reputations. 
— And now*, God bless you ! be a good girl ; take 
care of yourself, and if you bave any return of 
your complaint, let me know it' 

That season of the year was now arrived^ the 
most unpleasant to prisoners in London, when the 
summer is departing, and the ^utumn not ready 
to come ; when an oppressive heat makes it ne^ 
cessary to keep windows open, and they admit 
only disagreeable smells and the noises of the 
street'; when shortened days send the pedestrians 
out of the fields in a humor to wrangle all. the way 
home; and the misery of idleness to those already 
there, is to be relieved only by enduring addi- 
tional heat. In one of these closing days, when 
Gertrude was confined to conversation with the 
countess, she heard her own name pronounced in 
the street; and a letter directed in a hand she knew 
not, was brought by the penny-post, or as we chuse^ 
in preference to a good term, to call it, the two- 
penny-post : she opened it, and by the light iq the 
hall, as her ladyship called it, read ; 

* Honoured Madam, 

* I hope your Ladyship will Humbly 
Pardon the predicament that makes me take the 
liberty of waiting on You by these but we un- 
derstand as the lady who came to ouirs you are 
daghter to and if so L durst to say y6u would 
Like to be told that She is very much in want of 
comfort, and talks as if she would like to see 
you. The Lord send' us all a Betar birth' in that 

Blessed 
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Blessed country, where the wicked cease from 
trubbling and the wary are at Rest 

From madam Your Ladyship's 
most obliged humbel Sarvant 

T. Griffin/ 
No. 1 6 Harlequia row 
St. George's fields. 

She had not raised very high expectations on con- 
templating the outside of this epistle : she supposed 
it an appeal to her feelings; but that it was to end, at 
least, her ignorance, respecting her mother, the style 
of it prevented her from perceiving, even when she* 
bad finished reading it ; on a second perusal, she 
could but very imperfectly comprehend its mean- 
ing : her sensations seemed to suspend the use of 
her faculties : she began again to read, and now 
becoming conscious of the purport, and of the vi- 
sible effect it was producing on her nerves, she 
returned to the drawing-room, and endeavored to 
obtain liberty of feeling by anticipating the coun-' 
tess's questions and remarks.— 'Tis a letter,' said 
she * ma'am, from somebody about my poor mo- 
ther.' — ' Well ! your poor mother !' said her lady^ 
cbip — 'I have nothing to do with your poor mother.'' 

She wus inclined to go out of the room. Lady 
Lux more spoke : 

* Nay, pray stay, and let's hear what they say 
about her : give me the letter, and order candles.' 

* I am ashamed to shew it your ladyship.' 

* O, dear ! I beseech you don't be squeamish^ 
I know the fool' much better than you do.' 

Her ladyship took the letter, waited in silence- 

ior 
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for light, and havipg read it and examined it on all 
sides, with an affectedly contemptuous laugh, she 
threw it on the table, requesting to know * Miss 
Aubrej*s foyal Mill and pleasure, and what she 
meant to do.' ' 

Gertrude was in an agony of tears, while the 
countess, who had certainly the advantage of 
her, insisted on knowing what she meant to do. 

After an effort, she was able to reply, ' I ^an 
only say, my duty/ 

* Then I suppose you mean to leave me.* 
^ I have no meaning. I cannot tell.* 

' Then it is fit I should tell yeu^ Miss Aubrey, 
that the moment you go out of this house to see 
that good<for-nothing woman, is the last moment 
you shall enter it.' 

The idea truly was a little confused in bringing 
forth ; but the sense was plain, even ' to the mean- 
est capacity.' Gertrude roused, and replied : ' I 
shall submit to your pleasure, Lady Luxmore, 
without repining, when I have done what appears 
to me to be right; but without that satisfaction, I 
can do nothing.' 

* I want to know whether you mean to see her/ 
' Certainly.' 

' Then you understand ; we part/ 

* Do not say so, Lady Luxmore ; f his* is too 
harsh ; you will think better soon ; you will recol- 
lect—' 

* I shall recollect nothing, but that I have aiv 
ungrateful girl to deal with* I see what all this is 

to 
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to come to : you are to live here, and enjoy all 
your comforts, and live like the first lady in the 
land ; aud 1 may go and whistle for a companion : 
all your time and thoughts will be wanted for your 
poor mother, indeed !' 

* You mistake me, madam: I can never be un- 
grateful : if 1 could fail in my duty to my mother, 
yon might suspect me ; but consider, I have never 
known the comfort of having parents; and surely 



* Haven't / been a parent to you ; and hasn't 
Mr. Sterling?' 

You have been to me as parents ; and as a pa* 
rent would I respect your ladyship, if you would 
let me. But why all this anger ?; — You know 1 can 
hear much ; and I will still bear any thing from 
you, when it regards only myself; but this di^po-* 
sition to obey cannot go farther. I cannot sub- 
mit to a breach of one of the commandments. 
What dependence have I in all the world, but oa 
the goodness of the Almighty ? and how can I ask 
this protection, if 1 offend Him ?' 

* O! I see clearly, without any explanation, 
what all this means ; you want to get away, and 
ypur mother is to be an excuse.' 

* Forgive me, Lady Luxmore, if I contradict 
you. Look at the letter : does it imply any thing 
that caA tempt me ? does it appear as if hei* situa*^ 
tion could gratify my pride, or her means of sub- 
sistence supply my wants ? What is it I am called 
to ? — Not to share any good with her, "out to find 
comfox:t for her ; and where am I to seek it ? I be^ 

Ueve 
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Heve, madam, I have not often allowed a petulant 
expression or a disrespectful reply to you to escape 
my lips; but you provoke me : you are cruel, and 
though nothing would tempt me to quit you now, 
you may drive me from you. 

To deliberate in a storm, or in Lombard-street, 
would be an undertaking of as probable success, 
as to have considered what was expedient within 
ear-shot of the countess. — Gertrude, therefore, 
thoush almost called back, retreated to her cham- 
ber, and to peripatetic rumination. 

It was not difficult to decide on what she should 
do, if her expectation, her wish, her hope, of find- 
ing her mother was realised ; but the style and 
aspect, and cant of the letter, gave her little satis- 
faction; and as she was pretty well convinced that 
Lady Luxmore would suffer her antipathy to Mrs. 
Aubrey to get -the better of any feeling for her 
protcgScy she feared that a precipitate attempt, even 
to satisfy her curiosity, might depri\?e her of a 
home. She, therefore, resolved first to ascertain 
the fact wdth regard to her mother, and this once 
done, a sense of duty, and a disposition to be' 
moderate in following it, would, she trusted, point 
out and regulate her path. 

Having arranged this in her mind, she wrote a 
note according to the address furnished by the 
letter, saying: 

' On receiving any testimonial that the lady men- 
tioned in a note, to which this is a reply, is the - 

widow 
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wdow of the Rev. Martin Aubrey, of Luxmore, 

in shire, Gertrude Aubrey will immediately 

.oflfer every proof of dutiful and affectionate regard 
in her power.' 

The servants found a messenger to carry this 
billet: an. answer was promised in the morning; 
and the remaining hours of the evening afforded 
only irritating and vexatious complaints and re- 
solves, which the countess, perhaps, could not re- 
strain if she had been so inclined; for to the consola- 
tion of the peevish, we must confess that there is a 
time when responsibility seems to have ceased, and 
when that which once called for censure, claims, 
if not pity, forgiveness. What is to be said with 
regard to that intermediate space when the correc- 
tion of our faults is in our power, and pught to be 
our most important concern, we do not hint; but 
certainly, within sight of threescore, ^ poor soul T is 
,the worst we have to apprehend from jour judicious 
friends. Let it be remembered it is the best y/e 
.have any right to expect; and let it be remem- 
bered before we enter on this privileged dotage. 

When retired for the night, Gertrude found* it 
impossible to rest; but alone, she grew, if not 
more composed, infinitely happier. No caution 
she could use, no guard she could set on her ima- 
gination, could secure her against the inroad of 
ideas, all founded on the probability of recovering 
her lost parent. Before midnight, many schemes 
had been framed and rejected ; and before she 
quitted her chamber, she was well prepared in 

mind 
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BJind to meet any difficulty, might ber vivid, hcf 
ardent hope be realised. • 

She had more than one third remaining of tht 
money she had earned — she had had repealed en^ 
couragement to try her fortune again in the same 
way — ^the improved state of her attainments, 
would, she was no^ convinced, gain her a mainte- 
nance—she had more friends than heretofore; and 
though she saw much to distress and perplex her, 
die saw no reason to despond. 

Calm in her temper, firm in her purpose, feeling 
that ?lie was right, and therefore not disposed to 
prove the point, she met Lady Luxmore, whose 
countenance betrayed feelings that njight, more 
than her usual deportment, have warped tliose of 
Gertrude. She had been in tears. 

Whether Gertrude had made that distinction in 
her mind, which one of our best female writers of 

moral fiction, has ascertained, between sorrow and 

« 

ielf-pity ; or whether her common sense of duty 
told her that she must not listen^ at the same time, 
and with e(iual interest, to the claims of adverse 
clients, may be questioned; but not presuming to 
suppose Lady Luxmore would accept sympathy 
from htty she proceeded in her morning evolutions 
wuth a steady pace and the most unimpeachable 
respect, wuile her heart palpitated at every sound, 
and she whispered to herself the words, * My mo- 
ther/in a spirit of self-complacency, that would be 
degraded by comparing it to the rehearsal of a 
pretty-sounding title, which the morrow is to give 
to a bride^elect. 

The 
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The promised reply arrived. She opened it, and 
read what our readers may also read. — But first, 
let us apprise them, that being very lazy, and al- 
ways preferring reality to fiction, we, with the al- 
teration of only a few words, print verbatim et lite-- 
ratim. 

* Honored madam 
^ I Receved You Ladyship's Latter and Acord- 
ing to Your Ladyship's Deciar I Waiticd on the 
Lady and Encouraged hur with Good words and 
thretnings pointing of hur to the Benevolance of 
Your Ladyships wich Demanded her Gratefiilnes 
which Sbee Apared to be in Sum Degree Sensable 
of I shall if not baring from Your Ladyship Imme- 
diantly Look Out for a place for hur As it A pears 
that Shee is not CapabuU of the Sitiwation wich 
Sbee now Oqupise Blessed be God for putting it in 
Your Ladyships power and for Giveing Your Lady- 
ships the Inclination to Do Good lor a Good 
Name is Betar than Richis I feel it My Duty tp be 
feithfuU in my Stewardship while it tis called to Day 
As the Night Aprochis where in No Man Can 
work At presant I am Ip A temprary way But t 
shall Do My Endevors to place the Lady in A Si- 
tiwation where in She may be easy I wish Your 
Ladyship all the privileges of the New Born heaven 
Bom spns of God this Is the Only Return that caa 
Be Made You By Your 

Ladyships Most Obliged 
a^d Humble Sarvant 

« 

T. Griffin.' 

* i think 
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* I think the Lady is Capabul of finding hur 
Way if Shee Corns to Charing cross By the Coach/ 

When this original and dainty epistle first met 
our eye, we confess indignation at the profane 
prostitution of language, checked our merriment; 
and subsequent enquiry inclined u« to believe that 
a mind which has yet to receive its first ideas of re- 
li^on, is in a safer state than one so defaced' by 
what may be termed a blind hypocrisy. But Ger- 
trude had no leisure of mind to feel as we did: she 
stooped to pick up a little slip of paper which had 
escaped from its inclosure unperceived ; and this 
•contained the animating, the consoling, the over- 
paying words, 

■ 

* My dearest Child, 

* If you can forgive, come as soon as possible to 

* Your afflicted mother^ 

' G. Aubrey/ 

* I intreat you,* said Gertrude, dropping on her 
knees before Lady Luxmore, ' I implore you, tell 
me — ^is this my mother's writing ?* 

* Yes*— said the countess, taking her eyes from 
the newspaper, and instantly restoring them again. 

* Then I must go ; said Gertrude. 

^ You cannot go just yet,' §aid her ladyship; 

* for I want you to do two or three things for me ; 

but if you will have patience till I go out, I can set 

vou down at adistance: I sliallhave Miss Maudlin 

. to. pass the rest of the day with me, for I suppose 

YOU won't come home till evening.' 

; Tliis 



This was a proposition so coiiciliatirig in its teni- 
j)er, and Gertrude considered the possibility of re^ 
tonciling the couritess to her mother aS so impof^ 
tant, that she consented to remain a few hours 
longet oh the rack, as she had it in h^r pbwer td 
abate her mother's atixiety by a message in reply td 
her liote. — She would have employed the interval iii 
writing to Mr; Sydenham ; but when she was sit- 
ting dowri'fdr the purpose, she found that she had^ 
at present, nothing decisive to say-^the day might 
probably atone for the deficiency ; and she would 
wait. 

The morning did riot pass without cdAsolatiori 
and advantage to our impatient Gertrude! A rhes^ 
sage frodi'Miss Le Sage told her that she was iii 
town ; and a letter accompanying it, said that the 
sudden arid almost enviable death of her mother^ 
had obliged heir to active exertions \vhich woiild de* 
taih her some weeks, arid that in seeking relief fof 
hef dejectiorij and relaxation from business, • she^ 
Should first think of Mi&s Aubrey. 

Circumstanced as Gertrude was, ste c6uld seiid" 
otty £i vague return of thanks, and a promise tci^ 
writd in the course of the following day. 

The'deaitH of'Mrd. Le Sage was, even in theoe-^ 
tupied state of her mind, matter of regret; and 
Miis \^ Sage's expresdons shewed, at once, hef 
sense of the loss and of the du^ of submission to al 
J)fiv£Ltion which she endeavored to represent as alle-^ 
tiated beyond almost what she had dared to hope;' 
But it was great aridf oppbrturie consolation to Ger* 
trade to knoti^ that she had how, within reach, atf 

votl li. T efficient 
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efficient friend, of whose good will, good sense, and 
good principle, she could not donbt. ' So it is/ 
said she to herself, when, after a third reading, she 
laid aside Miss Le Sage's letter, and fixed her eyes 
' in vacancy' on the ground : — * So it is-^when one 
little plank fails us — when it &eems slipping from 
under our feet, in the wreck of all our comforts, ano- 
ther is put out for us. I dare say, if I knew more 
of the world, I should see that people are rarely 
deprived of all means of preservation at once. But 
O ! my mother V 

Never, to Gertrude's apprehension, was the 
clock so dilatory in striking One; the coachman 
was, by a few minutes, later than the time, and she 
wondered how any body could endure such negli- 
gence. Lady Luxmore, studiously ignorant of the 
map of London, seldom gave orders : — the wajf-bill 
was generally in Gertrude's custody — but to-day 
it was otherwise. Thro' Hyde Park and Penton- 
villc, to the City Road for biscuits — to Fleet-street, 
for pins— to the Strand, for tea — to ditto, for a 
mended fan ; to Pall Mall, for a dyed feather — back 
to Covent-Garden to the shoemakers — to the but- 
terman's in Carnaby Market, to know why he raised 
the butter, all preceded the order to Westminster 
Bridge — after which, Miss Maudlin was to be taken 
up in the neighborhood, and, passing again the 
dyed-feather shop, with hands quiteclear of busi- 
ness, her ladyship had only to get home and eat 
her dinner. 

So was the perambulation projected and exe- 
cutedj but with the extended kindness of carrying 

Gertrude, 
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dertriide, to save h^ from a sudden rain^ as far as 
that impassable barrier^ the turnpike. 

The intervening distance, though not great, might 
have given Gertrude time to think, if more than 
one thought could have found admission into her 
mind. She might have been harrassed with many 
doubts and fears of what ari act^uaintaitce with a 
woman so portrayed as her mother had been to 
her, might produce; but all anxiety was absorbed 
ia the awfut idea of seiiigi at nearly twenty-»two 
years of age, a stianger-mothien 
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CHAPTER LXXXI. 

A dv:cUing and its inhalitanU* An^dot^sof metkodum* 
* My mother,* Christian kindness* A little activity^ 
Memoirs of *' my mother J How to shake off a protegee. 

StiLE reached the. heap of half-baked bricks and' 
warped timbers, called Harlequin-row, and was> 
assured she had not mistaken her way, by a gay 
sign of the agile personage whose dominions she 
sought, over the door of a corner-house inhabited 
by a taylor. The water, sometimes muddy and 
sometimes soapy, stood in a little pool at every 
threshold, ready to find its way under the buildings ; 
and every sash that could be fidgetted open, now 
with the right hand and now with the left, was 
propped with a book, or a shoe, or that more 
adaptable instruipent, a fork. Every thing pro- 
claimed Lambeth Marsh, and a cunning landlord ; 
for some of these pie-crust mansions were not want- 
ing in the fashionable decorations of porte-fenitreSj 
verandaSf balconies and treillis work. * Number 
sixteen' was not, indeed, the sprucest of the pile; 
but on such an errand, there was no choice; so 
thither Gertrude repaired, and there she tried for 
admittance. 

The * light style' of the building allowed her to 
hear many voices in the front-parlor, but it seemed 
not to admit any isound from without^ She began 

to 

2 
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> 

To cotidude it was a school, atid, at andthier time, 
she might perhaps have figured to herself her cor- 
respondent as the Holofernes of the esitablishment. 
But now ghe had nothing to do but to get in; and 
for this purpose, though evdry mOnient seemed to 
give an increase of revulsion to her Wish, she was 
obliged to strive. 

At length, the door opened ; and the parlor seem- 
ed to empty itself of its contents, into the entry:— 
at least half a score young people, of all possible 
ages, and of both sexes, and in all the varieties of 
dress, save cleanliness, came forward. 'Gertrude 
asked for Mr. Oriffin. 

A tall thin formal man, with a 'consumptive hoi* 
lowhess of countenance, and a character of wild* 
ness in his eyes, now, with no soft accents, or tem- 
perate movepaent, made his way through the croud, 
and in a tone of artificial civility, begged the lady to 
"walk into the parlor. * Shut that there door,* said 
a female voice as she entered ; but no one stirred : 
^^the door therefore bore witness to the reason- 
ableness df the command, by betraying a bed un- 
made, and all the most sordid litter of a chamber. 

Gertrude was now introduced to Mrs. Griifin, 
who, suddenly breaking off her infant's meal, added 
to the impediments of hearing, her ' Hush ! hush ! 
you little devil ! Christ God ! what am I to do with 
ydu all ? you plagues ! — do pjray set down. Miss — 
Nance, why don't you move them stockings off the 
ehear for the ladjr ?' 

Nancfe nioved not. Gertrude io hide their con- 
fusion, said, * ypu have ^ large family/ — ' Yes/ 

answered 
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answered Mr. Griffin, ^all children of Sataqs^ 
poor wretched lost spuls !' 

An acquaintance with this world does not always 
include in it, an intimacy with that region of despair^ 
a rank Methodist's mind. We could give some 
idea of it, by a few quotations from Dante, if th^ 
pubject were worth the trouble ; but oqr scenery 
awaits us, 

Gertrude could reply to these expressions, only 
by re(|uesting to know if she niight see M)*s. Au- 
brey; and one of the girls was ordered to gp up 
stairs with the enquiry. The agitation pf such p. 
pioment was considerable; but she would \ikv^ 
Jcnown it was premature, cpuld she have b^eii 
aware that, the street-door haying b6en left open, 
through neglect on her entrance, the messenger had 
encountered one of her companions, and was ar- 
ranging a plan for getting out in the evening, on fi 
froliq that promised tp settle the voung lady's repu* 
tatiou for ever. 

Mr. Griffin began to talk j and Gertrude, not to 
seem uncivil and in^portunate, compelled herself tp 
listen. 

She found, to her astonishment, that this man 
had quitted a reputable trade, tp beconie a con- 
ceited teacher, that he >vas in high confidence 
with persons of rank, education, and uni^npeach* 
fible integrity, and whp, though professing them* 
selves of the Church of England, thought it expe- 
dient to disperse over the country as preachers of 
fhe Gpspel^ as expounders of texts, and as advo- 

catcn 
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tales' of moral virtue, a set of men, too low, in 
every point of view, for any profession *. 

Wishing 

• Our tenets, 4lioagb we trust they arc purely those of the 
Tiatinnal church of this couotry, do not incline us to feel 
hostile towards any who sincerely and disinterestedly differ 
from us :— we live with, and we love, persons of various religi- 
ous denominations ; but against all subtlety by which power 
is to be attained^ — against all plans for making religion a 
trade — against every attempt to impose on us a farrago of 
private tenets as those of tlie churdi of England, or even of 
Christianity, we must ever, if called on, declare qursdves; 
and this, not on any theory of our own, or supported by per- 
sonal opinion, but on a reference to the Gospel, and the op- 
posite evidence o( facts* Amongst the avowed fanatics of 
Mr. Griffin's crazy or crafty sect, perhaps there are fewer 
than in any other, who can claim forbearance. We have it 
for truth, from a most respectable authority, that a poor 
wretch applying to one of their teachers, with the humble 
wish to be put in the way of salvation, as he called and 
thought it, was answered, ' We can do nothing (mr you till 
you have committed some crying sin/ And a lady of the 
same denomination, who rented a house of a near relation 
•9f our's, a very short time ago, suggested the expedient of 
making the receipt for the half year's rent, less than the sum 
p;^id, in .order to deceive the tax-collectors. We have heard 
4>f two fiijie elegant young women, in one family, educated 
\Mt;h distinguishiing accomplishments, and who, after fre* 
quentiiig a favqrite x^hapel, have persisted in a course of re- ^ 
ligious obstinacy towards their patents, and, devoted to 
their blind pastor^ have been seen on their knees in the fields, 
begging of the Alaaighty aome assurance that they are of thiS 
number of the .elect, 

A very sensible friend of pu^'s has been lately disturbed 
by the obtruded vis.its of a man, styling himself of the 
church, and desiring to be employed in the religious super- 
intendence of her family ; something like a plma of poverty 

has 
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Wishing to get rid of a subject on which she 
pould say nothing that would not offend either 

her 

has procured him & dolUr and a few glasses of wine ; but it 
has been pretty eyident that, in other places, be fared better. 
'Never perhaps was ther^ a time when ' sober-mindedness' 
vras more requisite. We have something still more impor.. 
tant to say on the subject. 

is it known by those we^^k parents who ^eek for a * sen. 
pus' place of education for tbeir daughters, that schools of 
this description are subject to the visitations of men coming 
under a very dubious character f In one, %o the east of Lon- 
don, we kiiow for fact, that a man who had afforded a harbor 
to females responsible to the law, was admitted weekly to 
Instruct the young ladies by preaching and piayer ; the con. 
fidence reposed ia himD diminished the caution of the lady- 
abbess ; and w^ hav^ heard from those who knew 1 the se. 
crets of the prison-bouse,' that the text * Greet on^ another 
with a holy kiss,' soinetimes took place of ' fr^y without 
ceasing.' In another of these seminaries, in a nei^boring 
coLRty, an itinerant preacher was the visitor. On th^ days 
pf his visitation, he dined, ^aid grace on the entrance of the 
tea-urn, took tea, and then carriec) ofif the governess and go- 
verned to his meeting in a neighboring alley, where the girls 
were edified by this passage, which wp record as faithfully as 
an accurate oiemory can enable us. 

Having advised his hearers to put their trust in Cod, hq 
proceeded : 

' The last evening that I preached to you, you remember 
after you departed, there was a heavy rain. I set out to go 
home, putting my trust in @od — you know how far off I live : 
I live at Rotherhithe. — It was a long way to go in the raio^ 
but I put my trust in God that I should meet with something 
to go home in. I walked on and on, and though wet 
through, I still put my trust in God^— -At last, still putting 
ri. V trust in God, a carriage overtook me : I put my trust iu 
Cinci, and got into it ; and so I got home:— you see the good 
iii'dt conies of putting one's trust in God/ 

The 
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hpr sincerity or Mr. Griffin, she enquired into 
the pursuits of hi^ large family. — ^ Ah! the 
Jjord will provide for them all, I hope,' said he : 
* we hjaye a sad h^nd on it ju^t now, you see; for 
there's eleven of us in this hole of a house, and 
all at home. jPeople axes me why I don't get 'em 
out ; but what can I 4q ? they don't seem to like 
to dp much : there's my eldest boy, I 'prenticed 
him to a winervaults, and be did not like it, and 
I'm afraid he's going on badly, but howsomdever 
0s he don't come to me for mpney, I don't give 
mysdf much concern. I trust the Lord will turn 
|he head of him some time or other: these girls 
here, they can't, as I see, do much ; the eldest, 
indeed, we got out in service ; but, poor heart ! 
3he got into a troublesome affair, and I have been 
forced to take her and her child home.' 

^Hasany enquiry been made,' said Gertrude, 
' whether Mrs. Aubrey will see me?' 

No body being able to tell that any body bad 
)been up stairs^ Mr. Qriffin was proceeding him- 
self, when, in the passage, he was met by a client^ 
whose manner of spea)^ing declared him of a higher 
order \ and Gertrude was obliged to hear, while 
wishing his departure, such a conversation as, on 
the stage, woi^Jd have been deemed a most inde- 
cent carfcature pf sectarian jargon. 

In despair and fever, she requested one of the 
younger children, who wa3 making a grenadier s 

The finale of this preacl^ment, was the introduction of a 
Jow lover of the canting sect, to the mistress of the house, 
and the consequent ruin of the establishmjent. 

cap 



282 TH£^ COUNTESS AND GERTRUDE. 

cap out of a wood-cut of the crucifixion, to shew her 
the way up stairs; and under her escort, she reach- 
ed a back-room on the first floor, where, on an 
ordinary bed, drest in white, which, though un- 
soiled, bore no comparison with the delicacy of 
her skin, lay, in a fainting-fit, perhaps caused by 
the agony of expectation, this unknown parent 

Motionless as a statue, Gertrude stood for half 
a ^minute, at the foot of the bed. A few tears, tears 
not indulged, relieved her oppression ; and throw- 
ing oflF whatever indicated a recent arrival or her 
being a stranger, she approached her mother, and 
taking her hand, tried, by addressing her by her 
name, and avoiding whatever could too much in- 
terest her, to bring her to her recollection. Her 
efforts producing no effects, she would have sent 
one of the girls to an apothecary's she had passed 
very near the end of her journey ; but the rate of 
motion below stairs coming into her mind, she. 
thought, as most people are made to think by ex- 
perience, that the shortest way was to go her- 
self: she hoped she could prevail on the young 
lady who had conducted her to the room, to remain 
in it, till her return ; and in this she was not dis- 
appointed. 

A young man from tlie apothecary's, returned 
with her, and in a few minutes she had the hajp- 
piness of seeing her mother open her eyes. * My 
child!' — were words uttered without emphasis; 
they seemed to express an habitual idea, not that 
excited by the moment : — her eyes closed again ; 
and the young man, who was not wanting in at* 

tendon, 
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tention, or in tenderness, after some minutes spent 
in the routine of applications, looking at Gertrude, 
said, * I'm^ afraid it's all over, ma'am/ 

The tension of Gertrude's mind had left no 
•power of retrospect or prospect : she knew no- 
thing but that she gazed on her mother, and that 
her mother was insensible to her care ; and even 
now, she rather resented than admitted, an idea 
that would have unserved her.— -Bleeding had been 
attempted ; but the vital stream refused to flow, 
and, * What shall we do next?' was a question not 
readfly to be answered. 

The girl who had remained only to stare, left 
the room, and to make others do as she had done, 
told decidedly that Mrs. Aubrey was dead. Hys- 
terics seized an elder sister; the next, *of course,* 
took the hint, and the confusion and the malady 
were spreading fast, when good Mr. Griffin, who 
on paper was so very righteous, settled his pre- 
tensions, by coming to the chamber and requesting, 
ip a tone that spoke him master of his house^ the 
immediate removal of ^ the copse.' 

The ypung man, who was. still sedulously em- 
ployed about Mrs. Aubrey, looked at Mr. Griffin: 
-r-' Why, sir,' sgiid he, you do not mean to say — 

* I mean to say, ^ir,' replied thfe man of words, 

* as I can't have my house and family discom- 
moded wjth thie' dead; my wife and children 
wouldn't sle^p in thp house with a copse for the 
i9t>rld, poor hearts ! ^d I should be a brute to 
pake 'em, — Come, sir, it grows late ; no words, 

if 



S84 tHE CO0WTEBS AND GERTROT)^. 

if you please; 111 have the copse transported 

somewhere else, or I'll ' 

Gertrude was petrified. — * Sir, — Mr. Griffin, — 
for God s sake/ 

* Sir, Mr. Griffin, for God's sake ! I say, 
ma'am, do you be quiet, for I'm master of my 
^wn bouse.' 

^ Sir, ril pay you any thing.* 

* Pay, ma'am ? Well, what will yon pay ?' 

* All I have in tibue world, sir.' 

' Well, ma'am, we'll see what we * ' - 

* No, that you shan't, sir,' said the young man. 
* Ma'am, have the goodness to »tay while I step 
home, and I'll see what can be done for the lady.' 

Mr. Griffin changed sides : — * O ! no, pray, sir, 
iBy dear sir, let us remember we are brethren, 
all children of one common father : — if the lady-^ 
you see — if the lady-— — ^ 

* If the lady or the lord,' replied the young 
man : ^ I care not for your cant ; I know you all. 
Depend on me, ma am ; I will be here again in 
five minutes.' 

He left Gertrude scarcely in possession of her 
senses, and skipping down stairs, was with bet 
again, before she could be certain of what he 
meant. Mr. Griffin had retreated. Mrs. Aubrey 
had not stirred. 

* Now, ma'am,' said the active young man, 
' our patient is so light, that I can carry her 
safely do>vn stairs. If you will trust to me, ancl 
follow me, you will be better accommodated; 

only 
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only get her property, whatever it is, owt of the 
house.' 

Gertrude had but to obey : the firmness of the 
leader gave courage to the follower ; but her mo- 
ther was, at the time, in the sole possession of her 
thoughts ; and had the treasures of the Indies 
surrounded her, they would have been forgotten 
in theTetnoval. 

She foUovyed down stairs, and saw her mother 
laid on a sopha, which had been brought to the 
door by two men, who now took it up, the young 
man walking by the side of it. She dared not ask, 
'Whither go ye?' she feared offending and re* 
pelling the charity that waa her only reliance. 

In* a very few paces, she understood the plan of - 
her new friend : the sopha stopt at the door of 
the bouse from which she had fetched him, and the 
lady who, he gave h^r to understand, was his 
master's wife, recci tJ the mother and daughter, , 
with all the huma^-!. v of one accustomed to aid the • 
distressed. Mrs. /t brey was conveyed into an » 
aky well-furnished bed-room, where she again : 
opened her eyes, and again closed them. 

The master of the house now came in ; and, in 
some measure informed of the circumstances, he. 
one moment execrated his neighbor Mr. Griffin^ 
vowing that ' he would never again make him ^ . 
present of a receipt in full, out of compassicm,' 
and the next exerted, as coolly as the confideiit 
commander of a man of war in time of action, all 
those' powers which the case called fdr : he rather 
roughly .recommended it to Gertrude to i]uit the 

patienty 
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patient; but her countenance of supplication soften^ 
ed that which was hard only on the surface ; and 
on condition that she should • not be in sight when 
her mother revived, she was suffered to remain. 

In half an hour, Gertrude, in speechless joy, 
had clasped this interesting parent to her bosom, 
and a flood of tears had relieved the oppression of 
each heart. ^Those who had contributed to her 
restoration, were so considerate as to leave the 
room when they had offered every accommodation 
that their house could bestow, and Gertrude was 
at liberty to speak the only words to which she 
codid frame her organs, those of duty, love, peace, , 
and comfort, while her mother's broken accents 
were confessions of want of merit, and the self- 
reproaches of delinquency. 

After ah hour speht in the indulgence of feel- 
ings perhaps the most deeply interesting that the< 
human heart can sustain, Mrs. Aubrey was able to 
make enquiries, as well as to answer such as her 
daughter's caution permitted her to make ; but no 
progress was made in the grand question, what is 
to be done next ? When the hour of five was an^ 
uounced by various clocks, a nice little dinner, 
served up with the delicacy suited to a fastidious 
stomach, shewed the kindness and good order of 
the house that had received, and now protected 
them. 

But Gertrude could not long forget the shackles 
of her situation ; and seeing it impossible to re- 
move or to quit her mother, befoi^e the next day, sh^ 
got a note conveyed to Lady Luxmore, respect^ 

• full/ 
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fiiUy stating the situation of mind in yi^hich she 
had found Mrs. Aubrey, and begging leave of ab- 
sence till the following day. * Very well/ words 
often meaning * very ill/ was the reply. 

Nothing could exceed the kindness of those to 
whom Gertrude was so much indebted. Every 
want was silently anticipated: every thing was 
done to make the ladies forget they were obliged. 
It was little that they could say to each other that 
evening, as Gertrude was cautioned to prevent 
Mrs. Aubrey's entering into distressing details; but 
there was full employment for the mind of a 
daughter so circumstanced, in contributing to her 
parent's comfort, and in becoming even personally 
acquainted with her. 

Lady Luxmore's most unfavorable report was 
certainly not verified in her external. She was, 
at this time, about forty-seven years of age ; and 
the pellucid clearness of her complexion, the 
fading tint of her lovely hair, which was excbang* 
ing the sunny hue of the apricot for silver, a gentle 
character in her form, which appeared natural to 
so delicate a frame, all conspired to render her 
what Gertrude, with delight, ever after termed her, 
the prettiest old woman in the world. 

But for any thing like strong sense, cultivated 
mind, useful information, or judgment, Gertrude 
supposed she must have looked to her mother in 
vain. She detailed her life as, till the death of 
her husband, a series of flattering and mis-leading 
indulgences : she had, at ten years old, been her 
father's darling and his pride; sh^ remembered 

sitting 
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sitting ori the knefe of soihe of the first statesthetf 
of the time, Mrhen the-pursuit of coaritry-spoit^ 
made them her father's guests ; and she could re- 
peat their expressions' of admiration arid foridness. 
She had beted told by every body of her beauty; 
she biBtd beeti exhibited aivhke to gentleman, and 
ii^hen thdught askep, to ladies ; dnd Her charms 
had beert considered by an: inconsiderate father, as 
l-enddring unnecessary every attempt to improvel 
her faculties. As it hkd beeri the family-plan to 
dispose of her gi^atly, every thing that a foolish 
mbther eduld fancy would irijure hef facfe or per- 
son, was avoided : the hurting her eyes, the bow- 
ing her figure, the expginding her hands 6r hei* 
feet, were reasons against industry and exercise': ' 
the danger of irieurting a crekse in her forehead, 
was urgfed agctinst any aftenipt to mate hfef think ;' 
arid if she was allowed to work with arieedld; it" 
was *on condition that no vestige of her eniploy- 
ment should appeal^ on her finger. To get her* 
nobly married, was the point of sight to which 
every ray of light or life was directed; and Mr. 
Aubrey, though well connected^ would have stood 
no chance of possessing this casket-jewel, had not 
her father died' before this purpose^ was accom- 
plished, aild lefft his widow and daughter atlmost 
wit3iotit a* shilling. In marrying the oite, MK 
Aubrey of necessity found a provision for ^ the ' 
other ; and as the deficiencies of the daughter were 
tabe supplied by the experience of her parent, hef 
somehow or other, but the cause was not withirf 
hib ken, grew pooi^efr every year, aild the species 

of 



^f ^xijesty^ vulgarly called * ilie gmnaaj-fe^er/ per** 
bftp& coDjtributed to the cure of ^ all oeh^s, by^ ^ 
premature death. ~1 

. I0: her busbiandy Mrs. Aubrey had met^ iiot 
•Ik^^tiy the same errors eis in ^her parents, but« 
cofK^ucttittk better calculated, to ituprpve her: h^ 
bad taken up an idea that ^ the breath of Heaven^ 
Yastgo toii^ to visit the /ace of a pretty ivomati j 
an^ j^ii mft im iff cm been of 9 lively disposition, 
vfaich made languor no er^oyraent) dhe might have 
Mved and died on a sOphfi of eider-^tlbivh. Oldter 
.tiian iieiself by soine years, he thought he could 
not do enqugh to atone ^or ^at which he should 
have known yi'as, at her very early time of Kfe, their 
only advantage ; and seeing her, year after year, 
in grirf for the loss of her infants, whorii their 
gi^a^dH^ama's inansigement consigned du^ly to the 
Sector's Vdult, the tenderness of his nature con- 
firttied his^errors, arid, on system, he actommodated 
himbelf tp all that his good sense shewed him 
tfeix>ugh bis misty notions, was wrong in her : he 
felt that she had no powers; he, therefore, con- 
trived to do without them ; and though he daily 
perceived that they lived wbrse than those with 
half their income, he was content, iiould he but see 
bis wife happy, and happy beyond measure him- 
ftelfj when, after the death of her mother, she pro- 
duced a daughter likely to live; but this blessing 
soon brought recollections that added to the ma- 
ladies now fixing on his constitution : lie was, thanks 
to the manager of his purse! much in debt; and the 
few years during which he lived, though they al- 
voL. IV, V lowed 
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lowed him to sMsfy bis nice honor by sadsfying 
tbe daims of others, left his wife as indigent as be 
bad found her and her mother. 

Listening only to tbe clamors of her own help- 
lessnessy Mrs. Aubrey permitted herself/ almost 
indecorously, to be flattered by tbe interested pro* 
fesstons of her husband's curate, who would have 
taken tbe young widow, to secure tbe living; by 
this imprudent step having forfeited, perhaps, a 
part of her own estimation, she bad embraced 
with eagerness, the support of Lady LuxmoreV 
friendship ; and soon beginning to feel that she 
was dependent, she bad been easily duped by the 
eloquence of a sharper, who, having introduced 
himself by a trick known to all tlie world but Mrs* 
Aubrey, thought a connection with the house in 
which be saw her, must be profitable, and pro- 
mised her protection and affluence. 

On the bursting of tbe bomb that drove her 
from her station, Mrs. Aubrey, knowing it out of 
her power to maintain even herself, saw the cru^ 
elty, as well as impolicy, of removing her child* 
Scarcely in her senses, and asking nothing but 
which was the greatest distance she could reach 
in running away from the scene of her disgrace^ 
she had got as far as Glasgow, when, overcome by 
the distress of her mind, she was forced to halt; 
and being fortunate in a lodging she resorted tp^ in 
the house of a widow, whose exemplary dau^tei; 
kept a school in part of it, her personal suffering^, 
and dejection of mindj her sweet temper, her re- 
fined manners, and the advantages which sh^ 

seemed 
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seerbed to bring with her, attached first the com* 
pa^sion, then the affection, and next the interests 
of these good women, with whoai> at a small £a« 
lary, she established herself ^ng^ing* indeed, to 
do more than she had yet attempted to any 
purpose^ but more than *ever inclined to try h^ 
abilities. ' On recovering from her dismay, and 
finding she could live, she had risked a few lia^ 
to Mr. Sydenham, earnestly imploring ban to give 
her tidings of her daughter : he had sent her a reply 
with a promise of renewing the kindness every hal^ 
year, on condition she would remain pet fectly si- 
lent towards all but himself: in this way he had 
always known her proceedings, and had been able 
to repeat the general information that no alteration 
of any kind, but in her improvements, bad taken 
place in any circumstance respecting her daughter. 
Foreseeing, as b^ thought, and was led to believe 
by the reports of others, that Lady Luxmore*B lif6 
could not be a long one, ha had discouraged every 
wish of Mrs. Aubrey's that be would gratify her 
increasing desire to see Gertrude ; and it was now 
against his opinion, and without his knowledge^ 
that reckoning she was of age, and having saved^ 
under the stimtilationa of mammal feeling, a sum 
amounting to more than half of all she had eanied^ 
she had waited only for a &vorable time of year, 
and a recent assuraBce tfaat Gertrude would be 
found with Lady Luxmore^ to risk, once more, all 
her prospects. 

Mer novthctm friends, ill informed of her motives 
and b^ vi6ws> could oppose nothing but their own 

u S atiachoM^t j 
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. Attachitient; but in the faope that she might be in- 
iduced by circumstajsces to return to them, th^ 
promised h&r a re-admission within a gives pieriody 
.Qnd recommended her to tlie house of Mr. Griffiili 
'\vhom they had known, some years before, as a 
' quiet, ignorant creature, disposed to njo ill : qf 
,his election amongst the disciples of fanaticism, ' 
^tbey were ]gra>raQt> as he had had no occasion tx> 
•write to them. 

* Mrs. Aubrey, disused to yicissitudo, and bar- 
rasded by various emotions, had reached lier ap- 
pointed abode in a reduced state of health ; and 
teazed by the ineffidency of those to whom she 
v/ta consigned, her spirits 'COuld not sustain her, 
•during the time of waiting to seie her daughter; 
'but ordce restored, the care under which she had 
recovered, secured her .from relapse^ and Ger- 
trude had the pleasure of hearing that.ber general 
liealth was peifectly good, and that she w^s equally 
capable and disposed to join in any plan o£ com^ 
'mon exertion, by which she might obtain the ha{>- 
piness of ending her days with her daughter, or, if 
she preferred remaining at Lady Luxmore's, noar 
her. 

Gertrude's first b\isiness after breakfast, on the 
fbUowing morning, when 'with gratitude that her 
heart could scarcely coii^in, she saw her mother all 
^he could wish, was to see, and if possible tb sootb^ 
the countess* She meant to slate the entire alter- 
ation in her mother, and to express herself ready 
to submit to any deling that might ma^e a meet- 
ing unpleasant to her ladyship, fearing elie might 

be 
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be assailed by reproaches of ungrateful idesertibd 
of her in the hour of need, or by intreaties, accom- 
panied by tears, she, in her way, made up lier mind 
to ' remaining with the countess, might she but 
place her mother in a situation admitting of het 
seeing her frequently. Mrs. Aubrey had declared 
herself perfectly ready for, and nearly certain of 
success in any plan of subdrdinate education : she 
had learned the common routine of such an employ- 
ment ; and in the hope of having a house to k«ep, 
she had learned the thrift of house-keeping : she 
had, besides, furtiished herself with every little inge- 
nious ability she could pick up : nor did she shun 
a situation still more dependent, if it might, at no 
great distance, terminate in an establishment with 
her daughter. 

All this occupied Gertrude in her short walk; 
for she was still sadly prone to throw away her 
ruminations on the future, in that way that is called 
tfastle-building; and here they certainly were 
thrown away, for on arriving at what had been her 
home, she was told by a message with which the 
house-maid had been previously armed, that * her 
ladyship had engaged with Miss Maudlin/ 

* fiirt may i not see Lady Luxmore?* 

* You can't, Missr: my lady went out an hour 
ago. — I believe to some of Miss Maudlin's friend* 
©r acquaiutance.' 

* What am i do for my clothes?* 

^01 to* be sure Mfss; you may come in, and 
take whfiit you like : and m^ lady says the rest's to 
' be 
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lie sent to yqu any w^er^ ; but only, as you see, 
l^p( ^ be trqublesome/ 

Oeftfofl^ might hstve felt indigaaot; but her 
feeliqg^ bad no po/.v^r of settling: 9hQ seemed 
f»Ue(l to a p^w $tA\^ of being ; — she bad a mp* 
l^her L . r 

Yet &he $^w thf ioipfudence, and &he detested 
^f no^e^u resentment of hasty proceedyjg. — She 
>vent up to her room : it had b.eei;i. ftlteady oc<jupied» 
^nd her possessions of aU kinds wer^ open to her 
successor :— to^ tb^a con^dence^ she d^d not conceive 
herself iff, any way called on tQ sub;ni^: — she^ 
(hereforp,. bpgg^d the tempQrsi,ry u^e of a. large 
shrunk, a,nd having removed io^o it her u.nex-? 
tensive property, a^d left ^he fi^eld for h^r rivaU 
she took M'ith her only what she wantedj, and l^ft ^ 
respectful letter, stating wb*t she nould have said, 
|ind with it, her chearful r?adinesj5, at any time, and 
all tiiiies, tQ.4^ew her gratitude ^q L^dy I^uxmpre, 
in every way, consisting w:^th l^et priof duty to her 
j^arent : her residence sh? describied as,, ^f, presentj^ 
uncertain ; she * would beg to be admitted to, her 
^vardrobe, when she 9puld vempye it to any fixec^ 
abod^* 

* I s^hall be rolled,* t,hpvght sbe; * I^dy Lux- 
teore cannot long endur^ her new favorite : sbe 
Icnows her ; she despises her ; I Ijaye heard her say 
that qf h,er, w^hich, even with all b^r antipathieSj^ 
^he has never, I believe, s.a,i.d pf nie ;— I will try to 
^eep my mind prepared for any thipg: farewell 
house of no attachments since Mr. Steriiui^s rienth 
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farewell dear melancholy library ! — ^O ! if I could 
but transplant thee!— but I must not think for my* 
self. I have a mother now to think for — ^yes, my 
mother ! — ^She took leave of the servants, repeat* 
ed her message of respect to the countess, as she 
stood on the outside of the threshold ; and thus^ 
and at this moment, ended the countess oi Lax* 
more's protection of Gertrude Aubrey. 



CUAPt 
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CHAPTER LXXXII. 

A dishwg. itospit'alitp, tht sUcCekhr. A ^tdfi, if' ^^ 
exertion. An event tht^ might hatt b^enforeseek* Aii d)^, 
portuue offer. Choice in society. 

•Tis a sad thing that they will, water the streets of 
Lon(l( n ! — really, if pne is drest ever so neatly, anc^ 
only going to the next door, one is often dashed 
ivoiw head to foot by it. A fpar of this kind made 
Gertrude start in quitting the steps of her quondarit 
habitation, when a chariot, with niourning sym-r 
bols, drove closq to the pavement, and the horse's 
foot struck fire from a stone in contact with a puddle. 
Yet it is pot always a bad thing that they will water 
the streets of London ; for if it never bad beeq 
done, perhaps Gertrude might not hav^ seen 
Miss Le Sagei, who, not content with her reply the 
day before, came, for her own satisfaction, tp make 
an early call on the countes?. 

Caught on the pavement, with a little parcel,, 
wrapt in a white handktTchief, in her hand; turned 
out of the house she had called her hoqie with 
scarcely the ceremony of a dismist servant, Ger- 
trude was seated in Miss Le Sage's carriage before 
she could recover her confusion. 

* Whither are you going?' said Miss Le Sage^ 
talking her hand. * I will carry you any where. • 
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' Will yon order yodr mtti toivards Westminster 
bridge, — atid I will tell ycfu/ answered shaking 
GhB^t^ude. 

The distance was saffidietit to infortfi due so 
bpen to every sensation of humanity. Miss Lfe 
ISage tnade a kind and respectful visit to Mrs. Au- 
brey, whom Gertrude introduced ^ith pride and 
delight. When she said * l^fy mother ;' — and, in- 
fleed, she was not sparihg df the teriii — she seemed 
promoted in society : but she erted ih the hearing 

b{ ohe not inelitted It) comment, and oh whose 

Kiind, the sound produced ndt A fresh wburidj but 
thfe balm that tended to heal that so recently 
tbatle. 

Accustorified to decidfe attd to afct, atid almdsta^ 
unlirtiited in het powers, as in her wishes to do 
good, KlisS Le Sage waited oH the convenience of 
those Wiiom she delighted herself in serving; and 
bounding the busiiieSiS of the morning by this visit, 
t>mitting all polite inviiatiGnSy geneHl eXpremofiS^ 
ind distant hopels, sa\v Mrs. Aubrey and her daugh- 
Itet into heir carriage, and, in IcsS than an lipuv, set- 
tted ih hier house as their home, for as lon^ a terni 
ks theit plahs, or her pov^er to render it preferable, 
fehould tldmit of. — A servant was sent in the even- 
!hg to Lady Luxmorfe's with &n intimation of thii 
l^mpve J ind having given her ladyship a few days 
JFdr coqteniplation, the last favor Gertrude could 
hbpfe lo t-eceive from her, reached her in the form 
^% permit * to clear away her things' on the fol- 
lowih'g day, between tw6 and four, when the should 
1)5 frpm home. The terifts were adhered to ; and 
^ Gertrude 
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Gertrude ceased to expect the recall with which 
she had soothed her first rising feelbgs. 

Her successor was one of the ' eleven thousand 
virgins' who are not a degree the less ignorant, fot 
having had a fortune bestowed on their education. 
At school, from four to eighteen, it was impossible 
to specify any thing she could do, excepting the 
putting on her clothes, in doing which, she afibrdr 
ed the vicissitudes of being too slatternly to be seen, 

and too fine not to be seen. O ! jnight we but 

draw firom the life, the family of which she was ft 
daughter ! — Gentle reader ! couldst thou but koow 
the fences we are forced to place agdnst our eye^ 
and ears in this advanced period of our hbtory, 
thou wouldst say with us, that, with a world so fer- 
tile, to write fiction is to import corn into Sicily* ^ 
To return to Miss Maudlin ; she wits now twenty* 
seven years of age, with high notions, t^id one thou- 
sand pounds three per cents to support them. To 
be married was still her resolution, and to fin4 
some one who would approve the said resolutiaUf 
was the end of her incessant decoration. She af- 
fected to dream of every gentleman she saW| ^nd 
pleaded guilty to a host of * attachments,' of which 
no one had accused or suspe(;ted her. Fine days she 
passed in the street^, ^nd bad days in looking into 
them ; and with the same foundation fpr hope a$ 
makes losers claim the winning chairs, she had 
spent the last six months in pne of those introduc'^ 
tion-houses, where two or three guineas ^er week i^ 
the insurance piud for landiug an unsaleable cargq 
on the coast of matrimony. 

Gertrude 
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Gertrude was no stranger to the lady, nor had 
it escaped her that Lady Luxmore's partiality for 
inanities, had their deepest foundation in the jea- 
lousy pretensions might excite ; but the pains taken 
had never cost her against whom they were excited,- 
any deeper reflection than * How happy it is for 
those who have no recommendation, that there are 
persons to whom that very circumstance recom- 
mends them more strongly than the most power* 
fuir 

An undefined fear that Lord Luxmore should 
hear of the countess's dismission of her, and pursue, 
with exuberant kindness, the victim of her caprice^ 
was heightened by the doubt she could not but en- 
tertain of her mother's prudence in trying circum- 
stances. She was, therefore, earnest in forming a 
plan for their future subsistence ; but to this she 
found an obstacle in Miss Le Sage's generosity, 
which made her oflFer every inducement, on condi- 
tion she would consider herself only as exchanging 
her patroness. 

* _ 

But in this, Gertrude could not acquiesce : she 
could have no fear of finding any resemblance be- 
tween the protection withdrawn, and that now of^ 
fered ; but a life pf unmerited ease appeared to 
Ijer too ^atterin^ tp be lasting; and hej anxiety 
would have been intolerable in a connection where 
the least imprudence on JVlrs. AuLftey's part, might 
be fa|al to all their prospect^. She preferred a si- 
tuation where nobody but herself could suffer by 
^|)at she might discover in her still amiable mo- 
ther; 
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thet; and recollecting all the precepts of Mr* 
Stirling and Mr. Sydenham, to work for her Hv- 
irlg w as her choice. 

Having decided oh this point, the species of la- 
bor she should adopt, was her next consideration ; '; 
and hone presented itself so strongly to her ac- 
ceptance as that of rearing;, in hahits of religion, 
virtue, and usefulness, a fe^^ of her own sex. She 
had ideas of her own on the subject; arid feeling 
herself to have been trained much more fitly for 
the vicissitudes of lite, than the vounj» women who 
in general had come under her notice, she began 
to teel. what had never yet consoled her, some lit- 
tle confidence in herself, and on her own experi- 
ment became daily more confirmed in her opinion, 
that, as she had acquired what she possessed, more 
by trying to do what she saw done, than by being 
taught, a plan in which she might excite by exam- 
ple, and warn by her own experience, and stiqau- 
late by her own success, might meet with endou-* 
^geti^ent, and produce good effects, at a perio4 
when false indulgences are certainly not less ftox- 
ious to the mind than heretofore. 

Having talked the measure into something like 
sliape and feature, with Miss Le Sage, who, see-, 
ifhg her motives, now gave her every ehcoutage- 
rtrent, her next blisiness was to write, under aii 
injunction to strict secrecy, to Mr, Sydenhani; 
and she could scarcely expect his reply, w*h6a. 
a letter was sent to her from Lady LiflX-^ 
irtore's : — the footma,n w as ordered to wail,-*-^ 
not to enquire aflpr the health ojf tlie laSieS;^ — bufi 

t(j 
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tq receive the postage. She returoeijl it dyly i|i 
M^hite paper with acknowledgments, ^nd tlien rea^ 
^er letter^ which was Iroui Mr9- B^^% a^d io th^isf 
.«eriH9: 

* My dear young friend, ^ 

* A letter for my brother is ju«^ 
Jbrought into the room, which the hand-writing telU 
>me is your s ; and I am sorry to say, if I have any 
doubt, it is occasioned by a difference from youf 
-usuai writing, which my tears construe into iiinesf 
of body pr mind. I do not c^sq to open the letr 
ter; 'tis against those rules we iMihere to: dpy 
therefpre, write figain to me^ and tell n^e ev|g9i 
what I fear to hear. I shall be easier than in my . 
present suspense. 

* I hope I shall npt be the bearer of news' in menr 
tioning the distress occasioned by Lady Portargis'a 
fiflfair. My brother set off with Lord LuxmoFqi 
yesterday for Ireland ; I understand Reynardspif 
was not to be found when Lord Portargis wrote; 
I hope he will keep out of the way. Her ladyshijf 
ia vei7 violent : she has written a letter to her husr 
band, in which she justifies herself, on the shallow? 
plea of his indifference, and lays the blame of he^ 
eiarrying him, pn the persuasions of her sister. 
This can do nothing for her cause, as I should ima-r 
gine her fair chace of his lordship, and her deter^^ 
minatioii to have him, at all adventures, are pretty 
Botorious. Sir Philip Lorirqer is eitlier in confine- 
Baent or hiding himself from his creditors: he is to 
be gazetted— a circumstance that makes me de^ 

7 voutly 
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Toutly wish some discriminaiion could be made ill 
such cases, between persons of worth whom mis* 
fortune seeks, and knaves and fools who seek mis^ 
fortune. Poor Lady Waveney has son^w in' 
abundance in her latter days ! but I understand 
her conduct as a mother has been so very weak, 
that the effect is not surprising. On this sub- 
ject, indeed, I ought to be silent, though, I trust, 
my grievous disappointment was rather one of those 
chastisements of pride, which are ordained to teach 
us, that *" the race is not to the swift or the batde 
to the strong,' than the consequence of want of 
care on my part I feel comforted that my daugh- 
ter has ciertainly acquitted herself with great merit 
in the trying situation to which her mad folly re- 
duced her: her husband is sobering down; and I 
hope to see them soon out of all difficulties. I am 
sure Basil would himself forgive the anxiety a mo- 
ther must feel for her happiness; and if he kneii^, 
how honestly indignant I have been for him, ho 
would acquit me of any desertion of his interests. 
His last letters are more chearing ; and' it appears 
not improbable that he may soon be in England. 
I shall let him be as angry as he pleases with my 
daughter, if his anger is necessary k) give hira 
spirits to return to us. I know not my brother's 
reasons ; but he seems to have lost, in a great de- 
gree, his wish for his return. 

* Knowing your habitual prudence, T am not cau- 
ti9us in what I say to you. You will act as you 
think good in communicating any part of this ta 
X*ady Jwuxmore, or guppressiiig it wholly^ Hey 

ladyship 
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ladyship has my best wishes, which I ititrost yoo 
to oSer with propriety. 

^ My brother's stay in Ireland^ I hope, will not 
be long enough to admit of your letter reaching 
him ; therefore I shall not forward it Write to 
me immediately^ and tell me every thing that inte* 
rests you. 

* Your's most sincerely, 

^ M, Brett/ 

The communication contained In this letter, more 
effectually paralysed the faculties of Gertrude than 
any thing which could have befallen herself. Not 
to feel for Portargis, however little he claimed her 
sympathy, would have been to renounce her nature. 
She was thankful for her removal, which spared 
her the pam of divulging this misfortune to Lady 
Luxmore. Her attention was now entirely with- 
drawn from her own concerns ; and she had com- 
fort in being with Miss Le Sage, who could make 
large allowances for the weakness of her fellow* 
creatures, and who having witnessed what might 
rather be called the coursing than the courting at 
Brighton, was prepared to speak on the subject of 
the event. 

Gertrude was awakened from the torpor sue* 
ceeding this shock, which had admitted of nothing 
but a short letter to Mrs. Brett, by the unexpect<» 
ed pleasure of a visit from Mr. Mudd, who, in the 
language of plain good sense, almost congratulated 
her on experiencing a little of that vicissitude which 
serves to bring out^ in their turn, the active powers. 

of 
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9f the mind ; he entered into her iktle n^jtativif 
with interest, and rejoiced in ber having regained 
her parent : be approved her design, ^»nd offered 
her every a^^(^PQ^ (h^t CQDld forward it: he tuki 
l^r of i^houf^ i^^.itbiin $ight of bi9, PQ which he had 
been bestowing sp9>e paio^^ in th^ ^agreeable pros** 
pect of dear Lady Elma's return, and for .whom k 
was now^cqadered i^n^t;, ky a happy revolution in 
hercircun^tappes : that relation of her family to 
whom her father's title, and the estates belonging to 
it, bad passed, was childless; and as the title must, at 
his deati), be extinct, he meant to make her his heir, 
and in tlie mean time to support her in a situation 
becoming her expectations. She had recently ob« 
tained her liberty, and was almost daily expected 
in England, This house was how at liberty, and 
nothing was omitted that friendship and kindness 
could ur^e, to induce Gertrude to become thef 
neighlxHT of those fi om whom she knew she might 
expect every act of warm friendship. 

A dwelling which was not too expensive for 
Lady Elma, vhcn obliged to be frugal, she could 
not suppose too expensive for her ; and she decided 
on accepting it. Mr. Mudd added to his offer, 
that of ' any number' of his younger girls, to begin' 
with, and credit on his banker to any amount. 

Had Gertrude had no one but herself to care 
for, she might, in the present occupation of her 
mind, have been less sensible than was just, to this 
new encouragement ; but where her mother was 
Concerned, nothinji; could prevent her acute feeling 
of every increase in her power to render her happy; 

and 
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and she exerted her reason' to shake off as much as 
could be dismissed, ot her anxiety for Portargis, 
who seemed now to have no more prospect of 
worldly happiness than his father's outset in life 
had exhibited, and the event had verified. She 
knew so little of the * course of business' on such 
occasions, that she considered the viscount more 
as a swan deprived of its mate^ than as a fashion- 
able man of honor whom the verdict of a jury was 
to recompense, and the act of the legislature was to 
set free again. One idea this ignorance kept out 
of her head — she was so stupified as not to perceive 
that she might yet, and in a very short time, be re- 
instated in the affections of the viscount, and reco- 
ver her chance for entering the world ' as Lady 
Viscountess Portargis. What fortitude would have 
been requisite to resist this temptation, we leave 
those best acquainted with. Gertrude Aubrey to 
guess* There was something in Mrs. Brett's let- 
ter — not of any very apparent importance — which 
was much more hostile to the recollection of this 
chance, and also to the firm prosecution of her 
more laudable designs. 

While she was thus occupied and employed, 
Miss Le Sage was active in her service. * I have 
endeavored,* said she, * ever since I have known 
the world, to ^void being, in any way, a burthen to 
it. The goodness of Providence has rendered it 
needless for me to ask favors for myselt ; and I 
have always found it a readier way, in the affairs of 
others, to employ my own exertiom , than to levy 
contributions on my friends : I dread making my 

VOL. I v» X visits 



306 THE COUNTESS AND 6£RTllUD£. 

visits dreaded, dierefore I am no fashionable beg« 
gar ; and as in those duties of society that cannot 
be performed alone, I haTC been very very cautious 
in recommending, I find an alacrity to join me, in 
those to whom I address myself. It has always 
appeared to me a matter of great importance to 
preserve our estimation entire for the service of 
others; and having taken this care, you will, I 
trust, find me able to assist you/ 

Miss Le Sage had not said too much of herself. 
Gertrude had never seen any one living with the 
advantages she possessed ; nor had any thing, in the 
experience Lady Luxmore*s acquaintance afforded, 
given her so pleasant an idea of the manner in 
which an English lady, neither young, nor marri- 
ed, nor handsome, nor professing herself * a woman 
of talent,' might live, and be beloved and respected, 
by all around her. * It requires a little care in 
the outset,' said Miss Le Sage : * those who have 
not been select in their connections, when first 
forming them, can seldom recover themselves : if 
my dear mother and I had ever been careless in 
this point, I should find it very difHcult now to 
give notice that I mean to keep none but ^ honest 
company;' but as we never did keep any other, the 
matter is understood, though I assure you it re- 
quires a constant vigilance ; and if ever you live 
much in the world, *you will feel that the more nice 
you are in your society, the more attacks will be 
made on you. I have been sometimes very hard 
run on the subject; but I am invincible: there are 
many whose conversation would embellish my ta- 
9 ble, 
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• 

ble, and whose attention might flatter my vanity ; 
and it requires a little self-denial in one open, as I 
am/ to the fascination of briHiant endowments, to 
resist the temptations they offer ; but if they are 
possessed by bad people, I would rather sit down 
with my tenants and their wives, and talk on brew* 
ing and baking, than I would associate with them. 
And as to those who have nothing but style and 
fashion, and reception in the great world, to coun- 
terbalance their wickedness, I can pity their folly 
and their madness ; but God defend me from their 
society ! What pleasure or what credit should I 
get by being one of the multitude at Mrs. Gamble- 
ton's assemblies, which were so much in request 
last winter, and are to outdo themselves next sea- 
son? The woman returns her income fourscore 
pounds a-year, and lives in a house of a rent four 
times that sum : — she has contrived, nobody knows 
how, to make herself the fashion : the first people in 
the Jcingdom are at her parties ; and I understand, 
firom good authority, that fathers of fortune in the 
country, send their sons to her to be fashioned, and 
that booby 'squires come to her, as to an academy 
for grown gentlemen, to get rid of their sheepish- 
ness, and to learn the manners of the world : she 
has a parcel of pretty daughters who are dispersed 
about her rooms — one sings — one plays the harp — 
others are stuck about the card tables ; and as a 
friend of mine said very truly, the young men who 
learn whist there, must be unlike all others, if they 
mind their game, with such partners or opponents. 
— Such a woman may be regarded as the keeper of 

X 2 a hotel, 
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a hotels but never as the mistress of a respectable 
house : — and this nice distinction, which is gaining 
ground, between those whom we admit to our as- 
semblies, and those whom we admit in private^ is 
a mere pretence. I know not indeed whether it 
would not be safer to see the worst people in pri- 
vate — it would prevent the contagion of example ; 
— if we associate at all with them, it is impossible 
to say what use they will make of the privilege ; and 
it is one I will never grant, but with my good opi- 
nion of the party. — I may be deceived; but I will 
never deceive or degrade myself.' 

The consequence of an adherence to principles 
like these, was that Gertrude saw at Miss Le 
Sage's, the best people, and in the most advantage- 
ous point of view; for though she was beloved too 
much to be violently feared, she was too much re- 
spected to leave any body a temptation to * be- 
have their worst.' In that way, which is so easy 
to those who have laid a good foundation, and 
whose active powers are not benumbed by some 
evil 0|)idte, she introduced Gertrude to the atten- 
tion and regard of her most valuable friends, and 
sparing her every painful kindness, she had nego- 
tiated, without her participation, to an extent that 
might be depended on, for nearly filling her house 
on the day when she should be ready to open it. 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER LXXXIII. 

Fortitude in calamity » A visit to kind friends, A bargain* 
Sensible arrangements* A catastrophe. Sources of consola» 
tion, Ajojiful meeting. 

Good was beginning to preponderate against evil, 
and Gertrude was enjoying a little self-complacency 
in the control her incessant occupation allowed her 
to gain over the recoi ing disposition of her 
thoughts, when a visit from Lord Luxmore and Mr. 
Sydenham surprised her. They had reached Lon- 
don only the day before, and were equally puzzled 
at finding her removed : their call oR the countess 
had been made when she was from home or denied, 
therefore it was only from the servants, that they 
had learnt it The earl appeared inclined to resent 
her not apprising him of it; but he wai soon con- 
vinced of her innocence. He began to tell of his 
son's 'distress;' but as often as he made the at- 
tempt, he relapsed into enquiries about Gertrude's 
proceedings and views ; and the interests seemed so 
nearly balanced, that, in his expressions, it was not 
always easy to discover which of the parties was 
the object of his commiseration and solicitude. 
When he spoke on the subject of Gertrude's pro- 
jected scheme, it was with a feeling of disapproba- 
tion, similar to that with which he referred to the ill* 
conduct of his daughter-in-law ; and perhaps though 

neither 
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neither the characters nor motives of the ladies 
could be brought into comparison, it might have 
proved equally a work of labor to bring either of 
them to a state of repentance. 

Lord Portargis, she learnt, was in Dublin, clear- 
ing the ground for the prosecution of his claim to a 
divorce; she asked with anxiety, after the state of 
his spirits : Lord Luxmore replied, ' Why they are 
as good, I think, as we have any right to expect.' 
An appealing look to Mr. Sydenham, gave him 
permission to say, that he must confess he had ne- 
ver seen him gayer. * Why,* said the earl, * the 
tiling is indeed so common now !' 

But we must do justice, and confess that though 
Lord Luxmore had undoubtedly many things, and 
some of them weighty, just now on his mind, no 
one of them, nor all together, nor even Gertrude's 
obsthiacy in persevering against his expressions of 
disapprobation, abated his energy in offering his 
services. If she was not to be dissuaded from do* 
ing rights he would assist her endeavors :— a house 
in London, or at Luxmore, and an income which 
it should not be in his power to revoke, and her 
friend Mr. Sydenham for her trustee, were offers 
made, first on condition that she would ' preserve 
her independence' and afterwards, in connection 
with her laudable intentions. 

To accept and be grateful, is sometimes easier 
than to refuse and seem so ; but his lordship knew 
Gertrude Aubrey; and as Mr. Sydenham had, 
through the whole course of the conversation, given 
his voice decidedly in favor of her plan, and ad- 
vised 
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vised her availing herself of Mr. Mudd's friendship, 
she had a better reason than hei; own will, for beii^ 
firoi. 

Very little had been said about Lady Luxmore, 
and not a word of Basil Sydenham. It was to be 
supposed his father's politeness would not suffer 
him to mention his own affairs : the supposition, 
however, must have arisen, like many of Gertrude's 
ideas, out of her ignorance ; for she might have 
learned from Mrs. Standard, if she had had sense 
enough to take a lesson, that it is very polite to call 
on a friend who has just lost an only daughter, and 
to detail the delight of her darling Fanny Standard 
at Bath, and just on the eve of her first ball. * You 
can easily judge, my dear Mrs. Childless,' said the 
agreeable and sensitive Mrs. Standard^ * what it 
must be to a girl of eighteen, to have such a plea- 
sure in view, and what a mother must feel for her ! 
I shall long for her next letter to tell me bow it 
went off".' 

But be the cause of Mr. Sydenham's silence on 
his son's expected return, which had now actually 
taken place, what it might, certain it is, that he 
was not mentioned by either of her visitors ; and 
curious as Gertrude was on the subject, somehow 
or other she did not name him. 

She had, by Miss Le Sage's indulgent delicacy, 
been permitted to receive this visit alone; and now 
requesting Lord Luxmore to let her know how the 
countess bore the disagreeable tidings, and to offer 
her every ser\'ice in her power, and charging Mr. 
Sydenham, who was returning to Luxmore, with 

affectionate 
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affectionate message's to Mrs. Brett, she received 
their kind adieus, and next turned her thoughts to- 
wards the business of the following morning, a 
jowniey into Sussex, to visit her friends, Mr. and 
Mrs. Mudd, and to judge of the mansion proiX)scd 
to her. 

Miss Le Sage had very much urged Mrs. Au- 
brey's remaining with her, while her daughter went 
on this business; but Gerlrude could not prevail 
on herself to be separated from her mother, whose 
sweetness of temper and gentle disposition would 
have attached her, even if a stranger. If she was 
absent from her only an hour, she felt anxious ; and 
her first enquiry on entering the house, if her mo- 
ther was not with her, was as to her safety. * The 
pride of a mother,' said Gertrude, ' in setting off 
to advantage, and exhibiting to view a lovely baby, 
everyone can understand and feel; but my delight 
and vanity about my mother, seem feelings njade * 
for me alone: — I shall never forgive Aaron Hill for 
ridiculing Pope's love for his mother. I say seri- 
ously, what he said ironically. ' 01 what a delight- 
ful thing it is to have a mother !" 

Arriving at Mr. Mudd's domain, they were met 
by the family, with a cordiality that left no doubt 
of their satisfaction. If Gertrude perceived any 
difference towards herself, it was in an addition of 
respect : that which Mrs. Aubrey received, the de- 
lighted mother attributed to 'the previous good-will 
her daughter had insured, 

Diligerfce, which none but an jictive mind can 
commaricd; had put the house in a state of forward- 
ness, 
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ness, that shewed how suitable it w as to the pur- 
pose for which it was destined, and left no appre- 
hension but of its claim to a larger rent than that 
for which Gertrude had made her estimate. * Had 
I built you a house/ said Mr. Mudd, * I would 
listen to you ; but this is literally made out of a 
good brick-barn, a most unsightly thing, yet not 
worthless enough to be thrown away. By whiten- 
ing it, and cutting windows in it, I have made it, at 
a small expence, a pretty object; and as I looked 
for nothing more than a good neighbor in it, any 
rent that I allow you to pay, is a favor granted 
you. By the beginning of October it shall be 
ready to receive you.' 

A week spent with these truly good people, passed 
agreeably and profitably to Gertrude, and intro-- 
duced Mrs. Aubrey, in a way that made her 
almost impatient for their final settlement near 
them. Miss Le Sage was informed of their ap- 
probation of the house, and the ease with which 
they might now very soon take possession of it: she 
could not object ; but by many rational arguments 
and an endeavor not unsuccessful to convince them 
she was mindful of h^r own gratification, she pre- 
vailed on Gertrude so far to postpone her plan, as 
to pass the winter with her in town with her mo- 
ther, promising that she would ask no indulgence 
beyond the last week in March. 

* A little consideration,' said Miss Le Sage, 
* will convince you that, in what I urge, I am riot 
merely selfish. If you are to undertake to form 
the manners of others^ as manners are regulated 

bv 
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by a permanent standard, or entirely arbitrary, it 
is fit you shottld see them in their l>est situations. 
It b a point, in my opinion, too little considered 
with regard to those to whom indolent or inefficient 
parents turn over their cares and their duties : 
they expect their daughters to be made fit for the 
m^ortd, by persons whom they do not allow leisure 
to see the world ; and then they apologise for the 
pupil, and stigmatise the teacher, by the excuse 
that, * poor girl !' she is so aukward, just from 
school/ If you will bestow the first part of what 
is catted the winter on me, I think I can supply, 
whatever deficiency of acquaintance with the forms 
and fashions of the world. Lady Luxmore s plan 
of seclusion for you has left 

Gertrude was convinced, as well as persuaded, 
and, on this plan, returned with her motlierto Miss 
Le Sage's, where they had spent near six weeks, see- 
ing Lord Luxmore almost daily, when a messenger 
from the earl announced a catastrophe to Lord 
Portargis's family-misfortune, for which no one 
was prepared. The viscount had arrived in Lon- 
don, late on the preceding day, and after Lord 
Luxmore had called at Miss Le Sage's : he had 
brought a friend with him from Dublin, and had 
dined with his father. The curiosity of his friend 
had induced him to go to one of the theatres; and 
there he had unfortunately met Reynardson.— 
* That's the rascal,' was the expression by which 
Lord Portargis pointed him out to his companion; 
and this being overheard and noticed by a gentle- 
man with whom Reynardson was in conversatiqn^ 

could 
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could not pass unheeded. A duel^ that Gothic 
remedy for a broken faith! had ensued at day* 
light, the following oioming ; and in this daring 
appeal to the justice of the world's deity, chance^ the 
innocent had fallen, and by falling had cleared the 
ground for his adversary, who having a postchaise 
in readiness, took the opportunity to set off for 
Waveney castle in Ireland, where, though lieartily 
despising his conquest, he hoped to obtain a shelter 
from his wants, by offering the only reparation in 
his power * an honorable marriage* with her whom 
he had so apropos made a widow. 

Miss Le Sage had received these tidings alone, 
€tfid,^as cautiously as possible, she communicated 
tliem to Gertrude, but in such a case, no caution 
could be sufficient. Nothing had ever so much 
afSicted Gertrude: it appeared so out of the 
course of things, that it had every aggravation of 
misfortune, without presenting an alleviating cir- 
cumstance ; and horror was mingled with regret 

At the first moment of recollection, she wished 
to go to Lady Luxmore, or at least to offer her 
every attention; but the possibility that she might 
yet be ignorant of the dreadful event, restrained 
her. 

She had heard from the earl nothing to encou- 
rage her to offer her services. Charmed with Miss 
Maudlin, the countess had rejoiced in Gertrude's 
affording her an opportunity to make the exchange; 
and uninterested in her son's marriage, she had re* 
ceived the news of its probable dissolution, with 
apathy. The persuasions of Mr. Sydenham had 

induced 
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induced bis lordship to make one visit : the per* 
suasion of all the world could not have induced 
him at that time to repeat it ; but now, softened by 
rearcal amity, and feeling, like a man of honor, the 
obligation to share her affliction, should it fall 
heavily, he desired Miss Aubrey might be told be 
should go to her himself with thd tidings. 

The ensuing forty-eight hours, during w^hich 
Gertrude neither ate nor slept, nor thought on a ' 
second subject, afforded her leisure to condemn 
herself, if she could have perceived that any part., 
of hefr conduct had, actively or negatively, led to 
this misfortune : her conscience, in its present ex- 
asperated state, would have shewn her the point 
of delinquency; but she recollected with satisfac- 
tion, her perfect submission, while at Brighton, 
to the will of those who, at one time, •seemed to 
fancy their happiness would be increased, and at 
another time marred, by her admission into the fa- 
mily: her justification of herself in her last con- 
versation with Portargis, had been sincere ; and 
in the integrity of truth, the same arguments pame, 
in this-trying moment, to her recollection. 

Mis6 Le Sage was good to all : she made Mrs. 
Aubrey her peculiar care, while Gertrude was in- 
capacitated from receiving chearful attentions; 
and admitting the jusiice of her sorrow, she did not 
increase it by opposing obstacles to its natural 
course of reduction by its own violence. Corre- 
ji'^mdinij with the earl, that she ini<*ht inform him 
of the situation of her friends, and communicate 
his to them, she prevailed on him to quit his hotel,- 

and 
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and accept the privacy of her bouse. His acqui- 
fiscencq and removal, though? at first distressing to 
all, gave Gertrude a motive for exertion ; and a 
few days seemed, in some degree, to reconcile him 
to an inevitable calamity : he could not complain 
of disappointed hopes, or the privation of com- 
fort expected from his son ; nor could any senti- 
ment of sdf-pity point out strenuous endeavors as 
thrown away on one who might have been warned 
from his fate. — * I do not see how Portargis could 
act otherwise/ was an expression of sentiment as 
satisfactory in this case as 

' TLanks to the Godsl nay boy has -done iis duty/ - 

in another. Nobody was cruel enough to hint, 
that if Abb^ Bonfront had not takfen the place 
of Mr. Sydenham, at a time when relaxation of 
discipline is nothing more nor less than 'ruindrest 
in smiles.' Viscount Portargis might perchance have 
seen that honor required him to fulfil his voluntary 
engagement to Gertrude Aubrey, and that, to be 
hunted into a connection with a family whom he 
could not esteem, and into a marriage with a wo- 
man whom he could not love, must, in the very 
nature of things, lead to disaster. Lord' Luxmore 
therefore gradually recovered his composure; and 
it was in the power of Gertrude to lead his recol* 
lection from the painful subject, to her interests, 
which, but for this character of usefulness,, would 
have remained in a distant horizon. 

Almost against the consent of the earl, she had 
written to Lady Luxmore, begging that if she 
could be of the smallest usq or consolation, «he 

; . . WOUH 
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would permit her to wait on her. The answer was 
a civil refusal ; her ladyship was very ill, and saw 
^ no company/ Even to her husband, there was 
no relaxation of this decree : he, not to be want- 
ing in kindness, or to satisfy Gertrude, went every 
evening to her house, where he rarely saw any but 
her servants; for Miss Maudlin generally bad 
some engagement with her own friends ; ahd as 
the countess kept her chamber, acquitted herself 
by observing, which was strictly true, that she 
' could do no good.' His lordship bribed the ser- 
vants to be assiduous, and finding it in vain to of- 
fer his attentions, and not chusing longer to bur- 
then Miss Le Sage, he betook himself to the 
house of a fiiend in Bedfordshire, from whence 
he meant, as soon as his spirits should be a little 
recovered, to remove to Luxmore, where, as he - 
said, and said sincerely, the greatest, if not the 
only comfort the world had now to give him, wad 
to be found in the conversation of his friend Sy- 
denham. 

Whatever might have been Mrs. Aubrey's faults, 
natural, hereditary, or contracted, they had re- 
ceived a correction that left little tliat needed the 
forbearance of others. That which would, in any 
other mother, have been approbation of it daughter s 
conduct, was, in her, respect, deference, and ad- 
miration, not improbably, increased by their sepa* 
ration. She knew none of the means by which 
Gertrude had raised herself to estimation ; but the 
Opinion of all who spoke of her, testified the fact : 

she 
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she saw her at a great height of excellence; but 
the path by which she had reached it, she couki 
not descry: mystery increases wonder; and Mrs. 
Aubrey was astonished at her daughter's * superi- 
ority/ To her judgment she referred every thing, 
and seemed to rejoice in the security of acting 
undef it, while some little, not only excusable, 
but amiable pride, was evidently derived from a 
sagacity she had acquired in littie things. Such 
modest pretensions^ which she was happy to jfiad 
met with confidence, prevented her feeling any 
painful idea of uselessness, while her dispositioa 
to be grateful, and her soft character, won on all 
Gertrude's friends. 

Thus pleased with each other, and each zealous 
in promotingthe others' happiness, they saw, without 
reluctance, the time arrive when they were to ex- 
change their boiTowed comfoits for a permanent 
home. April seemed preparing the fabled delights 
of May, when, with sentiments of the most glowing 
gratitude and unalterable attachment, Mrs. Aubrey^ 
in re-instated iiealth, anil Gertrude firmly resigned 
to whatever might be her lot, took possession of 
a most comfortable and elegant abode, where good 
sense and kind hearts had anticipated every wish, 
and the promise of friendship of no common sort, 
added the social embellishuients of life to the fair 
prospect of a well-merited provision for its wants. 

Great — almost inexpressibly great — was Ger- 
trude*s joy in finding with Mr. and Mrs. Mudd, 
unaltered by absence, and unhurt by sudden goo4 

fortune. 
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fortune, her kind friend Lady £laia De Ruse, 
who meeting more than half Avay, any one who 
dared not approach her, welcomed Mrs. Aubrey 
as her co-adjutrix in the care.of Gertrude, and as 
one who claimed a privilege, that, with any body 
else, she would have disputed. 

Lady Elma had much to hear, and more to re- 
late; and day after day abated nothing ot the de- 
light with which Gertrude and she met, or the re- 
luctance with which they parted. Amongst the 
fortuitous events of tliis life, might be ranked her 
being enabled to bring news of Basil Sydenham, 
with whom she had sailed from Morlaix : he had 
been taken by a French vessel, some weeks before, 
in his passage home from Malta, and was so fortu- 
nate as to be released at the time she obtained her 
liberty. She could tell that he had a prospect of 
being quai ten d on the southern coast, and that, 
therefore, they had a ciiarice of seeing him, on his 
return from his father's, whither he was now gone. 
A letter from Mrs. Brett confirmed these tidings, 
and told her how very much Basil was charmed 
with the fascinating Lady Elma. 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER LXXXiV. 

Stttled at homcm A mind ill at ease. Fascination^ Setitfor 
ct last. A journey in vain. Serious thoughts. Chagrin^ 
Despondency. An electric shock. Decent conduct. An 
assiduous friend. A magnificent project. A hindling ima.. 
gination. Sedate counsel. Difference of opinion^ The 
voidower. Scrupulous propriety. Good resolves: 

Gerteude settled herself in her hew habitation ; 
and her active plan, though not yet entered on» 
met every encouragement from all but the earl; 
^et^ notwithstanding all her efforts, and all her 
surrounding comforts, she found it a greater ex- 
ertion than ever, to prevent falling into dejection. 
Under Lady Luxmore's discipline, she had never 
felt wayward or fastidious ; now, nothing pleased 
her: * Surely,* said she^ * I am either ill or very 
much to blame: I am not as happy as I ought to 
be. Poor Portargis I what good will my grief do 
thee ? — Lord Luxmore is out of my reach : I am 
sorry for him ; but he is still with kind friends j 
and I hope he will soon be able to go to Luxmore ; 
and then Mr- Sydenham will be every thing to 
him. Lady Luxmore sputns my attention. My 
mother is so much moire to me than I could have 
hoped; and I haveisoqh a fair prospect! — and 
^veiy body is so kind to me !— Well 1 perhaps I 
rot. ir. r want 
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want employment. I am so used to work hard 
that I cannot be happy without work. I am now 
spoilt by indulgence, though I have not been idle- 
Then I shall certainly be belter after Midsummer, 
when I enter on my active life, O ! what a com- 
fort to have an occupation ! — I will be doubly di- 
ligent in the interim, in my own improvement : 
for thus much I will venture to say to myself; — I 
must not think/ 

Her own exertions did much; and in a few 
weeks, her friends were pleased to see the good 
effects of Sussex air on her countenance. Lady 
Elma was preparing a town-residence for herself; 
but her home was still Mr. Mudd's ; and her po- 
pularity brought, to whatever place was her abode, 
a considerable resort of persons of distinction, for 
birth or talents. In as much of this as could be 
agreeable, Gertrude had her share ; and even her 
own reluctance became a motive to going into the 
society of Mr. Mudd's house, when she would 
gladly have remained quietly in her own. 

Basil Sydenham, now lieutenant-colonel, came 
into the neighborhood ; and his first vish was ta 
Lady Elma : his second to Gertrude. There were 
recollections in the mind of each, that made the 
meeting painful and distressing ; and some minutes 
passed before either could speak freely; but Lady 
Elma soon joined them, and the scene changed on 
lier entrance. Lady Elma gave her own hue to' 
whatever surrounded her. The colonel who, hi- 
therto, seemed borne down by the painful recur- 

rencei 
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itnces of his meeting with Gertrude, was now the 
lively dcmbk of Lady Elma, whose railleries he 
caught at the rebound, and who seemed, of all 
persons, the one in whose hands he appeared to 
the most advantage. 

In their walk round Mr, Mudd's grounds, Ger- 
trude fell back, and entered into the pursuits of 
the young ones, but on Mr. Mudd's coming up to 
them, she resumed her place, to learn what Co- 
lonel Sydenham could tell of the earl, who, shp 
found, was still in Bedfordshire, and not inclined 
to change his abode. The visit ended by inviting 
the visitor to dine : the invitation was accepted 
for the next day; and Lady Elma, when he was 
gone, condescended to apologise, with all her 
graces, to Gertrude, for having drawn off her 
friend. . . 

More than ever was the image of Pprtargis pre- 
sent to Gertrude's mind after this interview. Mr. 
Sydenham, in what he had done for his son, seemed 
to have shewn what he could have done for his 
pupil ; and Basil was so entirely what all a fathef 
could wish, that she could not but hope it would 
be long before the earl's grief met the severe trial 
of a comparison. Called off as he had been from 
her, she yet felt no mortification : his manner to 
her was distinguishing, even in neglect; and in 
making his arrangement for the next day, he told 
her he had so much to say to her, tt^at he should 
sit an hour with her before he made his appear- 
ance at Mr. Mudd's. She was pleased and sooth- 
ed by his kindness; but her spirits were not raised. 

Y 2 On 
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On the day following, she was dressing, that she 
might be ready to receive him, when she was 
gi'eatly surprised by the hasty arrival of Lady 
Luxmoie's footman, who came to inform her that 
. bis lady had been ordered to Brighton, — tliat she 
had reached it three days before; — and was then 
So ill that her life was not expected. Miss Maud- 
lin had left her; she had only servants with her; 
and she earnestly requested to see Miss Aubrey ; 
for which purpose, she had sent her carriage to 
convey her : it had put up at the neighboring inn, 
and, in an hour, would be ready to set out. 

In such a case, there could be no hesitation. 
Gertrude lost not a moment: she informed her 
friends of the summons ; and committing her mo- 
ther, whom she dared not take with her, to their 
care, she left a message of matter of fact, by way 
of apology to Colonel Sydenham, for her absence, 
' and set oiit, with less hope than she appeared to 
have, of returning the next day. 

But diligent as she had been,^ she was too late. 
The countess had, in an hour after her messenger 
departed, breathed her last, in complaints of the 
ingratitude and deceit of the world. The account 
the servants gave of the extreme dejection of spirits 
and increased bodily sufferings under which* this 
unhappy woman had labored, since Gertrude left 
her, would have been severely afflicting, had the 
separation originated with her, or had any atten- 
tion, on her part, been wanting; but an acquitting 
conscience admitted no remorse ; and what sorrow 

she 
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she felt for Lady Luxmore, was the genuine com- 
passion of a fellow-creature. 

Nothing remaining to be done that Gertrude 
could, with any propriety, do, she left it to those on 
the spot, to inform his lordship of his loss, and 
putting herself into a post-chaise, set off on her re- 
turn, reflecting, in the little journey, on the irregular 
pace of this world's affairs. Years of her life had 
glided by, in the same equal tenor, with no varia- 
tion to which she M-as sensible, but in her height 
and the (expansion of her mind : her will had been 
passive ;- she had known no responsibility, for she 
had had no trust. If she had possessed no active 
vii'tue, she had been secured against the commission 
of any very great faults ; and if enjoyment had 
been denied her, she seemed at an equal distance 
from calamity : she felt grateful that she had not, 
even when most oppressed, been insensible to the 
important blessings of maintenance and protec- 
tion. She had had, indeed, few, very few friends, to 
call forth the social feelings. Mr. Sterling, good. 
Mr. Sterling ! had possessed her esteem : Lady 
Luxmore could claim nothing higher than her pa- 
tience : Portargis had her juvenile affection : Lord 
Luxmore had now her gratitude. For some she' 
had felt, -by the permission or prohibition of those 
who ruled her ; but Mr. Sydenham and Mrs. Brett, 
Lady Elma, and Miss Le Sage, she hoped she might 
call her tried personal friends. Of the persons rising 
to her remembrance as her first connections, how 
large a proportion was now, in a short space, 
6 wept away! The family in which she had been 

reared, 
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reared, seemed almost annihilated ; it was, indeei^ 
reduced to one solitary being, and he, she doubted 
not, would soon be drawn away by views of hap* 
piness, which she could not but wish he should 
pursue. Then followed the recollection, * But I 
have my mother, and a home, and the prospect of 
a comfortable provision. I must now, indeed, 
take, as friends, persons comparatively strangers ; 
but they already make me forget that they are so ; 
and if I can retain them, and preserve my mother 
to a good old age, in health and comfort, I have 
3till more indulgencies than I had any right to 
expect/ 

She got back to Mr. Mudd's about a quarter of 
an hour after Colonel Sydenham had quitted the 
party ; and not being inclined to meet those who 
had been invited to meet him, she drove home, 
where her mother soon joined her in an ecstacy of 
clelight, at the termination of an absence which 
her spirits could, even now, ill bean 

The shock of Lady Luxmore's death, which no 
previous intelligence had represented as probable, 
was not lessened by her want of power to interest 
the afFpctions : there is, perhaps, niost good sense 
in grieving for those who are the least a loss to the 

world. 

An express had been sent to the earl to inform 
him of the death of his lady : it had found him at 
the house of his friend in Bedfordshire, very little 
recovered from the state of mental chagrin, as it 
^ay most fitly be termed, into which the death of 
bis son hud thrown him. When the effect of the 

. 7 $m 
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first shock had subsided, his friend "sought mean? 
to chear him, but in vain : he could not cheat him- 
self into the adoption of any of the common motives 
to consolation : he rejected them all, on this can- 
did ground, that it was absurd in him to loofe 
abroad for those supports which enabled persons 
entitled to them, to bear up under the inflictions of 
Providence. 

* I am not so destitute of fortitude,' S£fid be, in 
a letter to Mr. Sydenham, * as to shrink from the 
calamities of life; |3ut I shrink from my own con- 
cern in this. I can conceive the situation of many 
a parent, even in consigning the last of many pro- 
piising children to the grave, enviable when com- 
pare4 to minp. I do not suppose it possible to 
live alone without thinking : in the dissipatjon of 
the world it may be done ; but in tlie seclusion 
which, you knpw, my dissatisfaction with the 
world, or with myself, as you will perhaps tell me, 
has made me seek, I seem to have prep^^red, not to 
endure this blow, but to fee] it more keenly.' 

* No ma,n was ever, I believe, so uncouifortable 
in his domestic situation as I have baen. Except 
for the few weeks at Brighton after my fall, I da 
not remember atime,when hpine possessed any at- 
traction to me ; and even then, I was not without 
vexations : Lady Luxmore's temper was almost in- 
tolerable : Portargi^ thwarting me in every thing, 
poor fellow !— but still I was acting. to my own 
satisf^iction; and Gatty Aubrey was a great com- 
fort : hg-d Heaven blest me, I have ofi^en thought, 
mXh such ^ daughter, 1 am sure I could have 

borne 
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))orae a great deal, but in general, it has been my 
lot to have much to endure, and no motive for en- 
during it— so that, to tell you the truth, I am weary 
of the world : and at scarce the middle age, I feel 
my spirits old ; and without much recollection pf 
the past or care for the future in this life, I regret 
the days that are gone, and deprecate those that are 
to come. In the fate of ray poor boy, I read hourly 
a chapter of my own folly, and convinced that I 
have played my part very ill in this world, I have 
little encouragement to think on another. All this is 
the fruit of my preposterous marriage ! Write to me 
soon ; for I need all your good sense and good temr 
per — andji you know, there is no one in the world 
to whom my heart is so open as to you.' 

* P. S. I open my letter again. An express 
has just brought me the astonishing news that Lady 
Luxmore died at Brighton on Tuesday ! I ca^ 
scarce believe it. J must defer finishing this — 

^ My friends are so good as to excuse my ab« 
sence from the dinner-table, and let me have a table 
laid in another room. I have written by the mes- 
senger to say what I would have done> and shall 
send one of my men off in the morning to F to 
tell him to go down and take the management of 
every things — I should chuse to have her buried 
from her own house, and you will be consulted 019 
the day when we shall want you at Luxmore. Tb^ 
facility with which I admitted your feelings in the 
<:a8e of my poor boy, will I hope, make you easy if 
you chuse to employ your cura^ now— 'tihough } 

dpi 
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do not suppose there is the same sentiment in the 
two cases, 

* I could not finish this last night. I am now 
•writing at five in the morning. Not once have I 
closed my eyes. This shock has roused me com* 
pletely. I shall send this by a special messenger, 
so that my inability to write yesterday will occasion 
no delay. I shall go to town the day after the fu- 
neral, to arrange matters ; and, I tell you fairly, my 
next solicitude will be to secure Gertrude Aubrey. 
—I have been, you know; always candid with you 
on the subject ; and I now feel the comfort of that 
mode of proceeding, I must be firee to say I shall 
be hurt by any objections. I know all you can 
say, but I am resolved ; and if you knew the cor- 
rect plan on which I mean to set out and to ad^ 
you would not, I am sure, oppose me — ^you woulcj 
think it right. — O ! could you but feel as I do, 
in the prospect of being able to repay that good 
girl for all that I have seen her suffer — and what 
I have seen, can be nothing in comparison to her 
endurances for, so many years. I understand she 
-was sent for by Lady L.'s desire, but too late— 
consequcLtl , h knows all I could tell her on the 
subject* I am not sufficiently master of my feel- 
injis just I o»v, to write, perhaps, as I ought; but I 
would not have her made to suspect my intentions; 
-T-you and Mrs, Brett will therefore do me a favor 
by remaining silent till you hear again from me.* 

The days of suspense which followed Gertrude's 
^f uitless visit to ^righton^ she spent in preparing 

such 
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^uch inourning as might express a due sense of qh* 
ligation to the deceased countess ; and till she sup- 
posed the funeral over, she paid her the respect of 
keeping within her own house and garden, and de« 
dining visits except from Mr. Mudd's house. 
Lady Jilma was most kindly assiduous about her ; 
&he spent much of every day with her, and approv- 
ing very highly the line she had drawn by sayint* 
she would sec no visitors but Mr. Mudd's family, 
she convinced polonel %denbam that he could 
pot come under that description, and obliged him 
to content his politeness with a message of en- 
quiry, when h^ made his almost daily visit to them 
and to her ladyship. 

Had Gertrude afEected to consider Lady Lux- 
inore's death too deeply. Lady Elma would not 
have permitted it ; but shjB was too sober-minded 
to need a corrector; and few take the trouble of 
governing us, when they see we can govern our- 
selves. The weejc qf seclusion therefore pro- 
duced its proper effect; it had, in its commence- 
ment, founcj her shocked : at its departure, it left 
ier serious; and havjqg heard from Brighton all 
that could be learnt there op the subject, she she^- 
^d h^i'^i^lf at church on the following Sunday, and 
dined \yith her ipQther at lyir. Mudd's. Colonel 
Sydenham ^as of the party, ^nd the next day he 
called on her; but Lady £lma's friendly attentions 
were not remitted ; she came with him, under the 
persuasion that her friend could not bear the fa-* 
tjgujs of much conversation, and took him away, in 
time to prevent all injury from th^ c^use, 

' Whea 
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When he came nextjshe was equally careful ^You 
shall gossip as you please,' said she, * when you can 
talk of something beside that poor old creature 
Lady Luxmore; but I will not have my Gatty s re- 
turning chearfulness clouded again by talking over 
all the disagreeable she has been made to suffer. 
So far this was kind ; and the good intention of it 
could not be doubted, but the object of her care 
would sometimes have dispensed with the gay in- 
trusion; and perhaps Lady Elma began to suspect 
this^ when one morning having t&ken her out to 
■walk, she said to Gertrude : 

* You will perhaps think me very wayward, if I 
tell you that, notwithstanding my extraordinary 
good fortune at present, and the great prospects 
Which my generous relation has assured to me, I 
question whether I am as happy as in my poverty; 
but hear me, and you will not think me absurd. 
^y discontent is founded on my apprehension that 
I shall not meet with that sort of attachment in the 
world, which would gratify me. I shall find, or I 
. shall suspect, every one selfish — in short, I shall not 
be loved for my own sake ; and as I grow older, 
the attention I may meet with, and indeed need, will 
\>Q embittered by my perverse sagacity which will 
tell me it is for the sake of a remembrance in my 
will. I have seen, my dear girl, too much of the 
wofld to impose on myself. If all its inhabitants 
indeed were like you, one should have nothing to 
regret but that it was ever to be quitted ; but we 
must take it as it is, and make the best of it. My 
p^ind is l^adp up as to what would contribute most 

to- 
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to dispel these unpleasant ideas and make life desi*^ 
rable to me : I have thought a great deal on the 
subject, since my situation has been so improved ; 
and I have resolved to marry again. Believe me, 
had I reqiiuned poor, I never would have thought 
of it : . I carried Colonel de Ruse a fortune, though 
hot a large one, b»it — but it was worth his accept- 
ance ; and 1 was happy in sacrificing almost all of it, 
to hi r ; but I never would have suffered any of my 
friends to have congratulated each other on my 
rescue from want, by means of a husband. Now 
the case is very different : I can make the fortune 
of a deserving man ; and this would please me fsc^ 
more than a splendid match : — a man on whom a 
woilnan confers an obligation, must be sensible of 
what he owes her, unless she chuses a blockhead^ 
which, upon my honor, I shall not. — I can con- 
ceive nothing so delightful as the conferring such a 
benefit, and finding it repaid by that sentiment it 
must inspire. To see an amiable man distinguish* 
ed among his circle of acquamtance, for his 
houses, his grounds^ his table, his wines, his 
horses, his library, his pictures, and all those 
things which make a large income desirable, ^.nd to 
feel that he owes it all to one's self! — O! if he be 
but an amiable pan, think of the exquisite gratifi-' 

cation T 

Gertrude thus appealed to, assented, 
* Trust me,' continued her ladyship, ' I will do 
nothing to degrade myself. When I talk of rais- 
ing thp man I marry, I do not mean to lift him 
put of the niire. I am certain you will not disap- 
prove 
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prove my choice, since it is a friend of your's on 
whom I have fixed it.' 

' Of mine? Lady Elma.' 
' * Yes, of your's, ma petite^ and his being yoiir's, 
is one of his many recommendations to me. — la 
short, I may aff well tell you at once : — it is Syden- 
ham. Arid now that you have my confidence, 
which you will not, I am sure, betray, I know I 
may expect from you all the assistance in your 
power; and I am persuaded you will be happy in 
an opportunity of returning the friendship I so sin- 
cerely feel for you. What I know of Sydenham 
myself,' continued she, ' is enough to satisfy me; 
but his high estimation in his profession, and the 
manner in which he is mentioned by every one 
who knows him, will satisfy the world that I have 
inade an honorable choice.' 

' And is he aware that you — ?' 

* Not precisely aware of my full intentions ; 

but — 

* But,' inteiTupted Gertrude, * you have, I sup- 
pose, reason to believe that — ' 

* I know what you mean,' replied her ladyship, 

* but you must consider the great difference there 

is between my situation, and that of, perhap, I may 

say, any other woman in England. I am an earl's 

daughter — ^he the son of a clergyman. I have now 

3,0001. a-year at my own disposal. I shall, in the 

course of a very few years, have an income of 

12,0001. I shall not want for great offers; but I 

am "decided.' 

* And 
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* And what does Colonel Sydenham know oif 
your plan ?' 

* Why thus far : — I have paid him the compli- 
ment of asking his opinion on two or three points 
of prudence with regard to my affairs ; and his 
advice has been so good that I have pledged myself 
always to resort to it I have frankly told him all 
that I now tell you, except naming him/ 

* And how did he receive it ?* 

* Q ! admirably : — he admitted the force of all I 
said, but advised me to consider how happy I an^ 
at present. When I had got so far as to say I 
meant to make the fortune of some amiable man, 
he exprest his fear that the world afforded few de- 
serving of the distinction : he warned me to be very 
cautious, and wished he had a friend to name to 
me ; but the matter, he said, was too important 
for any one to interfere in, and had he even a bro- 
ther of whom he thought ever so well, he could not 
venture. — ^Now at our next sitting, I intend to go 
a little closer to the point; for I cannot expect, 
nor perhaps could I wish him, to depart from that 
distant and respectful situation which will make it 
necessary for nic to be explicit,' 

Mrs. Aubrey stopt this extraordinary but not, 
unprecedented communication, by bringing to her 
daughter a newspaper, in which Lady Luxmore's 
house and furniture in town were advertised for 
sale, and with it a letter from Lord Luxmore, 
brought by a special messenger from Brighton, 
where he had just arrived, and desiring her to be 

at 
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St home and alone at three o'clock that day, when 
he should make her a visit on business of import- 
ance. 

Not in the habit of making a mystery of what 
concerned herself, she communicated this to her 
mother and Lady Elma; and it was easy to per- 
ceive that hopes were kindled in the mind of the 
former, not at all friendly to her steadiness in the 
furtherance of Gertrude's intentions. 

To check immediately this disposition to be mis^* 
led, she affected to consider the earl's visit as a mat- 
ter of more concern to him than to her. and talked 
more earnestly than ever of her prospects, and the 
superior independence of a life of active exertion. 

Lady Elma, whose lively sagacity had led her to 
JUrs. Aubrey's thoughts, threw her whole weight 
into the opposite scale, in a way highly reasona- 
ble, but not very flattering. * For Heaven's sake, 
my good Mrs. Aubrey,' said she, * do not you 
take any nonsense into your head : let your daugh- 
ter manage: she has too much good sense to sup- 
pose she and you can live without the very lauda- 
ble exertion she proposes to make : such women as 
Gatty should set an example; and I am sure the 
world win be all the better for h'er's.' 

Gertrude turned into the house when they reach- 
ed it, and in replying to Lord Luxmore's letter, she 
chose to. consider his attentions as at an end; she 
acknowledged those hitherto received, and repre- 
sented her present views as in a state of certainty, 
that exonerated his friendship. At the same time 
she exprest a polite pleasure, in the liope of seeing 
him. 

Colonel 
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Colonel Sydenham called while she was busy; 
but Lady Elma, with due consideration, prevented 
bis interrupting her, first, by telling him how she 
was employed, and next, by ah intimation not very 
well according with the repulse Mrs. Aubrey had. 
met from her. For the pacification of her tumul- 
tuous thoughts, Gertrude, having finished her let- 
ter, was walking slowly within the precincts of her 
little domain, when Mr. Mudd joined her, and 
making her take his arm, he said, ' Ypu are 
aware, I am persuaded, of what is going on at my 
house ; — that noble-minded creature is so frank, 
so generous, that I am sure she must have told 
you the great things she desijijns for your friend 
Sydenham ; it will be the making of his fortune ; 
and, what is more, it will not, I am persuaded, be 
the marring of him ^ 

Mrs. Mudd, who seemed in quest of Ger- 
trude, met theni before her husband had paused 
for a reply. He went on—* I have been talking 
to wife about it, but I can% somehow, make her 
agree with me/ 

* You cannot, indeed,' said Mrs. Mudd; ^ I do 
not like this odd /Way of proceeding ; if it is to be 
copied in lower life, it will justify any of our girls 
in making overtures to our footmen.* 

* O ! no, nq,^ said Mr. Mudd ; ' nothing but a 
woman of rank with 12,0001 a year, must do so." 

* True : so say I,' replied Mrs. Mudd ; * but in 
my opinion, it is much easier to forbid the thing 
entirely, than to settle how much or how littFe, en- 
titles a lady to forget herself in this way ; and be* 

sides. 
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Side, it is not, I think, doing any very great favor J 
for Colonel Sydenham, if Lord Luxmore does not 
many again, must- I understand, come into his 
situation: there is therefore no charity in the deed/* 

* But Lord Luxmore will marry again,' said 
Mn Mudd, emphatically ; * and I will not havej 
one word said against my dear good Lady Elma'^ 
proceedings : trust to her, you will see she always 
acts right.' 

It was easy now to give a huniorous turn to the 
conversation; arid Gertrude, little able to beat 
the weight of serious discussion, M'as glad to pro- 
mote the latigh. A still greater relief was it, when 
her mother beckoned her into the houSe. She 
r^n, concluding some decision was called for, to 
which Mrs. Aubrey did not chuse to feel compe- 
tent; but it Was to receivei the short visit and 
adieu of Colonel Sydenham, whom Lady Elma^ 
W'itii triumph in her countenance, accompanied; 
It was not, in any sense of the word, in Ger- 
trude's power to press his longer stay : Lady 
Lima's brilliant ralillery warned him to quit the 
field in time for his great opponent; and hei 
ivas obeying hef , when a little delay involved him 
in the aukwardness of nrteeting the earl as he en- 
tered; Lord Luxmorei, as if sensible that this 
ought not to have been risked, bowed as he 
alighted, without raising bis eyes to see; to whom 
he bowed; and being met by Gertrude, suffered 
her, in silene^e, to lead into her sitting-room. 

His lordship was scrupulously punctual to* his 
hour ; and jf Gertrude had been CapaUe of re* 
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marking; any thing but the alteration and anxiety 
oi his countenance, she would have seen somewhat 
to ainuise her. A travelling-carriage of the brightest 
yellQW, displaying on its pannel only his crest and 
coronet, * proper,' served to shew to advantage the 
relief of a little occasional black, while the four 
tery bright bay horses, rendered the same cbearful 
service to their bead-bands, roses, and pad-cloths : 
the out-riders and postillions had similar embellish- 
ments in thpir buck-skins and boot-tops ; and the 
whole served to prove, that mourning may, with 
a little ingenuity, be compelled to produce ^ a very 
happy effect/ In Lord Luxmore, however, then 
was no appearance of sfage^fnanagement : he was 
completely in black, and commanded respect, even 
fey his exterior. 

He had been received, not with the familiarity 
consequent on long acquaintance, but with the dis- 
tant humility of one honored by his visit* In follow** 
ing Gertrude, he had not uttered a word; and now, 
when she moved a chair towards him, he went to 
the chinmey'.plece, >aiul leaning with his elbow on 
it, while he held her by the other hand, be wa^ 
agitated, almost to tears. She had endeavored tp 
arm herself against the sight of his sorrow ; but 
l|er struggle only served to shew, ths^t, in feeling 
■vith him, she felt for him ; and certainly Gatty 
Aubrey never appeared more favorably in his eyes^ 
than at the moment when his heart was too much 
overcharged with the feelings of a father, which 
fhe sight of her renewed, to allow him to tell her, 
that she tiQW)exclusivelyp.nd a vowedly^ possessed it 

Whatever 



Whatever were hk intentions when he set out^ 
this visit, though aifording the n>ost ample oppor^ 
(unities, passed without the smallest professioa 
beyond tliat of friendly good-will, parental solici- 
tude, and that guardian-like prptection which, by 
ioipliqation, m^^de her responsible to him for her 
proceedings. Of the plan which was now in f 
few weeks to be carried into execution^ he woulcjl 
not allow her to speak : — he stopt her, saying, * Wfi 
will discuss it when we next meet/ ancj turned the 
conversation by questioning her on thje circum- 
stance of his having met Colonel Sydenham. Shfi 
gave him a short answer, to avpid all danger of 
implicating Lady pima^ and inyitjed him to see he^* 
house and tl^ grounds to Mr. Mudd's, assuring 
^im tlxat the family would ngt intrude on him, an^ 
dkeepiug the converpa;tji9n oq the f^object of thei,r 
Jki^ndAesa, and Lady j&lcqa's altered circumstances* 

She could not flatter herself that he took aay 
deep interest in what she offered to his notice : h^ 
.was ahstrax:ted, and his pauses in conversation 
w^e lojDg and frequent : he had told his arran^r 
ypjeats on Lady LuKmore*s death ; and now, Lady 
Waveaey and her family-afflictions were his theniei 
^e had given Lady Pqrtargis a sum pf xupx^ey .ty 
^elioquisb her title and all claims pn bi^ ^^^Jf 
^e had quarrelled with Reynardsoq, an^ ^^P? 
^^boi^ to marry a ^lan who had i:egarded her af ^ 
object of pity and had offered * .^9 protectiop/ 

There ^re cases w;here ceceroqny, cqld, formal, 
jind cepelliog, fis it i^ called^ cfuji :Sqai:cely Jbe top 
ibiglily yftlned. |Nj)R? ought ^^ fejirwi?te;t, wbp^ 

z 3 hearts 
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hearts are not under the crovernment of iheif 
heads, or who have not that superiority of intellect 
which intitles them to compose the drama of their 
own conduct. Ceremony writes sermons which 
most people can preach : it is not every one who 
ought to be trusted with authorship. In the pre- . 
sent case, had the earl ventured to act by his own 
prompting, he had certainly ruined all his hopes ; 
b'jt by attending to the strict rules of ceremony, 
he obtained his full meed of praise, and perhaps, 
gained on the esteem of her whom he wished to 
i i teres t. 

He could have no hope that Gertrude would 
approve a departure from that which is, by com- 
mon consent, decorous, even if her own advantage 
were connected with the transgression; and as 
well aware was he that no assumption of woe 
would impose on her : he therefore, as far jas re- 
garded his wife, * rested in decencies,' and sue- * 
ceeded. *• 

But having never very deeply studied bis ow^n 
.<;haractcr, he disappointed himself in this inter- 
view :.jt told hovi sunk, how deeply sunk were the 
spirits which he had supposed, might, on sight of 
Gertrude, rather require control than stimulus! 
it told him that that which he thought would have 
cheared him, only dejected bim : he was astonish- 
ed he could feel so gloomy, and he began to fear 
the might misconstrue it. 

* I must be frank with you,' said he, when, 
after taking refreshments, he had rung for his car- 
riage, * or you will think mie unkind ; I am not the 

mail 
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man I was a very few months ago ; nor can I 
recover, or perhaps wish to recover the character. 
The blow of losing my son, has gone deep, very 
deep indeed ; but the advantage to me has been 
considerable. I have lived, now for some time, in 
comparative retirement, and it has brought me 
better acquainted with the world. Sydenham's 
conversation and letters have been my consolation 
and my monitors : they Ijave shewn me the hap- 
piness I have thrown away ; and but for the Hving 
example he holds out, this dissatisfaction with my- 
self might have produced misanthropy; but Sy- 
denham would reconcile the most peevish spirit to 
its fellow-spirits ; and, I hope, in a little time you 
will see me, m every wa^, the better for my sever* 
affliction,* 

During the whole of this conversation, she had 
admitted no idea that could embarrass her : sh« 
had neither disgraced herself, nor encouraged his 
lordship; but 2i reply to such a communication as 
this, beyond common good wishes, she ielt would 
be presuming: she therefore requested his lord- 
ship to allow her mother the gratification of seeing 
him before he departed ; and he was too polite to 
refuse. To he/ he spoke in very different terms 
from those he had used to her daughter; he * hoped 
he should soon now recover hiuiself;' he * had 
taken a delightful house in town, where he should 
be always ba^^py to see Mrs. Aubrey and Miss Au- 
brey:' he * begged his best regards might be offered 
to Lady Elma,.and that an apology might be made 
pd her friends for his rudeness in not seeing them :' 

ha 
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he * should be down again very shorUy, and would 
then pay bis respects.' he ' should quit Brighton 
the following day, and should be happy to execute 
any commands in London/ He ^ should give Mr* 
Sydenham and Mrs. Brett the satisfaction of know« 
ing he had seen Mrs. and Miss Aubrey in perfect 
healthy and in an abode that must make them the 
envy of their neighbors ; ' but ^ he should certainly 
advise his friend to get his son^s quarters changed, 
if possible ; for, of all neighborhoods, he looked 
on that of Brighton as the very worst' — With n 
cordial return towards Gertrude, his lordship now 
again topk his leave, and sinkhig into deep r&* 
flection and the comer of his carriage, revolved, 
in his return to Brighton, the past, the present^ 
and the future. Of the first of these periods, ha 
designed to make the best use possible, that of 
avoiding any imitation of what it had produced ;«^ 
of ^ the seeondy be determined to avail hinvielf to 
the beat of his power, by securing tbe esteem of 
Gertrude ;'*"-and for the last, be tra9ted to the re*^ 
suit of his present designs. In reviewing tbe last 
hour and half, he felt a satisfaction that raised hit 
spirits ; he was conscious to the pleasure of having 
behaved well ; and conceiving it tbe shortest patii 
to the heart of Gertrude, he was encouraged to 
persevere ; for bis lordship had about him a very 
excusable sort of pride, which would not bava 
suffered him to rest content with her acquiescence 
in good fortune : be was resolved, if possible, to be 
the man of her choice : and without he attained 
this preeminence, tbe measures she had thus far 

^ ^ pursue^. 
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pursued, told him that be had no chance of over- 
coming the independence of her character : she 
might, he was aware, feel exquisitely grateful: 
she might be the truest friend m^n could find^ or 
desire to find ; she might sacrifice her life Hi bis 
service, and yet she might mortify him iii his wish 
to possess her afiections. He could not,. bQ cQnfest 
to bknseif, at present boast miicb pro^es9; biit the 
very justice that he feared, encouraiged binn, since 
he was certain she would not withhold what stm 
saw him using every means to merit ; and it was b^ 
intention to prevent, by all the vigftance itk hi* 
power, the intrusioa of airy cocapetitar Imt bk fa* 
tnre happiness; 
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CHAPTER LXXXV. 



'4- righe choice, ^A fnntrated plafi. A heque^. A greai 

' secret at last divulged^ Billets doux. A visitor. Business 

in Londbn, Changing quartprs^ Peace of mind* Reneyxtt 
. iniustrt/, l^e ripening scheme* fligh notions. 

^letter from Miss Le Sage, required Gertrude to 
write instantly on LordLuxmore's departure. The 
point to be settled was, on what da.y she should 
commence her life of labor ; and had she suffered 
the earl's hints aiid opposition to influence her, 
feqlings not unlike those of taking the veil, would 
have preceded this final arrangement. {ler firm-? 
pess, she knew, would give her ultimately a vic-r 
tory ; and it now saved her from the insidious 
whispers of her own dejection. Taking a few 
turns at the back of her house, to ruminate on the 
answer she was about to give, she was joined by 
her mother, who, as if she had fondly hoped the 
earl would stand between her daughter and the 
pecessity of industry, gave wav to expressions of 
regret, and blanied herself as the burthen which 
Gertrude was exerting herself to support. * If i( 
were not for me,' said she, I know you would 
Uve with Miss Le Sage, and be so happy ! and now, 
J know, your life will be a gcer^e of care and fa^ 
ligue/ 
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' ^ My dear mother/ said Gertrude,' * you look 
jonly on one side of the subject. Happy »s I am 
In Miss Le Sage's friendship, a,nd pleased as I shall 
ever be to enjoy her society, there are many things 
to be urged in favor of the lot I have chosen, 
which give it an advantage ov^r such a situation 
;as that she was so kind as to offer me. X wish 
?tU young women in my circumstances, could feel 
tlie pleasure I promise myself, in a home where I 
can have the gratification of living with you, and 
can receive my friends with a little unshackled 
hospitality. I hope you do not entertain any idea 
that I am degrading myself: on -the contrary, I 
feel very happy in being so placed as rather to 
afford encouragement to others, who may have. to 
discuss tlie question for themselves. The world 
k, I flatter myself, always just enough to make a 
distinction between a mere adventurer and one 
in my ^ situation ; and siich friends as we have, 
will secure us. I, by no means, w ill make myself 
a slave to my profession ; you shall see I can do 
my duty, and yet be happy. I have said, that 
just what I would do with six daughters of my 
own, will I do for the. six entrusted tome; and 
this seeips to satisfy every body to whotn I have 
spoken on the subject Were these children mine^ 
J should take a governess find engage masters; 
this I shall do now ; and as I should not be easy 
}i tlie persons \ engaged were npt such as I could 
rely oq, I shall make no scruple of being respon- 
#ible for those I employ, and for the improvement 
0ftde uodeir tbooji. ^ Npt having done half what 

« I wifili 
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I Wish to do for mysdf^ I shatl, by pitrsiimg my 
employment in the sight of the yoong people, set 
tbem an example of application, Bxtd encourage 
them to overcome diflieulties ; and as their tastes 
and abilities lead thetn^ I shall make ihetn my 
fcllow-stiidehts ; but beliere me, yoa w91 not see 
xne iq the post either of jailor or nursery-maid ; 
and I shall. always, I hope, have time to pay my 
diity to you, and a cbearful spirit to make yoor 
life pleasant' 

She quitted her mother to write her letter, when 
she was surprised by seeing a new pdece of furni- 
ture on her table ; it was a writing-desk, of a very 
handsome description ; and she doobted not she 
was indebted for it to Mr. Mudd's kind attention^ 
Opening it, she saw a letter directed to h^^elf ; 
and tomiog it, the seal changed b^ ideas, and sh# 
sarw it was frocri Lord Luxmi»'e : the obligatiory 
seemed the sam^ thougk tlie person eiaimiag he^ 
gnvtitttde was changed. &be broke the seal and 
lead: 

* My ve$y dear madaarr, 

* The state of my mind will not altow" 
ne to see the agitation I may cause in yom% 
if I speak to you on the subject that gives birth 
to this ; you wit> therefore forgive the fermaBty. 

' On examining Lady Lnxmore's papers, .1 find 
a will made only the day before her decease; tb* 
brevity of it proves that she was then too ill to^x^ 
ercise much thought, as it bequeaths every thing 
td me, with a list of namesr as small legatees. It 

referi 
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refers however to a paper which I find inclos^ 
in it, which is an engagement on her part, on con- 
dition her uncle forbore to make you independenJk 
of her, that she would, at her decease, provide for 
you by the bequest of a sum of money specified in 
this engagenient The sum is twelve thousand 
pounds; Mr. Sterlings library and collection of all 
kinds, are to accompany it 

^ I hope I need not add, that I feel sincerely 
happy in executing my share of this trust ; and 
though I should have rejoiced in its originating 
with myself, yet as it is put in a train that cannot 
adroit of any scruple on your part, I willingly re- 
press my wish, and prefer your ease. 

* You, or your friend Mr, Mudd, shall hav« 
tfvery sati&i'action on the eubject of this bequest, 
as soon as I am a little settled, when, as your pro- 
perty is funded, I must trouble you to come to 
town ; I ^all then, I hope, have a bouse, fit for 
^our reception. In tlie oiean time, I must cer- 
tainly intreat that your present plans may be im- 
iMdiately renounced, as far as they call for your 
]tLbortoas exertions. To your remaining, for tlie 
present, where I hope in a few hours to find yoii^ 
I cannot suppose there can be any objection. 

* You must allow me the pleasure of honoring 
^our drafts for cash, till you are in possession of 
your property, and till I cease to exist, that of prov- 
Ug Qoyself 

^ Your's with the highest esteeni^ 

LUXMORE. 
P.S. 
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p. S. The wooden envelope of this, begs a place 
on your table, and he who offers it, the sama 
in your memory/ 

Gertrude was speechless : Gertrude was breath- 
less ; and her mother having allowed her, as she 
thought, time to write her letter, found her nearly 
in this state. The attempt to reply to Mrs. Au- 
brey, relieved her by tears : and a message from 
Mr. and Mrs. Mudd, with whom she and her mo« 
ther were engaged to dine, surprised them, before 
they had regained the tranquility of their minds. 

On entering at Mr. Mudd's, all eyes were in- 
voluntarily turned on Gertrude, as if to know the 
result or effect of Lord Luxmore's visit She had, 
in her hand, the letter that had so agreeably dis* 
turbed her : and she now gave it to Mr. Mudd, to 
communicate its contents. 

The feelings of her friends, and their expressions 
of them, did not disappoint her : * I knew,' said 
Mr. Mudd, * it was impossible that your pld friend 
could go to his grave and forget you. Well ! my 
dear young lady, God bless you with your well- 
merited fortune ; we may not be as necessary to 
you as you thought we should be ; but you will 
not, I am sure, cast us off: here's my wife crying 
like a baby, or as if she grudged you your hap- 
piness.' 

Money, had it been conveyed in mines, could 
not excite the jealousy of Lady Elma. She testi- 
fied her joy in the handsomest terms, and referred 
to Mr. Sterling's liberality as oply an act of jus* 
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tice, while on Gertrude she bestowed every praise 
that could prove her sense of her worth. She con- 
gratulated her that this bequest had never been pur-* 
chased by the sacrifice of her sincerity, and with 
the most winning condescension, pointed out to 
Mrs. Aubrey, her happiness in possessing such a 
daughter, and in having the power to give value 
to that which would not have consoled her for her 
absence. She concluded a sentence of some elo- 
quence, with a confession that Lord Luxmore had 
* behaved like a most honorable father, and by 
hoping that her dear friend would always have 
cause to consider him as such.' Mrs. Mudd wiped 
her eyes, and looked fidgetty : Mr. Mudd repeated 
his expressions of joy and offers of service, while 
the eldest daughter, throwing her slender arms 
round Gertrude s neck, burst into tears of gene- 
rous congratulation and tender sympathy. 

Gertrude took the advice of her friends on the 
reply she must make to Lord Luxmore's prohi- 
bition ; and it was unanimously in favor pf her 
obedience. Her head, her hands, and her heart, 
had now occupation enough to exclude unpleasant 
images ; and in expressing her gratitude to the 
earl, she felt it increased towards the Superior 
Source that gave it cause. 

Having dispatched those letters which the alter- 
ation in her finances rendered necessary, her first 
care was to communicate to Mr, Sydenham, if not 
the hervs of her fortune, her feelings on the subject 

. ■ sha 
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sli€ earnestly requested him afid Mrs. Brett to he 
ber first guests, and particularly bespoke tbe as-* 
sistance of the former, in arranging that preeioui 
part of her possessions, the library in which her 
i»ind had found its first aliment, and tbt collection 
Oil which her taste had beea formed* 

We hav« been ingenuous in divulging the earl^i 
state of mind and bis views. Lady Elma ha^ 
saved us all trouble, by speaking for herself : we 
will now be explicit as to our fevorite Geib'ude, 
and confess, for such is the weakness of human 
nature! that possessing now, fihnost within her 
grasp, all those cnoderate enjoyments which the 
world gives without its poisons ; having recovered 
her amiable parent, whose very imbecility served 
only to attach ber daughter ; settled \n an elegant 
abode, rich beyond her most reasonable expecta- 
tions, surrounded by friends^ and becoming every 
day more extensively known and esteemed^ and, 
i3aoi*eover, having it in tier power to appreciate tbe 
good she was enjoying, by its contrast to Uie /or- 
nuer evils of her life : notwithstan4ing aU tbis> and 
tbe acquittal with which her conscience supported 
ber^ and tbe mind which early discipline had in* 
clined, Gatty Aubrey was far^ vqry far from a 
happy being ; and every hour served to shew her, 
that, without. exertions greater thfio even her state of 
bondage had called on bqr (o Qifdue, 3he mu^ 
still sink into an iodifTerence to thj^ tl\ings oi this 
world, that woul^ bip $q^1 K\f\nx for it^M it hsbd 
afforded her. 

The 
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Tbe ^catastrophe of Lord Portargis wag, in itself 
«nd its ci»x:umsta»ce^ $uffici@nt to account for 
much ^ the peamve cast of her mind : she knew 
no time of iife wbea she had not; been prone to 
thought ; and if to think was her habit when ha* 
faculties w^s^ merely collecting their occupajtions, 
thebabit siust be strengthened by events of life 
ao very occupying as tho&e which si^e had recently 
witnessed. Their nature had little to produce ex- 
hilaration; and the early, the violent, the unjusti- 
fiable death of him whom she had taken to her 
heart as a brother, and loved with all his faults, 
was an event not to be soon melted into the ma^s 
of common occurrt^nces, ixc reacted on without 
the most aggravating suggestions. 

The blow had struck deeply in her heart ; and 
jshe felt convinced, that the period of her existence 
CQuld not be extended to a time that would ob- 
literate the scar ; hut, for many reasons, she was 
not loquacious on the subject To those who, for 
want of knowledge, could not estimate the cause 
of her sorrow, she felt it unavaihng to describe 
it ; and as she could not boa$t of tier friendship, 
»be was content that it should be forgotten. Every 
mention of the misfortune, every accidental re- 
ference to the time when Lord' Portargis was pne 
of his family, ijithe presence of Lady Ehn^, drew 
from her expressions so implying the monopoly of 
hi$ r^^ard, and so deploring her 'having left him 
to himfiejr as the cause of the fatal occurrence, 
that Gertrude, though not much siibject.to female 
vanity or silly pretensions, felt a little opposition 

rising, 
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rising, as we do, M-hen Mrs. Yeastly, after havini^ 
intreated poor Griselda Camomile to introduce her 
to her frietid Sir Altaniont.nods to her in an assem-^ 
bly, and kindly gives her a message from the ba- 
ronet: ' As he had time only for on^ call, he says 
to me, ' My dear Mrs. Yeastly do, — for I know yoa 
are so good, my dear friend, — tell your Miss Cat-* 
momile, that when I call on you next, I will con- 
trive to see her **" 

• Accurate observers have, at various times, been struci 
with the proofs that this world was originally intended fof 
a very beautiful gatden, inhabited by beings worthy of it j 
but our observations, in the present day, sometimes incliii^ 
us to conclude from its produce, that it was rather what 
Cowper calls that ' &tercoraceous heap' which makes a pr,o« 
ductive garden. ^ She cut like liver/ we recollect as the 
height of praise bestowed on a heap of this kind when 
proved by a purchaser ; but not even this soundness can vKb 
hope to exhibit in our heap. ' One of its new weeds, is of 
the class we have here alluded to ; and when in full bloomy 
it will sometimes produce on the senses a sort of Phantasm 
magoria of strife, about as importantand as interesting as th^ 
contest of ducks in a stagnant pool, for a newly- captured 
worm. Tlie race of Yeastly are grand exhibitors in Such delu- 
sions : they «natch at our friends, our words^ our opinions^ 
nay, our thoughts, to say nothing of our fashions* Lady Ru- 
pacia Yeastly, the head of the female-branch of this houici 
is in five minutes, if we will believe her, in the most intinjatci 
confidence of those who have been the companions of our 
earliest days, and will occasionally, with great condescend 
«ion, tell us as much a^ she is at liberty to reveal, of our 
nearest ccnuections: she takes up,with a fostering care^tbose 
whom we have striven to serve, and relieves us by intimitting 
her intention to discharge our duties, while Sir Puflfball^ 
her husband, is so very obliging as to invite us to dine, and 
endeavor ' to get to meet us,' precisely the persons to whoQi 
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But Still there was a character about Gertrude's 
peosiveoess, that even the deeply-felt misfoituoe in 
Lord Luxmore's family could not claim as con« 
necteid with it It was not grief; if was not aimpla 
melancholy ; it was rather despair of this world'$ 
power to fill the human heart: it was^ as far as 
merely regarded herself, a recklessness of her fate 3 
it was a wish for seclusion, an indispoaition toex* 
ertion: it was a feeling of which some have boasted 
but of which she was ashamed ; it was Wayward, 
humorsQme, and irrational ; it was unbecoming, in 
her strict judgment of herself, one whom the world 
and her teachers had taken so much pains to harden 
into adamant. 

The cause of this had occurred, though then in-« 
sensibly to herself, in those days of delight, spent^ 

we introduced bim at our own table the week before* Her 
ladyship kindly informs us of the bad qualities dr mean ori- 
gin of those whom we love and honor ; a man of wotth and 
distinction, in her sketch, is a person of a very different 
character \ a woman of the first connection, she paintB ag 
risen from sordidness, and all because she meets them in 
our drawing-room i were they her own friends, they would 
be of the first class in society and in viftde 1 her daughters 
are astonished that our young friends have not all thd 
new manuscript-music, when thty can get. it so easily, and 
wonder that we wear English laces when they have all (heirs 
from France. 

We could write an essay on this topic ; We could illustratef 
it bravely; but we will simply ftsk three questions; Do Sit 
Puff ball and his lady, or Mrd. Yefastly, or the Miss Yeastlys^ 
know what we say o/'tUem? — ^Have they beard that we iii** 
tend to say the same to them ? Does the world not know 
that the whole family is composed of persons with three qua- 
lities in equal proportions — cfaft, effrontery, and falshood? 

VOL. IV. A a years 
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years before, at Luxmore rectory-house. ^he had 
not been aware that in the wish that Portargis had 
resembled Basil Sydetiham, her heart had made its 
alection ; and the situation in which he then waa 
engaged with Miss Brett, would, bad it reoiaia-^ 
cd unebanged, have prevented her ever per* 
cdving it This justifiable partiality, so far froia 
inapeding her acceptance of any fair estaldish-^ 
ment in life, rather promoted it, by rendeciog her 
less fastidious,, as wlien in our purchases, we cao* 
not have precisely what we want, or wish, we tak^ 
with little farther search, what we describe as 
* suiting us.' The knowledge of Miss Brett s car* 
price had reached her at a time when she musl 
have fdllen short of her own expectafxons, had she 
suffered it to influence her; and she would have 
thought it a crime not to be expiated, had she made 
a sentiment, which she felt presuming, and wbicb 
no one could encourage, a reason for resisting tb^ 
then ardent wishes of the earl and the viscount 

Impressed with the idea of her dependence, she 
bad, from her first recollection of it, compelled her- 
self to submit ; she had submitted to the viscounty 
views, she had submitted to his caprice ; but it wan 
a submission, in the latter instance, that must pro^ 
bably have cost her her life, had her confidence in 
him allowed him to possess more than her good- 
will. That occupation of her mind and attentioM 
which she had found on returning from Brigbtai^ 
had saved her firom sinking into unavailing regret ; 
and the subsequent attainment of her most earnest 
wish in meeting with her mother, had, she hoped^ 

. driven 
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drivefn from her meditations, though not from her 
remembt*ance, the subject on which they were too 
prorte to indulge. 

Despising, as waS^ consistent with her trainings 
all weak passion, dreading the admission <^ any 
inordinate afiection^ fearful that any symptom of 
discontent might endanger the tenure of all she 
possessedi she wa9 prepared for every trial, bat 
that she met; and now, when she had hoped to en^ 
joy tiie fruits of a victory, to which that over aa 
enemy is not to be compared, she had anew th* 
eonflict Vo sustain, and, as it were> iaher own 
lent. >'' 

Lady Elma's kindness and confidence, added*, 
beyond measure, to the severity of what she had to 
endure: and when she would have been employed 
in making those arrangements Which every one ex- 
pected from her o» the ansHincifitliad of Mr. Ster- 
fing's bequest, she began to revolve the possibility 
of escaping to some corner of the kingdom, whek^ 
she nnght know, only by report, that which she * 
almost detested hersdlf for not wishing might sue* 

ceed 

But to do this^ she must overcome an army of 
opposing circumstances; nay, she saw not any 
thingi short of a confession of her motives, that 
could procure her emancipation from the affec- 
tionate bonds that held her ; and this confession 
must be made exactly to those persons from whom 

she most wished to conceal her sentiments ^it 

was impossible ; she had no option : she must 

A a 2 abide 
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abide the storm ; and she resolved to do so with- 
out sbrioking. 

Lady Elma continued her comaiunicatioas : she 
bad corresponded with Colonel Sydenham on the 
subject that absorbed h^r : she bad requested his 
Opini<Hi of such and such gentlemen of his and her 
acquaintance : she had. laughed jat her power of 
xnis-ieading bimi and after a thousand pretty co* 
quetteries dnd playful schemes for divulging to 
him. his own happy share in *the secret, she had — 
but perhaps our young readers would like to see a 
correspondence of billets-dtrnxm We will give a 
few : the originals are easily referred to : they are 
in French.^ 'We may be trusted ; for we should 
not dare to^ invent what we copy. — Let the lady 
speak first: 

• I will positively execute my design. ■ I am de* 
tided on telling you the name of the person I have 
chosen/ 

ANSWER. 

* You make me tremble : if I should not ap- 
prove your taste, resolved and prejudiced as you 
are, I see clearly you will never suffer me to ap- 
proach you again. I am too much interested in 
preserving the honor of your friendship, to listen 
to a confidence that would risk my losing it. I 
-will not know any thing : I intreat you most ear- 
nestly, never again to mention this affair to me.' 



THE 
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TH£ LAI*Y- 

* Your reasons have no weight with me ; I Mfi 
determined to name the person : — he is^ of your, 
acqaaintance^' 

ANSWER. 

4 

* I cannot defend myself against you ; but you 
%viU oblige me by deferring your intention till to- 
morrow.' 

THE LADY. 

^ I shall not obey you. Friday is an unlucky 
day. I wait only to settle my method. I know 
not whether I like best to write it^ or to make you 
come to hear it. I believe, at our next meeting, 
I shall breathe on one of the mirrors in our audi- 
ence-chamber, and trace the name with my finger; 
but not on a Friday/ 

ANSWER, 

' If I can render you any service, and you chuse 
to trust paper, I give you my word as a gentleman, 
and my honor as a soldier, not to read what you; 
write, till after twelve on Friday night' 

A few steps more in this pretty badinagt^ either 
brought the matter to a proper state of maturity, 
or exhausted her ladyship's playful powers. An 
inclosed sheet, blank, save the words, 

^ C'est vous,' 

jBcemed to settle the business. 

<}er trade 
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Gertrude^ by this time^ 3teded ii^ anpor, qiorf 
thaii her own, agaipst the i^rrqw3 to wbic^ 1^ si-r 
tuation e:^po^d her, reacl these words with p^fec( 
6teadine&3| and commented on them hy ol)9^rying 
that her * ladyship's mind jnust now be greatly rp- 
lieyed.' 

The coloners answer, it must be snpppsed, 
came quickly, for who could be tepid in §uch ^$r. 
toni^bing good fortune ? Thp ^ofld had nothing 
to give which was pot included in Lady Elma's 
partial preference ; his freedom from all other en? 
^gements, which lie bad confea^d to her, his; adr 
miration qf her which he openly acknowledged, her 
rank, her present great wealth, ^od greater pro- 
spects, her natural endowments, her Cultivated 
mind, her fascinatiops, and the wprth that Obvi* 
pusly SLcpompanied them, rendered her one of the 
first matches in the kingdom, aqd Um to whona; 
she could give her hand the most enviable of men. 

Fpr a reason, to the dull comprehension of Ger- 
trude not very evident, unle^ it were fjpunded in 
delici^:y not heretofore awajce, sbp wa9 not ia^ 
formed of the tepor of the polpnel's reply, ^pt 
ladyship now, as it were, reposing, oo the trophies 
she had wpn, talked less, and seemed to think 
more, and appeared to her fr|eq4 more amiaJble, 
more intoiresting thsp:) ever. 

This^ important bus jness was thus situated, wbec]^ 
Lord Luxmore made a second visit to Gertrude^ 
ostensibly to a|pnc for bis fprrae^ rudeness to her 
friends. The fortnight that had elapsed since she 
saw him, had done much to the restoration of his 

spirits 
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spirits and the improvement of bis looks : he was 
extremely interested in the fitting up his town- 
bousci and took the opinion of every onCi on mat- 
ters of taste connected with it He expressed le^ 
(Pleasure thafi she had expected, in seeing her abode 
so nearly in complete order: every thidg there had 
his cool approbation ; but he was too prudent to 
advise vast undertakings : he received her personal 
acknowledgments with the elegant moderation of a 
msin used to confer favors ; and he made an ap- 
pointment with her for meeting him at Miaa Le 
Sage*s» to make her property her own. He seeoH 
ad not at all insensible to the joy of seeing Lady 
£lma ; and Mr. Mudd s hospitality be accepted 
chearfuUy. To Colonel Sydenham, whenever they 
met, be waH polity, though at first distant ; but 
his visit, extended to a week, gave him time for 
dbservation; and he seemed to have discovered 
enough to allow liim to be cordial. H« hinted to 
Gertrude bis suppositions of Lady Elma's inteOr 
tbbs ; but either she did not feel at liberty, or sb9 
was m>t 'inclined to confirm them. 

jBvery one did their utmost to shetv the eatl 
respect, or to give him pleasure: lie was Mr. 
Mudd's guest, but Gertrude e daily visitor ; and he 
^ih>vrca Her to talk of the delight she should hav^ 
in disposing of Mr. Sterling's invaluable addition 
to his pecuniary munificence, in the rooqiiS novv 
preparing for his collection, and to conim\inicate 
her plans of domestic management ; but, m if to 
s^ve dispussion, he gaye an affirmative to every 

thing, 



S60 THE COUNTESS AND GERTRUDE. 

thing, and convinced her she must resort else- 
where for opinion. 

Well acquainted as she, by this time, was with 
Lady Elma, whose kindness to her had never re- 
laxed, she was not now surpiised at the gentle 
dotninbn she exercised over the other sex. Her 
predilection was evident; but it did not prevent 
her offering to the eari every attention that could 
distinguish him. Her conversation in company 
was more animated and animating than ever ; and 
Gertrude felt grateful to it for sparing her exer-- 
tions, and for hiding, as she hoped it did, her want 
of power to make them. On her great principles 
of action, she could submit to see every one hap^ 
pier than herself : the lesson had been early tau^t 
and well learned ; but she had no hypocrisy to 
bring forward. 

Mrs. Aubrey saw,— and would have grieved, 
had she known the cause, — the fading hue of her 
daughter's chearfulness ; but watching her assidu- 
ously, though with a mind too much prejudiced to 
form a just decision, she was every hour more con** 
firmed in her belief that the suspense attendant on 
liOrd Luxmore's situation, was the only possible 
source of uneasiness to her: she dared not ask or 
bint : but this second visit of the earl's did <nuch 
to remove her anxiety, as it convinced her that her 
daughter was his principal object : she consequently 
persuaded herself that all would come right at 
last, a«d that she should yet live ^ to see Gatty a 
'^untess/ 

When* bis lordship departed, Mrs, Aubrey and 

her 
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her daughter accepted his convoy, and were set 
down at the house of good Miss Le Sage, who, 
making herself useful to all who had any claim to 
her kindness, seemed ,to pay herself for her exer- 
tions in the benefits she afforded others. Her 
congratulations gave added value to their cause; 
and Gertrude was as much the object of her so- 
licitude, as when that solicitude had assumed the 
character of a duty. 

A few days dispatched the business for which 
Gertrude visited London, and having gratified the 
earl by viewing his bouse, approving his plans, 
and assisting in the choice of hig furniture, the la- 
dies returned home, when the first news that met 
them was the sudden summons of Colonel Syden- 
ham to Guernsey, and the departure of Lady 
£lma to take up her abode in the same place. 

Gertrude felt relieved : she seemed now able t& 
breathe again; and, determined to make every 
exertion necessary to a complete conquest of her- 
self when thus aided , by circumstances, she suf- 
fered not a moment to pass without its full freight 
of employment : she methodized every thing con- 
nected with her family, that she might not be in- 
terrupted by petty concerns ; and she put her fa- 
culties and ber occupations in train for pi^oceeding 
in those branches of elegant knowledge which 
were not yet fully ber own. 

In the disposal of her time, and die regulation 
of her houshold, she availed herself of what she 
tiu4 learnt in the triuisient acquaintance she had 
wjoyed with good Lady Mary Sydenham. She 

designed 
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des%ned neither to live on the worid, nor witbout 
it; and as Mr.Mudd's computation told ter that she 
might spend a few weeks of the spring in London^ 
she meant then to store her hive with mental food 
for the rest of the year. To have a few select 
friends in succession, as her guests, she thouglit 
pre4erable to ^ gala- days;' and to invite none 
who would compel her to a waste of time, was 
equally a part of her system. 

Inestimable to he^ was ber vicinity to Mr. 
Mudd's iiEunily. Every day brought, indeed, fresh 
fEivors, but conferred so as to make no wounds 
They took such pains to convince her that the ton<- 
sumption of her family could not be felt in the 
product of their extensive gardens of all sorts: 
they were so ingenious in contriving Ivayt to be 
kind, and they hqd such pleasure in the atc^ptance 
of their kindness, that to be scrupulous would have 
argued pride or distruat. In Mr. Modd^ she had 
just the friend she needed ; a man used to busi^ 
ness, acquainted with the world, and neither its 
dupe nor its tyrant He kne^ not . only the bf st 
way of winning in its race, but of carrying 6ff 
the prize without injury or offence to his compel 
titors. Strong sense^ unobtrusive manners, i 
prompt diction^ and a fund of genuine mirth, gave 
variety, even to invariable good spirits and good 
humor; and the modest independence of h^ cha^ 
racter without exacting respect obtained it from all 
who could judge of him. His health having su& 
fered by his attendance on parliament, he js:av«> a? 
his seat after one session, and when speaking to 

Gertrude 
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Ceitrude alone^ jocosely referred to the fortuaats 
cif cumfitance, as the only one that could have ena- 
bled him to ret;rieye the false step Lady Elma's 
fvitcheried had tempted him to make. ' What,' said 
he^ ^ can pay such a humnlrum man as myself^ for 
the sacrifice of good air and a quiet life? Why am 
I to irritate my nerves by witnessing the cabals of 
politicians ? It may suit those who have been hack- 
neyed in the business of office^ or who have their 
own or their children's fortunes to advance, but I 
should b6 ashamed to ask any thing of my country i 
wttdy at my time of lifci I . do not wish to learu d 
new trade.* 

^ You know not| my dear madam/ said Ger-* 
trude to Mrs. Mudd, the comfort you are to n)e^ 
My mother would^ without you^ feel the want of » 
friend near her own time of life : in you, she has a 
sbter, and I have a second parent : your experience 
abates my fear when I see her^ or fancy I see tier^ 
jbelow her usual standard of health* : you seem to 
guarantee hei' life — a life for which I can never be 
tuffideotly grateful, since it gives me a duty to 
perform^ the most congenial to my feelings.' 

To the eldest dau^ter of the family, whose 
ttweet disposition and elegant talents called for a 
jfiiend in a teacher,. Gertrude was . able to rendei^ 
servicds that, in the eyes of the parents, overpaid 
all tbeir friendship : hours of application were 
. spent tdgether;. and lovely Mary Mudd had the 
advantage of seeing ail Miss Aubrey's, persons of 
taste and professors of the aits from whom she 
was r^ceiymg instructions ; these instructions she 

communicated 
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communicated to Mary^ who liked no other 
teacher so well; and the effort made for the one, 
confirmed the progress of the other. 

Lord Lux'more was frequent in his visits; and 
though the good manners of her neighbors pre- 
vented their hinting any interpretation of his assi- 
duitiesy Gertrude saw with uneasini^s the sense in 
which tliey must be accepted : his conduct was uni« 
form ; and the affectionate respect she experienced' 
from him, left her nothing to wish corrected : three 
months had expired since the death of his coun- 
tess; and Mrs. Aubrey hoped, and Gertrude 
feared, every next visit would compel her to reply t 
the anxiety wore her spirits ; and it began to affect 
her health ; she perceived it, and resenting the in- 
jury she was doing herself, she, after a very seri- 
ous consideration, converted h^r anxiety into a 
fixed resolution to refuse the seeming temptation, 
come when it might, even if her engagkig to pasg 
her life in her present stIUe, were necessary to 
make the refusal palatable to his lordship. 

Mr. Sydenham, Mrs. Brett, and Miss Le Saf^; 
though in habits of correspondence with her, had 
never yet thro\Vn out any idea coFnnectingher des^ 
tiny with tliat of the earl ; but all that they had to 
report of him was so much to his advantage, and 
they seemed so forward to report il, that their good 
wishes could not be doubted j and as little could 
she doubt that she should have mahy opimons to 
contend against; but she hoped the same argu- 
ments, resolvable only into her own choice, would 

satisfy 
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satisfy each ; and she every day grew stronger in 
her decision. 

Lady Elma had written freqaenlly and confiden- 
tially, if that can be called confidence, which has 
no other prohibition than a cooirounication he* 
tween the many included m it Gertrude had 
been conipelled to read her transcript of the con- 
versation of Colonel Sydenham with her, on th« . 
g^nd subject of their union, in which she cer- 
tainly admired much more the candor, the inde* 
pendence, the modest frankness, and solicitude for 
the security of her happiness, which* Sydenham, 
even in her details, evinced, than her caution or re-, 
qerve. Lady Elma indeed professed t|iat when her 
qiind was fixed on a subject, nothing could, or ever 
abouki, stop her ; and she now added^ that hd^ving 
pix)ceeded thus far, she would atcbieve her pro- 
gress, or retreat with a ruin that should make all 
who knew her, regret Jier failure- The only possi-f 
l^le impediment that she revealed, though ther^ 
might be more, sn^emed the feeble objection of her* 
munificent uncle, on accoupt of Syd^ham's wa9tL 
of rank. Her ladyship inclosed to, Gertr^ide^ tbi^ 
colonel's last replies, as if claiming peculiar pr^ise,^ 
but intimated that, having silenced the. arguments 
in them> the next news might, and she must confess 
she ardently hoped, would be that of the fii^l &r-^ 
^gement of their nuptials. ^ 

We will give the papers translated ; 

M am not so extravagant as to dare flatter my* 
jielf with that which cannot he possible j fcmt siace 

yoq 
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you chuse to divert yourself, and insist on my te^ 
plying^, it would be a failure in respect were I to 
be ' silent t I am going therefore to speak as if I 
gave credit to all that you have done me the ho- 
nor to say. Is it po«9sible that you caa think oi 
marrying a soldier, who has nothing but his pay, 
and who hopes it may be long, very long, bej^^ 
hh inherits a sixpence from fais father?— 'thn father 
too, you will recollect, is no dignitary of the church 
— a plain humble parish-priest ! — What a fiither- 
in-law for you in your present magnificent situa- 
tion, and more magnificent prospects ! That I may 
not deceive you, let me here say that nothing can 
induce me to quit the army. — I detest the mean- 
ness of a man's making it a convenient lounge when 
be has no home, and nothing to siacrifice^ and re- 
nouncing it as soon as he has a fire-side of his own : 
its dutieis I have ever performed with pleasure ; antf 
I confbss I could not, with my own approbation, 
stop now, when my experience may be expected tor 
be useful to my country : having bespoken your 
forbearance in Ihii^ point, at the risk of your 
Ikvor, it is necessary for me to assure you it is per- 
fectly consistent with the highest respect for you, 
and the deepisst sense of obligation to you/ 

* Pray, pray re-consider every tiling before yoii 
write to your uncle — think what you risk !— do 
not, I conjure you, write till we have met again/ 

* Why would you not grant my request for de-» 
lay?— you seeyouruncle does not heartily approve, 

tho' 
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tho* he may perhaps be persuaded by such invinclbld 
rhetoric asyour's; — but why will youchusean un- 
wprthy creature, whose ill-supported cause needs 
your eloquence ? — I will speak now as if h^ ka(| 
consented, and ask you if you do not think with roe, 
that, before marriage, the parties ought to be well 
acquainted with each other's peculiar humor-rrrfor 
every one, I suppose, has his own :-^nobody kiiowa 
so well as ourselves, our good and ill qualities ; 
th^rdbre I must speak for mysqlf, and tell you 
iAqI I perceive that may endanger your comfort 
-<^I have certainly an habitual silence, and yoa 
seeqi to me to delight in conversation; in this 
then, I fesetj we shall not agree. I am 3hut up ia 
my room, when I have one, three or four hours at a 
llDQie ; an^^ I do not like the iptnastoq even of my 
a&rvant«-<-I believe I should beat any one wbj> 
came la interrupt me t-^he rest of the day, I sah 
engaged in the active duties of my profession, and 
in company with my brotherrofficers, if their society 
plea8e9 me^eading the life I do, I see not bow we 
are to be setded*^yott will not like barracks ; I 
cannot do my duty at a distance from my men* I do 
not know, therefore^ how I can make time for those 
attentions which you have a right to expect — you 
would certainly not wish for a husband, whotookna 
share in your gay pleasures, and who had no power 
of amusing you. Add to all this the chances of 
my being ordered abroad, and my earnest wish for 
it Remember, marriage is not an engagement for 
a day, and that it behoves you in your exalted sji- 
' 1 tuatioA 
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tuatioh, to consider well to whom you give your* 
self. — Pray look round again, and find some one 
not so unworthy. I know not that I can accept 
your generosity/ 

It was with that sort of convinced submission, 
which she would have felt in a race with one who 
started suddenly into a giant's height; — ^it was with 
that confession of inferior skill which she would 
have made to a juggler : — it was with disdain, pe- 
culiarly her own, of any thing the world could give, 
which she must stoop to receive, that Gertrude Au* 
brey .read these documents, and learnt their per- 
haps now completed effects. ^ I have never seen,' 
said she, ' an instance of the mnpner in which a 
marriage of passion, on the side of the woman, is 
brought about ; but if these means be necessary. 
Great God ! 1 beseech thee remove from me every 
such temptation ; and let* me, in hours of dejection^ 
in hours of weakness, in hours of hope or of in^ 
caution, still hold firm to this feeling of my heart, 
that not even Basil Sydenham's merits can deserve 
that a won)an should depart from that which she 
owes to herself, to her sex, and to the character 
affixed on us by thy hand. I can suffer ; and I 
know I shall suffer ; but nothing, nothing can I en- 
dure, equal to what I should feel had I made such 
an advance, and the man of mj choicie had so re- 
ceived it. I should honor Sydenham now, more 
than ever, were he firm ; but he will marry at an 
advantage, such as I should have supposed a man 
' of real honor would have despised ; and he has, by 

his 
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hU ingenuousness^ taken away all right from Lady 
£lma to complain : he tnay slight her to any extent 
of cruelty, and she must bear it in silence : be can- 
not, I am sure, respect her, and yet be marries her; 
I respect him ? 
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CHAPTER LXXXVI. 

Jn attempt to do good, A lesson hy heart. Hints to the fid- 
gelty. An interruption. Proposals. A pumping. A 
thorough dislike. An attempt to do harm. Female spite. 
A female without spite. 

The storm in Gertrude's mind began again to sub- 
side ; and simply honest to herself, free from weak- 
ness and afTectation, and persuaded she had no 
right to subtract from the goodness of the A1-* 
mighty by evils of her own making, she received as 
assistances and encouragements to her fortitude and 
submission, every pleasant circumstance aii it 
arose. She had made tiie power and the best 
means of doing good, an early subject of considera- 
tion on commencing housekeeper; and seeing 
much to adopt and much that would not suit her, in 
the systems of the present day, she availed herself 
of what she had learnt from Mr. Sydenham and 
Mrs. Brett, and adding to it Mr. and Mrs. Mudd's 
extensive experience, she vainly hoped^ at least, to 
avoid doing mischief. 

A very few experiments convinced her that 
there is more discretion required in meeting th^ 
wants of the poor, than in any thing concerning our- 
selves or our families : she had at first, as soon as 
berpurse allowed of it, given liberally where she saw 

necessity, 
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hediessity> and had coiisequently ipaintaiaed the 
idk, encouraged bad husbands to be still worse^ 
and lent her credit, without knowing it, to the run- 
ning up a score at various shops : her bounty had 
made jealousies and strifes ; and i^he might have 
done more ill, but for a few fortunate demonstra* 
lions. That she knew not how to lay out her' mo- 
ney,' was fMToved to her by a worthy old man, 
whom she had noticed on crutches. Enquiring of 
him how he fared, she learned that he and his 
wife enjoyed a revenue of six shillings a week^ 
made qp of an allowance from the parish, and the 
donations of families : he told her how this income 
ivas divided between ren^ food, and firing ; and 
proved to herthat^ without going dinnerless one 
day, at least, in the week, it would not sufficet: he 
idea of an old coupje's fasting thus often, was pain-> 
ful to her ; and she enquired chearfuUy whether it 
ivould not be a good scheme to procure part of a 
flitch of bacon to resort to in cases of necessity.*^ 
* Yes, Lord love you, good lady ; but where can t%tf 
get bacon ? — ^it is so dear, there's no buying it for 
any body, scarce.* — ' Well ! but if you had it, you 
-would, I trust, keep it for those days when you 
would otherwise fast:' — * O ! yes ; certainly — we 
should never touch it otherwise ; and it would be 
but once a week, you know, as we should want a 
bit.' Gertrude went home, and sent the old cou- 
pie such a portion of a flitch as she supposed, on 
this plan, would last several weeks.— Meeting the 
man a very few days after,, she received his grateful 
thanks, and the comfortable assurance that he and 

fibs his 
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his dame had lived on nothing else ever since, and 
should finish it quite the next day/ — * O !' thought 
Gertrude, * I must buy no more store-bacon *.' 

Gertrude^s exertions, aided by something far su- 
perior to all she could do for herself, supported her 
through anotlier fortnight, part of which time was 
occupied in receivingher library, and preparing the 
disposition of it for Mr. Sydenham's improvements. 
It was a gratification mixed with pain indeed, but it 
was invaluable : at first, as the cases were opened, 
she indulged in turning over some of the volumes 
which were the most connected with her labors in 
the seivice of the testator, but she soon found this 
' would not do ;* and she felt it wiser to trouble 
jierself only with the questions of size nnd space. 

A letter from Lord Luxmore, in a style the most 
respectful, the most affectionate — not more formal, 
not more weighty— but what shall we say ? — ^moro' 
impressive than usual, bade her expect him the 
next morning for a few hours, and intimated that 
he must then have some very serious conversation 
with her on a subject the most important to his 
happiness : the expectation cost her her sleep ; but 

tiie disturbance did not affect her resolution :— it 

■ 

* We would discuss the subject of supplying tbe wauts. of 
our fellow.creatures, more at large;, and we would give our 
4>wQ ideas ou many of the means now used ; and we would 
relate facts to support our opinions ; but respecting the mo. 
tives of those employed in good works, and satisfied that in 
the much that is attempted, some good must be atchieved, 
even if alloyed with its inseparable contrary, we forbear^ and 
leave every good mind \o follow its own suggestions, 

was 
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^as too well founded, she wa's convinced) though 
she hardly knew how, to be shaken by any common 
attacks; and uncommon attacks she did not ex- 
pect from his lordship. She would very humbly 
declare her total unfitness for the honor he might 
offer her, and intreat to be allowed to pas& her life 
in her present state of limited responsibility; — * any 
advancement beyond it, would materially deduct 
from her happiness, which his lordship's uniform 
kindness had convinced her was, beyond any claim 
on her part, his object' 

She had conned her lesson : she had it perfectly 
by heart; and his lordship reached her house be- 
fore noon, having travelled from London with, all 
the celerity betokening an important concern. 

The earl was, m gcneml, too well-bred even to 
seem to wish the absence of any one. In his utmost 
impatience, he seldom resorted to the soothing ex- 
pedient^ of some of our friends *. But this morning 

ho 

* Near ac we are na:w, to taking leave of our readers, we 
^atinot omit offering to their consideration our thoughts on 
the good that might be derived from an * Essay on the art 
of being disagreeable ; and to a place in it we would re« 
icooiaiend gentlemen not so correct as ourearl> and who, in 
a morning-yislt to us females, spoil whatever comes within 
their reach. Every implement of work, drawing, or writing, 
passes through their fingers : we geptly reclaim'one and then 
another, but not perhaps in time to prevent the destruction 
of all sharp edges, the separation of the fitch in our brushes, 
the splitting our pens, and the covering sheets of paper with 
autographs, and worse than all the ruin of a well-bound 
book. Another class of the fidgetty require a hint to tell 
them that, in a long da/s journey, it U an amusement r^fh^r 

satiating, 
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he deviated from fais own good practice, and having 
taken coffee from the assiduous hand of Mrs. Au- 
brey, he could not wait her retreat, but commend^ 
ing the fineness of an untempting day, invited Ger-^ 
trude to call with him on Mr. ^ludd. 

She complied immediately ; and when he made 
her take his arm, her feelings were not very ^ivi-* 
able, except to the loversjof romance. — Still she was 
!firm, and his lordship began — what? — why, to tell 
her that he was, in a veiy few days, to seft off for 
Ireland to assist poor imbecile Lady Waveney in 
getting out of some few of her present difBctilties : 
in addition to the ruined situation of Lady Paula^ 
tind the disgrace of Lady Caroline, she had now to 

iBatiating, to bear the nBtnes of ^ flue gignsoti therdad,aiul 
the inscriptions under tliem« * The Artichoke, John Otom.' 
— ' The White Hart, Thonaas Browa/— « Ja»es Smith, car, 
j5enter.' — * Williains, ferrier/ * and Miss Whipwell's Semi* 
Dary/ are quite enough for fifty miles. A catalogue otf 
noises would be an excellent appendix to such an Essay ; and 
if a motto were needed for the work^ we would, oo the bes( 
principle, recommend that which the apostle has given us, 
^ Study to be qaiet/ We say nothing of the odious habi1» of 
-^ome persons subject to abstractien of thought, but that tbej^ 
do not escape observation-^-tbat they do not increase respect 
<^^that they often disgust-^^nd ought to »ke correoled by 
every one who can be made sensible that^ to do gdod, xfB 
must preserve ourselves from contempt. To be (licenced iu 
society as ' a character/ and to be compassionated iu thi^ 
phrases ' Poor dear soul !' and Poor man !' can never be an / 
object of ambition, though it is the highest honor attainable 
by some who might bring forward better daims if their h«bits ' 
%verc not their enemies.-^A dirlleuceis a'stout fortification; 
and our covetousness er currosity miist be 'kei^iriy •04ged 
indeegy if we ^rmount it, 

weet 



b^r^sweol? laid hip m^^^ a <^gr)adi(\g4oi>]^K)a 
to the sheltier of his rank, Whicjti ciyusjt; ^Qofine ihirn 
pn the JLriah ^^ of the Chap«el 

TJ^ ;5u!i^ect Mcl its ri^naifecftifeMfl^ 
re^plp^ed Mf . JVIi>dd>, whier^ *n hjow jrsis sji^nt very 

ihe.hyp^e.ftf itijA?, a^i ith^y wi^m o« th^r^eoit whea 
the arrxvul^ a^ryapli.wppiiiteci, irrforflti^dAhewi «f 
tj^ whoity^^iW^p^ted And oeiu* approach of Lad? 
Elma, >!^j sjtfiHOpQjpd to Ireland by tbe illness oi 
her !i»nc\e, Mi9yl4 p^^ lh$«t ^y. find ;i^leep at Mr« 
Ml^dfl>>#q4^.^iW^i^i^ l4wdoa;thex)fiKt morn- 

If I^y >^ma')S.I9i^^c^ cou^ld he Mal'itpr4>pi» 
rnr-if it eyer AWld ytgc, jyt »ic« liow ; biut .the feeling 
was confined to the earl, who perba{i8 .had pror 
crastinated to increase hi^^cQomge. Sheahtered, 
in all her fascinations^ and in a quarter of an hour, 
(Bhe b94 ptf^v^lpd on XK>rd . Lujiuuboce (to ipostpone 
bisretqrn tatpwn till Ij^e^QOxt^ay^jaDd^asJaerun^ 
<de's sit^iation jvms pot jmio^iately alaroaihg, tnul 
fiVi^ggeat^d m fbrrafligeiiAent far their making Ihe^ 
jo)ir]Qey, .^u:\d or<^si^ tf^e water together. 

I4qrd Lii|ixi9Qpre ^e«9ifi^^ the /day ; and ^Gect^node 
bf^ to i^lirien^bfMiier nigbt^^-His lordship ao 
t^f^pted :re^d% Mi"* Mudd's offered liospitality, 
lin$i j^% parting fQr repose, he openly invited 
^l^self rto br^fc^ ^itb .Gertriade <1^e xa&s^ 
QMrniqg : j]^ cquld juat whisper to her, * I ^x^ 
jpjQCt you to be «}ftDe aSfter breekiaat'Tr-^d \qo4; 
jd«riQg V> fifffii^iw>.itii)eciiwe neQessarytoiintruat 

% ber 
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her mother with her ideas and her resolution : tht 
former met no correction, the latter no encourage^- 
ment frcnn Mrs. Aubrey, 

Gertrude was in her garden early ; and there the 
earl, who bdd been out half an hour, found her a 
few minutes before liie clock sti'uck : the wind was 
cold-^he preferred * the house — she acquiesced — 
Mrs. Aubrey joined them, and they breakfasted, 
without any other peculiarity than his lordship's 
laying his watch on the table* Mrs. Aubrey made 
a very decent errand to take leave of Lady Elma ; 
and allowing Gertrude to take her work, he said : 
^ I must impose ap injunction on you, which will 
appear arbitrary. Promise me to make no reply 
to what I am going to say, till we meet next. 

/ On condition that no meaning shall be affixed 
tp my silence.' 

^ None, on my honor*' 
* I promise.' 

We will not fatigue the reader with his lordship's 
. oration-!-it may be imagined; — it exprest senti-^ 
ments the most correct, the most kind, the most 
genefrpus: — it paid her the highest compliment man 
can pay woman— ^it told her she was to be his re- 
compense for a life of uneasiness, his partner in a 
life of virtue, his guide to a life of eternal happi-* 
Bess. — ^She burst into tears i — ^he would have stopt 
them: — ^shecou^ only say, *If, I must not reply, I 
intreat you let me leave you. His carriage was 
waiting at Mr. Mudd's ; and, with one short adieu, 
and a promise to see her instantly on his return, 
|hit;ber be wf^xit, and thence he immediately depar^- 
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ed with Lady Elma, perhaps not in the best di&«^ 
position to accept her agreeable blandishments ;— * 
but a few miles, we doubt not, made them very^ 
:good company. 

Now, be it known that a most important e9*^ct 
iiad been produced by a very trifling cause, but oH 
' which cause and effect Gertrude remained totally 
ignorant. Mrs. Aubrey s politeness, in bestowing 
on Lady £lma the half-hour when she was exiled 
from the break£aat*room, bad aiforded her ladyship 
just the opportunity of learning what was passing 
between the earl and his late wife s protegee ; and 
Mrs. Aubrey, having very little disguise about her^ 
and not recollectii;^ that there is, sometimes, in 
great cases, an optipn of silence, after a little inno- 
cent shuffling) which only made the matter .ten 
tiqoes more conspicuous, found it^ as she said, 'the 
shortest way,' to tell the whole truth— and perhaps 
rather more— ^for she forgotthatthepurpose of the 
carl's visit was stitl hypQthetical — and, in this 
/ajlur^ of recollection, sppke of his attachment as a 
vinatter decided, and his offer as already made. 
Her ladyship, having little aw^ of her informer, 
had, in Ibteqing, uttered au occasional expression 
of astonishment at Lord Luxmore's 'forgetting 
himself/ and when Mrs. Aubrey, as if to overcome 
this fedingi protested more and more strongly, that 
the n)atter was fact, Lady Elma so far * forgot her- 
self as to say * the man must be mad, or in his 
idotage.'— Mrs. Aubrey now thought to correct 
what she had said^ by a little wholesome truth, and 
|^gge4 her ladyship op no account to divulge whe^t 

she 



!S7S THX C0UKTES6 AITO iiZKlWCVT. 

^e had told her, as she was sorry to say, her 
daughter was * entirely set against Lord Luxmore.'' 
This was xk)4 said to the deaf or to t^ indif- 
ferent : it was addressed to one who, could sh^ 
have possessed ten lovers, or been maAiried to 
twice as many Jiusbands, would have grudge* 
Gertrude Aubrey any attention, except that wkidi 
she herseif despised, or for which she was the im- 
tnediate channel. Had the curate, or perhaps the 
^ar rf the parish, or the attorney, or a rich 
> fancy-farmer,' addressed her, whom, she really 
toted with esteem and tenderMss, she would have 
rejoiced, shp would have graced her wed4ing, «be 
•*rould have w^rn her favors^ she would have 
-made jowr defiteon the occasion. '• Or could she 
liave made Gertrude look at little Captain Bdbadifl^ 
who awaited a wife of hor iadyghip's recorameH- 
^tion, or good old Admiral Sa^ron, whom ^he 
^as purposely porsuading to tabe one, ^e would 
Jhave attended her through all the forms of maflrt- 
iinony, and have given the sanction <A her rank 
and w armest approbation to a choice that, in tPtrCh, 
tweuld have needed all she oould do, to gain it 
credit witii the world : but that Gertrude^ should 
3iave proceeded thus far without consulting her, 
^Jiat she shoisld b^ Qs she was «iow persuaded -^ 
^as, in a ^tuation wanting but one jstep to make 
her claim precedence of her, this she could not en- 
dure. Like Lady Luxmore, she had been kept 
^t ease by her pre-conceived opinion of the want 
of attraction in Gatty. The countess^ we feaye 
t>aid, iiad never supposed Pottargis could fail in 

love 
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love with a ^«i>g «carcely higher in the family es- 
timation than a|p6ter-8i6ter; a^d Lady Elma, who 
4id not eicpect the cotrntese's death when she made 
•her ' gen^otrs resolve respecting Cojonel Syden- 
ham, woiirM have replied *o any body who had in- 
timated the posftilMlity of the now-threatened 
elevation) by ptedging herself for Lord Lax- 
move's mwr Hdarryisg, again, a woman without 
rank. 

Thus predisposed, her ladyship listened very 

willingly to the conBdlatkms of Mf«. Aubrey, when 

she endeavored to efface what she had said by ne- 

-iterated asaurances of her daughter's purpose to 

'rqdct tfce oveii}iare» To ascef^tain this more ex- 

aclJy, and to satisfy feerself of the truth of that 

^opinion wjbidh ^»be felt more whrfi than saw cause 

ito Credit, elie drew Mrs, Auhrey to particularite- 

*^ motived of her dangbter's rejCGtion; and now 

Ihc good lady weirt ^as miich beyond the truth on 

llieother side, and, fenfiMied with nothing of au- 

•thdrifey on the ^stfbj^ she referred to Lord Lnx- 

mope^ dkdpated^ life, his ^hmrking behavior to his 

Jirst zvifcj his temper, his bad condkat as a father, 

^nd feis yeai^^ as «suiifiaountlible labjections with 

Oertrode. For aH but Ifee last, she was, indeed, 

*30d€Arted to the. ^shstilebQ oomnmimcation of the 

'oomitess ; for tof Ws lordship's conduct, between 

She Bft^mopaiWe^ifiyr of Captain Smith, and her 

jt^etutn 4to her daughter, ehe could; on her own 

knowledge, iias^ (Said nothing. 

Having repeeited hwiearnest intreaty, that Lady 
£lme is^ouk} ^not sufer ti word of wl^t she had 

heari 
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heard to escape her lips, Mrs. Aubrey next m* 
deavored to correct her corrections by professing; 
her uncertainty as to her daughter's motives, and 
hxIf-persuasioDSythat, 'at the bottom of all/ as she 
said, * th( r3 was some body else ;' but being a wo- 
man of prudence, and knowing Lady Elma's tra- 
velling-arrangement with the earl, she just did not 
name, though she left lier to guessy that this some- 
body must be Colonel Sydenham. 

The travellers set off; and Mrs. Aubrey, not 
quite easy in recollecting what she had dDne, but 
. hoping that by this time it had become of no im- 
portance, sought her daughter, and enquired what 
had passed; but Gertrude, uqwiUiogitp. disturb 
her mother by her own disturbance, requested her 
forbearance for a few hoyrs. Mrs, Aubrey, nev^r 
offended, acquiesced in her silence, suffered her 
to remain alone, refused her to all visitors with an 
air of tiptoe mystery annexed to her messages, 
and when they met at dinner, comforted herself 
with the persuasion, that her daughter hi^td not 
been unhappy. 

Grertrude rose the next morning, exhausted, 
dejected, and almost incapable of farther exertion : 
she had heard too much to be at pe^ce,:but nothing 
she could admit to govern her,: she wished for no 
elevation ; the public gaze had no charm for her : 
in what she knew of the life of persons of rank ax)d 
fortune, there was too little quiet tp please her : 
in moving from place to place, giving greiat enter- 
tainment^, saciificing the day^ty) the night,, apd 

theiii 
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their own inclinations to the opinion of the world, 
she thought they paid dearly for their privileges^ 
Lord Luxmore had indeed said, ' evefy indulgence 
that your rank, your merit, can claim, that my re^ 
venue can reach, or my affection suggiest, shall 
aM-ait' you : your town-house you have seen and 
approved ; your taste shall correct whatever mine, 
for the want of the aid of your's, has directed ; 
ifydu do not like Luxmore, you shall have a villa 
near town, or I will purchase an estate here, or 
any where else, for you ; you shall have the best 
carriage that can be built, and the finest horses I 
can purchase, for your sole use : you ^hall have 
your box at the opem, and every other distinction 
in public that befits you ; you will have very good 
jewels ; and I shall be happy to add to them :•— 
the queen, I am sure, will receive you kindly; and 
I shall endeavor to gain you attention from the 
royal fieunily : your jointure shall be such as to 
ssjitisfy your friends ; and you shall have the power 
of dobg good/ — But of all this, no clause, except 
the last, held out to her any gratification that she 
could feel ; and when she reviewed the subject, 
the attractions vanished into even a thinner air 
than when first offered to her. 

Mary Mudd came to her, intending to spend 
' the morning in their usual occupations : ^ I can 
neither play, nor draw, nor read, this morning, 
dear Mary,' said she, ' but 1 can sit in the shade 
/md work, and enjoy your society more than an^ 
'thing/ 

**Now T am sure,' said Mary, * that Lady Ehiia 

has 
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has disturbed you. Do you know, I have takeil 
the greatest possible dislike to her?' 

* You are wrong, my dear girl, in both ; she' 
has not disturbed me, and you ought not to dis« 
like her/ 

^ O ! I could tell you such things of her ! I 
never can like her. — ^Would you believe it ? she has 
tried to make a difference between my father and 
motiier ; it was before she went to Guernsey : you 
know she was in the habit of sitting, for an hour 
now and then, with my father in his book-room i 
she asked my mother if she disliked it; and I 
heard my mother s answer, which was, * So far 
from it, my dear madam, that I am obliged to you^ 
your conversation is cbearful, and does Mr. Mudd 
gpod/ Well ! when Colonel Sydenham, as you 
irecolkct, was perpetually at the house, she left off 
sitting with my father, because her tipae was taken 
up with bim« Any body might see this ; and my 
father would, I am sure, neyer have done mor^ 
tlian laugjbed with her at her > inoonstancyi but she 
told him, to excuse herself, that she had lef^ off 
co(ping to him, because my mother was jealous, 
and did l^ot like it My fath^ was too good- 
natured to let my mother' see be thought her 
^rong ; and it never would have been known, if 
my mother had not remarked to biip-Xady Elma's 
discontinuance of her vi^ts : he then toid her the 
truth ; and she had the oppoFtanity of vindicating 
herself. But how disgraceful. Miss Aubrey, to be 
so found out i And now her madness about Co- 

)Apel Sydenham is as disagreeable tomiev Yester- 

. ; . ./ g / ., .. . ^ •• • • ■ dav 
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day iiK>rning, at break&st^ we had so much of it ! 
If he is as gratefuli and as docile, and as sub- 
missive as she represents him, I shall dislike 
bim as moch as I do her ; and this I should be 
sorry to da, {qt I liked him extremely.' 

* You must make allowances, dear Mary, for a 
Preach education, and a little vanity; but be* 
lieve me, Lady £lma has a great many sterling 
qualities that are inestimable.' 

Ah I what my father calls holiday^virtues ; but 
•she wants a few for every-day wear* Ten thou- 
sand times, my dear Miss Aubrey^ do I prefer you 
to Lady £lma.- I can rely so on what you say \ 
I knoW| when I heair you speak^ that you are givinjj; 
your real thoughts : you do not strive to please ; 
it seems beneath you* 

^ But remember^ dear Mary^ if I do not strive^ 
J do not succeed/ 

' Yest you ^ succeed, with all those who are 
woith pleasing.' 

^ O! you forget what your i^e^bor Mrs. 
Wasp said of me to your mother, — ^tbat there was a 
great fuss made about me, but she saw nothing 
in me.' 

^ Nonsense} Do you think I mind that, w 
Mrs. Sapweil's asking my mother if we did not 
lind you a great flatterer? She me«Qit tq mortify 
t^ . not j/iAu Should I have told you of her calling 
ticross & large coitipany to her sister, to tell h^r 
that Mr. Mudd r^nUy thought you ^an extraor- 
dinary young woman/ if I bad ttot despised 
ter? 

^ Weill 
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* Well ! but you forget Mrs. Random's report^ 
that I had a new dress every time I went out, anrf 
wore a lace gown worth five-hundred pounds, be-* 
cause she did not know my gown again by candle-- 
)ight, and could not distinguish worked musliti 
from Mechlin lace.' 

' I do not mind all that, nor Miss Arrogant's 
wish that she had had the educating yotu I can rety 
on your knowledge and on your sincerity; and 
while I can do this, you must stand higher with 
me than Lady Elma ; and you ought to feel ybur 
fuperiority, for I am sure she depresses you/ 

^ I have heard you, Mary, now hear me. If I 
have any advantages, they were either born with 
me or acquired by a natural impulse ; how then 
can I feel them, but in gratitude to Him who gave 
either them or the power of obtaining them? Could 
I be conscious of superiority without the dangeSr 
of making another feel it painfiiUy? aiid what 
would this be ? cruelty added to insolence. 'Then 
take into the calculation^ my dear glrl^ my many 
deficiencies ; any one would eclipse me in com* 
petition: what I have gained suits me^ in my 
quiet life, and renders me the happiest of hutnan 

ft • 

beings ; but take me out of this quiet life, and you 
would see what a sad figure I should make: the 
world requires superficial Excellencies ; I have 
none ; and my knowledge is of a kind that few 
Itvould desire to bring forward. No, Mary, I 
leave it for the fine dancers, fine singers, fine per- 
■ foriners in different ways, to charm | but the love 
gf such a girl as you, and the power to aid the 

helpless 
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helpless df our sex, will always be more valuable 
lo me, than any feeling of superiority. I never 
yet, I belie ve,have obtruded my fancied acquisitions 
on any one ; and I hope I shall always have some 
friend at hand to correct me w hen I do/ 

* Do you think Lord Luxmdre would subscribe*^ 
to all this?' - 

*0! Lord Luxmore has known me from a baby: 
—he is partial.' 

' Yes ; he is partial ; but he is just :— O ! Miss 
Aubrey ! forgive me ; but I look forward with 
agony to the time when he will take you from us/ 

' He will never take me from you :— you need 
not fear.' ' 

' Will you live here, then, when you are mar- 
ried ? — But it will be so difFererit ! * ' * 

Married? my dear, do you suppose Lord Lux- 
more about to marry me?' ' 

' O ! yes, yes, we know it : he speaics* s6 highly 
of you ! the tears come into his eyes when he hears 
you praised.* 

* Be assured seriously, my dear Mary, you will . 
never see me Lord Luxmore's wife : — keep this 
to yourself :— Lord Luxmore loves me as well as 
if I were indeed his daughter. — I was brought up 
with his son ; and the recollection affects him. — I 
hope we shall all see him married, but he ought» 
now, to marry for rank.' 

' I wishhe would have Lady Elma ; I do think 
if her attachment had not come in the way, she 
would have liked him.' 

* Probably so.' 

VOL. iv. c c ' But 
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* But her love is not much compliment, if she 
can offer it to one man, and keep it ready* for 
another/ 

Under the kindness of her neighbors and the ef* 
feet of occupation, Gertrude was, in a few days, 
restored in some measure to herself again. A let- 
ter from Lord Luxmore, repeating, with additions, 
the substance of what he had said, would probably 
have disturbed her, had not the same post brought 
her one from Mr. Sydenham, requesting to know 
when she could most conveniently receive a visit 
from him. She answered, ' Immediately^' and her 
lieart seemed, if not lighter, more elastic. 

Mr. Sydenham came to her with as little delay 
as possible, Gertrude had urged Mrs. Brett to ac- 
company him; but though not gratified in this 
wish, b^r pleasure in seeing him was almost suffi- 
cient to make her forget that bis coming piade no 
alteration in that which distressed her. 



• •• * 
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CHAPTER LXXXVIL 

iijixl feelings. An honttt advocate. An argument too strong, 
A wat/wardnihid. Fain attempts to please. A contretems^ 
Sad forehodings. 

In introdudng Mr. Sydenham and Mr. Mudd to 
each other, Gertrude felt no abatement of her" 
hope that two of her best friends would be friends 
spontaneously. She had learnt none of that narrow 
policy which condemns this communication of be-* 
nefit, by the proverbial aphorism, ^ Open a door to 
two of your friends, and their first agreement will 
be to shut .you out' It was an increase of hel^ 
pleasure to see them pleased with e^uch other. 

But the pleasure of Mr. Sydenham's visit, not- 
•withstanding all the interest he took in her house 
and friends, was alloyed by a dejection and anxi- 
ety in his manners. In hearing Lady Elma spoken 
of, he recognised his son's situation ; but it did not 
seem to be a perfect satisfaction to him : ' he hoped 
Basil would receive as he ought such an extraordi-* 
nai'y distinction. Lady Elma had done him the honor 
to write to him herself on the subject: it was indeed 
only from her that he had his information;- she bad 
told him that Basil was like a creature in a 
dream, fearful of putting out a finger lest he should 
Wake and find it all delusion : he hoped he would 
endeavor to descrve&uch generosity — he wished it 

e c a might 
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might contribute to his happiness ; it was far be-* 
yond any thing he could expect — for himself, he 
hardly understood the value of such an immense 
prospect sufficiently to estimate its powers — he did 
hot think, for his owii patft, that he had abilities to 
fepend more than one thousand a year — did any 
body offet him such an iiicome as Lady Elma S 
would be, or one ten times as large, he should 
know no difference except in the numeration.' 

Mr. Sydenham had been with Gertrude three 
days, and had rendered her every seryiqe in.hi^ 
power with the tenderest regard, when in taking a 
walk with hef, in one of those evenings which in- 
cite to contemplation, and produce a feeling almost 
melancholy, his spirits failed him; bis voice faltered, . 
and she was alarmed. ' Do not be uneasy,', said 
he, * you shall know what affects me- I shall be 
better when I have unburthened my mind. I 
could not have seen you at this time, had I npt been 
induced by the earnest request of Lord Luxmore, jn 
whose confidence I have long beep, respecting, 
you ; he has communicated to me what be has ^aid 
to you ; and we fHust converse on the subjesct-T- 
You have thought on it, I presume — have you 
made any determination?' 

* Am I speaking confidentially ?' 

* Entirely so. I give, you my word not to AU 
vulge a syllable you say.' . - 

* I ha*ve made my determination,' 

* Tell it me.' 

* It is, that though I feel most gi'atefully. Lord 
Luxmore's goodness, noting can prevail on me 
to accept the situation/ 

"^ Indeed! 
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, /^ Jndeed 1— I am . surprised to heay you say so. 
Can you give me a reason ?V * 

"^ ^ None but my utter unfitness for it, and my 
extreme dislike to being placed in a conspicuous 
point of view/ 

. • .' You must overcome this, my . child. You 
ought to 5uflfer yourself to be dazzled, in considera- 
tion of the good you may do.' 
: ■/ I think I can do as much in my humble sta- 
tion — think of Mr. Sterling's goodness to me!- I 
shall ha^ve something to spare from my income ; 
and what J want in money, I intend to make up in 
labor for others,* 

, • Aye ; but this will not benefit Lord Luxmore ; 
the good you would do, should be to him, . Cer- 
tainly his conduct has been exemplary, ever since 
the affair at Richmond.; and I will not deny that 
you have had a great share in regulating it ; but 
whether be shall persevere, and improve that regu- 
larity into real active goodness, I fear, in some de- 
gree, depends on you.' 

* I am sorry it depends on any thing so inade- 
quate/ 

4 

. Mr. Sydenham would not pursue the subject 
farther than to tell her he had felt himself bound, 
an honor and gratitude, to promise the earl his ut- 
most endeavors in his service, and that his heart 
was lighter for having opened the business. Ger- 
trude could have replied, that the weight removed 
from his, had been thrown on her's ; but not wil- 
ling to give pain, she wiped her eyes, and continued 
her walk with him. 

. Hq 
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He extended his stay to six days, during which 
time she was pleased to see him turn with comfort 
from his anxious conversations with h^r, to the so- 
ciety of her neighbor's house and family. The 
younger children, attached by his kindness, attended 
his walks, and interested him in their gardens, their 
doves, their rabbits, wliiie the elder ones gathered 
the finest fruits for him, presented them with deli* 
cacy, and answered his questions. In Mr. Mudd 
he had a table-companion ; and in his excellent 
wife he saw those qualities which save the master 
of a family from the exercise pf petty care : the 
neighborhood were invited to meet him, as LorcJ 
Luxmore's friend and relation and the father of the 
brg.ve Colonel Sydenham ; and when the deeds of 
bis son were the subject of well-bred comment, he 
gave a sigh and passed the bottle. 

The time of Mr, Sydenham's departure arrived. 
« — ^Not a day had elapsed without his speaking to 
Gertrude on the interests of Lord Luxmore ; and 
every day had contributed to the uneasiness of her 
inind on the subject : her feelings were the same ; 
but her sense of obligation and of duty, seemed to 
demand the sacrifice of them. One minute she 
thought such influence as was ascribed to her, 
more than she, in justice; could be charged with ; 
the next, she was almost persuaded that she had 
no right to risk the consequence of disappointing 
Lord Luxmore. * 1 have scarcely ever,' said she, 
^ had a choice in any thing that I did — why 
should I expect it now ?* 

(She began to waver. Mr. Sydenham perceived 
it ; — he shut the door of the room where they were 

sitting 
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sitting?— he told her he had his lordship's direction 
to write instantly any pleasant tidings —the post 
was just going — might he gratify him?' [ 

* No, no ' said she, ' I cannot, in so short a 
time, make up my mind to the sacrifice of all my^ 
quiet comfort — but I will endeavor.' 

. ^ Shall I teach you how to make the sacrifice ?^ 
.—I can make it appear trivial to you/ 
. She looked up. 

* Gertrude, this is the last time I can i^eak on 
the subject — remember 'tis the last hour of my stay, 
with you — hear what / am sacrificing to my re-, 
gardfor Lord Luxmore — to my sense of his. kindnessr 
-r-to my wish for his confirmation in goodness. :t—, 
^owr sacrifice is nothing to mine — you talk of ypur, 
^wie^— but I talk of my mn. He loves you as i^n- 
cerely, as ardently as does my noble cousin ; but h^ 
has been warned that you are the property of ano^ 
$ber, and, on pain 'of my displeasure, he has beert 
prohibited from ever presuming to address you.— j 
is^e him beisety I may say, by a woman I cannot esi» 
teem. — I forward her views against the convictiori 
<)f my own judgnaient; and I try to convince binqi 
that twelve-thousand a year will recompense him 

• for renouncing, can I gp Jarthei^?-^: — fcMT 

renouncing Gertrude Aubrey !' 

Gertrude saw the tears gush from Mr. 3yden,r 
ham's eyes — she saw no more — she found herself 
on her bed, her mother, Mrs. Mudd^ — and her 
daughter, standing by her. — Mr. Sydenham wai 
£et off. 

The peace of Gertrude^s mind had been long 

sapped ; 
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sapped ; it had tottered, and it now fell ; and when 
8he was aga^n about her bouse, she found it was 
BO longer in her power to command her attention, 
or to pursue the plan, of her industrious day: she 
was driven for, relief to those low cares, against 
w}iich she bad striven to secure herself; she 
passed much pf her time, with Mrs. Mudd's younger 
children ; she sent for them, grew weary of them, 
dismissed them, ai^d then wished for them again : 
she felt frivolous, and wondered she had ever been 
otherwise; she conversed without interest, and 
read without consciousness; asking the passing 
hour what it had provided for the quick passage qf 
the next. Yet company was fatiguing, and she 
shunned it. 

It was now impossible to conceal from Mr. and 
Mrs. Miidd, and their eldest daughter, that part of 
ber distress which Lord Luxmore occasioned. It 
was a case in which all could feel, yet none could 
advise : * But my dear young lady !' said M 
Mudd, after a kind conference with her, * you 
inust not attempt to persuade me that you reveal 
hM your objections. I could, I think, get the bet- 
ter of all that you have declared ; the one you 
conceal, God forbid I should attempt to combat ! 
— ^Tell me, can I assist you. Would a voyage — 
Would a journey— would the intervention of a fa- 
ther, do good ? send me, command me, do what 
you "please; only let me see you once more happy/ 

Conversing with Mrs, Mudd, she felt comfort in 
Clearing the suggestions of bcr plain integrity imd 

good 
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good sense. ' If/ said she, ' you can decide on 
accepting Lord Luxmore, I should hope you -could 
not be unhappy, because I scarcely ever saw a 
inarriage of prudence and conscience, turn out 
otherwise than wdl ; I could give you niany in- 
stances of this; but, I believe, you will see that 
when people set out prudently, they will be careful 
of their own happiness ;' when they marry wholly 
for love, they are often very careless in their con* 
duct towards each other ; and the least thing is an 
offence to those who imagine that they had been 
promised perfect felicity. 

The strife of her thoughts soon grew intolerable, 
— She endeavored to end it ; Mr. Sydenham urged 
by letter all that he had said in person ; and Ger- 
trude feeling the quick adyapces of a fever, which 
might, in its termination, produce the greatest pos- 
sible miisfortune to her mother, wrote to him sayino-, 
that she submitted her opinion wholly to his, and 
intreated him to come to her as quickly as pos- 
sible. 

She received the commendations of her friends 
and the grateful thanks of her mother, and endea- 
vored to feel satisfied with herself. 

Nearly a week was necessarily occupied in the 
passage of her letter, and the reply to it. It did 
not much improve the state of her mind ; it con- 
tained only these words ; 

* I write in the greatest possible haste :— you de- 
serve more happiness than this world can give 
you. We are two martyrs at the stake : we must 

encourage 
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encourage each other. 1 forwarded the import of 

your letter, drest in better words, to Lord L 

yesterday : it was cutting off' a right hand ; but I 
should be ashamed to flinch when you set me 
such an example. A circumstance has occurred^ 
which can make no difference, but which has occu*> 
pied me since the post brought me the news this 
morning. My son has declined Lady £• De It's 
goodness : he had told me he should do so at the 
first fair opportunity : he was sincere, and I lK>nor 
him : he has written to her in Ireland. You shall 
hear again from me : at present I cannot comQ to 
you. God bless you, is the prayer of 

' Your s 

' B. S.^ 

Sydenham was free ! — Gertrude was bound ! — 
She could not bring herself to divulge this ; she 
buried it in her own bosom. — She had now only 
to wait the next occasion of his lordship's writing 
to Mr. Sydenham, who, she doubted not, woald, 
communicate to her his s^itiments. Wretchedj^ 
very wretched, her waywardness prompted her ta 
seek some one as wretched as herself: and she 
would have betaken herself to the rectoi'y-house 
at Luxmore, had she not learnt that Colonel Sy- 
denham had obtained leave of absence to visit his 
father. 

To her mother, who required not the most logi- 
cal conclusions, she said little on the subject of her 
melancholy, but in a common-place reference to 
the anxiety of her situation* AU ^^} Mrs. Au- 
9 brey 
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brey admitted in its fullest force : she remembered 
what she had experienced in a similar situation; 
but she hoped Lord Lux more was not likely to 
change or to deceive her; and certainly it was a 

very fine thing for a daughter of her s. * Ah ! 

my mother!' thought Gertrude — ^you little think 
— but I am happy that you can deceive yourself. I 
would not for' the world have you know how your 
daughter meets this ^ fine thing." 

To no one dared she be explicit. Mr. Mudd's 
sacracity alarmed her ; but his natural good-breed- 
ing secured her. * I remain in my first opinion, my 
sweet firiend/said he ; * it is not/e«r, it is not distrust f 
it is not disparity/ y it is not dislike, nor these, all toge* 
ther that make you insensible to this flattering pro- 
spect ; but you shall not tell me a word more, till 
you can ask me to hear it ; and in the mean time, 
on the faith of John Mudd, who never, since he 
was breeched, told a lie, if even wife knows what I 
think, it must be that I talk in my sleep/ Geir* 
trude could not, even now, reply. 

To Mary Mudd she confessed the dejection oi 
her mind, as connected with an indescribable 
dread. * And let this teach you, my dear girV 
said she, * what sad incorrect judges we are of 
what is essential to our own or another's happiness. 
Few young persons, I believe, are brought up with 
less indulgence than I met in the early part of my 
life. I had much to endure, and little to recom- 
pense my endurances, except the hope of future 
gain by present suffering; yet my hours passed 
jpwiftly, and my days not unhappily. If I was scjk 

dom 
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dom greatly pleased, I was as seldom deeply griev- 
ed ; and my spirits bore me through all that was 
imposed on me. I felt satisfied that I had not 
chos^en my lot, and therefore could not justly 
blame myself; and one of the circumstances which 
I now reflect on with the most self-complacency, 
is, that I never suffered myself to be discontented. 
I always told myself that a home and protection, 
clothes, food, and firing, were all my real wantSj^ 
»nd that all these were supplied ; and I can truly 
ftay, I never, for one moment, wished Lady Lux- 
more's death or my own releas(^. And now, Mary, 
^ee Ik)W ungrateful I am !. With every thing the 
world can give — in a situation far beyond that of 
a poor clergyman's daughter — with such a home^ 
puch friends, such a fortune-^ my books, my amuse- 
•inents, my pleasures — with every thing succeeding 
to Boy wish— able to read those authprs who were 
once only subjects of longing and vexation to me— 
music ceasing to be laborious — and . that fascina-r 
tion, oil-paintirigj^ opening to nie. a new source of 
delight-ryour good father giving me an insight 
.into subjects of science, connected with manuiac* 
tures-T-and every body trying to please me, I am 
peevish, hysterical, and good for notliing.' 

* I fear you are out of health,' said Mary, /or 
J[. cannot believe you would think so gloomily; it 
is not like you. If you were yourself, you would 
not be so indifferent to the prospect before you : 
it certainly is very great; and I am persuade^d .you 
will be very happy ; you do not dislike Lord Lux- 
,inor€ — * 

* Far 
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* Far from it, — I must have no knowledge of him, " 
or no gi'atitude in my nature, were I not, in some 
measure, partial to him : he is very good tern* 
pered, very indulgent; and certainly the respect 
with which he lias treated me, is beyond any thing 
I could ask; but I know, the moment I am his 
wife I must take leave of all my present pleasures ; 
and I fear I shall be but too well satisfied widi 
those that will succeed them. I shall,- in all pro- 
bability, be elevated in my own ideas; Bjy sur- 
prise at my elevation will seem to justify, and it 
will probably increase my vanity, I shall think; 
not what. ought to content Gatty Aubrey^ but 
what becomes the countess of Luxmore i 1 how 
I dislike the title ! I shall first aisk myself what I 
may dare do ; and then dare without asking ; and 
iny fellow-creatures will remark my sad deviation 
from my own character, when I have no other to 
recommend me to their love. Then I shal 1 neither 
have nor wish for quiet : I shall be like a person 
in a delirium ; I shall fancy myself exactly what I 
am not. I shall think I have just now attained 
happiness, and despise myself for my former ac- 
nquiescenceSjand my mis-spent time. To pleaseLord 
Luxmore will be, and ought to be, my aim : w^e 
shall be wanderers on the face of the earth ; and I 
shall be the adviser of my own misery; for I shall 
certainly urge his keeping me out of sight till tlie 
world lias done talking of his disgraceful marriage, 
and till I have acquired the manners of ' the up- 
per world,' as Lady Elma calls it; — you know the 
litrong line she draws between the upper and the 

lower* 
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lower. Do yoa not remember one evening wherf 
tie were laughing at the odd phrases I recollected 
to hare heard at Brighton, she told us that people 
of rank had a kind of patois of their own^ which 
none but those accustomed to live with them could 

pretend to understand how am I to learn thi^?' 

said she, attempting to laugh. 

^ I would make no alteration in myself^ were I 
you,' said ingenuous Mary. 

* I shall be altered, whether I alter myself, oi* 
am merely passive.* 

* But so you must be^ in marrying in any situ^^ 

ation.* 

* Yes, certainly; but not in the same degree* 
Did I marry nearly on my own level — did I marry 
a man of pursuits or of a profession, the case 
would be greatly different; he would have bis 
hours of quiet at home, or employment absent 
from it. If he had acquirements of learning or of 
taste, I could resort to him for assistance and cor- 
rection : we should meet with pleasure, because it 
would not be always in our power to meet ; and 
even if his profession called him away, I should 
enjoy his correspondence. I should think on him 
while I was endeavoring to render myself morief 
worthy of his society; and in cherishing every 
warm dffection of my heart to greet him on his 
return, O ! how I should offer up my prayers to 
Heaven for his safety — and yet, I hope, close my 
petitions with * Thy will be done !' 

Perhaps, had the dialogue gone a few sentenced 
farther, Mary Mudd might have said or thought,^ 

* Why, 
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* Why, surely ! Colonel Sydenham then, is exactly 
the man to suit you :' but Gertrude was fatigued, 
and glad to betake herself to a shaded room, the 
sopha, and solitude; and for this purpose they 
parted. 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER LXXXVIIL 

* 

4 

Agreeable comparisons in a post-chaise. An opportunity im^ 
prcfoed. Mancewores. A little too late. A disappointment 
meltiorne, A tooman of honor. A man of integrity. Kind 
taution. A report. Superfluous cares. Hope in the dis^ 
tance* 

Leaving Mary Mudd to lament, with her parents^ 
the sad dejection of tlieir beloved Miss Aubrey, 
and the father to read a short lecture on that addi- 
tion to ihe text * The race is not to the swift nor 
the battle to the strong/ neither happiness to the 
adopted children of Fortune, we will quit Sussex, 
and attend the earl of Luxtnore and Lady Elma de 
Huse in their visit to that exuberant land called 
Ireland. 

His lordship in setting out, wished to be agree- 
able : he was not in the habit of being otherwise ; 
and Lady Elma was enough his favorite to have 
made her company, on any other day, an increase 
of pleasure ; but, just now, he was disposed to 
muse. Gertrude's reception of his overture had 
pot alarmed or discouraged him ; nay, it had been, 
in his construction of it, almost all he could wish'; 
be was sorry he had left her in tears — he would 
write by the first post to chear her:-7~on what part 
of his possessions should he jointure her? — one of 
jbis first concerns, after (heir marriage, would be 

to 
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to make a will, which should eclipse that provir 
afion which the law or his act and deed gave her : 
— ^he wished he were ten years younger. 

He began to grow conscious he was inattentive, 
* Lady Gertrude/ said he, ' use your pleasure as 
to the current of air you sit in : I am not nice/ 

Lady Elma looked arch — laughed, and replied, 

* Let Luxmore travel, rest, stand still, or walk. 
Still he can nothing but of (jeKrude talk ; 

He wrote to his father, ending with this line, 

* I am, my lovely Gertrude^ ever thine.*' 

* Very fair, indeed T said his lordship, * a very 
apt parody; but I assure you that my error, 
— my ill-bred mistake — arose— ^-^ — I had just been 
talking to Miss Aubrey very seriously — on^— her 

affairs * , 

The subject was introduced; atid the lady's 
frank reply, * Now, my dear very good lord, do 
not attempt to deceive or to mislead me,' — gave her 
the opportunity necessary to telling his lordship, in 
the gentlest way, and most affectionate terms of re^ 
gard, that his Gertrude was * too cold-hearted to 
be won, and too singular to be wished for.^ She 
' spoke the sense of the world ; the world had its 
eye on his lordship : — he was a public man : — he 
should be warned by the fate of our minister at 
'■ ' .'} ' • : an indiscreet marriage ; a marriage for love 1 
had paralysed his fortunes ; and really it would be 
very goosy for Lord Luxmore, in his old age, to 
break his heart, or disappoint the ministry, who 
were in the habit of looking to him, for the sake of 
8i|ch a colt as Gatty:— there were matches fitter fot 
VOL. IV, . V d hin^ ; 
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Mm ; the duchess of — * — 's only aumarried daugh- 
ter bad said openly that he was the most agreeable 
man in the world.' 

* Why, she is younger than this colt, as you call 
her/ said the earl, laughing, 

* True ; but the rank !' 

' Yes/ said his lordship ; * the rank folly of her 
adoration. No, Lady Elma — I \\\\\ not make a 

mistake again 1 plead guilty to all your 

charges ; you seem in possession of all the facts ; 
though, how you got them, I cannot guess; but, I 
thank you for your care, the world has nothing 
to give me: I shall fake something which I have 
always, since I could judge, considered as infinitely 
above its best gift. Gatty Aubrey is no common 
character, nor is it common happiness she will 
bring witli her : she has used no art ; it is of my 
reason as well as my affection she has taken pos- 
session : — your situation with regard to Sydenham, 
takes from me all caution in expressing my pre- 
ference. 

Her ladyship found ' it would not do,' and she 
changed the subject. She prevailed on her fellow- 
traveller to dine at the house of a relation of hers^ 
where she was to remain till fhey set off ag^in. 
She contrived, with some pains, that he should, the 
next day, see the duchess and the adoring Lady 
Alfreda ; but still * it would not do ;' and all she 
qould accomplish was to make his lordship's letter 
the next day too late for the post: — it made no 
difference. 

, Another day elapsed, and they set off agdin for 

Holyhead : 
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Holyhead: the earl made no more blunders. Ger- 
trude was not named, and they reached Dublin, 
persons and friendships unhurt 

It was three miles beyond the famous city, that 
Lady Elma was to be set down ; and there Lord 
Luxmore, whose business carried him fifty miles 
another way^ was to find her at his return, of which 
his letters were to apprise her: her uncle was 
at the point of death. She repented that she had 
not used more expedition ; she had sacrificed soma 
hours in setting off from- Mr. Mudd's^ and two 
^vhole ddys in London^ the one on the business of 
Lady Alfrieda) tlie other on the more rational con- 
cern of her house;' ^it was mifortunate. 

She went to her uncle s bedside : he * certainly 
could not know her ; for he ordered her to be 
taken away, and she dared appear no more : he 
died ; she found his will : his solicitor who had 
been civil to her, and who was one of the exe« 
cutors hoped her ladyship was prepared for the 
i:ontents. 

' Perfectly, I thank your care,^said her ladyship : 
' my uncle apprised me of his kind intentions.' 

* By « .^ then you shall not open it^' said 

the lawyer. 

Lady Elma, conceiving herself insulted, and al- 
ways knowing what she had to do, rang for her 
uncle's house-steward. 

Her opponent paced the room with die will but^ 
toned within his coat, and repeated, * No, no, by 

; since you call them kind intentions, nxy 

lady, ypu shall never see the will, if I can help it« 

D d S Gpd 
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God bless your dear soul ! I love you and all of 
you, too well to do such a thing.' 
The steward came. * Mr. Macraven/ said her 

ladyship, * I must beg your presence.' ^he then 

related the circumstance. 

* Why I do not know what to say on the matter/ 
answered the steward : ' we are all very sorry to 
our hearts ; but it was pity, ten times a pity, that 
your ladyship was not here a little sooner ; it's a 
grief indeed ; but the poor'U be all the better/ 

* Aye, aye : there's not one sixpence in the 
will for your dear soul, my dear creature,' said he 
who was, the minute before, so fearful of giving 
her ladyship the sudden intelligence. 

Lady Elma now requested to know who were 
the other executors. Two gentlemen were named ; 
and she waited while an express went to Dublin 
to request their attendance. They were founds 
and came with great politeness, and her ladyship 
now saw the will opened : the man of law all the 
time of the proceeding calling out, * Make your-* 
self easy : I know there's not a sixpence for you, 
my dear lady, but a poor five-hundred a year : all 
the rest to charitable uses send building hospitals/ 
— And so it proved, 

* How is it possible,'^ said Lady Elma^ ' that my 
uncle can so have deceived me ? Was it that ha 
thought me negligent?* 

' I rather fancy,' said the lawyer ; that had some-* 
thing to do with it: ^ if you'd come in time, it 
might have been rectified ; but you not , being 
here, you see there was nobody to speak for you, 

and 
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and I know some busy people had been about my 

lord, and told him a strange story/ * Story ? 

about what?' 

' I believe/ said the lawyer, Mf; Steward^ 
* you had best speak/ 

The steward began : * Why, it was, I think, on 
Wednesday fortnight, as it were first talked oq^ 
Our housekeeper, Mrs. Superfine, bad a letted 
from her son in Guernsey ; and in that letter it 
was said your ladyship was going to be married^ 
and we supposed it must be to somebody of great 
title or fortune ; but the letter said it was not ^ 
title nor a rich gentleman, but some one ih the 
army ; so, you see, we all talked about this, and I 
dare say some of us said a coi^nmoner ; and my 
lord's valet went and tcAd my lord that you was 
going to marry a common soldier : we could not 
get it out of bis bead ; and the dajr we expected 
you, he sent for Mr. PenweA here, a^d made thai 
will; 

Letdy Elma was too ^gnified to sabmit hei^ 
feelings to the public gfrze : she withdrew into 
another room, and ih ah hour was at the principal 
hotel iti Dublin, and deciding oh her next step. 

Her greediness of ddmiiiation was a fault that 
stood itisatoted in her character; i! had neither 
connection with, nor support from any other part 
of it. She was equally capable of the greatest 
ddtioiiiS, Where her vslnity was not interested, an6 
of the most paltry manoeuvres where it wasj but 
in the present itistance, the good was predo*^ 
minqnt. Cokmel Syd^ani w^ her first recok 

lectioii 
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. lection indeed; but th<^ recollection did not degrade 
ben ^ I will nojt/ said sbe^ ' leavp him to learo 
from any other source, that I am again in com- 
pariELtiye indigence/ 

She wrote to him, stating the circumstances 
of her uncle's prepossession against her, her 
pot amvipg in time, and the conseqi^ept forfeiture 
of what she had, and hoped to have, enjoyed 
from him: ';sh^ did not permit hiip, sh^ cm- 
tnanded him to think no more of hpv : she en* 
jqiji^d him to rejoice tl^^t thp event had occurred 
jn.tiipc jtQ 5ft ve hJAi from shjpwrpck \v'ilh her ; and 
h.er iieart,. always right when left to itself, felt 
grateful tha|t)sh6.hp,d.not involved a fellow^'Creaturc 
in her disappointment, 

Kesolved not to repine, but feeling jt peccj^sary 
|o take breath, she intended to make it hpt busir 
pQ^s the oext day, to write to Lord Luxpaore; 
but she was spared this trouble, by a message from 
his lordship, which followed her to Dublin, an4 
inforined hjpr, thfit, in threi^ .daypi he should be at 
|lie hotel . where st^ then was, and should imipe; 
diately, on being assured t^a^t she needed not bi^ 
farther escort qr exertiqns, embark fpr England- 
Tp spare the pain and trouj^le of a second detail, 
she replied only by &^ wish );o see hjm, and re* 
ferred ^11 explanation to their meeting. 

The meritorious eonduct of Lady Elma, seetoed 
i}l requited by her receiving, (he next day, Colonel 
.(Sydenham's uninfluenced renunciation, which he 
bad written when every circumstance wore - its 
u)ost favorable aspect : — he could not have vrittei^ 

"■■"■■'■ ■ ■ it, 
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ity perhaps, bad be known her present situation : 
his nature would not have suffered Inm to lay-OQ 
that last grain of sand which was to break the back 
of an oppressed creature ; but supposing her aU 
most in the act of taking possession of her great 
inheritatice, be, even when he had written it, could 
feel Tip compunction. , He paid every possible re- 
spect to her high character: he acknowledged 
her extreme generosity, and his personal obligation 
to it ; and fae felt himself driven to own, that no« 
thing less than his peculiar situation, could justify 
his seeming in^atitude : he gave her his perfect 
confidence, — a confidence none but his father 
shared with her : be requested her to consider 
what . it was that he preferred to accepting her in- 
valuable goodness :T-it was a hopeless attachment; 
it was one, that parental authority, exerted on the 
highest principle of exalted honor, had forbidden 
him to plead where alone it could excite interest; 
if was not therefore happiness that he. was seeking 
divided from her ; It was solitude in anguish of 
heart, that he ^ked for. He knew Miss Aubrey to 
be as entirely out of his reach, as if she were at 
that 'moment counte$s of Luxniore; he had no 
prospect; be had no aim; but she was the only 
woman he had ever known to whom he could 
have offered his heart at the hazard of a refusal ; 
and nothing less than the obligation of his father 
towards Lord Luxmore, or the wish to promote 
her happiness by the sacrifice of his own, could 
))ave prevented his making the experiment He 
4;ox^luded in the most consoling language : he saicjl 
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all that could give lady Elma credit with herself; 
and he took his leave, intimating an intention of 
getting, as quickly as possible, to the greatest dis- 
tance that his sovereign's service allowed, from a 
country which no egotism could now render dear 
to him, to which no ties could attach him, and 
which notjiing but his love for his father, cour4 
tnake him regret to leave. 

Lady Elma's foible had been \ scotched, not 
killed :* it revived in all its force at this recital : 
ihe saw her generosity thrown away : she saw tha^ 
even a hopeless attachment to Gertrude 4«breyjr 
could counterbalance all the hope and certainty 
she could ever give ; and she was resolved not to 
be passive in her own disgrace* She therefore 
awaited Lord Luxmore's return ; and on his join- 
ing her, she communicated, together with her own 
disappoidtmetit, Sydenham's letter, and her per- 
suasion, founded on Mrs. Aubrey's statembnt, 
which 6be repeated, in all its force^ that both his 
lordship and she were imposed on, by an under^ 
Standing between the young people* 

The eaii heard all with due interest, but very 
little effect : he had received Mr. Sydraham's en* 
touragidg tidings, with a transcript of Gertrude's 
Words ; and, whatever might be bis owi^ feelings^ 
when she had spoken for herself the testimony of 
the world could scarcely have made him (|oubt hen 

A little consideration, however, made Wm very 
painiully apprehend that Gertrude's sense of oWi* 
gation and her' habit of submission, migM iead[ 
her into an acquiescence d^sttructWe to her happi* 

ness; 



pess : she migtit have some repugnance ; she might 
l^tifle some latent inclination for a time ; and he 
might have the misery of hearing her confi^s it oa 
a prematui^ death-bed : he recollected in hid recent 
i-eading, the qpinion that th^ sorrows of this lif^r 
j>ink (ijeepest into grave natures.— God forbid he 
should make her unhappy ! he would forego any- 
thing rather than be the cause of suffering to aiio* 
ther, especially to one who was dear to him in no' 
common degree : he could not think with Lady 
£lma, that he had been imposed on ; bnt he could 
make every allowance for a woman under het 
circumstances; and, though he could not much 
fear the event, he would ascertain the fact : the * 
least distressing method of domg this, would be tor 
remain where he was at present^ and ^ wite.ttii 
England for full satisfaction. 

While his lordship was deliberating on the least; 
pbjisctionable mode of doing what he would gladly 
have determined it was not necessary to do, Lady 
Elma's situation was embarrassing: she knew not 
his plans or the impediment to his setting forward 
immediately ; but the delay was very unpleasant 
to herself, as^ if she gave way to it, it confined her 
io a place of all otliers the least agreeable to her^ 
under tkie present circumstances, and where she 
must either be a prisoner, or expose herself to 
animadversion.. She therefore began to talk, it 
net to think, of crossing the water alone; but from 
f^is^ his lordship dbsimded her. To pi^ail cq 

btt 
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her to wait, be told her ingenuously the ideas that 
were afloat in his mind, and the means he should 
pursue to satisfy his scruple. Ten or twelve days 
would, he doubted not, procure him the assurances- 
he wbbed for ; and if he could make that time 
pass agreeably to her, in a little tour,, he was at 
her service, and would then attend her to London,, 
cr into Sussex, or to any other pait of England. 
The conversation decided him : and he resolved 
on writing by the first mail. 

Lady £lma had now involved herself. She bad 

iailed in piquing bi& pride ; and her share in the 

frustrated attempt was about to be disclosed. She 

eould almost have begged him not to write ; but 

fearmg his measures too decidedly taken, in a 

point oo whkh be was so serious, she could not 

venture this : she therefore resorted to her store- 

house of fascinations ; and having, in a costume of 

kresistible supplication, intreated bim * not to rob 

the plundered, '-r.^ not to take friends from her, 

who now had no means of purchasing others,' — 

. * not to add contumely to degradation,' — •* not to 

baptize Lady Elma the disinherited^ Lady Elma 

the suspected9''^sh& awakened a tenderness which 

it was sufficient for b^v to b^ve ^wsiJcened. 3he 

bad neither vice nor weakness in her composition : 

a promise to write nothing that could implicate 

ber,. and a request that ^he would judge for her* 

seI4 by reading his letter before he dispatched it, 

satisfied ber; and the ofier of the little tour, re- 

n6ved all o^jectipuq tg waiting his lordshin'f cq])!t 

ffsiieoce. 

To 
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To whom should he write ? To Gertrude ?— 
No surely. If the influence of obligation, if her 
habit of submission were too strong in her mind 
to allow the action of her free-will, what he could 
^ay, if be spoke from bis heart, could not tend to 
remove such fetters.— Should he write to Mr, Sy- 
denham ? It was not oi\ly circuitous, but it might 
excite hope in his son, and substantiate the obsta^ 
cles which he, at present, looked on as a shadow. 
ll^Irs^ Aubrey was not a woman whose judgment 
was accustomed to any appeal. In short, he could 
think oji no such qigent 3.s Mr. Mudd; and to him he 
wrote, in terms thi^ most polite, the most conciliating. 

I^e referred to that; part of his intentions which 
he presumed p9ust be )cnown to all Miss Aubrey^s 
confidential friends, £tpd saying nothing on the 
^ubjeqt of Laidy Elma's situation; farther th^n that 
she h$id been deceived in her expectat|on9 from 
ber uncle ; without hinting at Colonel Sydenham; 
and without, in any way, giving form pr feature 
to ^n idea, which he wished to be regarded as the 
vague offspring of excessive aqxiety, he expressed 
bis fear ti^at bi$ situation left Miss Aubrey ' too 
little .lib,erty of .objec.^gn, a^nd requested Mr. Mudd, 
f Ithejr to inform him on liis own knowledge, or to 
learn, by any gentle means, wl^iether it was in the 
power of another to offer her, whose happiness, he 
persua4ed bioisdf, was equally their object, ap 
easier path or o, more acceptable cQmpajaion in 
littaining it. 

To the dictioQ of this, or its communications^ 
po objection could have been made by the most 

fastid|ou$ 
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fastidious or the most interested. It past the or- 
deal of Lady £Ima*s judgment She added to it 
a postscript more descriptive of her situation : 
^he represented herself as awakened from a goldea 
dream, but disposed to make the best of it ; ' her* 
five-hundred a year woqid give her ease, if not 
afBuence; and Mr. Mudd might again turn his 
thoughts to a cottage for her.' 

The letter was dispatched by the mail ; but it 
did not reach its destination, by two or' three 
days, so soon as a gentleman of Dublin, whom com- 
mercial concerns carried first to London, and 
next to the bouse of his old friend and corre* 
spondient John Mudd,who naturally saying that he 
had friends in Ireland^ and that their silence made 
lum wish his visitor could have brought tidings of 
tbem> learnt the sensation excited in Dublin by 
!Lady Elma^s disappointment, with all its parti- 
culars* His informer was accurate in his detail of 
i^cts; but proceeding to speak oft nM>tives, h6 
erred when he represented her ladyship as the suf- 
ferer by a perfect misapprehension as to her ma- 
t(imQi)ial views — an opinion which he supported 
oo what appeared to him, the certainty that her 
ladys^p would be countess of Liixmore before 
she crossed the water. 

^Gertrude bad been present at this conversat^n i 
siie lefi: the room when the stranger bad pledged 
lurBself for the truth of what he had asserted, and 
the certain accomplishment of what he* foretold i 
Mary Mudd followed her ; and Mrs. Mudd'g dnx* 
iety would not let her remain lon^ behind : they 

(ound 
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foutid her standing at the windo^v of another room 
looking on the lawn. Mary, who had first arrived, 
was endeavoring to discover how she had best 
treat her. 

But though thankful for the assiduity, Gertrude 
wanted no particular treatment : she had only to 
resort to herself ; she might be trusted to the oper- 
ation of her own principles : she gave full cre- 
dence to all she had heard : it accorded entirely 
with the silence of the parties ; and she felt herself 
if not mistress of her destiny, at liberty to shake 
off foreign control. She cheared her fiiends by 
her vigor of mind, and excited admiration, much 
more than was due to her equanimity : the strokes 
of her feverish pulse abated in a few hours, and 
she was better, in the opinion even of Mrs. Mudd s 
sagacity in symptoms, than she bad been for many 
days. 

In her first unwitnessed moment of reflection, 
she said to herself, ^ Can Mr. Sydenham know 
this ?— O ! if some good angel would whisper it ! 
I would write it— -but I cannot, and no one else 
knows his concern in it — patience ! patience T 



CHAP. 
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tHAPTER tXXXIJE^ 

A severe censurei An active friend. A parent^i iritredt^ 
Vispatdk of bueinessi A letter from Holj^head. 

Mo. Mudd wa$ engaged all day \iith his frietid .* 
Gertrude had retired to her home j bat he could not 
close the evening without seeing her: he came 
vfith his wife ; her eldest daughter tias stilt offering 
her sweet assiduities : Mrs. Aubrey, fretted and 
disappointed, kept aloof. 

Finding Gertrude able and indined tb talk on 
the extraordinary tidings, Mr, Mudd spoke without 
reserve, but with a severity that she did not expect* 
He began, * My dear young lady, we all love and 
honor your greatness of mind, and the permission 
you give others to carve their happiness for theniT 
selves, even if it be cut out of your portion ; but 
it is not morally necessary that we should feel ex- 
actly as you do. My wife here predicted, from 
the moment of Lady Elma's arrival, tliat she would 
supplant you : I thought it impossible; but I was 
wrong, and I am mortified. God forgive me if I 
err in what I think now ! those who are censured 
unjustly, are often to blame in having acted as if 
they deserved it. I love that dear woman as I 
do my eyes ; but I can see her faults, her French 
faults : — I hate a paltry plot ; and as I hope to live, 

if 
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if my old master's daughter justifies my suspicioh^ 
dear as she is to me, I know her no more, I am 
afraid her passion for Colonel Sydenham was A 
stalking-horse/ 

Here Gertrude could acquit her friend and 
prove her innocence : she therefoi'e told what sfa^ 
had learnt from Mr. Sydenham, but she could not 
speak now as steadily as when talking of Lord 
Luxmore. - Mr. Mudd paused, looked at her, and 
proceeded ; 

' If it is true that Lady Elma has lost her ex- 
pected fortune ; if it were possible that she could 
return pennyless, thb house should be her's, and 
we her sei*vants : she should have the love of f 
child while I live, and a child s portion at my 
death ; but as countess of Luxmore, as having 
supplanted another, I must despise her. I could 
forgive her for loving that gallant fellow Syden- 
ham ; such a man is worthy any woman's love • 
but even then, she could not forbear her coquettish 
^French tricks, — ^Wife tells me there was such pick- 
ing of posies, such choice of fruit for Lord Luxmore, 
such copying three times over, with alterations 
and amendments, extempore verses, such languish- 
ings, such hints and such lies ! nay, I will speak 
out, they were lies : O ! that my old master's 
daughter should descend to a lie ! — and all this is 
innocent vanity ! it is harmless coquetry ! — What 
is vanity ? the most gross selfishness : — what is 
coquetry? why, the intoxicating, a man's senses, 
which, perhaps, not sobering afterwards, in 
tiiousands of instances lead inexperienced boys 

into 
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into ruii), against which they were not guardedji 
and i^bich, strange to say, is utterly unconnected 
with the actual coquette. I have knc^n a young 
fellow conceive a wild {)assion fot a girl, merely 
because she was the first who came in his way, 
after he had been under the influence of tlids 
animal magnetism.— *Heaven defend my girls from 
vanity, and my boys from the vain V 

Gertrude, in listening to Mr. Mudd, thought^ 
as we are all apt to do when our favorites are 
censured, that he was rather too severe. Some- 
thing indeed of what he commented on in Lady 
£lma, she had observed : it had always grieved 
her ; but she took it as the alloy of great qualities^ 
and could only lament that great qualities should 
ever be alloyed. 

It was impossible for Gertrude to convince 
these kind friends or her anxious mother, that 
they had no cause for alarm about her. Mrs. Au- 
brey's watchfulness certainly suggested the idea, 
that she feared her daughter s fortitude but disV 
guise, and the nearest pond her resource. Mrs. 
Mudd's tears streamed when she thought of the 
ill-treatment Gertrude had experienced ; but Ger- 
trude was perfectly calm. 

Lord Luxmore's letter arrived, without any 
intervening circumstance. It was accompanied 
by another, which, favored by the wind, had over- 
taken it, and in which Mr. Mudd was requested, 
should his lordship's vague idea prove fbunded, 
and should Miss Aubrey avow any predilection, 
to assure her he would, oa no consideration, inter^ 

rupt 
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9upt her happiness, but ivould rather forward it 
hy any means in bis power. 

These letters^ it was thought, in common pru^^ 
4encc, oould not be communicated to Gertrude 
ttt present ; Mrs, Mudd alone shared the knowi^ 
ledge of their conteiits ; nor did her husband say 
more thafi, that to serve a friend was his errand, 
when he told his family he must be off at day* 
light the next morning, and should be.|ibsent from 
them a few day^. 

His journey was to Luxmore rectory-house : his 
object an interview with Mr. Sydenham* With 
him he found bis son ; but to the former only did 
lie open himself, His early bbservatioH on the 
seemingly wayward state of Gertrude's affections^ 
end a f ersnaision, almost blind, that the object of 
them must be the man of all others the best suited 
to her, had dispensed with all necessity of putting 
questions, and even now, he betrayed not to her his 
suspicion: he came '<mly to consult Mr. Sydenhain.' ^ 

The first day of his visit removed all re^tnaint : 
in the course of the second he had learnt,-^ that; 
under Lord Luxmore's permission, Colonel Syden-^ 
ham was disposed to try bis interest with Mis» * 
Aubrey; and on the third, having received' etery 
Attention from the gentlemen and good Mrs* 
Brett, he set out for home, furnished with thisf 
letter from Mr. Sydenham to Gertrude : ' 

* How base is selfishness ! but how impossible 
is it to dismiss it from the heart of a parent! I 
feel it even, my Gatty, where you are concerned ; 

VOL. ir. E e for 
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fi)r, dfqptiirkig of convincing you, I would intreat 
yoiu You will know, whoa you receive tUt^ t^ suo- 
nietonftof iwd JLiuacmmre^ and b|s nohle generosity. 
Your fvieod aissitosme^ ifcwaFrai48.moiQ fpnrard^ 
iag wfaet I mdose* Q! . that I miglit dictate your 
lef ly ! I eftUr only say^ tbe popifinrt of more tlkaa 
pnf life rests with you. Mrs« Brett isepds you tiio 
)oYO o£ a parent. £v^ yoor^s 

' B- S/ 

^i»t no9r wai^ tl)§ letter inclosed P It miiy be 
gue36ed i and we are not fond ol transcribii^f I| 
disturbed Gertrude far more than Lord Luxmor^'^ 
tibougb both, called foi:tb her tears. If she could 
lake her eyes, or her thoij^hts off from tbe, dbr 
patches from Luxmorp, it was to lift them uf^ ii| 
|bankfub)eBS, and to feel some self-oomplacency iq 
findiog the earl justified the opinioo she hod al? 
entertained of him. 

^ These letters must all he aaowooed tmnifldir 
(Bitety/ said Mr. Mudd, oa the morning after his 
arriiyral^, and. v>i^m a breakfast of. dw tw^ ftunilies^ 
lAtefud^d to have been chQaf;^tl> had kept Mm\ 
ybiid and; IV^-S; Aubrey in teejrs^ and obli^ Geir^ 
||pu4e tp r^r^ wijbh. Mary^ Mil Muddsoop. sought 
thefii; aD4 disfni«3ii»g his dmgbter, said, ' Thank 
Cod ! a heavy Height, ia teJceavoff my heart Mjf 
dear young lady^ I dq i/»t. uijt you to honor me 
with your seijtiments ; but Mr. Sydenham's letter 
fOMit be an&\yered : ^Iknr me lip d^ it for you, 
'twill not be doi^ so elfegantly ^ by youssolf ; but 
if: shall be very, plain English.' 

^ May 



* May I trust you? Consider; surely we ought 
to wait for Lord Luxmore/ 

' On nc^ account Believe me^ my young friend, 
I know what I am doing. I give every credit to 
your nbble friend ; but I do not believe a inao oil 
earth could have given yon such an optiod^ if h^. 
had not been under tl^ influence perhaps un-> 
ton«ciously, of female lascinatioa: his second 
letter ahews to me a progress ;^ and bis third) my 
life for i(^ will point out consolation, t ^ve^ you 
almost unlimited credil^ my dear iriend ; but fa\k 
are no match iat Lady fUma de Ruse i she will 
be countess of Luxmore in tiiree -months ;. 
and she shall be so with my free leavte 4md her 
full inheritance J for the old maa's will is not worti& 
a rush ; And when I bate done what I caa for ym^ 
I shall pop to London/ put myself into the mail,^ 
jump over the channel, imd make my ivords good^ 
wd see Lady Elma her uncle's heir, cmt my naiiM 
18 not Mudd. Now then, for the loiter: I may 
be trusted; and I will consider — but you do not 
go out of my sight till the iMer is answered 1 1 will, 
reply atmply in my own person, and pledge you 
for nothing. — May I ?^ 

< I cannot« I fear^ write for myselfi nor can I 
tell you what to say/ 

' I do not need it ; only give me authority*! 

< Well theoi yott have it' 

^ You shall know wliat I write.* 

* I wotdd tftOier not* 

* Nay, there you are wrong-* 

' I would not wiUii^ly be w.' 
''':-* E eij 'My 
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* My dear Sir, 

^ I had a safe and expeditious journey hotne ;: 
and the remembrsLnce of those whom I had left^ 
' made it iagreeable. I find it indispensably ne- 
cessary to set out again immediately on Ladjr 
Elma's important business ; and it is with reluct- 
ance I leave sa many females without a protector, 
Coiilct you and the cotoiiel, and Mrs. Brett, excuse 
ttiy abseiice, and trust my wife'isk hoapitality, she 
will take cane always to have a neighbor or two ta 
take wine with you at dinner ; and she wiH, in her 
civillest way, acknowledge the obligation. 
' * Assuring myself that you wiU set out on the 
fnornSng dfter this reaches you, I shall fix my d&* 
parture for Thurs^y, that I may have the pleasure 
of seeing you safe in your quartefs> and my inmates 
reconciled to my lieutenants. 

* With respectful regards to Mrs. Brett and 
your bei'o, I an!5, my deiar Sir, very humbly and 
respectfully 

• Your's,: 
« ^ JohjT Mudd.' 

- Gc^rade could not disapprove; but she had ho 
words to speak her thanks ; and now, though alk 
her quiet was as completely gone^ as if she bad 
been actually Lady Luxmore,. she saw it depart 
without repining : shd assured Mary that it wotil4 
letum, and with added blessings; and she bespoke 
her participation in her feelings and her happiness. 
While waiting ttie arrival of Mr. Sydenham,. Mr. 

Mudd 
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Mudd wrote to Lbrd Luxmore, begging his and 
Lady Elma's patience, and entreating them to 
stay where they were, till, he could reach Dublin. 
Having remained half a day after the arrival of the 
party from Luxmore-rectory, lie set off, and Ger- 
trude was left encircled by her excellent and 
dearest friends, with a part in the little domestic 
drama that prevented her feeling herself the pas- 
sive object of so much kindnesS|. Mrs. Brett was 
to be her guest ; the gentlemen were witli Mrs» 
Mudd ; and the first twenty- four hours gave Colo* 
nel Sydenham the opportunity of shewing how per- 
fectly cottsistent are the dignity of man, and- the 
high honor of a soldier, with a generous and tender 
affection for a woman of worth. 

' I could,' said his father, in speaking of him to 
her, and expressing his pious hope that their 
union could not diminish her happiness, ^ I could,' 
said he, ' if lie were not my son, say something in 
his favor on my knowledge of him, and on obser-* 
vation of his character, which, I trust, my interest 
in him has rather made sharp-sighted than blind. 
I could tell of good deeds, and the world has told 
of great deeds : I know of no base action : I veil 
no vice ; and taking the word in an extent, which I 
trust you to understand, I characterise him as truly 
generous. 

More than six weeks were spent in an unanxi-> 
ous and pleasant expectation of Mr. Mudd's re- 
turn; hi$ letters had been' firequent; his last to 
Gertrude shall form our £nale, and dismiss our 
readers. . ' 

* My 



^ My dear madam. Holt/ head!. 

' To spare you anxiety, I write frotn 
the safe side of the water. W« are just lauded ; 
and four days will, I hope, bring us to you. That 
you may know what to expect, I will tell you the 
feats accomplished. 

Lady Elma is allowed, on all hands, to take pos<> 
session of her late uncle's property — she has be- 
haved nobly to all who could reasonably feel disap- 
pointed, and carries away with h%v the hearts of 
half the persons who have seen her; but shel and I 
have had a little serious conversation j and I have 
entered such a caveat against the indulgence of 
certain propensities, that 1 think we shall never see 
them in force again. 

* Lord Luxmoreis perfectly reconciled to youf^ 
making yourself happy, by takbg the man of your, 
choice : he confesses, that had you been his dau^-. 
ter, the colonel would have been his proud elec-» 
tion for you — you cannot therefore fear hil^ under* 
rating him^ 

' The earl and Lady Elma are the best friends 
possible ; and a slwrt time will, I sincerely hopft. 
unite them in a nearer connection : but your happi-^ 
ness is tiieir first dtiyect; and till they have the 
greatest proof you can give, that their care for 
themselves will not kijure you, tbey postpone every 
deciskm respecting their own proceedings. 

< When I make mj appearance on the staggs, X 
shall expect tbeactors to be perfoc^ af^d reafly to 
fulfil, without any unnecessary delay, all oi^gfipt 

ments 



Hiaits implied or expredsod. I shall make myself 
a subscribing witness to all the forms they go 
through ; and recollecting how dear, how very dear, 
are a wife and family to an honest man, I shall re- 
sign my office with prayers for the blessing of GocJ 
on all those who have allowed me to prepare tl;ie 
way for their happiness. 

* Tjeike the trouble, my dear madam> I intreat 
you, of aBSuring my wife and children that they 
^a/ve still a place in my remembrance; and distri- 
buting my respet^tful regerds^ to your friends, be*^ 
jieye me ever 

*' Your faithfur^fumWe servant, 



P. Sw We wn diiMdned fev half ao hoar longer, 
ily feUow-travellers are so good as to leave me to 
WfBf&ii and I ean no way so beguile the time, as by 
eongr^tukting ypu, my dear young friend, not 
pierely on yoqr present prospects, which are as fair 
m this wodd ean give, but on that preparation to 
reeeiT^ Uessings wiitch your mind has experienced 
}XL vejcatdouSy if notadwrse eircumstcmces. You are 
sot a sp0iled chil4 of the world, mA you will, take 
IJne* word of an old <mn, he the hapjner for it a? 
loBg as you live, f^iid the fitter tp cease to live. 
You will have no tWse notiofts of good and evil ; 
iieM^iion wUl have nothing to do witii your ideas, for, 
I will venture t^ say> ^6y are founded on that 
whicb eaafiot ekangOi You will stand in a centre, 
ainb see the'werkl #Mce rm^nd yea, sometimes in^ 
oat x^^^'^tm ^lia^' be lyccasionally abused 

for 
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for never quitting your place; but never mini 
that — ^you never promised to dance to tbeir piping ; 
they will always know where to find you ; and be 
assured that, at one moment of the dance, though 
perhaps the last, they will wish to seek you* You 
will derive from the discipline of your early years, 
an increasing power of doing good : you may speak 
in old ^e of useful exertions, and take the text 
from your own life-— you will be relied on for your 
high honor, your principle, your consistency ; and 
the warmth of. your heart will procure tendemesa 
to those infirmities of nature, from which, I know, 
you will never boast ywrself free. Yeu will bear 
that which reach^ not the ear of another— -misfor- 
tune will pour out its sorrows into your bosom ; 
you will be the nesort of the helpless; virtue will 
court your smik; vice will dread your averted 
look. Your friendship will be considered as a pass>« 

^ ' port in society ; and your practice will be quoted 
as authority. 

You have too much common sense ta suppose 
all this is to be a mechanical consequence without 
continued impulse; you ^ill see tbc^t so much 
power requires not only discretion, but likewisfe a 
thorough knowledge of yourself. I do not scruple 

~^^tp say that this knowledge, in us $ili, consists as 
intK;^^^ in our knowing what we are not, as what wci 
are; and that to understand this, we have but one: 
criterion, and one book of reference. 

You do not, I am sure, consider marriage as 
the JbcuSj towards which all the r^ys of our intel- 
lect tend, and in which they may safely .terminate ;- 
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you rather, I am persuaded, look on it as the ex- 
pansion of a new prospect in your journey through 
life, in which more various exertions are required,, 
and for which you are now doubly pledged. It is 
the beginning of a new mode of existence, wiiere 
care becomes congenial to our hearts, and anxie- 
ties are overpaid by feelings with which none but 
an Almighty and AU-n^erciful hand could have 
endowed its creatures. 

You are one of those happy beings to whom one 
has only to say, * Go on.' May every encourage- 
ment attend you ! May the influence of your exam- . 
pie prevail on parents to adopt, not indeed the seve- : 
rities with which your early years were marked, 
though even these have tlieir advantages, but a 
wholesome, moderate, regular restraint on their 
children, unaffected by variations of temper, unas- 
sailable by the insanity of caprice, and not to be 
relaxed by indolence ; and may the superior cha- 
racter of happiness, with which, I hope, your life 
will be blessed, induce young people to bear pa- 
tiently that control which the experience of the 
present day calls for, and which is meant by the. 
good old term Discipline ! 



FINIS^ 



Fainted by JLiw and Gilbert. Su Juiui'^Squor^ J^ndou. 
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